
 

 

 
 

The feast of apparition of the Holy Cross was 
celebrated at St. Yeghiche Church 

 
 

“For the message of the cross is foolishness 
to those who are perishing, but to us who 
are being saved it is the power of God.” (1 
Corinthians1.18). The words of St. Paul 
were to comfort and educate the members 
of the then newly planted Christian Church 
in Corinth where they were struggling to 
establish their identity as Christians 
amidst the pagan culture. One thing had 
not changed however, St. Paul’s words 
were true at that time, they were true 
yesterday and they are true today also. The 
cross of the Christian faith was not and is 
not a simple cross. It is a cross that leads 
us from suffering to victory and from death 

to life. It is our certificate and identity card as Christians showing ourselves as citizens of God. 
 
In the Armenian tradition the cross has a special veneration. It is a “blossomed and life giving cross” 
as we have a hope that with the sign of the Holy Cross we will overcome any hardships we face. 
Twenty-Eight years ago, with the sign of the cross on their chests, our elder brothers did it when 
liberating the Shushi, a historical and strategic Armenian city in Artsakh. Also, our grandparents 
wore a cross 75 years ago while fighting to liberate the world from fascism.  Today “we have this hope 
as an anchor for the soul, firm and secure whilst we are struggling to overcome this pandemic” said 
the Primate whilst preaching at St. Yeghiche Church on Sunday 10th May. At the end of the service, 
there was a special prayer service in remembrance of the soldiers of both WWII and The Artsakh 
war.    
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Apparition of the Holy Cross 
 
This feast is dedicated to the Apparition of the Holy Cross 
in Jerusalem. At noon on May 19, 351AD, a bright, 
luminous cross appeared over the skies of Jerusalem, 
centred over an area spanning from the Mount of Olives 
(where Christ was betrayed and arrested) to Golgotha 
(where Christ was crucified). Bishop Cyril (later St. Cyril 
of Jerusalem) subsequently wrote a letter to Emperor 
Constantine of Byzantium wherein he describes the 
miraculous and beautiful scene. St. Cyril tells Constantine 
that the apparition is a true testimony of the Orthodox 
faith of Christianity. 

 
The Armenian translation of the Bishop’s letter has been preserved by the Church, and is read each 
year on the Feast of the Apparition of the Holy Cross. The Armenian Church celebrates this feast 28 
days following Easter Sunday. 

 

Liberation of Shushi 
Shushi is a strategically critical city 

in Nagorno-Karabagh (Artsakh), 

with a long, vital history as an 

Armenian religious and cultural 

centre. When the army of 

Azerbaijan invaded Karabagh in 

1988, Azeri armed units occupied 

the city of Shushi, using its strategic 

location to bombard nearby 

Armenian villages. But on May 8, 

1992, the outnumbered Armenian 

defence forces of Karabagh 

launched a counteroffensive. They 

seized control of the Shushi, 

expelled the Azeri military—and 

liberated Shushi itself on May 9. 

 

The contribution of the Armenian people to the victory of the 

Allied Powers in World War II 
 

The 75th anniversary of the Great Patriotic War is a good occasion to recall and pay tribute to the 

sacrifices and unity of all the people who prevailed in the fight against the world’s evil.  The 

contribution of the Armenian people to the victory of the Allied Powers in World War II has been 

significant. As many as 600,000 Armenians participated in the war fighting in the Red Army and its 

national divisions, in the armies of Allied Powers or in the ranks of the Resistance movement. 

Additionally, more than 1,000 women from Armenia were recruited to the Soviet Armed Forces. 

During the Great Patriotic War, three Armenians were part of the high command of Red Army and 

later became Marshalls: Hovhannes Baghramyan, Hamazasp Babajanyan and Sergei Khudyakov 



 

(Armenak Khanperiants). Furthermore, an Armenian called Ivan Isakov (Hovhannes Ter-Isahakyan) 

became an admiral.   

Armenian soldiers served in many military branches of the Red Army: the infantry, armoured troops, 

aircraft, and artillery, at the Navy, logistics and health units. Armenians were soldiers and 

commanders at all levels, up to the commanders of divisions, corps and armies. 

 

The Armenian soldiers formed six combined arms 

divisions: #76 after the name of K. Voroshilov 

(established in September 1922), 408th, 409th, 89th, 

390th and 261st. Many Armenians fought in the ranks of 

the 31st, 61st and 320th infantry divisions and in the 

28th and 38th reserve brigades and divisions. The 

Armenian leadership staffed and supplied these military 

units with all that was necessary. 

 

The 89th Tamanyan Division was composed primarily of 

ethnic Armenians and fought in numerous battles during 

the war. It gained fame for participating in the battle for 

Berlin in April 1945, occupying the Berlin suburb of 

Rosenthal at war’s end. Together with their legendary general Nver Safaryan, Tamanyan division was 

also one of the first units to fight and enter the German Reichstag. 

