
 

 

 
  

Armenian Church celebrates the feast of Exaltation of the Holy 
Cross 

(Սուրբ Խաչ) 
 

The Armenian Church will celebrate the feast of Exaltation of 
the Holy Cross on Sunday, September 13th.  
 
The Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross is the last of the 
five cardinal feasts or Daghavars. The Feast of the Elevation of 
the Holy Cross commemorates the emancipation of the Cross 
of Christ from Persia and elevation of it on Calvary in 
Jerusalem.  
The story of this event is as follows: When the Persian King, 
King Khosrov, occupied Jerusalem in 610 (AD.), he carried  
the Cross of Christ also with him to Persia as a bondage in 
order to insult the Christian community. In 628 (A. D.) 

Emperor Heracles of Constantinople conquered Persia and emancipated the Cross of Christ from the 
bondage and brought it back to Jerusalem. The Armenian people also have their own version of this 
event. When the Cross was emancipated from Persia, it was brought first to Garin (a city in 
Armenia), and it was carried through Armenia into Constantinople and then to Jerusalem. Patriarch 
Zakariah of Jerusalem decorated the Cross with roses and flowers and erected it on the Hill of 
Calvary. On this occasion, the Church of Jerusalem celebrates the emancipation of the Cross of 
Christ with great honour and much enthusiasm in order to inspire the people with the spiritual 
meaning of the Cross. One mountain top of Garin is called Khachapayd (the wood of the Holy Cross) 
When the Cross was carried from Persia to Jerusalem, the carriers passed through a road on this 
mountain. This is the reason why this mountain top is called 
the Khachapayd. Also, for the same reason, an Armenian 
convent near the City of Garin is called Khachga Vank (the 
Convent of the Cross).  
 
In the Armenian Church there are other feasts dedicated to 
the Holy Cross. The first one is the “Apparition of the Holy 
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Cross” (Fourth Sunday after Easter), Holy Cross of Varak (Third Sunday of the Exaltation), 
Discovery of the Cross (Seventh Sunday of the Exaltation). 
 
 

There are many traditions whilst celebrating the 
feast of the Holy Cross. One of them is to decorate 
holy cross with Basil. Why do we do this?  
 
The Church history tells us because of the 
persecutions of Christians and repelling them 
from the Holy city, the Holy Cross was lost for at 
least 3 centuries. It was found by the Empress 
Helena (the mother of St. Constantine the Great) 
on Golgotha in 326 AD, the place where Christ 
was crucified.  
 
On the spot where the Cross was discovered, St. 
Helena had found a hither to an unknown flower 

of rare beauty and fragrance, which has been named Basil, meaning the flower of royalty. 
Underneath the Basil, the Cross of Christ was found, but with it were the other two crosses, those 
used to crucify the two thieves on either side of Christ. The sign with the inscription, "Jesus of 
Nazareth, the King of the Jews", also lay among the three crosses. In order to determine which one 
was the true cross, a sick woman was told to kiss each of the three crosses. The woman kissed the 
first cross with no result. She kissed the second cross and again nothing happened. However, when 
the ailing woman kissed the True Cross, she was immediately made well. It so happened that a 
funeral procession was passing that way, and so the body of the dead man was placed on each of the 
crosses, and when it was placed on the True Cross, the dead man came to life — thus the name the 
“Life-Giving” Cross, which gives life not only to that man, but to each person who believes in the 
sacrifice of Christ on the Cross and His all-glorious three day Resurrection. 
 
 
 

Scripture of the Weeks 

 

 

Is 49:13-23 

Gal 6:14-18 

Jn 3:13-21 

* * * 

  

Prayer of the Week 

 

 

O Christ, the quickening fire, 

inflame my soul with the fire of 

your love that you dispersed over 

the earth, so that it may consume 

the stains of my soul; cleanse my 

conscience and my mind, 

purify my body from sin, 

and kindle the light of your 

Knowledge in my heart. 

Have mercy upon your creatures, 

and on me, a manifold sinner. 

(by Nerces the Gracious, XII century) 

Upcoming Saints & Feasts 

 

 

6 September: Barekendan of 

the Fast of Exaltation 

 

8 September: Feast of the 

Nativity of the Holy Mother-of-

God 

 

13 September: Exaltation of 

the Holy Cross 

  

 

 
 
 



 

Celebrating feast of cross and blessing traditional Armenian 
Matagh 

 
On September 13th, the Armenian Church celebrates the feast 
of exaltation of the Holy Cross. There will be a blessing of the 
Armenian tradition Matag Harrisa after the liturgy at Bishop's 
House.  
 
It is also in celebration of the liberation of the people in Mousa- 
Ler, an Armenian region of North Eastern banks of 
Mediteranian, who retreated to the mountain of Mousa and 
organized self -defence which lasted for 40 days.  
 
