
 

 
 

Pan-Armenian Prayer for Peace 
His Holiness Karekin II made a statement 

centered around unity and peace, an excerpt in 
English below: 

 
 

"War is not the choice of our people. 
It is a self-defence of our lives, 
freedom and dignity against 
violence and brutality.” “We call on 
all people living in Armenia and the 
diaspora around the world as today 
our homeland needs the full 
commitment of all of us. Let us be 
united and unwavering, let’s 
continue our support to Artsakh and 
our efforts aimed at it’s 
international recognition. Once we 
have done this we can restore peace 
within our homeland and ensure a 
safe and constructive future for 
Armenia and Artsakh.”  
“May God help Armenia and 
Artsakh and its people. Armen.”  

 
Please click here to watch. 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2imsinPVL54&feature=youtu.be


Prayer for Peace in Artsakh 
On October 11, led by His 
Holiness Karekin II, 
Supreme Patriarch and 
Catholicos of All Armenians; 
the Brotherhood of the 
Mother See of Holy 
Etchmiadzin participated 
in  the Divine Liturgy in the 
St. Gayane Monastery. 
Following the Divine 
Liturgy, His Holiness 
presided over the Special 
Prayer for Peace Service, 
which, on the same day, 
under the directives of His 
Holiness, was to be offered 
in all the churches in 

Armenia and in the dioceses of the Diaspora. 
  
His Holiness, the Brotherhood of the Mother See and the faithful delivered their joint 
prayer asking that the Lord keep Armenia and Artsakh safe in peace, our borders 
strong and the Armenian soldiers powerful and brave. The attendees Aldo raised 
their prayers to God for the recovery of the wounded and for peace for the souls of 
the brave Armenian soldiers who were martyred. 
The Armenians in the UK also joined to this prayer service. The Primate presided 
over the prayer at St. Yeghiche Church in London.  
 

Artsakh in our prayers, hearts and minds 
 
A special gathering was hosted 
by the Primate of the Armenian 
Church to the United Kingdom 
on Saturday, 10th October at St. 
Yeghiche Church,London. 
Prayers were held during a 
candlelight service and was led 
by His Grace Bishop Hovakim 
Manukyan. In the current 
climate, The Primate asked 
everyone to join him in asking 
God to grant peace and security 
to the people of Artsakh.  

 
 
The religious service was beautifully concluded by Soprano Sevan Habib with the 
singing of “Oores Mayr eem” (“Where art thou, Mother”),. Following the service,  the 
main program focused on humanitarian fundraising for Artsakh. 
MC Shakeh Major Tchilingirian in her introduction said, “As children of Armenia, no 
matter where we are born, no matter where we live, our Mother Armenia has always 
loved us, comforted us and nurtured us in the Diaspora, wherever we have been on 
this globe. Today, it is our turn, to show our love, commitment and dedication to our 
Mother—to Armenia and Artsakh—and the heroic people of Artsakh.” She asked 
everyone to “give generously from your heart, to rebuild Artsakh and support life as 
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our ancestors have always done.” Sevan Habib, with her mesmerising voice, sang two 
other appropriately selected songs—“Kilikia” and “Gharabaghtsin”. 
In his address during the programme, Dr Hratch Tchilingirian said, “This imposed 
war on Artsakh obliges Armenians around the world to save lives, to protect life and 
to create life again.” “Each and every Armenian today, is called to stand on the 
frontline of humanitarian assistance and peace in defence of the innocent population 
of Artsakh.” Additionally, a short  film was shown about the history and people of 
Artsakh and their continuing struggle which provided an informative background 
and context to the current war. 
 

 
 
In his remarks, Mr Armand Abramian, chairman of the Armenian Community 
Council, provided details about the various areas of activities and fundraising and 
asked everyone to do their utmost to assist the people of Artsakh. 
 
His Grace Bishop Hovakim offered the concluding remark. “More than any time in 
our history, we are determined and committed to support and stand by the heroic 
people of Artsakh in the darkest period of their lives. We pray for peace and security 
and still have a lot to do in the coming  
weeks and months and we shall continue to provide humanitarian assistance to our 
people.” He called upon the community to be generous and united in standing with 
our people in Artsakh and Armenia. 
“Please Donate. Save Lives.” 
 
Artsakh and Armenia need our financial support now more than ever as they face the 
attack from Azerbaijan and Turkey. They have immediate needs that must be met. 
Please make a donation today directly to Hayastan All Armenian Fund 
at www.himnadram.org or Hayastan All Armenian Charitable Trust GB (Account 
Number: 00541896 Sort Code: 30-94-65). You can send a cheque made payable to 
Hayastan All Armenian Charitable Trust GB (St. Sarkis Church, W8 6TP). 
Alternatively, you can also donate to #AID4ARTSAKH Matching Gift program 
launched by AGBU and Hayastan All Armenian Fund. Please click here to watch: 
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Ecumenical Response to the war in Artsakh  

UK Church leaders express concern for the conflict in the South Caucasus 
and offer prayers for the innocent victims of the war.  

