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News	for	this	week

The	Mother	See	of	Holy	Etchmiadzin	expresses	its
concern	over	the	blockade	and	capture	of	six
servicemen	of	the	Armed	Forces	of	RA	by	the
servicemen	of	armed	forces	of	Azerbaijan.
The	Mother	See	of	Holy	Etchmiadzin	expresses	its	concern	over	the	blockade
and	capture	of	six	servicemen	of	the	Armed	Forces	of	RA	by	the	servicemen	of
armed	forces	of	Azerbaijan,	on	the	morning	of	May	27,	in	the	bordering	area
of	Gegharkunik	region,	in	the	guarding	sector	of	N	military	unit	of	the	Armed
Forces	of	the	Republic	of	Armenia;	which	was	followed	by	the	publication	of
degrading	images	on	the	Internet.
Such	behavior	of	the	Azerbaijani	authorities	is	strongly	condemnable,	which
violates	the	provisions	of	international	law,	contradicts	the	universal
perceptions	of	humanism.
The	recent	events	in	Gegharkunik	and	Syunik	sections	of	the	Armenian-
Azerbaijani	border	are	an	encroachment	on	the	sovereignty	of	the	Republic	of
Armenia	and	the	right	of	our	people	to	a	peaceful	and	secure	life.	Such
provocative	actions	indicate	the	real	militant	tendencies	of	Azerbaijan,
endangering	the	variety	of	efforts	to	restore	peace	and	stability	in	the	region.
The	Mother	See	of	Holy	Etchmiadzin	calls	on	the	international	community	and
the	international	bodies	for	the	protection	of	human	rights,	to	take	steps	to
return	the	Armenian	servicemen	and	other	prisoners	of	war,	and	to	prevent
the	further	undesirable	developments	in	the	region.
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DEFINITELY	ENDANGERED:	Armenian	language	as
intangible	cultural	heritage	of	Artsakh
London	-	(27.05.2021)	—	Dr	Jasmine	Dum-Tragut	gave	an	insightful	and
informative	lecture	entitled,	Definitely	Endangered:	Armenian	language	as
intangible	cultural	heritage	of	Artsakh.	This	talk	was	organised	virtually	by	the
Diocese	of	the	Armenian	Church	on	27th	May.	Anna	Der	Tavitian,	a	member	of
IIWGNK,	kindly	moderated	the	lecture	on	behalf	of	the	Church.
	
This	 talk	was	 the	 fifth	 in	 a	 series	 of	 lectures	 about	 Armenian	 religious	 and
cultural	heritage	in	Artsakh	sponsored	by	the	Diocese	in	the	United	Kingdom,
under	the	auspices	of	the	Primate,	His	Grace	Bishop	Hovakim	Manukyan.
	
Dr	Dum-Tragut	is	both	a	linguist	and	an	Armenologist.	She	works	with	and	at
the	Language	Institute,	named	after	Acharyan,	at	the	Armenian	Academy	of
Sciences.	She	is	currently	undertaking	cutting	edge	research	on	The
Sociolinguistics	of	Armenian	in	Karabakh,	which	includes	a	qualitative
assessment	of	the	vitality	of	the	Armenian	language	as	well	as	issues	of
multilingualism	in	the	area.	She	has	been	a	pioneer	in	terms	of	bringing	the
Eastern	Armenian	dialect	to	the	attention	of	the	international	community	and
her	seminal	work,	Armenian:	Modern	Eastern	Armenian	(2009),	has
approached	both	the	standardised	dialect	and	the	vernacular.

Click	here	to	continue	reading.

The	Annual	General	meeting	(AGM)	which	was	moderated	by	Mr	Viken
Haladjian,	took	place	via	Zoom	on	Saturday	22nd	May	and	was	presided	over
by	HG	Bishop	Hovakim	Manukyan	and	the	trustees	of	ACT	UK.	Members	of
our	community	had	a	chance	to	see	the	activities	of	the	Primate	and	how	the
funds	are	being	used	to	help	the	Armenian	Church	to	ensure	the	continuation
of	the	UK	Diocese’s	many	ministries	and	programmes.

The	office	Lectionary

Sunday,	May	30th		
Remembrance	of	the	Prophet	Elijah

	
I	Kings	18:29-46
II	Kings	2:1-15
James	5:16-20

Սուրբգրային	ընթերցումներ
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Luke	4:25-30
		
For	more	information,	liturgical	sources,	hymns
and	other	readings	please	explore:
https://armenianchurchmusic.org/

Please	click	here	to	read.

Artsakh	Cultural	and	Spiritual	Heritage

Please	click	here	to	find	out	more	and	register.