The division advanced more than 7500 kilometres of the military 

way from the Caucasus to Berlin, and in the final account, more 

than 9,000 were killed and 11,000 taken prisoner Nazis.  

Outside of Armenia and the Soviet Union, Missak Manouchian 

was one of the leaders of the French Resistance. He was captured 

and executed by the Nazis in 1944, together with over 20 

members of FTP-MOI Paris region led by Manouchian, and 

remains a much respected figure in modern French history. 

Decorated soldiers who fought in the United States Army include 

Ernest H. Dervishian (recipient of the Medal of Honour), Harry 

Kizirian (most decorated serviceman from Rhode Island and one 

of the most decorated marines of the war), and Victor Maghakian 

(one of the most decorated American soldiers of the war). 

 

Brothers Noel Agazarian and Jack Agazarian both served in the 

British Royal Air Force, Noel was promoted to Flying Officer and 

participated in the Battle of Britain before being killed in the line of 

duty in 1941, while Jack also became a field agent for the Secret 

Intelligence Service and was subsequently captured in 1945. Their 

sister, Monique Agazarian, became one of only 10 young women 

accepted into the Air Transport Auxiliary for ab initio pilot-training. 

 

 

According to statistics the population of the Soviet Armenia was 1,320,000 in 1939.  Military Deaths 

during the WW2 150,000 and civilian deaths were 30,000.  The general losses of Armenians during 

WWII were 300 000.  

 

 

Armenian troops with Sasunsti David tank 

division 

Misak Manouchian 

Noel Agazarian, RAF  



 

 

On 10th May 2020, The K Tahta Armenian Community 

Sunday School used ZOOM video conferencing facilities and 

organised a virtual celebration of the Liberation of Shushi’s 

victory day 
 

At 11.00 AM London time, all K Tahta School students with their families joined together to celebrate 

this occasion with the help of ZOOM virtually. 

 
Governors Haig Armaghanian and Silva Dilanchian joined the school children along with their 

parents and guardians who were participating in this unprecedented event. 

Governor Garo Karabeyekian greeted and welcomed all and introduced the programme of the day. The 

assembly commenced with singing the Armenian National Anthem followed by His Grace Bishop 

Hovakim Manukyan greeting and congratulating all on the occasion of the Liberation and explained 

its significance for all Armenians throughout the world, and concluded with his blessings and prayers. 

 

The Bishop’s blessings were then followed by the School Headteacher Mrs. Ruzanna Tatulyan’s 

greetings and the introduction of the days programme, congratulating the Liberation of Shushi’s 

victory day and informing the children that this year we are celebrating the 28th anniversary of the 

formation of Artsakh’s army and Shushi’s Liberation. 

 

During the assembly, year 9 students recited Hovhannes Shiraz’s famous poem “My Holy Mother 



 

Land” .Additionally, starting from pre-school up to year 8 the students recited and presented Paruyr 

Sevak’s “We are few, but we are called Armenians”. Even behind the computer desk, each student 

showed their determination to beautifully recite the poems. 

 

The arrangements of the video recitation by the students was organised by one of the School 

Teachers, Mrs. Lena, and her daughter Leah Kulkanjians, who is a former student and now a Teacher 

Assistant  in the school, the school is very grateful to both for their efforts. Without the hard work of 

the school this would not have been possible. 

 

The Primate participated in zoom meetings 
 

All Bishops and the Primates of the Armenian Church in 

Europe held an online zoom meeting on Friday May 8th. 

They discussed pastoral questions relating to the mission of 

the Church especially during the Covid-19 crisis.  

 

Bishop Hovakim also participated in these zoom meetings 

with the Oriental Orthodox and Anglican Bishops in the UK 

to form short and long term plans for the future.  

 

 

Armenian Spirituality Online: Chant, Learn, Watch, Pray 
 

Online Bible Studies 

 

The Primates continues to hold online Bible studies. The Bible studies are not academic discussions 

but are weekly meetings in which The Primate, together with clergy, leads study sessions for 

everyone who is in search of a deeper understanding of their faith and Christian fellowship.    

 

How can I get connected online? 

 

You will need to have computer internet access with a microphone, speakers and a camera 

installed.  Alternatively, you can use a tablet or even a Smartphone which has all of these capabilities 

built in. 

Then just click on the link below at the appointed time when the meeting is about to start. 

Join Zoom Meeting 

Use the following details for the bible study meeting in English: 

Meeting ID: 673 335 005 

Password: 545396 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/673335005?pwd=NUs1T1lnVXdVNm9GUEdpenRnd01wZz09


 

Father Nshan Alaverdyan is holding online lectures for the Armenian 

Communities in Dublin and Birmingham 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Over the last two months, Father Nshan Alaverdyan has been conducting online lectures 

for members of the Armenian Community in Dublin. These lectures have consisted of a series of 

spiritual lessons and presentations (via Messenger & Skype).  They have been wide ranging lectures 

in which the Divine Liturgy, Sacraments of the Church, the apostolic rules and their application in 

modern life are explored. 

