
 

 

 
 

The Catholicos of all Armenians, His Holiness Karekin II, 
held a zoom meeting with The Primates of the Armenian 

Diocese in Europe 

 
On the 24th of June 2020, His Holiness 
Karekin II held a zoom meeting with 
Primates and pontifical legates 
representing their respective diocese 
across Europe. Among those in 
attendance, were: Archbishop Khajag 
Barssamian, pontifical legate for 
central Europe, Bishop Tiran 
Pedrosyan, pontifical legate to central 
Europe and Sweden, Bishop Hovakim 
Manukyan, Primate of the Armenian 
Diocese in the UK and Ireland, Bishop 
Vahan Hovhanessian, Primate of the 
diocese of France, Bishop Datev 
Hagopian, Primate of the diocese of 
Romania and acting Primate of the 
diocese in  Bulgaria, Bishop Serovbe 
Isakhanian, Primate of the diocese of 

Germany, Bishop Vardan Navasardyan, Primate of the diocese of Baltic countries, very reverend 
Father Goossan Aljanian Locum Tenens of  Diocese of Switzerland, and Locum Tenens of the Diocese 
in Greece, Father Khoren Arakelyan.  

Extending His paternal greetings to the representatives of the Armenian churches in Europe, His 
Holiness emphasized the significance of such meetings. He particularly welcomed the idea of using 
modern technology to keep in contact with The Mother See of Holy Etchmiadzin and His Holiness, 
and the significant progress that can be made by utilising similar platforms.  

His Holiness also welcomed initiatives focused on organising online training programmes for the laity 
and the clergy of the Church. During the meeting, many pastoral questions were raised, with 
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discussions cenetering on the lives of Armenians across Europe. The Primates notified His Holiness 
about the activities in their diocese during the COVID-19 virus, informing Him further on the relative 
needs of the faithful in each nation. Also in conversation, was the easing of lockdowns by European 
nations, and how the gradual reopening of churches for public worship will take place. Questions 
pertaining to Holy Communion were raised also, with Primates coming to the conclusion that the Holy 
Communion should be distributed in the traditional way, whilst still maintaining all necessary safety 
measures in-line with current regulations. His Holiness also informed representatives about the 
construction works on the Cathedral of Holy Etchmiadzin and expressed his hope that the recent 
consecration of the crosses on the dome of the Cathedral will be a hope of grace to the faithful and a 
sign that we will overcome the difficulties that face us today.  

The Primates were also advised on the charitable activities of the Mother See of Holy Etchmiadzin 
during the COVID-19 virus, and the help that the church extends to vulnerable families in Armenia 
through the outreach programmes of the Church. His Holiness thanked Primates and Armenian 
churches in Europe for their strong support to this cause. For our Faithful in the UK, it brings us great 
joy to inform you that recently, from the savings of the diocese and the parishes, we have contributed 
£5000 to this cause.  

At the conclusion of the meeting, His Holiness encouraged the clergy to continue their hard work for 
their Church and wider communities, and also placed special emphasis on the inclusion and 
involvement of lay members in the daily life of the Church, strengthening both their faith and their 
inherent connection with their Motherland.  

 

Father’s Day 
 

Last Sunday was Father’s Day across the United Kingdom 
and Ireland. Bishop Hovakim has congratulated all Fathers 
on that joyous occasion in short Facebook message making 
point that Fatherhood is more responsibility and a mission 
for Christian fathers.   

We give our thanks to those fathers which serve as an 
example for good in the lives of their children, and fondly 
remember those which have left this world in our prayers.  

 

 

 

Fake News and the Good News 

 

The ethical and moral questions regarding Fake News 
and personal reflections on the phenomenon was 
discussed during a Zoom seminar on 19 June 2020, 
organised by the Diocese of the Armenian Church. Dr 
Hratch Tchilingirian, a sociologist and a leading scholar 
of Armenian studies (Oxford), had curated the event and 
led the discussion, which was well attended, including 
participants from Ireland and the US. 

Dr Tchilingirian started with a brief introduction. He 
said nowadays fake news has become part of our daily 

lives, as we are inundated with information and news. “We are constantly faced with fake news, 
disinformation, conspiracies and rumors,” he said, adding that “many at times, facts and truths get 
lost in the information “noise”. 



 

He then presented the results of a massive study published in Science in March 2018, which analyzed 
every major contested news story across the span of Twitter’s existence—some 126,000 stories, 
tweeted by 3 million users, over more than 10 years. The study found that the truth simply cannot 
compete with hoax and rumor. By every common metric, falsehood consistently dominated the truth 
on Twitter, according to the study. 

