
 

 

 
 

Celebrating the feast of Holy Etchmiadzin 
 

Last Sunday on the 14th of June, the Armenian Church celebrated the 
feast of Holy Etchmiadzin in Armenia and Diaspora. In the UK, the 
Primate held a special thanksgiving service after the Divine Liturgy to 
mark the event, preaching a sermon about the importance of Holy 
Etchmiazin to the Armenian people.  

During the sermon, His Grace highlighted the significance of 
Etchmiadzin as the center of Armenian civilization, quoting the 
famed 17th century Armenian historian Arakel Davrizhetsi: “To the 
Right Hand of St. Gregory the Illuminator and to Holy Etchmiadzin, 
the whole of the Armenian nation is bound”. These words hold true 
for every Armenian today, with Etchmiadzin being a focal point of 
unity for our nation and serving as a spiritual centre for all those 
within the diaspora.  

The Primate also informed spectators on the progress of the ongoing 
restoration works of the cathedral of the Mother See of Holy 
Etchmiadzin, expressing his sincere gratitude to all those who 

generously contributed from the UK and Ireland, allowing the works to commence. 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Diocese of the Armenian Church of the United Kingdom and the Republic of Ireland 

 

Armenian Church News 
   June 19, 2020                                                                                                                         Volume 6, Issue 17       

 

Էջ Միածինն ի Հօրէ եւ լոյս փառաց ընդ նմա, 
ձայնք հնչեցին սանդարամետք անդնդոց: 

 

Տեսեալ զլոյս մեծ հայրապետին Գրիգորի, 
պատմէր ցնծութեամբ հաւատացեալ արքային: 

 

Եկայք շինեսցուք սուրբ զխորանն լուսոյ. 
քանզի ի սմա ծագեաց մեզ լոյս ի Հայաստան աշխարհի: 

 
 



 

Consecration of the Crosses on the dome of the 
Cathedral of Holy Etchmiadzin 

 
On June 14th,  accompanying the celebration feast of Holy Etchmiadzin, the consecration of the 
crosses of the dome of the Cathedral of Holy Etchmiadzin by His Holiness Karekin II Catholicos of 
all Armenians was held, spectators viewed the event live from different countries across the world. 
To view the full recording of the consecration please click on the picture. 

We are thankful to our members for their generous contributions made to this project in autumn 

2019. If you want to contribute to this project, please send your donations to The Friends of 

Etchmiadzin Trust, reference Cathedral. 

  

 

The Friends of Etchmiadzin details: Acc No: 27895718, Sort Code: 50-30-10 

Please send your cheque to: Bishop’s House, 27 Haven Green, London W5 2NZ.  

 

https://www.youtube.com/embed/RvjwhCJ6TYE?feature=oembed


 

Remembering the victims of the Grenfell Tower tragedy 

                                                                                                                                          

On the evening of the 14th, a 

special service was held in 

commemoration of the victims of 

the Grenfell tower tragedy, on the 

day that marked three years since 

the terrible blaze took the lives of 

72 residents. The bells of St. 

Yeghiche Church rang a total of 72 

times for each soul who sadly 

perished. Following the bells, the 

Armenian community joined his 

grace in observing a minute of 

silence to pay our respects to those 

lost and show our lasting solidarity 

with the goal of obtaining justice 

for the families of the bereaved.  

Readers can click here to view the 

service .  

 
 
 
 

The online Internship programme at Bishops' House 
 

 

• The Primate is looking for a research assistant in the fields of 

Biblical and other Ecclesial studies, 

• Live broadcasting and modern technology. 

 

This internship entails digitalizing theological, Biblical and Ecumenical text, documents, and other 

commentaries, preparing booklets, helping the Primate during various online presentations and 

Webinars as well as Live Interpretations of Divine Liturgy and other services during the major feasts. 

If you are interested in volunteering please contact: info@armenianchurch.org.uk 

 

 
Letter from Bishop Hovakim Manukyan 

The Primate of the Armenian Church in the UK and 
Ireland 

For reopening of the Churches for supervised individual prayers 
 

Brothers and sisters in Christ, 

We welcome the government’s recent decision 

to open Church buildings for supervised 

private prayers. 

From June 14th you will be allowed to visit our 

churches for individual prayers. We recognize 

that some of you may need to come to Church 

to open your heart to God;  some of you who 

mailto:info@armenianchurch.org.uk
https://www.youtube.com/embed/5w_vv3dZ0K0?start=153&feature=oembed


 

have recovered from various infirmities may 

need to say a prayer thanking God;  some of 

you have lost your loved ones and would like to 

pray for their loving memory. 