 The primate encourages you to join in, on some, if not all of the lectures. The lectures are held on 

Tuesdays between 12 and 2 pm. If you would like to join in on the discussions, you can do so 

by contacting Father Nshan Alaverdyan via email: ternshan@gmail.com 

 

At the initiative of the Armenians in Birmingham and Birmingham mission parish, Rev. Father 

Nshan has started online zoom meetings with their members every Sunday from 5pm to 6 pm.   The 

meetings include Bible studies, prayers, sermons and spiritual contemplation.  

Currently these meetings are to substitute their monthly liturgies and spiritual gatherings.  

 
  
 

 

 

Follow Church Services online 
  
  

The faithful can access these services on the Facebook pages of our parishes in London; 
these broadcasts can be accessed via the links below: 
 
https://www.facebook.com/StYeghiche/ 
 

                         https://www.facebook.com/groups/SSCPLondon/ 

https://www.facebook.com/StYeghiche/


 

YouTube platform  
 

On the YouTube platform, you can browse an entire library of videos on a variety of Armenian 
Church and community topics. And click on the following links to access the portals for Armenian 
Diocese of UK and HAMAINKTV, where you can find video materials on various activities.  
 
For more information please also visit armenianchurch.org.uk and 
https://www.facebook.com/ArmenianChurchoftheUKandIreland/ 
 

Additionally, you may find materials for your spiritual growth in the websites, available in both 
Armenian and English run by The Mother See of Holy Etchmiadzin such as: armenianchurch.info 
page or websites organised by the Eastern Diocese of the Armenian Church in the US like 
www.vemkar.us . We thank the representatives of the Holy Etchmiadzin and Eastern Diocese of the 
Armenian Church in the US for preparing vast online liturgical and theological materials.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Your Generous Support  

 
Your gifts of every size are helping to sustain the vital ministries of the Armenian Church in the UK. 
Thanks to you, compassionate outreach continues throughout our Diocese. Even with our churches 
closed to public gatherings, services still go forward and are broadcast to the faithful. Our youth and 
elders, families, and people living in isolation, all find fellowship and inspiration on our media 
platforms. 

 
You can still give an online contribution clicking 
here or send us your donations to the diocese - 
where you can choose to make a general donation, 
or use the drop-down menu to direct your gift to a 
specific cause, like Christian faith formation and 
ecumenical programmes or providing COVID-19 
humanitarian relief  to the needy in Armenia 
through the Church. 
 
Your support is deeply appreciated during these 
days of universal hardship. please click on the 

following link to offer your gift on our secure server. 
 
Armenian Church Trust  UK details: 
Acc No: 20573160, Sort Code: 30-94-65 
 
 
The Friends of Etchmiadzin details:  
Acc No: 27895718,  Sort Code: 50-30-10 
 
Please send your cheque to: Bishop’s House, 27 Haven Green,  London W5 2NZ 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://www.facebook.com/ArmenianChurchoftheUKandIreland/


 

 

LEAVING A LASTING GIFT OR LEGACY TO THE ARMENIAN CHURCH 
 

 
For many people, leaving a gift in their will is a 
final opportunity to make a lasting gift to God. 
Leaving a gift in your Will to The Armenian 
church is one of the most valuable and lasting 
ways to not only celebrate your love of God but 
also continued support of the mission and 
ministry in your community. Please contact the 
Armenian Church for more information via 
email below: 
Info@armenianchurch.org.uk or call: 020 8998 
9210 

 
 

COVID-19   and UK Armenian Community 

 
The community organisations continue to jointly provide relief efforts to serve the needs of the 
Armenian in the UK.  Concern for the spread of Coronavirus (COVID-19) is increasing by the day. It 
is imperative that we continue our support to elderly and vulnerable community members. The 
support has been ongoing since the formation of the committee via either delivering food, shopping 
assistance or simply by just making a call to see how people are doing. 
With the help of the Diocese of the Armenian Apostolic Church in the UK and Ireland Armenian, 
Community Council UK, CAIA, ARS, AGBU, Armenian Medical Association of 
GB, ACYO and AYF together with a team of volunteers, we continue our ongoing help and assistance 
to our community members. 
 

Global Armenian Church News 
 

 

Reconstruction works of the cathedral of the Mother See of Holy Etchmiadzin has been 

resumed 
 

The press department of the Holy See informs that the works of reconstruction of  the Mother See of 
Holy Etchmiadzin has been resumed though not in a full scale.  
 
