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Today we commemorate the 33th anniversary of the tragic and bloody events in 

Azerbaijani city of Sumgait. In those days in February 1988, local armed gangs, supported 

by the criminal acquiescence of the authorities of Soviet Azerbaijan, executed mass 

violence against the Armenian population of the city, which mounted to massacres, 

accompanied by horrific acts of torture, rape, looting, and torching of the Armenian 

property. As a result of the crime instigated and carried out at the state level, hundreds of 

Armenians were killed, including women, children and elderly, and thousands of 

Armenians were forcibly displaced.  

 

This kind of atrocity the Soviet Union had never witnessed in peacetime before. It was a 

brutality that took place in front of the local police that did not stop the barbarities in any 

way, and the perpetrators and organizers of which did not get any further punishment. It 

was an atrocity that provoked the Karabakh conflict and still causes anger and severe pain 

for us, especially against the background of the wounds of the recent war. 

 

Violence and savageries against Armenians in Sumgait, and later in Baku, Gandzak, and 

Maragha resulted in xenophobia and Armenophobia enthused in Azerbaijan for decades, 

which gained new momentum after the independence of Azerbaijan and the most brutal 

manifestations of which we witnessed in the war unleashed against Artsakh in September 

last year. 

 

Recalling the tragic events, that happened more than 32 years ago, paying tribute to our 

compatriots, who became victims of another manifestation of Azerbaijan’s barbaric acts 

towards Armenians, we once again emphasize the determination of the Republic of 

Armenia, Republic of Artsakh and all Armenians to live a free, independent and dignified 

life in their homeland. 