This was followed by an open 
discussion by the participants. For 
nearly one hour, comments, thoughts, 
questions and reflections were 
presented by various voices on the 
affects of Fake News, on the ethical and 
moral questions related to 
disinformation, misinformation and 
fake news. In the final segment of the 
discussion, the focus was turned to the 
Good News of the Gospel. Dr 
Tchilingirian read a passage from the 
Gospel of Matthew (16:13-20), where 
Jesus asked his disciples: “Who do 
people say the Son of Man is?” The 
participants reflected their personal 
engagement with “news” and the 
effects of these issues in their spiritual 
life. 

 

 

ACYO  

# 🌴oronaℤoom: 

 
 

On June 16, the Coronaℤoom long-distance meeting of the AYCO Central Office took place with 
Vanouhi Petrosyan and Reverend Father Nshan Alaverdyan. Fr Nshan and Vanouhi presented the 
activities carried out by the Diocese's youth in the region.  



 

• There was a Zoom Quiz Night dedicated to Armenia's independence and victories, which was 
attended by young people from the United States and Armenia. Questions about the Armenian 
Church, history, culture and music were asked during the quiz.  

• During the Easter, the young people conducted an online defiance campaign, encouraging the 
community to join the liturgy online, presenting that "if people can't go to Church, the Church 
can be brought home." 

• ACYO Supervisor, Director of the Central Office, Rev. Fr. Tovma Khachatryan presented the 

latest goal of the       oronaℤoom regional meetings. He highlighted the need to work to develop 
the leadership skills of the diocesan youth. 

He also referred to the "Towards Holy Etchmiadzin, to the Dioceses of Armenia" pan-Armenian youth 
2020-2021 pilgrimage, which will be dedicated to the 20th anniversary of His Holiness's 
enthronement. A number of other programs planned for the 20th anniversary of the enthronement 
were discussed. 

Fr Tovma also presented the initiative entitled "Church Construction and Armenian Youth" planned 
jointly with the Dioceses of the ACYO Central Office. 

Mariam Harutyunyan, Deputy for Relations with the Diocesan Youth Structures of the Office, 
presented the new initiatives of the Central Office "100 Questions About the Church" and "My Church". 
The meeting ended with a prayer for the healing of the sick. 

 

 

In Memoriam of late Catholicos KAREKIN I 
June 29th is the 21st Anniversary of the passing of Late 

Catholicos KAREKIN I 
 

June 29th marks the 21st anniversary of the passing of our late 
Catholicos, Karekin I. Born and baptised in Kesab, Syria in 
1932.  

During his time as Catholicos, he paid great attention to the 
matter of religious education, making significant progress in to 
modernizing and expanding the theological Seminary. His 
Journey to spread the word of God took him on pontifical visits 
to North America, Lebanon, Iran, Syria, Cyprus, as well as the 
Arab states of the Persian Gulf, where great strides were made 
to build and strong and lasting relationships throughout the 
diaspora.  

Today, we remember the work of Catholicos Karekin I and the 
duty he fulfilled to spread the word of God, strengthening the 
faith of Armenians everywhere. Please click here to read one of 
His great works in Armenian entitled: “why should I attend 
Church.”  

 

 
 
 
 

https://armenianchurch.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/Karekin-I-why-we-should-go-to-Church.pdf
https://armenianchurch.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/Karekin-I-why-we-should-go-to-Church.pdf


 

The online Internship programme at Bishops' House 
 

 

• The Primate is looking for a research assistant in the fields of 

Biblical and other Ecclesial studies, 

• Live broadcasting and modern technology. 

 

This internship entails digitalizing theological, Biblical and Ecumenical text, documents, and other 

commentaries, preparing booklets, helping the Primate during various online presentations and 

Webinars as well as Live Interpretations of Divine Liturgy and other services during the major feasts. 

If you are interested in volunteering please contact: info@armenianchurch.org.uk 
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COVID 19 UPDATE 
 

Over the past week, the government has released new 
support guidelines for the Public, the excerpt below, 

taken from the gov.uk website, highlights the impact 
of the latest round of easing on the public: 
 

“What can I do that I couldn’t do before? 

