
 

 

 
  

Prayer for peace and solidarity 

On 26th July, following the Divine Liturgy, a special commemoration 
ceremony was held at St Yeghiche Church in memory of our fallen 
soldiers. These brave warriors gave their lives protecting our 
motherland against Azerbaijani aggression in the Tavush region of 
Armenia. Prayers were dedicated to peace and solidarity for our 
Homeland and for the protection and safety of all our soldiers on the 
front lines as well as the innocent families affected in the region. 

Furthermore, during the 
ceremony his Grace Bishop Hovakim Manukyan addressed those who 
gathered at the Church: “When each of us lights a candle at this 
Armenian Khachkar of Holy Martyrs and asks God for peace for our 
country, let us renew our covenant with our homeland and reaffirm 

that we are against violence and 
war. We also stand for peace, 
justice and solidarity. This is not 
a sign of weakness, but of our 
lasting strength, remembering 
and reminding us of the 
allegorical words from Roman historian Virgilio’s in the first century 
BC: “Araks river does not tolerate bridges,” which means the Armenians 
do not tolerate foreign interventions.  

Gagik Kirakosyan, Chargé d'Affaires of 
the Embassy of the Republic of Armenia 
in the United Kingdom, paid tribute to 

the immortal memory of the servicemen who sacrificed their lives for the 
defence of the homeland, emphasising that the heroism of the boys is 
immortal. Kirakosyan also noted that cases of violence and attempts against 
Armenian citizens and members of the Armenian community have been 
registered in different countries around the world recently and called on our 
compatriots to be more vigilant and not to give in to any provocation.  
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Additionally, the young members of Homenetmen with flags and banners, led the procession to the Cross 
stone, where a wreath was laid and candles were lit. The service concluded with an Armenian Patriotic dance 
of Yarkhoushta performed by Akhtamar Performance Group. 

 

Armenian counter protest at BBC to increase awareness 
 

At the initiative of the ANC UK and with support of various activists 
within the Armenian Community, a counter protest was organised at 
BBC HQ in central London. The activist’s goal was to prevent 
Azerbaijanis from spreading false narratives whilst increasing 
awareness about the true essence of the attacks on the Armenian 
border by Azerbaijan on  Tuesday, July 28th. 
Even though the Armenian side was 
answering to the Chauvinistic claims of 
Azerbaijanis with prayer, dancing and 
peace, a clash between the 
demonstrators became inevitable, 

resulting from increased aggression by our misguided “neighbours.” With this 
demonstration, the Diaspora Armenians and UK Armenians expressed their 
solidarity once again with their co-patriots in Armenia who have committed 
themselves to peace, democracy and rule of law with their neighbours. For more 
information please click here to read the interview of Rev. Fr. Nshan Alaverdyan 
to yerkir.am and visit: @terakopian  
 

 
    Photos by @terakopian  
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.yerkir.am/news/view/208918.html?fbclid=IwAR3vrVpNKQYP4aF5q--D-5fthGAlWDrPOF4_kH3nbkDoj48p1OhjYMj6vZo


 

 

"I am the good shepherd. The good 
shepherd lays down his life for the sheep” 

(Jn 10:11) 
 
The parable of good shepherd teaches that Jesus leads 
his flock away from dangers and into safe pastures. He 
is so committed to the welfare of each one of his sheep 
that he is willing to die for them (Jn 10:17-18). The same 
also applies to his disciples.  

 
The pastors of the Armenian Churches participated in 
the recent demonstration and led their people in 
prayer, calling upon their flock to commit themselves to 
peace in the face of aggravation.  

  
    Photos by @terakopian  

 

 

We would like to announce that there are new guidelines offered by the Mother See of Holy Etchmiadzin and 
the UK Government that we are required to follow. The guidelines are detailed in the document that was issued 
by our Diocese: Please click here to read it.  

Quoting directly from the guidelines, please note that “Taking the Holy Communion is also a private matter for 
the faithful. Those who feel that they are ready to take Holy Communion should, nevertheless, appreciate the risk 
involved.” 