This event is usually celebrated in Armenia a week after the 
feast of the exaltation of the Holy Cross.  As usual, at the 

Bishop’s House there will be chess, backgammon, table teniss and other entertaining programs.   

 
The proceeds from this event will go to obtaining musical instruments for the Youth Club. Tickets £10 per 
person. Youth and children go free.  Kindly pay to Acc No: 20573160; Sort Code: 30-94-65 and RSVP 
acyo.contact@gmail.com or info@armenianchurch.org.uk  

 
Thank you for your generous support  

 
Apart our traditional games at the Armenian Club; chess and 
backgammon, table tennis and enjoying friendly atmosphere, new 
ideas and spiritual discussions, we are creating an Armenian 
musical band and special creative studio  where our youth will 
learn how to make professional-quality recordings, also helping 
attract young people to the 
hobby of music, keeping them 
away from harmful 
distractions all too common in 
the UK today. 
 

We were able to start this project thanks to our generous donors 
and supporters: Mr Shahe Gulian, Levon Aghoulian and Vartan 
Simonian.  
 
We are looking for sponsors to obtain (or to donate if you have spare) the following 
equiptment: guitar, sintezator,  accordion and doudouk, dhol for Musical band as well as the 
following items for the studio please see the attached file. 
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Please kindly note that from the September 9th the Bible studies and all online services 
will resume their meetings. 
 
We organize a variety of events throughout the week, please follow us on Facebook 
@ArmenianChurchoftheUKandIreland or @ACYOlondon, on Twitter @ar_churchuk and 
subscribe via email to receive our weekly newsletter, to find out about what is happening in 
the Armenian Church in the upcoming weeks. 

 
The Bible studies classes are not academic discussions but weekly meetings in 
which The Primate, together with clergy, leads study sessions for everyone who is 
in search of a deeper understanding of their faith and Christian fellowship. 
 
To participate, stay tuned and follow us on Zoom. 
Bible Study - Zoom Meeting 
Alternatively, launch zoom from here https://us02web.zoom.us/join and join 
using the following details for the Bible study meeting in English 
Meeting ID: 673 335 005 
Password: 545396 
 
 

 
 

Armenian Spirituality Online 
 

The distance between us currently prevents the faithful coming together 
to pray. 
In order to maintain our community’s togetherness, The Bishop and 
clergy have led a unique online prayer service on Friday evenings and 
the faithful have had a chance not only to read the confessions of Nerces 
the Gracious (Catholicos XII century) and pieces of Armenian 
spirituality, but to pray as we would in service. It is an occasion both to 
practice and learn about Armenian spirituality. The evening prayer will 
be held on Zoom the details for which are below: 
 
Evening Prayer - Zoom Meeting 
Alternatively, launch zoom from here https://us02web.zoom.us/join 
and join using the following details for the Evening Prayer meeting 
Meeting ID: 885 4270 0750 
Password: 606088 
If you do not have a Zoom application, just CTRL+ double click on the 
hyperlink and follow instructions to join the meeting.  

 

CHILDRENS CLUB 
 
Please take the opportunity to join the Children's group. 
The sessions will resume in October. For more details 
please contact: info@armenianchurch.org.uk  
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Worship Services in the Armenian Churches 

 

 

Holy Trinity Armenian Church 
229 Upper Brook Street 
Manchester, M13 0FY 

Tel: 0161 273 1074 
www.armenianchurchmanchester.org 

1st SUNDAY OF THE MONTH 

 
St. Yeghiche Church 
13b Cranley Gardens 

Kensington, London SW7 3BB 
Tel: 020 7373 8133 

www.styeghiche.org.uk 
 

 

 
St. Sarkis Church 
Iverna Gardens 

Kensington, London, W8 6TP 
Tel: 020 7937 0152 

www.stsarkisparish.co.uk 

London: Services are held every Sunday 
Manchester: Services are held on the 1st Sunday of the month. 
Birmingham: St. Peter Church, 208, High St, Walsall, WS3 3LA 

Dublin:  info@armenians.ie 
For further details, please contact the parish nearest to you: 

 

Diocesan Office 
Tel. 0208 998 9210 
info@armenianchurch.org.uk 
http://armenianchurch.org.uk/  
 
ACT UK Trustees 
Bishop Hovakim Manukyan, Ayda Lundon, Viken 
Haladjian, Hovnan Hampartsoumian, Alan Simonian  

 
Registered office address: 
Kemp House 152-160 City Road, London EC1V 2NX  
 

Website | Facebook  
  

 
Republic of Ireland 
www.armenians.ie 

 

Diocese of the Armenian Church of the United Kingdom & the Republic of Ireland 
His Grace Bishop Hovakim Manukyan, Primate 
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