
 

 

 
 

 
The Churches will be open for Private Prayers  

 

In compliance with the guidelines of the government, our churches in the UK will be open for private 

supervised prayers from June 14th.  During the lockdown, the churches have been closed for 

worship. Since then, the church’s various services have been made available for broadcast on various 

media channels. Recently, the UK government has announced easing restrictions, allowing us to 

open our church doors for private supervised prayers. Please see attached the message of the Primate 
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regarding the easing of restrictions and what this will mean for the faithful seeking to visit our 

parishes. Please note that another statement will follow regarding the opening of the Churches for 

public prayers and other sacraments in due course.  

 

 

Letter from Bishop Hovakim Manukyan 
The Primate of the Armenian Church in the UK and 

Ireland 
For reopening of the Churches for supervised individual prayers 

 
 
 

Brothers and sisters in Christ, 

We welcome the government’s recent decision 

to open Church buildings for supervised 

private prayers. 

From June 14th you will be allowed to visit our 

churches for individual prayers. We recognize 

that some of you may need to come to Church 

to open your heart to God;  some of you who 

have recovered from various infirmities may 

need to say a prayer thanking God;  some of 

you have lost your loved ones and would like to 

pray for their loving memory. 

I know that it has been a difficult and 

challenging period for us since the beginning 

of lockdown. Still, we continue to live and 

thrive in it. Do not forget that you are fighting 

against an invisible enemy and fight is as much 

spiritual as it is physical and psychological.  

I have been in contact with many of you. I'm 

proud to say that all community members have 

dealt with this matter responsibly, respecting 

rules and regulations as well as caring for their 

safety and the safety of others.  Now, it’s 

equally difficult and challenging to commence 

the reopening of our churches. We need to 

help and support one another.  So, let us be 

sure to arm ourselves spiritually with prayers 

as well as physically the face masks and 

sanitizers. 

As mentioned, it's a challenging and difficult 

situation and we have to learn how to live with 

COVID-19 for the foreseeable future, but we 

should not forget what Saint Paul said to the 

Romans, “We rejoice in our sufferings, because 

we know that suffering produces perseverance; 

perseverance, character; and character, hope. 

And hope does not disappoint us, because God 

has poured out his love into our hearts by the 

Holy Spirit, whom he has given us.”  (Rom. 

5:3-4). 

 

In consultation with my fellow bishops and 

representatives of our parishes, compliance 

with the guidelines set by the government and 

Public Health England; these measures have 

been taken to ensure the safety of everyone.  

 

Your visits must not coincide with Sunday 

liturgies and special prayer services.  

If you belong to a high-risk group or feel 

unwell in any way including a common cold or 

temperature, you should not participate in any 

Church activities or attend Church. 

 

Always maintain social distancing. 

 

Individual’s wishing to attend Church for 

individual prayers or to meet the pastor for 

pastoral support or spiritual counselling may 

do so by prior arrangement with the Pastor or 

person in charge. 

 

For individual private prayer; 

 

Visitors may light candles without touching 

any other objects.  

 

In case of getting blessings from the pastor, 

they should maintain social distancing and 

get blessings with the power of word. 

Visitors may not embrace one another and 

must avoid all physical contact. 



 

 

For confessions and counselling:  

 

Seating is to be arranged for the Pastor and 

Visitors to provide ample social distancing. 

 

The Pastor and visitor must wear face masks. 

 

 

No physical contact is permitted. 

 

Following and preceding all visits, the chairs 

and general area must be sanitized. 

 

 

The week we call “Araratian” 
 

The week that starts from June 8th is called “Araratian” in the Armenian liturgical calendar.  During 

this week, the Church celebrates the events 

that took place in the Ararat valley at the 

beginning of the 4th century, which marks 

the point in history when the conversion of 

the then greater Armenia into Christianity 

took place. These are the feasts of St. Gayane 

and St. Hripsime, 4th century martyrs, who 

ensured the deliverance of St. Gregory the 

illuminator from the prison of Khor Virab, 

allowing the vision of St. Gregory the 

Illuminator to materialize in the Cathedral of 

Holy Etchmiadzin.  