 
Some of the greatest gifts that our historically prosperous nation has to 
offer are available to observe in Armenia uncovered. Comedian Kev 
Orkian personifies the warm hearted and diverse spirit of this 
spectacular nation as he travels across Armenia to present the world 
with its great storytellers. With 5,000-year-old shoes that predate 
Stonehenge by 400 years to the wonderful wine from the “grandfather 
grapes” of Pinot Noir, this documentary certainly has stories to tell in 
no short supply. Also, we meet some of the greatest minds in Armenia, 
including one of the last interviews with the late, great Armenian singer 
Charles Aznavour who is a true symbol of the many unprecedented 
talents Armenia has given to the world. As well as such traditional 

genius, we also get a fabulous insight into the steps taken to produce the next generation of talent in Armenia, 
albeit in a new form with recent technological advancements. Armenia uncovered also focuses on the countries 
past and its borders, by exploring what the dispersed Diaspora is doing to keep the Armenian tradition going 
strong. In short, this documentary is simply unmissable and a must watch for anyone fascinated in the past, 
present and future of our unique nation and has just become available to view on Amazon Prime. For more info: 
@armeniauncovered on social media platforms. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://armenianchurch.org.uk/guidance-for-restoration-of-church-services/
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Armenia-Uncovered-Kev-Orkian/dp/B08CS36PM9/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=Armenia+uncovered&qid=1595685363&s=instant-video&sr=1-1


 

 

ARMENIAN CHURCH AROUND THE WORLD  
 
 

“We should be realistic and stay alert” says archbishop Pargev 
Martirosyan, the Primate of the diocese of Arstakh. 
_______________ 
His Eminence Arbishop Pargev Marirosyan is sharing his ideas about 
the recent escalation on the borders of Armenia. Please click here to 
watch and learn about the life of the Armenian Church in the second 
Armenia Republic.  

 
 
Mother See of Holy Etchmiadzin will distribute 8500 Bibles to the communities in 
Armenia 

The department of Mission and 
Evangelism of the Mother See of 
Holy Etchmiadzin led by Very Rev 
Fr. Garegin Hambardzumian will 
distribute 8500 Bibles to the 
communities and parishes in 
Armenia, including various 
recreational institutions.  

Please click here to watch: 

 

Armenian Church Youth distribute face masks to combat COVID-19 in Yerevan  

  
______________ 
ACYO has launched a campaign in Yerevan under the slogan “let’s 
overcome the pandemic together” to provide masks to the city 
whilst also increasing awareness. Please click here to watch: 
For more information please visit:@holyetchmiadzin.am  

 
 
 

 
 

Feast of sons and grandson of st. Gregory the 

Illuminator 
 
St Gregory the illuminator’s profound influence lived through his sons 
and Grandsons.  Aristakes was St. Gregory the Illuminator’s 
youngest son. He was consecrated a bishop by his father and later 
became one of St. Gregory’s most esteemed supporters.  
In 325 A.D., he partook in the First Ecumenical Council of Nicaea, 
representing the first Catholicos and the entire Armenian Church. 
Following St. Gregory the Illuminator, he became Catholicos of All 
Armenians. He was killed in 333 A.D. by Arkeghayos, a prince of 
Greater Armenia, for criticizing some of the incorrigible behaviour of 
the king, and was buried in the village Til. Vrtanes was St. Gregory the 
Illuminator’s elder son. He was married and had two sons – Grigoris 
and Housik. Following the death of his brother, he ascended to the 
Catholicosal Throne. Although Christianity was already well accepted 

https://www.facebook.com/ArmenianChurchoftheUKandIreland/videos/638605490091175/
https://www.facebook.com/ArmenianChurchoftheUKandIreland/videos/287121809166821/
https://www.facebook.com/holyetchmiadzin/videos/412819359676620/


