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Register	in	advance	for	securing	your	place	in	the	Church	via	e-mail:
shnork@stsarkislondon.org

Faith	and	Endurance:
Join	us	in	celebrating	the	feast	of	St.	Gregory	and	learn
more	about	The	Enlightener’s	torments	and
confinements	of	Khor	Virap	(Deep	Dungeon)

Saturday	20th	March,	2021;	11:00	AM
St.	Sarkis	Church,	London

St.	Gregory	the	Enlightener	was	the	first	Catholicos	of	all	Armenians.	According
to	the	Armenian	Church	Calendar,	St	Gregory's	feast	is	celebrated	on	the	eve	of
the	6th	Sunday	of	Great	Lent.	The	feast	is	dedicated	to	the	torments	which	St.
Gregory	 overcame	 during	 his	 imprisonment.	 In	 301	 A.D.,	 after	 spending
thirteen	years	in	an	inhabitable	pit,	St.	Gregory	the	Enlightener	was	freed	from
the	dungeon	and	emerged	to	spread	the	Light	of	Christ	 in	Armenia.	Thus,	he
became	the	first	pontiff	of	the	Armenian	Church.	He	baptized	the	royal	family
and	in	doing	so	evangelized	the	Armenian	nation.	Soon	after	Armenia	became
the	 first	 nation	 in	 the	 world	 to	 officially	 proclaim	 Christianity	 as	 her	 state
religion	 and	 was	 a	 significant	 reward	 for	 the	 years	 of	 suffering	 St	 Gregory
overcame.	St.	Gregory	the	Enlightener	is	recognized	by	all	of	Christendom	as	a
saint,	and	he	is	commemorated	in	all	traditional	churches.
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As	a	 result	of	 forty	 four	day	war	 in	Artsakh	 (Nagorno-Karabakh),	on	 the	10th
November	2020,	Russia	brokered	a	fourth	ceasefire.	Areas	that	included	a	large
number	of	undisputed	Armenian	cultural	and	religious	sites	were	handed	over
to	Azerbaijan	to	satisfy	the	mounting	political	pressure.	In	the	region	there	are
an	 estimated	 4,000	 Armenian	 cultural	 sites,	 including	 370	 churches,	 119
fortresses	and	other	historical	and	cultural	monuments	 in	Nagorno	Karabakh.
Under	 the	 ceasefire	 agreement,	 a	 number	 of	 these	 sites	 are	 now	 under
Azerbaijani	 control,	 including	 at	 least	 82	 churches	 and	 the	 important
archaeological	 site	 of	 Tigranakert	which	dates	back	as	 far	 as	 the	1st	 century
B.C.	
As	a	result	of	the	brokerage	of	land	by	Russia,	there	are	serious	concerns	about
possible	 damage	 and	 destruction	 to	 these	 cultural	 and	 religious	 sites.	 The
government	of	Azerbaijan	has	a	poor	record	in	preservation	of	sites	that	belong
to	 other	 ethnic	 minorities.	 For	 example,	 in	 Nakhichevan,	 the	 Azerbaijani
authorities	oversaw	the	total	destruction	of	the	ancient	Armenian	cemetery	of
Julfa	 between	 1997-2006,	 in	 which	 a	 total	 of	 28,000	 monuments	 were
destroyed.	 This	 included	 89	 medieval	 churches,	 5,840	 unique	 hand-carved
khachkars	 and	 22,000	 ancient	 flat	 tombstones.	 To	 put	 such	 a	 loss	 into
perspective,	 the	 magnitude	 of	 the	 destruction	 was	 greater	 than	 that	 seen	 in
Iraq	and	Syria	while	in	the	hands	of	the	Islamic	State.
In	 addition,	 the	 Azerbaijani	 government	 is	 also	 pursuing	 a	 policy	 of
appropriating	 Armenian	 cultural	 sites	 and	 relabelling	 them	 as	 Caucasian
Albanian	 -	 also	 known	 as	 "Albanisation".	 For	 example,	 two	 days	 after	 the
ceasefire	 agreement,	 Azerbaijan's	 First	 Deputy	 Minister	 of	 Culture,	 Anar
Karimov,	 tweeted	 that	 the	 Armenian	 monastic	 complex	 of	 Dadivank	 was
Albanian,	 and	 that	 it	 had	 been	 subject	 to	 falsifications	 and	 alterations	 by	 the
Armenian	 military	 in	 the	 1990s.	 This	 claim	 has	 been	 roundly	 rejected	 by
international	 academics.	 Dadivank	 has	 obvious	 Armenian	 cultural	 hallmarks,
including	inscriptions	on	the	walls	of	nearly	all	of	the	churches	in	the	complex
and	cross-stones	in	the	Armenian	alphabet;	the	distinctively	Armenian	Church
architecture	 and	 style;	 and	 the	 symbolism	 depicted	 on	 the	 cross-stones	 and
churches.
The	 potential	 loss	 of	 these	 Armenian	 sites	 in	 Nagorno-Karabakh	 would	 be	 a
tragedy	not	only	for	the	Armenian	people	but	also	for	humankind.	Many	of	the
sites	were	also	under	active	archaeological	excavation	and	it	 is	 likely	that	this
work	will	be	halted	unless	there	is	international	intervention.
To	 raise	 awareness	 of	 these	 risks	 and	 to	 provide	 an	 in-depth	 background	 to
Armenian	cultural	sites,	the	UK	diocese	of	the	Armenian	Church	has	organised
a	lecture	series.