Abstract:
Much	 like	 today,	 the	medieval	 “news	 cycle”	 was	 less	 interested	 in	 peaceful
relations	 between	 ethno-religious	 communities	 than	 in	 conflicts	 between
them.	Nonetheless,	even	those	sources	that	focus	on	intercommunal	tensions
and	 violence	 allude	 to	 more	 complicated	 entanglements	 of	 Christians	 and
Muslims	 in	 medieval	 Armenia.	 This	 lecture	 will	 present	 case	 studies	 of
Christians	 and	Muslims	 living	 together	 in	 the	 same	 community	 in	 twelfth-
century	Armenia,	explore	some	of	the	fault	lines	that	created	conflict	between
them,	and	identify	strategies	used	to	reassert	a	modus	vivendi.

Biography
Dr.	Sergio	La	Porta	 is	 the	Haig	and	 Isabel	Berberian	Professor	of	Armenian
Studies	and	Interim	Associate	Dean	of	the	College	of	Arts	and	Humanities	at
California	State	University,	Fresno.	He	received	his	PhD	in	Armenian	and	Near
Eastern	Studies	from	Harvard	University	in	2001	where	he	wrote	his	thesis	on
Grigor	 Tat‘ewac‘i’s	 Book	 of	 Questions.	 In	 addition	 to	 publishing	 a	 study	 on
Armenian	 commentaries	 on	 the	 works	 of	 Dionysius	 the	 Areopagite,	 he	 has
written	 articles	 on	 medieval	 Armenian	 intellectual	 history	 and	 cultural
interactions	with	the	Islamicate,	Byzantine,	and	Latinate	worlds.	Dr.	La	Porta
served	as	the	Editor	of	the	Journal	of	the	Society	for	Armenian	Studies	from
2011	 to	 2020,	 and	 co-founded	 the	 Fresno	 Institute	 for	 Classical	 Armenian
Translation	with	Dr.	Michael	Pifer	in	2018.
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Please	click	here	to	find	out	more	and	register.

The	 author	 will	 discuss	 the	 modes	 of	 interaction	 between	 Christians
(Armenians	and	Caucasian	Albanians)	and	Muslims	(Kurds	and	Turks)	 in	the
borderlands	 between	 Arc̔ax	 and	 the	 former	 Caucasian	 Albania	 (the	 ancient
kingdom	 which	 had	 once	 been	 centred	 on	 the	 plains	 of	 the	 present-day
Azerbaijan)	from	the	eleventh	to	the	twelfth	century.	These	contacts	played	a
decisive	 role	 in	 shaping	 the	 social	 life	 of	 the	 Armenian	 melikdoms,	 which
during	 the	 subsequent	 centuries	 were	 established	 in	 Arc̔ax	 and	 the	 pre-
Caspian	 regions,	 as	 well	 as	 determining	 their	 relationships	 with	 powerful
Islamic	neighbours.	They	are	of	crucial	importance	for	our	understanding	not
only	 of	 the	 stages	 of	 Islamisation	 of	 the	 Eastern	 Caucasus,	 but	 also	 of	 the
resilience	of	Christian	Armenians	polities	at	a	very	short	distance	from	major
centres	of	Islamic	power.

Supporting	the	Families	of	Artsakh
	
The	Mother	See	of	Holy	Etchmiadzin	continues	to	support	refugees	from
Artsakh.	For	more	information	please	see	the	link	below:
Artsakhoutreach.org	

Upcoming	Events

Thursday,	June	24th	at	8PM
Karen	Babayan	was	born	in	Iran	to	Armenian/British	parents,	moving	to	Leeds
in	November	1978	just	prior	to	the	Islamic	Revolution	of	January	1979.
Babayan	is	a	multi-disciplinary	artist	whose	work	engages	with	audiences
through	the	visual	and	performing	arts	and	creative	writing.	Swallows	and
Armenians,	Babayan’s	book	of	short	stories	and	essays	explores	the
relationship	between	Arthur	Ransome	and	the	Altounyan	family	and	firmly	re-
establishes	the	connection	using	newly-appraised	correspondence	and	diaries.

https://armenianchurch.org.uk/gandzak-ganja-and-northern-artsakh-at-the-beginning-of-the-second-millennium-and-the-question-of-armenian-cultural-identity/?utm_source=sendinblue&utm_campaign=Armenian_Church_News&utm_medium=email
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Please	click	here	to	find	out	more	and	register.

In	2016	Babayan	gained	a	PhD	in	Contemporary	Art	Practice	from	Leeds
Beckett	University	and	was	awarded	C-Art	Cumbria	Artist	of	the	Year.

The	Event
In	previous	years	this	Festival	has	been	very
successful,	attracting	thousands	of	people	even	in
the	case	of	pouring	rain.	Organized	by	the	office
of	the	Primate	of	the	Armenian	Church	of	the
United	Kingdom,	the	Festival	includes	a	variety	of
food,	entertainment	and	stalls	with	artistic	and
informative	cultural	content.

Click	here	to	read	more.

Stalls	at	11th	Armenian	Summer
Festival

Please	click	here	to	read	more.

Armenian	Summer	Festival	is	back	on	Sunday	11th
July	2021	

We	are	looking	for	volunteers	to	help	out	during	the
Armenian	Summer	Festival.	

