
 

 

 
 

 
The Armenian Church celebrates the Descent of the 

Holy Spirit  
 
 
 
 
 
        “When the day of Pentecost came, they were all 

together in one place. Suddenly a sound like the 
blowing of a violent wind     came from heaven and 

filled the whole house where they were sitting. They 
saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that 
separated and came to rest on each of them. All of 
them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to 
speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled 
them.” (Act 2:2-4) 
 

On Sunday, 31st May, the Armenian Church 

celebrated the feast of the Holy Spirit: the 

Pentecost. The day symbolises the descent of 

the Holy Spirit upon Christ’s apostles (ACTS : 

2. 1-21) and the birth of the Church of Jesus 

Christ. On the day of the feast, the Primate 

celebrated divine liturgy, which was broadcast 

live to followers joining from across the world.  
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Let the Holy Spirit descend into your hearts on this 
Pentecost day 

Message of His Grace Bishop Hovakim Manukyan 
 
 
Dear brothers and sisters, 
Today we celebrate the Feast of Pentecost. We mark the day when the Holy Spirit descended upon 
the apostles as they were gathered in the Upper Room.  Our Lord and Savour Jesus Christ, before 
ascending into Heaven, had told his disciples:   

 
All this I have spoken while still with you. But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father 
will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to 
you. Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not 
let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid. (John 14:25-27). 

 
Today, as we celebrate Pentecost under these unusual circumstances, we are reminded of our Lord’s 
words once again, who comes to strengthen us with His love and peace. It is the peace that we share 
during the Divine liturgy, when we sing the ‘kiss of peace’ proclaiming:  
 

Christ in our midst has been revealed; 
He Who Is, God, is here seated. 
The voice of peace has resounded; 
Holy greeting is commanded. 
The Church has now become one soul, 
The kiss is given for a full bond. 
The enmity has been removed; 
And love is spread over us all. 

 
Dear faithful, 
 
Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid. Let the Holy Spirit descend into your hearts, 
minds and soul on this Pentecost day, a day filled with the blessings of joy and happiness. This is a 
time to praise God for His abundant gifts.  
 
The Holy Spirit gives wisdom to some and a message of knowledge to others. The Spirit gives faith to 
some and the gifts of healing to others. The Spirit gives the power to do miracles to some, but the 
ability to prophesy to others.  The Spirit gives the ability to tell the spirits apart to some, but the 
ability to speak in different languages to others.  The same Holy Spirit blesses each person, each one 
of us with abundant gifts and graces.  
 
As St. Basil the Great, the fourth century Church Father, had beautifully said on the Feast of 
Pentecost:  
 

"Through the Holy Spirit comes our restoration to paradise, our ascension into the kingdom of 
heaven, our return to the adoption of children of God, our liberty to call God our Father, our 
being made partakers of the grace of Christ, our being called children of light, our sharing in 
eternal glory, and, in a word, our being brought into a state of all fullness of blessing, both in 
this world and in the world to come, of all the good gifts that are in store for us. (Basil the 
Great, On the Holy Spirit: 35) 

 
God sends each one of us His gifts, as He did send the Holy Spirit, which enables us to be strong and 
overcome challenges in our daily lives. St. Paul says:  
 

There are different kinds of gifts. But they are all given to believers by the same Spirit.  There 
are different ways to serve. But they all come from the same Lord.  There are different ways the 



 

Spirit works. But the same God is working in all these ways and in all people. The Holy Spirit is 
given to each of us in a special way. That is for the good of all. (1 Cor 12:4-7) 

 
On this special occasion, we pray specially for all frontline workers and thank them for their 
unwavering service and dedication. They put their God given gifts to the service and wellbeing of 
others. We thank all the heroes in these times of pandemic who give of themselves on a daily basis, to 
keep us safe, connected, informed and educated, healthy and protected. They look after our health, 
spiritual, mental and physical wellbeing during these most challenging times.   
 
Dear brothers and sisters, I invite you to join me in prayer. 
 
Merciful God, protect all the key workers, frontline service providers, the labourers and your faithful 
people. Give them strength and hope, O Lord, so that they may continue to serve the people of this 
country and wherever they are called. Have mercy on us with your abundant love, keep our families 
and community safe and healthy. Grant us peace in our hearts and hope in our lives for better days 
ahead, so that we may come together soon, to praise your glory, dominion and honour, now and 
always and unto the ages. Amen.  