 

as the official religion, some remnants of paganism continued. One region that had substantial 
resistance to Christianity was the province of Daron. Vrtanes organized annual festive Christian 
celebrations in this province to gradually eliminate their pagan beliefs and practices and succeeded. 
Vrtanes died in 341 A.D. and was buried in the village Tordan, near the relics of St. Gregory the 
Illuminator. Grigoris was the elder son of Vrtanes. He was sent by the Armenian Church to spread 
Christianity among the neighboring nations of Armenia. He was martyred upon the order of King 
Sanesan, the head of the nomadic Mazkut tribe. His remains were buried by the deacons who served 
with him, in the village of Amaras, in Artsakh. In 489 A.D. upon the order of the Aghvan (Caucasian 
Albanian) King Vachagan, the Church of St. Gregory was built on this site. Housik was the younger 
son of Vrtanes. He married with the daughter of the Armenian King Tiridates and had two sons – 
Pap and Antiochus. In 341 A.D. he was elected as the Catholicos of All Armenians. He resisted and 
challenged the will of King Tiran, who wished to hang the portrait of Julianus the Betrayer in a 
church. He was severely beaten, martyred, and was buried in the village of Tordan, in the province of 
Daranaghi. The sons and grandsons of St. Gregory the Illuminator are remembered and 
commemorated by all Armenian Churches throughout the world for their service to the Church, their 
faithfulness to Christianity, and their commitment to the Armenian people. 
 
Feast of 12 prophets will be celebrated in the Armenian Church on Monday  
 

The Prophets were the chosen ones through which God spoke 
his will to the people of the world. They were the voice of God 
on earth, and gave instruction to the people of Israel, warning 
them against dangers. Each prophet was God’s way of 
communication with his followers. Often, God gave them 
power to work miracles, proving to people that they were 
chosen by Him. The prophets received their communication 
through prophecies, proverbs, and symbols. All prophecies 
concerning the coming of the Messiah came true in the New 
Testament, by means of Jesus Christ. The twelve Minor 
Prophets lived full lives under God during differing time 
periods: 

Hosea: the Prophet Hosea was the preacher of the Word of 
God, in 750 BC. He continued his mission until Samaria was 
conquered in 722-721 BC. As the Israeli state disintegrated, 

the moral decay of Israel, and the elimination of social justice was a significant challenge to fight 
against for Hosea. He made declarations concerning the responsibility of the elite and that the love of 
God demands us to struggle against all forms of injustice, and to beware of false idols. 

Joel: Little is known about the period when the Prophet Joel lived. He spoke of the “Day of the Lord” 
and urged people to turn to God. He has foretold that the day would come when God would “pour out 
His Spirit” over all people. This prophecy came true during Pentecost, when the Holy Spirit descended 
to earth in the form of extraordinary flames. 

Amos: The Prophet Amos is the oldest prophet. He was a shepherd, who lived in the village of Thecua, 
not far from Bethlehem. He lived and worked in the 8th century BC. In his prophecies, he spoke of the 
greatness of God, authority and justice, the demands of the law, and especially of the rights of the 
deprived.  

Obadiah: The Prophet Obadiah’s book is the shortest of the Minor Prophets. The prophet told that the 
people of Edom would be punished and defeated as would all enemies of Israel. This was to make them 
comprehend that God’s Word is final, and that he is the final judge. 

Jonah: Unlike the other prophetic books, the Book of Jonah is a narrative describing the adventures 
of a prophet who repeatedly tried to disobey God’s command. By the Lord’s command, a large fish 
swallowed Jonah, where he remained for three days and three nights. Only after Jonah’s prayer and 



 

redemption did the Lord allow the fish to free Jonah. This is a major teaching point for Christ in the 
Gospels 

Micah: the Prophet Micah was from the village of Moresheth, which many identify with the present-
day Tel-Al-Jadidah. Micah lived in the 8th century BC. He warned of the fall of Jerusalem, which was 
the consequence of the sins of man. He called on them to repent and remain obedient to the Will of 
God in order to receive all of his gifts instead of following the path of destruction through sinning that 
the people of Moresheth had become accustom to . 