	
WORK	EXPERIENCE	

	
Would	you	like	to	spend	a	few	hours	helping	ASF	on	Sunday	11th	July?

We	would	love	to	hear	from	you.
Please	contact	us	on	07949810704	or	email	us	at	info@asflondon.co.uk

https://armenianchurch.org.uk/armenian-genocide-survivors-influence-on-english-literature-swallows-and-amazons-fiction-and-non-fiction-of-a-childrens-classic/?utm_source=sendinblue&utm_campaign=Armenian_Church_News&utm_medium=email
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For	more	information	about	the	restoration	please	click	here.

The	Cathedral	of	Holy	Etchmiadzin
Next	week	the	Armenian	Church	will	celebrate	the	feasts	of	St.	Hripsime,	St.
Gayane	and	their	companions.
The	liturgical	week	will	be	concluded	by	celebrating	the	feast	of	the
establishment	of	the	Cathedral	of	Holy	Etchmiadzin.	This	is	one	of	the	most
important	weeks	in	the	Armenian	Church	calendar	as	we	celebrate	the	events
related	to	the	conversion	of	the	Armenian	king	Tiridates	III	to	Christianity,	and
adoption	of	the	Christian	faith	as	a	state	religion	in	301.
Since	303	we	have	the	oldest	Cathedral	in	the	world;	the	Cathedral	of	Holy
Etchmiadzin,	where	the	only	begotten	Son	of	God	descended.	Currently	the
cathedral	is	undergoing	renovations.	

Join	Us	to	Watch,	Learn	and	Pray		

Please	click	here	to	join.

Online	prayer	services
Online	prayer	services	on	Friday
evenings	at	8:00	PM.
	
These	services	will	provide	the
faithful	with	a	chance	not	only	to	read
the	confessions	of	Nerces	the
Gracious	(Catholicos	XII	century)	and
pieces	of	Armenian	spirituality,	but
also	to	pray	and	meet	different	clergy
from	sister	Churches.	
	
It	is	a	unique	occasion	both	to
practice	and	learn	about	Armenian
spirituality.	Seniors	have	a	chance	to
meet	and	pray	from	their	homes	over
Zoom	as	COVID-19	restrictions	are	in
place.

Please	click	here	to	join.

Online	Bible	Studies	
Bible	studies		Wednesday
evenings	at	7:30PM.
	
Bible	studies	are	held	during	the	year
for	the	faithful	of	the	community	who
are	in	search	of	a	deeper
understanding	of	their	faith	and
Christian	fellowship.
	
These	 are	 not	 academic	 discussions
but	 a	 journey	 together	 through	 the
Bible.	
	
These	sessions	are	held	over	Zoom.	

http://cathedral.am/?utm_source=sendinblue&utm_campaign=Armenian_Church_News&utm_medium=email
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Follow	Church	Services	online
	

The	faithful	can	access	these	services	on	the	Facebook	pages	of	our	parishes	in
London;	these	broadcasts	can	be	accessed	via	the	links	below:

	
St.	Yeghiche	Church	https://www.facebook.com/StYeghiche/

St.	Sarkis	Church	https://www.facebook.com/groups/SSCPLondon/
Holy	Trinity	Church	https://www.facebook.com/groups/340444669390361/

	
For	more	information	please	also	visit:	armenianchurch.org.uk

And	https://www.facebook.com/ArmenianChurchoftheUKandIreland/

Shop	Amazon	Smile	and	Support	Armenian
Church	Trust	UK	(Ltd)
	
Shop	AmazonSmile	at	https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/1141610-0,	and	Amazon
donates	to	Armenian	Church	Trust	(Uk)	Limited,	at	no	cost	to	you.
	
AmazonSmile	 is	 also	 available	 in	 the	 Amazon	 Shopping	 App	 to	 all	 Amazon
customers	 using	 an	 iPhone	 or	 Android	 phone.	When	 your	 supporters	 have
activated	AmazonSmile	in	the	app,	every	eligible	purchase	will	automatically
generate	a	donation	for	your	organisation.	Go	to	"Settings"	in	your	app's	menu
to	activate	AmazonSmile.

Crosses	for	men,	women	and	children	are
available	from	the	Primate’s	office.
	
-	18K	Yellow	Gold	Plated	Silver	Armenian	Cross
Necklace	£195
-	Silver	Armenian	Cross	Necklace	£150
	
Please	call	07949	810	704	or	email:
info@armenianchurch.org.uk

The	objective	of	this	e-newsletter	is	to	inform	the
wider	public	and	its	constituency	members	about
activities	under	the	auspices	of	the	Primate	such
as	ACT	UK,	ACYO,	Ladies	Committee,	Parishes,
Worldwide	Armenian	Church,	and	Armenian
organisations	upcoming	events	in	the	community.

The	Church	News	objectives	are:

The	Primate's	Office
Bishop's	House,
Ealing,	London	W5	2NZ
Email:info@armenianchurch.org.uk
Tel:	020	8998	9210
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