 

Etchmiadzin, which means the “Descent of 

the Only Begotten”, is the spiritual centre of 

the Armenian people. In order to mark the 

day and celebrate the vision of St Gregory the Illuminator, there will be a special prayer service held 

after the Divine Liturgy in all Armenian Churches in the UK on June 14th. Please stay tuned and 

follow the liturgy that will be broadcast live. https://www.facebook.com/StYeghiche/ 

 

 

The Crosses of the 
Cathedral of Holy 
Etchmiadzin will be 
consecrated on Sunday, 
June 14th 
 
The restoration works of the Cathedral of Holy 

Etchmiadzin have recommenced recently. 

On June 14th, the consecration service of the 

crosses of the Cathedral of Holy Etchmiadzin by 

His Holiness Catholicos of All Armenians Karekin 

II will take place. The service will be broadcast 

live on a number of different platforms listed 

below. 

Please stay tuned to follow the service at 7pm 

https://www.facebook.com/StYeghiche/


 

Yerevan time and 4pm London time: 

https://www.facebook.com/infoservicesofmothersee/, https://www.facebook.com/holyetchmiadzin 

https://www.youtube.com/user/ShoghakatTVcompany 

https://www.facebook.com/ShoghakatTv/  

 

We are thankful to our members for their generous contributions made to this project in autumn 

2019. If you want to contribute to this project, please send your donations to the following account 

below: 

 

 

 
 

 
Church Bells across London will be rung in Memory of 

Grenfell Tower Fire Victims 
 
Three years ago, on the 14th of June 2017, a blaze tragically took the lives of 72 residents of Grenfell 

tower amongst many more who were injured and left without homes. On the 14th of June, at 6PM, 

the Armenian Church bells across the UK will ring once for each of the lives tragically cut short 

alongside over eighty other churches joining us in honouring the memory of those whose lives were 

lost. The primate asks the Armenian faithful to join us in paying our respects to the victims by 

observing a two-minute silence commencing at 6:03 PM on the 14th of June. 

The Armenian Church is dedicated to keeping the memory of the victims alive, and the families who 

lost love ones will always have our full support.  

#RingforGrenfell 

 

 
 

 
 
 

The Friends of Etchmiadzin: Acc No: 27895718, Sort Code: 50-30-10 (reference Cathedral) 

Please send your cheque payable to: The Friends of Etchmiadzin and post it to:  Bishop’s House, 27 

Haven Green, London W5 2NZ.  

 



 

Upcoming events  
 
Due to COVID-19, many of our projects that were previously taking place either at Bishop’s House or 

in our churches have since been cancelled. However, a lot of these sessions, as well as new projects 

are now happening online. Please follow our newsletter and our Facebook page to participate in our 

various programmes that we are organising for the spiritual nourishment of the faithful.  

 

The children’s club 
 

The children’s club meets every Thursday at 1 pm via 

online. At the last meeting they learnt about the story of 

Noah’s Ark, together they recited the prayer of: "Thank 

you, God, thank you for everything.” 

 

 
 
 
 

Armenian Spirituality Online: 
Chant, Learn, Watch, Pray 
 
The distance between us at this time prevents the faithful to 
coming together to pray.  

In order to maintain our community’s togetherness, The 
Bishop and clergy have led a unique online prayer service on 
Friday evenings and the faithful had a chance not only to read 
the confessions of Nerces the Gracious (Catholicos XVII 
century) and pieces of Armenian spirituality, but to pray. It is 

an occasion both to practice and learn about Armenian spirituality.   

 
If you do not have a Zoom application, just CTRL+ double click on this hyperlink below and follow 
instructions to Open into the meeting 
Evening Prayer - Zoom Meeting 
 
Alternatively, launch zoom from here https://us02web.zoom.us/join and join using the following details for the 
Evening Prayer meeting 

Meeting ID: 885 4270 0750 
Password: 606088 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/join


 

Online Bible Studies every Wednesday 
 

 

The Bible studies classes are not academic discussions 
but weekly meetings in which The Primate, together 
with clergy, leads study sessions for everyone who is in 
search of a deeper understanding of their faith and 
Christian fellowship. 

To participate, Stay tuned and follow us on Zoom. 