 

Leaders of mainstream Churches in the United Kingdom and the faithful of sister 
churches have expressed their concerns to His Grace Bishop Hovakim Manukyan, 
Primate of the Armenian Church, and have joined him in prayers for speedy ceasefire 
and protection of innocent victims of the war in Artaskh.    
 

 
 
 
 
The Most Revd Justin Welby, the Archbishop of Canterbury, in addition to a letter 
addressed to the Primate, twitted that “conflicts are almost never settled by violence, 
but by justice and peace.” Cardinal Vincent Nichols, the Archbishop of Westminster, 
said, “my prayers are with all those grieving, those striving to end the conflict,” and 
recalled the words of Pope Frances, following his meeting with His Holiness 
Catholicos Karekin II, where he said: “I ask the parties to the conflict to make 
concrete gestures of good will and brotherhood, which can lead to solving problems 
not with the use of force and arms, but through dialogue and negotiations.” 

 
Greek Orthodox Church leader, Archbishop Nikitas of Thyateira and Great Britain, 
offered his prayers and thoughts and “the unwavering solidarity of my faithful flock.” 
In his letter to the Primate, he wrote: “we both belong to martyric communities and 
our hearts and our people have endured many hardships and suffering with much 
resilience.” 
 
Coptic Orthodox Archbishop Angaelos, in his position as the President of Churches 
Together in England (CTE), invited the 50 churches of the ecumenical organisation 
“to pray for the brothers and sisters of fellow member the Armenian Orthodox 
Church. "We are deeply concerned over the escalation of armed conflict in the South 
Caucasus between Armenia and Azerbaijan, and the unnecessary loss of civilian life 
and the destruction of civil infrastructure,” he said.  The archbishop called upon 
authorities to facilitate the return to peaceful negotiations, conducted under the 
auspices of the OSCE Minsk Group Co-Chairs. “Above all,” he added, “we pray for the 
return of peace in this suffering region." 
 
Other ecumenical organisations have also raised their voice.  The World Council of 
Churches and the Conference of European Churches (CEC) released separate 
communiques about the war, calling for ceasefire and negotiations toward peace. 
CEC President Rev. Christian Krieger further stressed the need for reconciliation 
between all parties. In particular, he highlighted that “Nothing can justify an attack 
on churches and the civilian casualties. Attacks on religious heritage hurt religious 
sentiment and may add a religious dimension to an otherwise complex conflict.” 
 

Most Revd Justin Welby         Archbishop Angaelos           Cardinal Vincent Nichols                 Archbishop Nikitas 
The Archbishop of Canterbury         Coptic Orthodox Church           Archbishop of Westminster                 Greek Orthodox Church 



Prayer for Peace 
 

Good God, 
In the middle of uncertainty, fear of 
illness and death in our world, 
People face each other in arms, 
Hatred, violence and death destroy 
reconciling neighbourhoods and 
peaceful coexistence. 
 

Merciful God, 
In the glaring light of exploding shells 

We hear the cry of our sisters and 
brothers for peace. 
In the deafening noise of weapons, we 
see eyes full of tears and sorrow 
longing for justice. 
 
God of peace, we feel helpless and 
weak, we pray to You, 
Hear the lamentation of those who 
innocently fell between the fronts. 
God of reconciliation, 
Transform the heart of those who are 
armed to kill. 
 

God of love 

See the tearful eyes of mothers and 
fathers who fear for their children, 
God, we beg you, hear the crying of 
their children! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Loving God, 
As Christians of different 
denominations, cultures and 
traditions, we feel connected to our 
brothers and sisters around the world 
through your love in Jesus Christ. 
We entrust the world in its fragility to 
you. 
As Christians we know that we are 
carried by the hope of Easter 
morning, which goes beyond death. 
That unites us. 
We will not abandon the belief that 
our words, our deeds and our prayers 
can lead the world to peace and 
reconciliation. It is Your Spirit that 
gives us hope and Your love that took 
shape in Jesus Christ. 
 
Great God, 
We ask you to stand by our sisters and 
brothers in tears. 
Heal the wounded and comfort those 
who mourn. 
Embrace the hateful with your 
reconciling love. 
Bless them who lay down their arms 
in the name of freedom, peace and 
justice. 
Let our prayer become a word of 
comfort and a sign of hope for them. 
In the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
we ask you. 
 
Amen 

Upcoming Saints & Feasts 
 
15 October: Dionysius the Areopagite and 
the Holy Disciples Timothy and Titus 
 
17 October: Holy Evangelists Matthew, 
Mark, Luke and John 
 
19 October: Sts. Longinus the Centurion, 
Joseph the Father-of-God, Joseph of 
Arimathea, Lazarus and His Sisters Martha 
and Mariam 
 
20 October: St. Theodotus the Priest 

 
 

Scripture of the Week     
 
Is 20:2-21:6 
Gal 4:3-18 
Lk 4:14-23 
 
* * * 
 
Wis 14:1-8 
Is 33:22-34:1 
1 Cor 1:18-24 
Mt 24:27-36 



 

 

Blessed Are the Peacemakers: Christian Churches Call for 
End to Violence in the South-Caucasus 

  
The World Council of Churches (WCC) 
and Conference of European Churches 
(CEC) issued two separate statements 
on the current war between Nagorno-
Karabagh (Artsakh) and Azerbaijan. 
They called on “all parties in the 
conflict to end all military actions 
immediately, to respect the ceasefire 
agreement reached in Moscow and to 
engage in constructive dialogue aimed 
at protecting human lives and rights, 
preventing attacks on civilian 
infrastructure and places of 
worshipand achieving a sustainable 
peace.” 
 