Lecture	|
Christina
Maranci
At	Risk:
The	Medieval
Armenian
Churches	and

Lecture	|	Hratch
Tchilingirian
Christianity	in



Please	click	here	to
find	out	more	and

register.

Lecture	|	Simon
Maghakyan
Complete
erasure:
Documenting
the	Destruction
of
Nakhichevan’s
Armenian	Past
Friday	9th	April	2021;
8:00	PM
	

Please	click	here	to
find	out	more	and

register.

Monasteries	of
Artsakh

Wednesday	14th
April,	2021;	7:30	PM
(12:30	PM	EST)

Please	click	here	to
find	out	more	and

register.

Karabakh
The	rich
religious
heritage	in
Artsakh
from	4th	to	21st
century
	

Wednesday	12th	May
2021;	8:00	PM

Upcoming	Services	&	Online	Events	

Please	click	here	for	the	link	for
the	services	at	11:	00	AM.

Sunrise	services
The	Liturgy	of	the	Hour	of	Sunrise
(Արեւագալի	ժամերգութիւն)	will	be
celebrated	every	Wednesday	at	11:00.
Due	to	Covid-19	restriction	this	will	be
conducted	on	Zoom.
	

These	prayers	are	held	on	Zoom.
Please	click	here	to	join.

Friday	evening	online
prayer
The	Bishop	and	clergy	have	led	a	unique
online	prayer	service	on	Friday	evenings
at	8:00	pm	and	the	faithful	have	had	a
chance	not	only	to	read	the	confessions
of	Nerces	the	Gracious	(Catholicos	XII
century)	and	pieces	of	Armenian
spirituality,	but	also	to	pray.
Furthermore,	it	is	an	occasion	both	to
practice	and	learn	about	Armenian
spirituality.

The	ACYO	London	chapter	continues	to	organize
online	social	programmes,	to	not	only	bring	our
people	together	and	enjoy	their	fellowship,	but
also	they	learn	about	the	countless	novelties	that
make	our	great	nation.	One	of	the	new
programmes	that	are	becoming	more	popular	is
"Friday	evening	Lenten	Dinner."	Last	Friday
evening	participants	learned	how	to	make	Dolma
for	lent	(Պահոց	Դոլմա)	with	Irina	Minasyan.

This	Friday	Anoush	Bozoghlanian,	representing	St
Yeghiche	Parish	Ladies	Guild,	will	be	making
vegan	koubeh.	

Join	us	to	watch,	learn	and	enjoy	your	Friday
evening	with	friends;	@ACYOLondon
and@ArmenianChurchoftheUKandIreland.
click	here	to	join	from	7PM	to	8PM.

Please	click	here	to	watch	the	last	session.

Online	Agape	or	learning	how	to
make	Armenian	Lenten	food

https://armenianchurch.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Friday-April-9th.pdf?utm_source=sendinblue&utm_campaign=Armenian_Church_News&utm_medium=email
https://armenianchurch.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/The-Medieval-Armenian-Churches-and-Monasteries-of-Artsakh.pdf?utm_source=sendinblue&utm_campaign=Armenian_Church_News&utm_medium=email
https://armenianchurch.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Lecture_Christianity_in_Karabakh_HTchilingirian_12May2021.pdf?utm_source=sendinblue&utm_campaign=Armenian_Church_News&utm_medium=email
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88542700750?pwd=VWR2d08rQVZwTkx5MVpVbkswRUhydz09&utm_source=sendinblue&utm_campaign=Armenian_Church_News&utm_medium=email
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88542700750?pwd=VWR2d08rQVZwTkx5MVpVbkswRUhydz09&utm_source=sendinblue&utm_campaign=Armenian_Church_News&utm_medium=email
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5396072454?pwd=QUpJdUdLbEtVQjd3eHZ4bVRkMmd4dz09&utm_source=sendinblue&utm_campaign=Armenian_Church_News&utm_medium=email
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I-0TMXiIbwo&utm_source=sendinblue&utm_campaign=Armenian_Church_News&utm_medium=email


Please	click	here	to	join.