I know that it has been a difficult and 

challenging period for us since the beginning 

of lockdown. Still, we continue to live and 

thrive in it. Do not forget that you are fighting 

against an invisible enemy and fight is as much 

spiritual as it is physical and psychological.  

I have been in contact with many of you. I'm 

proud to say that all community members have 

dealt with this matter responsibly, respecting 

rules and regulations as well as caring for their 

safety and the safety of others.  Now, it’s 

equally difficult and challenging to commence 

the reopening of our churches. We need to 

help and support one another.  So, let us be 

sure to arm ourselves spiritually with prayers 

as well as physically the face masks and 

sanitizers. 

As mentioned, it's a challenging and difficult 

situation and we have to learn how to live with 

COVID-19 for the foreseeable future, but we 

should not forget what Saint Paul said to the 

Romans, “We rejoice in our sufferings, because 

we know that suffering produces perseverance; 

perseverance, character; and character, hope. 

And hope does not disappoint us, because God 

has poured out his love into our hearts by the 

Holy Spirit, whom he has given us.”  (Rom. 

5:3-4). 

 

In consultation with my fellow bishops and 

representatives of our parishes, compliance 

with the guidelines set by the government and 

Public Health England, these measures have 

been taken to ensure the safety of everyone.  

 

Your visits must not coincide with Sunday 

liturgies and special prayer services.  

If you belong to a high-risk group or feel 

unwell in any way including a common cold or 

temperature, you should not participate in any 

Church activities or attend Church. 

 

Always maintain social distancing. 

 

Individual wishing to attend Church for 

individual prayers or to meet the pastor for 

pastoral support spiritual counselling may do 

so by prior arrangement with the Pastor or 

person in charge. 

 

For individual private prayer; 

Visitors may light candles without touching 

any other objects.  

 

In case of getting blessings from the pastor 

they should keep social distance and get 

blessings with the power of word. 

Visitors may not embrace one another and 

must avoid all physical contact. 

 

For confessions and counselling:  

 

Seating is to be arranged for the Pastor and 

Visitors to provide ample social distancing. 

 

The Pastor and visitor must wear face masks. 

No physical contact is permitted. 

 

Following and preceding all visits, the chairs 

and general area must be sanitized. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

COVID 19 UPDATE 
 

Over the past week, the government has released new 
support guidelines for the Public, the excerpt below, 

taken from the .gov website, highlights the impact of 
the latest round of easing on the public: 

“From 13 June, you will be able to: 

Form a ‘support bubble’ with one other household if 
you live alone or are a single parent with dependent 

children - in other words, you are in a household where 
there is only one adult. All those in a support bubble will be 

able to act as if they live in the same household - meaning they can spend time together inside each 
other’s homes and do not need to stay 2 metres apart. Support bubbles should be exclusive - meaning 
you should not switch the household you are in a bubble with or connect with multiple households 

Attend your place of worship for the purposes of individual prayer 

From 15 June: 

You will be able to visit any type of shop and some additional outdoor attractions - drive-in cinemas, 
and animal attractions like zoos, farms and safari parks 

Year 10 and 12 pupils in secondary schools and further education colleges will begin to receive some face 
to face support 

You will have to wear a face covering on public transport” 

 

 

Additional information and support is available on https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus, including more 
broad guidance and advice on how you can protect you and your family from the virus. 

 

 
  

The Canon of the Scripture, presentation by  Rev. Fr. 
Gregoris Shokhikyan

 
On Wednesday, the 18th of June by the 
invitation of the Primate, Rev. Fr. Gregoris 
Shokhikyan (Ph.D. student at the University of 
Nottingham) gave a presentation to the Bible 
study group via Zoom. The topic of the 
presentation was the Canon of the Scripture. 
Through images, texts, and links Fr. Gregoris 
introduced the idea of Canon, its historical 
development in the West and Armenia. At the 
end of the historical review, certain theological 
conclusions were made regarding the 
canonical and apocryphal writings. In 
particular, why there are differences between 
the Catholic and Protestant Bibles? How the 
Armenian Bible differs from both of them? 
Why the so-called Nag Hammadi library books 
were not included in the New Testament 
canon? After the talk, Fr. Gregoris answered 

the questions of the participants and there was an informal discussion.  

https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus


 

Upcoming events  
 
Due to COVID-19, many of our projects that were previously taking place either at Bishop’s House or 

in our churches have since been cancelled. However, a lot of these sessions, as well as new projects 

are now happening online. Please follow our newsletter and our Facebook page to participate in our 

various programmes that we are organising for the spiritual nourishment of the faithful.  