Highlighting the importance of the OSCE Minsk Group and the European External Action Service 
(EEAS), they called for a durable peaceful solution in the Nagorno-Karabagh region. 
In a third statement, the Churches Together in England (CTE) called upon authorities on every side 
"to do all that is in their power to stop this cycle of violence, and facilitate the return to peaceful 
negotiations, conducted under the auspices of the OSCE Minsk Group Co-Chairs." 
“These are all important steps in the right direction,” said the Armenian Primate of the Armenian 
Apostolic Church in the United Kingdom, Hovakim Manukyan. “Armenians are struggling for 
their right to live on their lands with dignity. Nagorno-Karabagh (Artsakh) is their ancestral homeland 
and we pray for peace and justice to prevail.” 
For full statements, click here:   

  
  

Armenian Spirituality Online: Learn, Watch, Pray 
 
We organize a variety of events throughout the week, please follow us on Facebook 
@ArmenianChurchoftheUKandIreland or @ACYOlondon, on Twitter @ar_churchuk and subscribe 
via email to receive our weekly newsletter, to find out about what is happening in the Armenian 
Church inthe upcoming weeks. 
   

Join the Online Bible studies 
 

Please join to our Bible Study sessions every Wednesday at 7:30 pm. 
The Bible studies classes are not academic discussions but weekly 
meetings in which The Primate, together with clergy, leads study 
sessions for everyone who is in search of a deeper understanding of 
their faith and Christian fellowship. 
 
To participate, stay tuned and follow us on Zoom. 
Bible Study - Zoom Meeting 
Alternatively, launch zoom from here https://us02web.zoom.us/join 

and join using the following details for the Bible study meeting in English 
Meeting ID: 673 335 005, Password: 545396 
 
Those of you who wants to attend in person, please, inform us sending e-mail to 

https://www.ceceurope.org/churches-call-for-immediate-end-to-military-actions-in-nagorno-karabakh-region/%20and%20https:/www.cte.org.uk/Articles/589966/Home/News/Latest_news/CTE_s_Orthodox.aspx


 

info@armenianchurch.org.uk 
Due to recent restrictions we are allowed to receive only 6 persons at a time keeping social distancing 
and adhering to the COVID -19 restrictions. 
 

Friday evening online prayer 
 

The distance between us at this time prevents the faithful from 
physically coming together to pray. 
In order to maintain our community’s togetherness, The Bishop and 
clergy have led a unique online prayer service on Friday evenings 
8:30 pm and the faithful have had a chance not only to read the 
confessions of Nerces the Gracious (Catholicos XII century) and 
pieces of Armenian spirituality, but to pray. Furthermore, it is an 
occasion both to practice and learn about Armenian spirituality. 
These prayers are held on Zoom, just click CTRL+ double-click on 
this hyperlink below and follow instructions to Open into the session. 
 
Evening Prayer - Zoom Meeting 
Alternatively, launch zoom from here https://us02web.zoom.us/join 
and join using the following details for the Evening Prayer meeting 

Meeting ID: 885 4270 0750 
Password: 606088 
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Worship Services in the Armenian Churches 

 

 

Holy Trinity Armenian Church 
229 Upper Brook Street 
Manchester, M13 0FY 

Tel: 0161 273 1074 
www.armenianchurchmanchester.org 

1st SUNDAY OF THE MONTH 

 
St. Yeghiche Church 
13b Cranley Gardens 

Kensington, London SW7 3BB 
Tel: 020 7373 8133 

www.styeghiche.org.uk 
 

 

 
St. Sarkis Church 
Iverna Gardens 

Kensington, London, W8 6TP 
Tel: 020 7937 0152 

www.stsarkisparish.co.uk 

London: Services are held every Sunday 
Manchester: Services are held on the 1st Sunday of the month. 
Birmingham: St. Peter Church, 208, High St, Walsall, WS3 3LA 

Dublin:  info@armenians.ie 
For further details, please contact the parish nearest to you: 

 

Diocesan Office 
Tel. 0208 998 9210 
info@armenianchurch.org.uk 
http://armenianchurch.org.uk/  
 
ACT UK Trustees 
Bishop Hovakim Manukyan, Ayda Lundon, Viken 
Haladjian, Hovnan Hampartsoumian, Alan Simonian  

 
Registered office address: 
Kemp House 152-160 City Road, London EC1V 2NX  
 

Website | Facebook  
  

 
Republic of Ireland 
www.armenians.ie 

 

Diocese of the Armenian Church of the United Kingdom & the Republic of Ireland 
His Grace Bishop Hovakim Manukyan, Primate 
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