Online	Bible	Studies
The	Primates	continues	to	hold	online
Bible	studies.	The	Bible	studies	are	not
academic	discussions	but	are	weekly
meetings	in	which	The	Primate,	together
with	clergy,	leads	study	sessions	for
everyone	who	is	in	search	of	a	deeper
understanding	of	their	faith	and
Christian	fellowship.

Please	click	here	for	the	Zoom	link

Let’s	dig	deeper
Join	our	meet	and	talk	group	on	Sunday
evenings,	where	we	will	discuss	the
message	of	the	week,	read	the	Scripture,
ask	questions	and	have	a	lively
discussion	on	Zoom,	especially	now	as
we	are	in	Lenten	period.

The	talk	will	be	led	by	Knarik
Saribekyan.	Knarik	holds	an	MA	in
Armenian	as	a	Foreign	Language	and
currently	studies	Christian	Apologetics	at
the	OCCA.

The	fifth	meeting	will	be	on	Sunday	at
8PM.	Everyone	is	welcome!	The	talks
are	friendly	and	informal.
	

"For	I	tell	you,	you	will	not	see	me	again	until	you
say,	'Blessed	is	he	who	comes	in	the	name	of	the
Lord.'"	(Mt	23:39)
	
The	 6th	 Sunday	 of	 Great	 Lent	 in	 the
Armenian	 Tradition	 is	 called	 the	 Sunday	 of
Coming	 or	 Advent.	 	 	 The	 Biblical	 readings	 and
Church	hymns	 teaches	 that	 it	 is	dedicated	both
to	the	first	and	second	coming	of	Jesus.
	
Source:	vemkar.us

Read	the	article	to	find	out	more.

SIXTH	SUNDAY	OF	GREAT	LENT
SUNDAY	OF	THE	ADVENT

For	the	Scripture	readings	and	feast	days
please	click	here:

Source:	https://armenianchurchmusic.org/
	

Follow	Church	Services	online
The	faithful	can	access	these	services	on	the	Facebook	pages	of	our	parishes	in
London;	these	broadcasts	can	be	accessed	via	the	links	below:
	
St.	Yeghiche	Church	https://www.facebook.com/StYeghiche/	St.
Sarkis	Church	ttps://www.facebook.com/groups/SSCPLondon/
Holy	Trinity	Church	https://www.facebook.com/groups/340444669390361/
	
For	more	information	please	also	visit:	armenianchurch.org.uk
And	https://www.facebook.com/ArmenianChurchoftheUKandIreland/

Crosses	for	men,	women	and	children	are
available	from	the	Primate’s	office.

18K	Yellow	Gold	Plated	Silver	Armenian	Cross
Necklace	£195

Silver	Armenian	Cross	Necklace	£150

Please	call	07949	810	704	or	email:
info@armenianchurch.org.uk

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/673335005?pwd=NUs1T1lnVXdVNm9GUEdpenRnd01wZz09&utm_source=sendinblue&utm_campaign=Armenian_Church_News&utm_medium=email
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89135132855?pwd=dE95NXdQVnlNL25tSHV4d0FZSFpDZz09&utm_source=sendinblue&utm_campaign=Armenian_Church_News&utm_medium=email
https://vemkar.us/resources/sacred-scripture/the-coming-of-christ/?utm_source=sendinblue&utm_campaign=Armenian_Church_News&utm_medium=email
https://mcusercontent.com/88be0c0927d37dd31a68d817a/files/7cb80f67-c95b-4788-93d5-0ff75c99f31f/March_21_Readings.pdf?utm_source=sendinblue&utm_campaign=Armenian_Church_News&utm_medium=email


The	objective	of	this	e-newsletter	is	to	inform	the
wider	public	and	its	constituency	members	about
activities	under	the	auspices	of	the	Primate	such
as	ACT	UK,	ACYO,	Ladies	Committee,	Parishes,
Worldwide	Armenian	Church,
and	Armenian	organisations
upcoming	events	in	the	community.

The	Church	News	objectives	are:

The	Primate's	Office
Bishop's	House,
Ealing,	London	W5	2NZ
Email:info@armenianchurch.org.uk
Tel:	020	8998	9210
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