 
Our Youth 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
On May 30th, ACYO London hosted an  Armenian Quiz Night on Zoom in celebration of the Victories 
and Independence of Armenia. Given our current circumstances, it was great that the online session 
allowed for worldwide networking and participation, with individuals from the US and Armenia in 
participation, just to name a few. It was an informative and fun evening with questions varying in 
difficulty, covering topics including the Armenian Church, history, culture, and music. Thank you to 
those who joined in ACYO London’s first online event and we look forward to cooperating with other 
ACYO dioceses and holding other events soon.  
 



 

Thanksgiving Prayer Service for the first Republic of 
Armenia 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On 28th May, the day of the independence of the first Armenian Republic was celebrated.  Thanksgiving 
Prayers for the Republic of Armenia was offered at St Yeghiche Church in London to mark the 
establishment of the republic of Armenia in 1918. 

The service was led by the Primate His Grace Bishop 
Hovakim Manukyan. His Grace congratulated the 
people on this landmark day in the history of 
Armenia; the re-establishment of Armenian 
Independent State in 1918 and delivered his solemn 
message. “The first Republic of Armenia had a short 
life, but it paved a way for the current Republic of 
Armenia and for its people to stand on great 
shoulders. The Independence of 1918 was proclaimed 
against the harsh odds of history, when the country 
was overflowed with hundreds of thousands of 
refugees, there was starvation, disease and pending 
war against our new born country. The First Republic 
was born out of ashes. If it was not for victories such 

as that of Sardarabad against the Turkish invaders, the declaration of independence would have 
remained merely as a piece of paper”. Concluding his remarks, he recalled the words of St. Paul, “we 
also glory in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces perseverance, character, and 
hope. And hope does not put us to shame.” (Rome 5:2-3) The primate also expressed hope that the 
example of the heroes of 1918 will aspire our people to overcome challenges of our times and invited 
people to pray and work for their patrimony. Speeches were made with the chargé d'affaires of the 
embassy of the Republic of Armenia to the United Kingdom, Mr Gagik Kirakosyan and Mr Armand 

https://www.youtube.com/embed/oh604CGSiRI?feature=oembed


 

Abrahamian, the chair of the Armenian Community Council UK. 
 
At the end of the service, there was a special prayer service and wreath laying ceremony in front of the 
Armenian Cross stone in the Church yard for all fallen soldiers and civilians who paid highest price 
during the heroic battles of Sardarapad.  
 
Please click here to read more about the heroic battles of May. There is also a documentary about the 
involvement and the role of Kevork V Catholicos of All Armenians in the battles of Sardarapad by 
“Shoghakat TV” in Armenia. Please.   

 
 
 
Thanksgiving Prayer Service 
 
Thanksgiving Prayer Service for the Republic of Armenia is offered On September 21st, the anniversary 
of the independence of the present Republic of Armenia, as well as the celebration of the establishment 
of the first Armenian Republic in 1918. 
 
The Thanksgiving Service for the Republic of 
Armenia was formed during the 1920s. Most of the 
litanies and prayers (all of them in Classical 
Armenian) however, are new, with its original 
inspiration taken from the hymnal of the Armenian 
Church. The service was composed by the late 
Archbishop Torkom Kooshagian, the Armenian 
Patriarch of Jerusalem (1931-1939), who was at that 
time the Primate of the Diocese of the Armenian 
Church of Egypt and is a profound sight to all 
followers of Christ.[SS1] 
 
 
 
 
 

The Primate respected the loving memory of the first 
ambassador of the first Republic of Armenia (1918-1920) 

to the United Kingdom 
 

 
On May 28th, the Primate visited the Brompton cemetery in London 
and paid his respect to the loving memory of the first ambassador of 
the First Republic of Armenia (1918-1920) to the United Kingdom, 
Major General of Russian Imperial Army and a General of the Army 
of Republic of Armenia, Prince James Bagratuni (Իշխան Գեներալ 
Հակոբ Բագրատունի).Bagratuni was a renowned general in the 
Russian Imperial Army. For us he will always remain a son of the 
Armenian Nation who rescued thousands of Armenians during the 
massacres of Armenians in Baku, and supported his fellow renowned 

general Antranik Ozanian, to reorganise his regiments and support the vital needs of refugees. 
 