 
Bible Study - Zoom Meeting 
  
Alternatively, launch zoom from 
here  https://us02web.zoom.us/join and join using the 
following details for the Bible study meeting in English 
Meeting ID: 673 335 005 

                                                                                        Password: 545396 
 
 

Weekly Spiritual Nourishment 
 
In these challenging times, while we are trying to adapt to new conditions and circumstances in our lives, it is 
important that we take care of our spiritual nourishment and sustenance.  
Join the Primate on every second Thursday of the month, at 8:00 PM, for spiritual nourishment, which will 
consist of reflections and contemplation on gems of Armenian spiritual writings and poetry. 
The first Zoom meeting will take place on 11th June.  We will read and discuss excerpts from the writings of 
the late Catholicos Karekin I —“Խորհէ’ եւ մտիր.”  It be in Armenian. 
If you do not have a Zoom application, just CTRL+ double click on this hyperlink below and follow 
instructions to Open into the meeting 
Evening Prayer - Zoom Meeting 
 
Alternatively, launch zoom from here https://us02web.zoom.us/join and join using the following details for 
the Evening Prayer meeting 
Meeting ID: 885 4270 0750 
Password: 606088 

Follow Church Services online 
 
On the YouTube platform, you can browse an entire library of videos on a variety of Armenian Church and 
community topics including divine liturgies. Click on the following links to access the portals for Armenian 
Church UK, Manchester Armenian Church and HAMAINKTV.  
The faithful can access these services on the Facebook pages of our parishes in London; these broadcasts can 
be accessed via the links below: 
 
St. Yeghiche Church https://www.facebook.com/StYeghiche/ 
St. Sarkis Church https://www.facebook.com/groups/SSCPLondon/ 
Holy Trinity Church https://www.facebook.com/groups/340444669390361/ 
 
For more information please also visit: armenianchurch.org.uk  and 
https://www.facebook.com/ArmenianChurchoftheUKandIreland/ 
 
Additionally, you may find materials for spiritual growth on these websites run by The Mother See of Holy 
Etchmiadzin or The faithful of our Church such as: armenianchurch.info and arak29.am as well as websites 
organised by the Eastern & Western Dioceses of the Armenian Church in the US like www.vemkar.us  
www.armenianchurchmusic.org, www.avedaran.com  available in both Armenian and English. 
 
We once again thank all committed individuals and representatives of our committed organisations for 
preparing vast online liturgical and theological materials for viewing. 

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/673335005?pwd=NUs1T1lnVXdVNm9GUEdpenRnd01wZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/join
https://us02web.zoom.us/join
https://www.facebook.com/StYeghiche/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/SSCPLondon/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/340444669390361/
http://www.vemkar.us/
http://www.armenianchurchmusic.org/
http://www.avedaran.com/


 

Please note the new date for the online discussion   



 

Scripture of the Week 
 
Prv 9:1-6 
Zec 3:7-4:9 
Heb 9:1-10 
Jn 10:22-30 
 
* * * 
Is 1:1-15 
Rom 6:12-23 
Mt 12:1-8 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prayer of the Week 
Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, 
who by the prayers and 
intercession of your greatly 
tortured witness and our father, 
Saint Gregory the Illuminator, 
descended from heaven onto the 
plain of Ararat with great glory 
and with the multitude of your 
luminous armies. You came to 
visit your small flock, the 
Armenian nation, in order to 
show your special love and great 
mercy. With a golden hammer 
you struck the abysmal depths 
and put to fight the bands of 
demons. There you miraculously 
designed in luminous form Holy 
Etchmiadzin, our Holy See. You 
made it a storehouse of your 
unfading divine grace so that it 
may be the parent, teacher and 
overseer of all the Armenian 
churches. Keep her without 
blemish, firm and bright for the 
glory of our churches 
and children until the end of the 
world, so that they may always 
glorify Your holy Name for ever 
and ever. Amen. 

 

Upcoming Saints & 
Feasts 
 
 
13 June: St. Gregory the 
Enlightener (Deliverance 
from the Pit) 
 
14 June: Feast of the 
Catholic Church of Holy  
 
15 June: Holy Innocents of 
Bethlehem 
 
16 June: Sts. Nuneh and 
Maneh, Virgins 
 
18 June: Princes Sahak 
and Joseph 
 
20 June: Catholicos St. 
Nerses the Great 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Feast of the Cathedral of Holy Etchmiadzin 
 
One of the most celebrated feasts of the Armenian Church is the day when the Cathedral of Holy Etchmiadzin 
was established, according to the inspired vision of St. Gregory the Illuminator. 
 