From 4 July: 

• you can meet in groups of up to two 
households (your support bubble counts as one 

household) in any location - public or private, 
indoors or outdoors. You do not always have to meet with the same household - you 
can meet with different households at different times. However, it remains the case - 
even inside someone’s home - that you should socially distance from anyone not in 
your household or bubble. This change also does not affect the support you receive 
from your carers 

• when you are outside you can continue to meet in groups of up to six people from 
different households, following social distancing guidelines 

• additional businesses and venues, including restaurants, pubs, cinemas, visitor 
attractions, hotels, and campsites will be able to open - but we will continue to keep 
closed certain premises where the risks of transmission may be higher 

• other public places, such as libraries, community centres, places of worship, outdoor 
playgrounds and outdoor gyms will be able to open 

• stay overnight away from your home with your own household or support bubble, or 
with members of one other household 

• It will be against the law to gather in groups larger than 30 people, except for a limited 
set of circumstances to be set out in law” 

 

Additional information and support is available on https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus, including more broad 
guidance and advice on how you can protect you and your family from the virus. 

 

 
Register with Easyfundraising 
 

Please remember to use easyfundraising every time you 

shop online! Over 4,000 shops and sites will donate, so 

you can raise FREE donations for us no matter what 

you’re buying. These donations really help us out, so 

please sign up if you haven’t yet. It’s easy and FREE! You 

can get started at clicking here.   

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/meeting-people-from-outside-your-household
https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/armenianchurch/?utm_campaign=raise-more&utm_content=en-n2


 

The children’s club 
 
 

The next stop of the "Wonderful Journey" of the 
exciting online children's program was from Babel to 
Hayk. Children made tower cards, learnt not only 
about the Biblical story of the tower of Babel but also 
discovered the relation between this story and our 
ancestor Hayk Nahapet, who is descended from the 
tribe of Noah's son Japheth. At the end of our journey 
children recited the prayer of forgiveness: "Lord have 
mercy ( Ter Voghormia).”  

 

 

Upcoming events  
 
Due to COVID-19, many of our projects that were previously taking place either at Bishop’s House or 
in our churches have since been cancelled. However, a lot of these sessions, as well as new projects 
are now happening online. Please follow our newsletter and our Facebook page to participate in our 
various programmes that we are organising for the spiritual nourishment of the faithful.  
 
 

 
 

 

Armenian Spirituality Online: 
Chant, Learn, Watch, Pray 
 
The distance between us at this time prevents the faithful to 
coming together to pray.  

In order to maintain our community’s togetherness, The Bishop 
and clergy have led a unique online prayer service on Friday 
evenings and the faithful had a chance not only to read the 
confessions of Nerces the Gracious (Catholicos XII century) and 

pieces of Armenian spirituality, but to pray. It is an occasion both to practice and learn about 
Armenian spirituality.   
If you do not have a Zoom application, just CTRL+ double click on this hyperlink below and follow 



 

instructions to Open into the meeting 
Evening Prayer - Zoom Meeting 
 
Alternatively, launch zoom from here https://us02web.zoom.us/join and join using the following details for the 
Evening Prayer meeting 

Meeting ID: 885 4270 0750 
Password: 606088 

 

 
Online Bible Studies every Wednesday 

 

 

The Bible studies classes are not academic discussions 
but weekly meetings in which The Primate, together 
with clergy, leads study sessions for everyone who is in 
search of a deeper understanding of their faith and 
Christian fellowship. 

To participate, Stay tuned and follow us on Zoom. 

 
 
Bible Study - Zoom Meeting 
  
Alternatively, launch zoom from 
here  https://us02web.zoom.us/join and join using the 
following details for the Bible study meeting in English 
Meeting ID: 673 335 005 Password: 545396 
 
                                                                             
 

 
 
 

 
Weekly Spiritual Nourishment 

 
In these challenging times, while we are trying to adapt to new conditions and circumstances in our lives, it is 
important that we take care of our spiritual nourishment and sustenance.  
Join the Primate on every second Thursday of the month, at 8:00 PM, for spiritual nourishment, which will 
consist of reflections and contemplation on gems of Armenian spiritual writings and poetry. 
The first Zoom meeting will take place on 11th June.  We will read and discuss excerpts from the writings of 
the late Catholicos Karekin I —“Խորհէ’ եւ մտիր.”  It be in Armenian. 
If you do not have a Zoom application, just CTRL+ double click on this hyperlink below and follow 
instructions to Open into the meeting 
Evening Prayer - Zoom Meeting 
 
Alternatively, launch zoom from here https://us02web.zoom.us/join and join using the following details for 
the Evening Prayer meeting 
Meeting ID: 885 4270 0750 
Password: 606088 