Nahum: the name of the prophet means “consoler” or “comforter”. The Book of Nahum was written in 
663 BC during the fall of Nineveh to the Babylonians in 612 BC. Nahum taught of the Lord’s 
vengefulness, including a forceful description of the fright that seized all creation when faced with the 
judgment of the Lord. However, and in contrast with this harsh picture of God, Nahum describes the 
comforting assurance of God’s loving kindness and its power to overcome vengeance for a better cause. 

Habakkuk: Habakkuk shared in the misfortunes and sufferings of others, and before strongly 
condemning evil. The book was most likely written towards the beginning of the 6th century BC. The 
book reads as a dramatic dialogue between God and His prophet and presents the Lord as the eternal 
and righteous ruler of the world. 

Zephaniah: The Prophet Zephaniah preached prior to Habakkuk. Zephaniah answered questions 
concerning the level of God’s interest in mankind, and whether Christian predestination exists. He 
also preached very forcefully against idolatry in all its forms due to its nature of skewing the true nature 
of God. 

Haggai: The Prophet Haggai preached to encourage the Israelites to reconstruct the temple of 
Jerusalem. He understood that the poverty of the people and the poor condition of the harvest was 
due to the Temple remaining in a state of ruins. This book was likely inscribed in 520 BC. 

Zechariah: Zechariah, with Haggai was one of the two prophets who brought about the eventual 
rebuilding of the Temple. The book consists of two parts. The first part contains prophecies dating 
back to 520-518 BC, the second part may have been written many years later. 

Malachi: The prophet is the last of the 12 Minor Prophets. The Book of Malachi, the last book of the 
Old Testament, was written in the first half of the 5th century BC. Malachi invigorated people to change 
their lives when he saw the destruction that it had caused Israel. The prophet also preached of God’s 
unending love, and the final judgement day we must all face. 

 
 
Gospel Reading of the Week 
 
THE HOLY GOSPEL OF JESUS CHRIST ACCORDING TO MATTHEW “Unto Our Lord Jesus 
Christ:  
And Pharisees came up to him and tested him by asking, “Is it lawful to divorce one's wife for any 
cause?” He answered, “Have you not read that he who made them from the beginning made them 
male and female, and said, `For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to 
his wife, and the two shall become one'? So, they are no longer two but one. What therefore God has 
joined together, let no man put asunder.” They said to him, “Why then did Moses command one to 
give a certificate of divorce, and to put her away?” He said to them, “For your hardness of heart 
Moses allowed you to divorce your wives, but from the beginning it was not so. And I say to you: 
whoever divorces his wife, except for unchastity, and marries commits adultery; and he who marries 
a divorced woman, commits adultery.” The disciples said to him, “If such is the case of a man with 
his wife, it is not expedient to marry.” But he said to them, “Not all men can receive this precept, but 
only those to whom it is given. For there are eunuchs who have been so from birth, and there are 
eunuchs who have been made eunuchs by men, and there are eunuchs who have made themselves 



 

eunuchs for the sake of the kingdom of heaven. He, who is able to receive this, let him receive it.”  
 
 

Reflection: 
 

The upcoming Sunday reading is from the Gospel of Matthew 
(19:3-12). It is about marriage and divorce, a subject that 
concerns all of us. Since the dawn of creation, God designed 
marriage to be permanent, exclusive and fruitful (Gen 1:18; 
2:24; Mt 19:5). However, since the rebellions against God, the 
institution of marriage has suffered many distortions that 
tarnished its true form. Moses permitted divorce and 
remarriage as a concession to the sinfulness of Israel under the 
Old Covenant (Deut 24:1-4). It is ultimately clear that divorce 
fall short of God’s will and plan for married couples.  “The man 
who hates and divorces his wife,” says the Lord, the God of 