According to tradition, and hagiographic sources, following the declaration of Christianity as the Official 
Religion of Armenia in 301 AD, St. Gregory had a famous vision, wherein the Only Begotten Son of God – 
Jesus Christ, descended from Heaven, his face lit aglow, and with the strike of a golden hammer, designates 
the site where the Mother Cathedral for the entire Armenian nation is to be founded. Hence, the name of the 
spiritual centre for the Armenians, “Etchmiadzin”, means “the Descent of the Only Begotten”  
 
St. Gregory relayed the story about his vision to the Armenian King Tiridates, under whose royal auspices and 
support the Cathedral of Holy Etchmiadzin was built. King Tiridates and Queen Ashkhen participated in the 
construction, as did the entire capital city of Vagharshapat by bringing stones from the biblical mountain of 
Ararat to lay the foundations. In the site marked by Christ, a Holy Altar of Descent was built. 
 
According of Patriarch Malachia Ormanian, from the days of her establishment, the Cathedral of Holy 
Etchmiadzin has been the residence of the Supreme Patriarch and Catholicos of All Armenians. Thus, it is the 
Mother See of the Armenian Church, and as such, her universal, spiritual and administrative headquarters. 
 
Another title bestowed upon the cathedral is “Catholic” - not to be confused with the Roman Catholic faith. 
Catholic is a Greek word meaning “Universal”. Theologically, the cathedral has been called “catholic” as a 
description of the catholicity (universality) of the Church. 
 
The feast of the Cathedral of Holy Etchmiadzin is celebrated 64 days following Easter. A Divine Liturgy is 
celebrated, and during services, a special hymn is sung, written by the eighth century Catholicos Sahak of 
Dzorap, telling of St. Gregory’s vision and the Cathedral’s construction. 
 



 

 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Worship Services in the Armenian Churches 

 

 

Holy Trinity Armenian Church 
229 Upper Brook Street 
Manchester, M13 0FY 

Tel: 0161 273 1074 
www.armenianchurchmanchester.org 

1
st

 SUNDAY OF THE MONTH 

 
St. Yeghiche Church 
13b Cranley Gardens 

Kensington, London SW7 3BB 
Tel: 020 7373 8133 

www.styeghiche.org.uk 
 

 

 
St. Sarkis Church 
Iverna Gardens 

Kensington, London, W8 6TP 
Tel: 020 7937 0152 

www.stsarkisparish.co.uk 

London: Services are held every Sunday 
Manchester: Services are held on the 1st Sunday of the month. 

 
For further details, please contact the parish nearest to you: 

 

Diocesan Office 
Tel. 0208 998 9210 
info@armenianchurch.org.uk 
http://armenianchurch.org.uk/  
 
ACT UK Trustees 
Bishop Hovakim Manukyan, Ayda Lundon, Viken 
Haladjian, Hovnan Hampartsoumian, Alan Simonian  

 
Registered office address: 
Kemp House 152-160 City Road, London EC1V 2NX  
 

Website | Facebook  
  

Birmingham: St. Peter Church, 208, High St, Walsall, WS3 3LA 
 

Republic of Ireland 
Dublin:  info@armenians.ie; Tel. +353 1 451 5087, www.armenians.ie 

 

Diocese of the Armenian Church of the United Kingdom & the Republic of Ireland 
His Grace Bishop Hovakim Manukyan, Primate 

 

http://www.armenianchurchmanchester.org/
http://www.styeghiche.org.uk/
http://www.stsarkisparish.co.uk/
mailto:info@armenianchurch.org.uk
http://armenianchurch.org.uk/
http://armeniandiocese.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/ArmenianChurchofGreatBritian/
mailto:info@armenians.ie
http://www.armenians.ie/
http://armeniandiocese.org.uk/
http://armeniandiocese.org.uk/the-diocese/parish-clergy/the-primate