The Primate visited the gravestone along with the  chargé d'affaires of the embassy of the Republic of 
Armenia to the United Kingdom Mr Gagik Kirakosyan, Mr Aram Araratyan and Mr Hrachya Stepian 
from the Armenia embassy to the UK, Dr Christian de Vartavan from the Meliks of Artsakh and his 

https://vemkar.us/resources/armenian-heritage-copy/the-significance-of-the-battle-of-sardarabad-1918/
https://www.youtube.com/embed/wm4lfwF4W-k?feature=oembed
https://www.youtube.com/embed/dWd3iMifIl0?feature=oembed


 

wife Professor Kerensa De Vartavan, Mr Armand Abrahamian the chair of the Armenian Community 
Council UK, Deacon Nairi Afrikyan and Mr Zorik Gasparian.  

 

 
Armenian Nobility 

 
In 1375, the last Armenian king, Levon VI fled from 

Cilicia. However, it would be a mistake to think he was 

the last surviving noble as the lineage of Armenian 

royalty still survives to this very day. They are an 

integral part of recognising our history and continue to 

further generations. Please click here to read the article 

of Christian de Vartavan who is descendant of Arstakh 

meliks, and shares his ideas on the subject matter in 

the article “'Guidance for the reinstatement of the 

surviving Armenian nobility in the societal fabric of 

modern Armenia'   

 

 

 
 

Weekly Spiritual Nourishment 
 

In these challenging times, while we are trying to adapt to new conditions and circumstances in our 
lives, it is important that we take care of our spiritual nourishment and sustenance.  

Join the Primate every Thursday, at 8:00 PM, for spiritual nourishment, which will consist of 
reflections and contemplation on gems of Armenian spiritual writings and poetry. 

The first Zoom meeting will take place on 11th June.  We will read and discuss excerpts from the 
writings of the late Catholicos Karekin I —“Խորհէ’ եւ մտիր” and “Քալել Կեանքի Մայր 
Պողոտայէն.” Please click here to read the text.  It will be in Armenian. 

If you do not have a Zoom application, just CTRL+ double click on this hyperlink below and follow 
instructions to Open into the meeting 
Evening Prayer - Zoom Meeting 
 
Alternatively, launch zoom from here https://us02web.zoom.us/join and join using the following details for the 

Evening Prayer meeting 
Meeting ID: 885 4270 0750 
Password: 606088 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://armenianchurch.org.uk/?p=6596
https://armenianchurch.org.uk/?p=6596
https://armenianchurch.org.uk/?p=6596
https://armenianchurch.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/Text-for-reading-1.pdf
https://us02web.zoom.us/join


 

 

Armenian Spirituality Online: Chant, Learn, Watch, Pray 
 

 
 
The distance between us at this time prevents the faithful to coming together to pray.  

In order to maintain our community’s togetherness, The Bishop and clergy have led a unique online 
prayer service on Friday evenings and the faithful had a chance not only to read the confessions of 
Nerces the Gracious (Catholicos XVII century) and pieces of Armenian spirituality, but to pray. It is 
an occasion both to practice and learn about Armenian spirituality.   

 
If you do not have a Zoom application, just CTRL+ double click on this hyperlink below and follow 
instructions to Open into the meeting 
Evening Prayer - Zoom Meeting 
 
Alternatively, launch zoom from here https://us02web.zoom.us/join and join using the following details for the 
Evening Prayer meeting 

Meeting ID: 885 4270 0750 
Password: 606088 

 
 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/join


 

 
 



 

Prayer of the Week 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Finder of the lost, 
turn me away from my evil habits to good ones; 

and imprint on my soul the dreadful day of death, 
the fear of eternal punishment, 
and the love of your kingdom, 

so that I may repent of my sins, 
and I may follow the path of righteousness. 

Have mercy upon your creatures, 
and on me, a manifold sinner. 

By Nerces the Gracious  

 

Scripture of the Week 
 
3 Kings 18:29-46 
 
4 Kings 2:1-15 
 
James 5: 16-20 
 
Luke 4: 25-30 

 
Upcoming Saints & Feasts 
 
8 June: St. Hripsime 
 
9 June: St. Gayane and her companions  
 
13 June: St. Gregory the Illuminator’s deliverance from the pit 
 
14 June: Feast of the Cathedral of Holy Etchmiadzin 

 



 

 
 



 

The Primate continues to conduct online Bible Studies every Wednesday 
 

 

The Bible studies classes are not academic 
discussions but weekly meetings in which The 
Primate, together with clergy, leads study 
sessions for everyone who is in search of a 
deeper understanding of their faith and 
Christian fellowship. 