 

The children’s club 
 
The topic of the children’s Art lesson was “From Paradise 
to Paradise". The Enthusiasm of the children were quite 
infectious. Together,  we prepared an endless book of paper 
(they learnt through Art that the rotation of each page, does 
not represent the end but also the beginning of the other), 
the purpose of which was to learn how Adam and Eve, 
being in paradise, were deceived by the serpent and 
deprived of paradise but with the help of Jesus Christ we 
were allowed back to Paradise. 

«Լոյս Մանկանց» ծրագրի հերթական դասի անունն 
էր  «Դրախտից դրախտ»։ Փոկրիկները պատրաստեցին թղթե 
անվերջանալի գիրք (թերթերը պտտելով չի վերջանում եւ 
նորից սկիզբ է գալիս), որի նպատակն էր սովորել, թե ինչպես 
Ադամն ու Եվան դրախտում լինելով հանդերձ, օձից 
խաբվելով զրկվեցին դրախտային կյանքից և Հիսուս միջոցով 
նորից հնարավորություն ստացան վերադառնալ դրախտ։ 
Մանուկները մասնակցում էին մեծ ոգեւորությամբ՝ 
սովորեցնելով նաեւ իրենց ծնողներին:  

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Last week the Armenian Church celebrated a 
number of festivities related to the conversion 
of Armenia into Christianity in 301 AD. Please 
watch the video and learn more from our 
Children. Special thanks to Yeretskin Lucine 
Alaverdyan and to the parents of all the children 
involved.

 



 

Armenian Spirituality Online: 
Chant, Learn, Watch, Pray 
 
The distance between us at this time prevents the faithful to 
coming together to pray.  

In order to maintain our community’s togetherness, The 
Bishop and clergy have led a unique online prayer service on 
Friday evenings and the faithful had a chance not only to read 
the confessions of Nerces the Gracious (Catholicos XVII 
century) and pieces of Armenian spirituality, but to pray. It is 

an occasion both to practice and learn about Armenian spirituality.   

 
If you do not have a Zoom application, just CTRL+ double click on this hyperlink below and follow 
instructions to Open into the meeting 
Evening Prayer - Zoom Meeting 
 
Alternatively, launch zoom from here https://us02web.zoom.us/join and join using the following details for the 
Evening Prayer meeting 

Meeting ID: 885 4270 0750 
Password: 606088 

 

Online Bible Studies every Wednesday 
 

 

The Bible studies classes are not academic discussions 
but weekly meetings in which The Primate, together 
with clergy, leads study sessions for everyone who is in 
search of a deeper understanding of their faith and 
Christian fellowship. 

To participate, Stay tuned and follow us on Zoom. 

 
 
Bible Study - Zoom Meeting 
  
Alternatively, launch zoom from 
here  https://us02web.zoom.us/join and join using the 
following details for the Bible study meeting in English 
Meeting ID: 673 335 005 Password: 545396 
 
                                                                             
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/join
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/673335005?pwd=NUs1T1lnVXdVNm9GUEdpenRnd01wZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/join


 

Weekly Spiritual Nourishment 
 
In these challenging times, while we are trying to adapt to new conditions and circumstances in our lives, it is 
important that we take care of our spiritual nourishment and sustenance.  
Join the Primate on every second Thursday of the month, at 8:00 PM, for spiritual nourishment, which will 
consist of reflections and contemplation on gems of Armenian spiritual writings and poetry. 
The first Zoom meeting will take place on 11th June.  We will read and discuss excerpts from the writings of 
the late Catholicos Karekin I —“Խորհէ’ եւ մտիր.”  It be in Armenian. 
If you do not have a Zoom application, just CTRL+ double click on this hyperlink below and follow 
instructions to Open into the meeting 
Evening Prayer - Zoom Meeting 
 
Alternatively, launch zoom from here https://us02web.zoom.us/join and join using the following details for 
the Evening Prayer meeting 
Meeting ID: 885 4270 0750 
Password: 606088 

 
 

Follow Church Services online 
 
On the YouTube platform, you can browse an entire library of videos on a variety of Armenian Church and 
community topics including divine liturgies. Click on the following links to access the portals for Armenian 
Church UK, Manchester Armenian Church and HAMAINKTV.  
The faithful can access these services on the Facebook pages of our parishes in London; these broadcasts can 
be accessed via the links below: 
 