 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/join
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/673335005?pwd=NUs1T1lnVXdVNm9GUEdpenRnd01wZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/join
https://us02web.zoom.us/join


 

 
 

Follow Church Services online 
 
On the YouTube platform, you can browse an entire library of videos on a variety of Armenian Church and 
community topics including divine liturgies. Click on the following links to access the portals for Armenian 
Church UK, Manchester Armenian Church and HAMAINKTV.  
The faithful can access these services on the Facebook pages of our parishes in London; these broadcasts can 
be accessed via the links below: 
 
St. Yeghiche Church https://www.facebook.com/StYeghiche/ 
St. Sarkis Church https://www.facebook.com/groups/SSCPLondon/ 
Holy Trinity Church https://www.facebook.com/groups/340444669390361/ 
 
For more information please also visit: armenianchurch.org.uk  and 
https://www.facebook.com/ArmenianChurchoftheUKandIreland/ 
 
Additionally, you may find materials for spiritual growth on these websites run by The Mother See of Holy 
Etchmiadzin or The faithful of our Church such as: armenianchurch.info and arak29.am as well as websites 
organised by the Eastern & Western Dioceses of the Armenian Church in the US like www.vemkar.us  
www.armenianchurchmusic.org, www.avedaran.com  available in both Armenian and English. 
 
We once again thank all committed individuals and representatives of our committed organisations for 
preparing vast online liturgical and theological materials for viewing. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Upcoming     Feasts 
 
 
27 June: St. Gregory the Enlightener 
(Discovery of his Relics) 
 
29 June: Holy Martyrs Antoninus, 
Theophilus, Anectus and Photinus 
 
30 June: St. Daniel the Prophet 
 
2 July: Holy Translators St. Sahag and 
St. Mesrob 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prayer of the Week 
 

Dear Gracious God, 

As we end this week, the time is coming 

when we will be able to make a small step 

to pray together as a congregation and 

share the Body and Blood of Your Begotten 

Son. We pray for those who are still 

recovering and stay in the infirmaries 

because of COVID 19. Grant them O’ Lord 

speedy recovery so that they can join their 

loved ones. 

 

Scripture of the Week 
 

 

Is 1:21-31 

Rom 7:25-8:11 

Mt 12:38-45 

 

https://www.facebook.com/StYeghiche/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/SSCPLondon/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/340444669390361/
http://www.vemkar.us/
http://www.armenianchurchmusic.org/
http://www.avedaran.com/


 

 
 

 



 

 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Worship Services in the Armenian Churches 

 

 

Holy Trinity Armenian Church 
229 Upper Brook Street 
Manchester, M13 0FY 

Tel: 0161 273 1074 
www.armenianchurchmanchester.org 

1st SUNDAY OF THE MONTH 

 
St. Yeghiche Church 
13b Cranley Gardens 

Kensington, London SW7 3BB 
Tel: 020 7373 8133 

www.styeghiche.org.uk 
 

 

 
St. Sarkis Church 
Iverna Gardens 

Kensington, London, W8 6TP 
Tel: 020 7937 0152 

www.stsarkisparish.co.uk 

London: Services are held every Sunday 
Manchester: Services are held on the 1st Sunday of the month. 
Birmingham: St. Peter Church, 208, High St, Walsall, WS3 3LA 

Dublin:  info@armenians.ie 
For further details, please contact the parish nearest to you: 

 

Diocesan Office 
Tel. 0208 998 9210 
info@armenianchurch.org.uk 
http://armenianchurch.org.uk/  
 
ACT UK Trustees 
Bishop Hovakim Manukyan, Ayda Lundon, Viken 
Haladjian, Hovnan Hampartsoumian, Alan Simonian  

 
Registered office address: 
Kemp House 152-160 City Road, London EC1V 2NX  
 

Website | Facebook  
  

 
Republic of Ireland 
www.armenians.ie 

 

Diocese of the Armenian Church of the United Kingdom & the Republic of Ireland 
His Grace Bishop Hovakim Manukyan, Primate 

 

http://www.armenianchurchmanchester.org/
http://www.styeghiche.org.uk/
http://www.stsarkisparish.co.uk/
mailto:info@armenians.ie
mailto:info@armenianchurch.org.uk
http://armenianchurch.org.uk/
http://armeniandiocese.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/ArmenianChurchofGreatBritian/
http://www.armenians.ie/
http://armeniandiocese.org.uk/
http://armeniandiocese.org.uk/the-diocese/parish-clergy/the-primate

