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Today we remember those soldiers who fell during the second WW and also during 
the Artsakh war. During the second WW Armenia was part of the former Soviet 
Union; during this time half a million Armenians (both from Armenia and the 
diaspora) fought on the side of the Red Army and the Allied Forces. Three hundred 
thousand soldiers laid down their lives for the patriotic love of their country. In the 
past thirty years Armenia has also suffered great losses of life in its more recent wars 
for the independence of Artsakh.  

We pray for these soldiers who will always remain in our collective memory but we 
also wish to celebrate their lives. We do this, not only to honour their memories but 
also so that Armenians worldwide know what has taken place.  

There are a great many Armenian heroes from the 2nd WW, although I will mention 
but a few. Some of these soldiers we wish to honour are, in no particular order: 

Hamazasp Babajanian, Marshal Baghramyan (who were themselves from Artsakh), 
Admiral Isakov, Armenag Khameryants, Nelson Stepanyan, Hunan Avetisyan, Misak 
Manushyan (a French resistance member) and to all the men and women who 
tirelessly struggled against the evil that the Nazis propagated. 

 

 As a British Armenian community, it is especially important to remember those 
Armenian men and women who made such a contribution to the British Forces. Just 
to mention a few, brothers Noel Agazarian and Jack Agazarian both served in the 
British Royal Air Force. Noel was promoted to Flying Officer and participated in the 
Battle of Britain before being killed in the line of duty in 1941, while Jack also became 
a field agent for the Secret Intelligence Service and was subsequently captured in 
1945. Their sister, Monique Agazarian, became one of only 10 young women accepted 
into the Air Transport Auxiliary for pilot-training. 

Tragically, in the wars with Azerbaijan (I refer to the early 1990s and more recently) 
many other Armenian soldiers and civilians lost their lives. It is difficult for us as a 
nation to come to terms with these losses and there are still Armenian prisoners of 
war held in Baku. We wish to remember the sacrifices these men made for us. We 
feel the loss of these young men who were writers, businessmen, politicians and 
doctors to name but a few livelihoods. They gave up their dreams and aspirations in 
order to keep us safe and for this we are eternally grateful. These men were the ones 
who managed to liberate Shushi in 1992 even against all odds and forged our victory 
in Artsakh. Indeed, it is said by St John: ‘there is no greater love than the one who 
lays down his life for his brother’ (John 15:13).  

We are a peaceful nation and we want to live in harmony with everyone but 
nonetheless we cannot compromise when it comes to our integrity, our dignity and 
most importantly our historical lands.  



Today is a day not only of commemoration but also of celebration; we celebrate these 
soldiers’ heroism and their dedication to a cause larger than themselves. We will 
achieve our noble cause and Armenia will once again be strong only if we act in unity. 
We must not put our personal interests above the interests of our nation; we must be 
selfless, just as these young men selflessly risked their lives for us.  

Now we are going to use the wine, water and holy chrism to consecrate this bell. The 
ringing of the bell will not be a deathly toll but will symbolize joyous celebrations to 
come. This auspicious object was donated to us by Grigor Melikyan, we thank him 
and we pray that the ringing of this bell will always announce the good news of peace, 
victory and love.  