St. Yeghiche Church https://www.facebook.com/StYeghiche/ 
St. Sarkis Church https://www.facebook.com/groups/SSCPLondon/ 
Holy Trinity Church https://www.facebook.com/groups/340444669390361/ 
 
For more information please also visit: armenianchurch.org.uk  and 
https://www.facebook.com/ArmenianChurchoftheUKandIreland/ 
 
Additionally, you may find materials for spiritual growth on these websites run by The Mother See of Holy 
Etchmiadzin or The faithful of our Church such as: armenianchurch.info and arak29.am as well as websites 
organised by the Eastern & Western Dioceses of the Armenian Church in the US like www.vemkar.us  
www.armenianchurchmusic.org, www.avedaran.com  available in both Armenian and English. 
 
We once again thank all committed individuals and representatives of our committed organisations for 
preparing vast online liturgical and theological materials for viewing. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Upcoming     Feasts 
 
20 June: Catholicos St. Nerses the 
Great 
 
23 June: Sts. Constantine the Emperor 
and his mother Helen 
 
27 June: St. Gregory the Enlightener 
(Discovery of his Relics) 
 
29 June: Holy Martyrs Antoninus, 
Theophilus, Anectus and Photinus 
 
30 June: St. Daniel the Prophet 
 
2 July: Holy Translators St. Sahag and 
St. Mesrob 

Prayer of the Week 
 

O loving and compassionate Lord, 

give us the strength to trust in You,  

so that we will be able to endure any 

storm that comes our way.  

Help us to understand your will, and 

that our ultimate goal is a 

strengthened relationship with You, 

one in which we see Your guiding 

presence more clearly.  

We pray for the faith of the disciples, 

that we seek Your protection through 

all the storms of our lives. 

 

Scripture of the Week 
 
Is 1:1-15 
Rom 6:12-23 
Mt 12:1-8 
 
* * * 
 
Is 1:21-31 
Rom 7:25-8:11 
Mt 12:38-45 
 
* * * 
Is 1:21-31 
Rom 7:25-8:11 
Mt 12:38-45 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/join
https://www.facebook.com/StYeghiche/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/SSCPLondon/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/340444669390361/
http://www.vemkar.us/
http://www.armenianchurchmusic.org/
http://www.avedaran.com/


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Worship Services in the Armenian Churches 

 

 

Holy Trinity Armenian Church 
229 Upper Brook Street 
Manchester, M13 0FY 

Tel: 0161 273 1074 
www.armenianchurchmanchester.org 

1st SUNDAY OF THE MONTH 

 
St. Yeghiche Church 
13b Cranley Gardens 

Kensington, London SW7 3BB 
Tel: 020 7373 8133 

www.styeghiche.org.uk 
 

 

 
St. Sarkis Church 
Iverna Gardens 

Kensington, London, W8 6TP 
Tel: 020 7937 0152 

www.stsarkisparish.co.uk 

London: Services are held every Sunday 
Manchester: Services are held on the 1st Sunday of the month. 

 
For further details, please contact the parish nearest to you: 

 

Diocesan Office 
Tel. 0208 998 9210 
info@armenianchurch.org.uk 
http://armenianchurch.org.uk/  
 
ACT UK Trustees 
Bishop Hovakim Manukyan, Ayda Lundon, Viken 
Haladjian, Hovnan Hampartsoumian, Alan Simonian  

 
Registered office address: 
Kemp House 152-160 City Road, London EC1V 2NX  
 

Website | Facebook  
  

Birmingham: St. Peter Church, 208, High St, Walsall, WS3 3LA 
 

Republic of Ireland 
Dublin:  info@armenians.ie; Tel. +353 1 451 5087, www.armenians.ie 

 

Diocese of the Armenian Church of the United Kingdom & the Republic of Ireland 
His Grace Bishop Hovakim Manukyan, Primate 

 

http://www.armenianchurchmanchester.org/
http://www.styeghiche.org.uk/
http://www.stsarkisparish.co.uk/
mailto:info@armenianchurch.org.uk
http://armenianchurch.org.uk/
http://armeniandiocese.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/ArmenianChurchofGreatBritian/
mailto:info@armenians.ie
http://www.armenians.ie/
http://armeniandiocese.org.uk/
http://armeniandiocese.org.uk/the-diocese/parish-clergy/the-primate