To participate, Stay tuned and follow us on 
Zoom. 

 
Bible Study - Zoom Meeting 
  
Alternatively, launch zoom from 
here  https://us02web.zoom.us/join and join using 
the following details for the Bible study meeting in 
English 
Meeting ID: 673 335 005 

                                                                                                            Password: 545396 
 
 

Follow Church Services online 
 
On the YouTube platform, you can browse an entire library of videos on a variety of Armenian Church and 
community topics including divine liturgies. 
 

Click on the following links to access the portals for Armenian Church UK, Manchester Armenian Church 
and HAMAINKTV.  
 
The faithful can access these services on the Facebook pages of our parishes in London; these broadcasts can be 
accessed via the links below: 
 
St. Yeghiche Church https://www.facebook.com/StYeghiche/ 
 
St. Sarkis Church https://www.facebook.com/groups/SSCPLondon/ 
 
Holy Trinity Church  
 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/340444669390361/ 
 
For more information please also visit: armenianchurch.org.uk  
And https://www.facebook.com/ArmenianChurchoftheUKandIreland/ 
 
 
Additionally, you may find materials for spiritual growth on these websites run by The Mother See of Holy 
Etchmiadzin or The faithful of our Church such as: armenianchurch.info and arak29.am as well as websites 
organised by the Eastern & Western Dioceses of the Armenian Church in the US like www.vemkar.us  
www.armenianchurchmusic.org, www.avedaran.com  available in both Armenian and English. 
 
We once again thank all committed individuals and representatives of our committed organisations for preparing 
vast online liturgical and theological materials for viewing. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/673335005?pwd=NUs1T1lnVXdVNm9GUEdpenRnd01wZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/join
https://www.facebook.com/StYeghiche/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/SSCPLondon/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/340444669390361/
http://www.vemkar.us/
http://www.armenianchurchmusic.org/
http://www.avedaran.com/


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Worship Services in the Armenian Churches 

 

 

Holy Trinity Armenian Church 
229 Upper Brook Street 
Manchester, M13 0FY 

Tel: 0161 273 1074 
www.armenianchurchmanchester.org 

1st SUNDAY OF THE MONTH 

 
St. Yeghiche Church 
13b Cranley Gardens 

Kensington, London SW7 3BB 
Tel: 020 7373 8133 

www.styeghiche.org.uk 
 

 

 
St. Sarkis Church 
Iverna Gardens 

Kensington, London, W8 6TP 
Tel: 020 7937 0152 

www.stsarkisparish.co.uk 

London: Services are held every Sunday 
Manchester: Services are held on the 1st Sunday of the month. 

 
For further details, please contact the parish nearest to you: 

 

Diocesan Office 
Tel. 0208 998 9210 
info@armenianchurch.org.uk 
http://armenianchurch.org.uk/  
 
ACT UK Trustees 
Bishop Hovakim Manukyan, Ayda Lundon, Viken 
Haladjian, Hovnan Hampartsoumian, Alan Simonian  

 
Registered office address: 
Kemp House 152-160 City Road, London EC1V 2NX  
 

Website | Facebook  
  

Birmingham: St. Peter Church, 208, High St, Walsall, WS3 3LA 
 

Republic of Ireland 
Dublin:  info@armenians.ie; Tel. +353 1 451 5087, www.armenians.ie 

 

Diocese of the Armenian Church of the United Kingdom & the Republic of Ireland 
His Grace Bishop Hovakim Manukyan, Primate 

 

http://www.armenianchurchmanchester.org/
http://www.styeghiche.org.uk/
http://www.stsarkisparish.co.uk/
mailto:info@armenianchurch.org.uk
http://armenianchurch.org.uk/
http://armeniandiocese.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/ArmenianChurchofGreatBritian/
mailto:info@armenians.ie
http://www.armenians.ie/
http://armeniandiocese.org.uk/
http://armeniandiocese.org.uk/the-diocese/parish-clergy/the-primate