Israel, “does violence to the one he should protect,” says the Lord Almighty. (Mal 2:16).  
The interpretation of Jesus’s teaching on marriage, divorce and remarriage is unfortunately a source 
of controversy among Christians.  The Armenian Church does not allow divorce as a united family is 
vital and encourages its members to safeguard it as a lifelong partnership. However, because of 
fragile human nature, we often fail to preserve our marriages. Historically, the Church remarries its 
members under exceedingly rare conditions, such as is one of the couples have left or they have not 
seen the other for more than seven years. The latest was useful during the foreign invasions in 
Armenia when invaders would take into innocent civil populations hostage or internally displace 
them.  There are also examples of divorce when one of the couples had incurable mental illness or 
there was hard evidence of unfaithfulness.  
Lastly, as Armenian Christians we should know that the Armenian Church is the first church that 
required any Christian wishing to be married to do so by means of the Church’s liturgical services. 
Overall, the wedding in the Armenian Church is something much more than a civil union. 
Please click here to watch the video by His Grace Bishop Daniel Findikyan, Primate of the Eastern 
Diocese, on the sacrament of marriage.   
 
 
To find out more about prayer, hymns and liturgical readings of each Sunday’s service 
please click here and visit the website of Sacred Music Council of the Armenian 
Church.  Our team thanks the Easter Diocese of the Armenian Church in the US for 
preparing the vast liturgical materials for the English readers of the Armenian 
Church.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Scripture of the Week                                                                                          Upcoming     Feasts 
 

Is 5:1-10. 

1 Cor 6:18-7:11 

Mt 19:3-12. 

 

* * * 

 

Prayer of the Week 
 
Please remember in your prayers 
the Republic of Armenia, 
especially the innocent civilians 
and workers of the mask factory 
and the children of the 
kindergarten in Tavoush region of 
Armenia who became targets of 
Azeri aggression  last week. 
 
Please pray to Almighty God so 
that the peace and love prevails in 
the region of conflicts, especially 
now when humanity struggles 
against the common enemy: 
COVID-19.  

1 August: Sons and 

grandsons of 

St. Gregory the 

Enlightener 

2 August: Third Sunday 

after Transfiguration 

3 August: Sts. Maccabees 

4 August: Twelve Holy 

Prophets 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6IHxgbRmo4o
http://armenianchurchmusic.org/resources/sundays/august-2-2020


 

 

CHILDRENS CLUB 
 

 
 

Armenian Spirituality Online: Chant, Learn, Watch, Pray 

 
The distance between us at this time prevents the faithful from coming 
together to pray. 
In order to maintain our community’s togetherness, The Bishop and 
clergy have led a unique online prayer service on Friday evenings and the 
faithful have had a chance not only to read the confessions of Nerces the 
Gracious (Catholicos XII century) and pieces of Armenian spirituality, but 
to pray also. It is an occasion both to practice and learn about Armenian 
spirituality. 
 
If you do not have a Zoom application, just CTRL+ double click on this 
hyperlink below and follow instructions to Open into the meeting 
Evening Prayer - Zoom Meeting 
Alternatively, launch zoom from here https://us02web.zoom.us/join and join 
using the following details for the Evening Prayer meeting 

Meeting ID: 885 4270 0750 
Password: 606088 
 

 
 

Join the Online Bible studies  
 
The Bible studies classes are not academic discussions but weekly meetings in 
which The Primate, together with clergy, leads study sessions for everyone 
who is in search of a deeper understanding of their faith and Christian 
fellowship. 
To participate, stay tuned and follow us on Zoom. 
Bible Study - Zoom Meeting 

 

  

 

 

Please take the opportunity to join the Children's 
group next week, Thursday at 1 pm via Zoom 
application: https://us02web.zoom.us/join 
using the following log in details: Meeting ID: 862 
3858 5467, Password: 922533 
 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/join
https://us02web.zoom.us/join


 

Alternatively, launch zoom from here 
https://us02web.zoom.us/join and join using the following 
details for the Bible study meeting in English 
Meeting ID: 673 335 005 
Password: 545396 
 
 

Follow Church Services online 
 
The faithful can access these services on the Facebook pages 
of our parishes in London; these broadcasts can be accessed 
via the links below: 
 
St. Yeghiche Church https://www.facebook.com/StYeghiche/ 
St. Sarkis Church https://www.facebook.com/groups/SSCPLondon/ 
Holy Trinity Church https://www.facebook.com/groups/340444669390361/ 
For more information please also visit: armenianchurch.org.uk 
And https://www.facebook.com/ArmenianChurchoftheUKandIreland/ 
 
Additionally, you may find materials for spiritual growth on these websites run by The Mother See of Holy 
Etchmiadzin or The faithful of our Church such as: armenianchurch.info and arak29.am as well as websites 
organised by the Eastern & Western Dioceses of the Armenian Church in the US like www.vemkar.us  
www.armenianchurchmusic.org, www.avedaran.com  available in both Armenian and English. 
 
We once again thank all committed individuals and representatives of our committed organisations for 
preparing vast online liturgical and theological materials for viewing. 

 
 

Weekly Spiritual Nourishment 
 

In these challenging times, while we are trying to adapt to new conditions 
and circumstances in our lives, it is important that we take care of our 
spiritual nourishment and sustenance. Join the Primate on every second 
Thursday of the month, at 8:00 PM, for spiritual nourishment, which will 
consist of reflections and contemplation on gems of Armenian spiritual 
writings and poetry.  
 
The next Zoom meeting will take place on the 30th July.  
 
 
It will be in Armenian. If you do not have a Zoom application, just CTRL+ 
double click on this hyperlink below and follow instructions to Open into 

the meeting Weekly Spiritual Nourishment - Zoom Meeting Alternatively, launch zoom from here 
https://us02web.zoom.us/join and join using the following details for the Evening Prayer meeting 
Meeting ID: 885 4270 0750 Password: 606088  
 
 
 
  
 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/ArmenianChurchoftheUKandIreland/
http://www.vemkar.us/
http://www.armenianchurchmusic.org/
http://www.avedaran.com/


 

 



 

 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Worship Services in the Armenian Churches 

 

 

Holy Trinity Armenian Church 
229 Upper Brook Street 
Manchester, M13 0FY 

Tel: 0161 273 1074 
www.armenianchurchmanchester.org 

1st SUNDAY OF THE MONTH 

 
St. Yeghiche Church 
13b Cranley Gardens 

Kensington, London SW7 3BB 
Tel: 020 7373 8133 

www.styeghiche.org.uk 
 

 

 
St. Sarkis Church 
Iverna Gardens 

Kensington, London, W8 6TP 
Tel: 020 7937 0152 

www.stsarkisparish.co.uk 

London: Services are held every Sunday 
Manchester: Services are held on the 1st Sunday of the month. 
Birmingham: St. Peter Church, 208, High St, Walsall, WS3 3LA 

Dublin:  info@armenians.ie 
For further details, please contact the parish nearest to you: 

 

Diocesan Office 
Tel. 0208 998 9210 
info@armenianchurch.org.uk 
http://armenianchurch.org.uk/  
 
ACT UK Trustees 
Bishop Hovakim Manukyan, Ayda Lundon, Viken 
Haladjian, Hovnan Hampartsoumian, Alan Simonian  

 
Registered office address: 
Kemp House 152-160 City Road, London EC1V 2NX  
 

Website | Facebook  
  

 
Republic of Ireland 
www.armenians.ie 

 

Diocese of the Armenian Church of the United Kingdom & the Republic of Ireland 
His Grace Bishop Hovakim Manukyan, Primate 

 

http://www.armenianchurchmanchester.org/
http://www.styeghiche.org.uk/
http://www.stsarkisparish.co.uk/
mailto:info@armenians.ie
mailto:info@armenianchurch.org.uk
http://armenianchurch.org.uk/
http://armeniandiocese.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/ArmenianChurchofGreatBritian/
http://www.armenians.ie/
http://armeniandiocese.org.uk/
http://armeniandiocese.org.uk/the-diocese/parish-clergy/the-primate