 

COVID-19 in Armenia 

Assistance Programs worth $280,000,000 AMD have been implemented by the Mother See 

of Holy Etchmiadzin 

 
On May 5, at the Mother See of Holy Etchmiadzin, under the presidency of His Holiness Karekin II, 
Supreme Patriarch and Catholicos of All Armenians, a meeting of bishops was held. At the meeting, 
the progress of social programs aimed at assisting those families who are in need; implemented by 
the Mother See of Holy Etchmiadzin and its dioceses; was discussed. Accordingly, from March 13 to 
May 1, the Mother See of Holy Etchmiadzin has implemented charitable programs thanks to the 
donations received from its dioceses in the Diaspora and individual benefactors, the total cost of 
which amounted to 288,000,000 (two hundred and eighty eight million) AMD. 
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The following is a breakdown of how these generous 
contributions have supported vital work by sector: 
 
A. Social Sector 
The total cost of social programs was 134.400-000 (one 
hundred thirty four million four hundred thousand) 
AMD. 
 
1. 100.600,000 (one hundred million and six hundred 
thousand) AMD was allocated to the food program. 
During the period, the Armenian Church distributed 
food packages to 3,828 families (17,563 people) 
including: 

 
- 900 beneficiaries of five charitable Senior 
Dining Centres (Soup Kitchens) operating under the auspices of the Mother See of Holy Etchmiadzin 
and AGBU. 
 
-268 families in cooperation with Etchmiadzin Municipality. 
 
-3327 families through the initiative of the dioceses in Armenia and Artsakh 
-Families of 100 beneficiaries of the probation service and 14 families of ex-convicts 
 
3. 13,800.000 (thirteen million eight hundred thousand) AMD was provided to the families of 
priests serving in the dioceses. 
 
 
B. Healthcare Sector 
Medical supplies worth 30,600.000 (thirty million six hundred thousand) AMD were handed over to 
the RA Ministry of Health. 
 
 
C. Education Sector 
1. 1600 tablet computers worth 83,000.000 (eighty three million) AMD were purchased to support 
distance learning.1300 of them were handed over to the Ministry of Education, Science, Culture and 
Sports of the Republic of Armenia for appropriate distribution. Moreover, 300 tablet computers 
were allocated to the students of the "Eornekian" Public school by the Christian Education Centre of 
the Mother See. 
 
2. 40,000.000 (forty million) AMD was allocated for organizing transportation of students and 
pedagogues of the Armenian College and Philanthropic Academy in Kolkata; to Armenia. 
 
During the meeting, the perspectives of new programs aimed at overcoming the pandemic were also 
discussed. At the end of the meeting, the Armenian Pontiff, conveying his best wishes for good health 
to those present, emphasized that the Armenian Apostolic Church with its clergy will continue to do 
its best to support the Armenian faithful living in Armenia, Artsakh and in the Diaspora. His 
Holiness reaffirmed that he is in constant contact with the primates and is aware of all the difficulties 
caused by the pandemic, stressing the importance of encouraging pastoral activities in the 
communities in order to overcome this hardship. The Catholicos of All Armenians emphasized the 
need, in the current situation of partial lifting of coronavirus restrictions, for our people to remain 
vigilant, responsible for all the necessary measures to prevent the pandemic, for the fulfilment of the 
requirements of the relevant structures. 

 



 

 
 



 

RAYER FOR HEALING   

 

Dispel the pain and heal the sickness of Your people, Lord our God, 

especially for [Name], and grant to all perfect health by the sign of 

Your all-conquering cross through which You removed the weakness 

of mankind and condemned the enemy of our life and salvation.  

You are our life and salvation, beneficent and all merciful God, Who 

alone can forgive us our sins and remove diseases and sickness from 

us, to Whom are known our needs and necessities.  

Bestower of gifts, grant Your bounteous mercy to Your creatures 

according to their individual needs, through whom Your Holy Trinity 

is always glorified and praised, now and forever and unto the ages of 

ages. Amen  

(Vemkar.us) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SCRIPTURE OF THE WEEK 

 
 
 

Acts 20:17 - 38 
1 Jn 3: 2-6 

Jn 9:39- 10:10 

 

UPCOMING SAINTS & 

FEASTS 

 

 

 

21 May: Feast of the Ascension of 

Our Lord Jesus Christ 

 

24 May: Second Palm Sunday 

 

31 May: Pentecost  

BIBLE STUDIES IN ENGLISH 
 
Hosted Every Wednesday evening at 7 pm. 
 
 
How can I get connected online? 

You will need to have computer internet access with a microphone, 

speakers and a camera installed.  Alternatively, you can use a tablet 

or even a smartphone which has all of these capabilities built in. 

Then just click on the link below at the appointed time when the 

meeting is about to start. 

 
Join Zoom Meeting 
 
 
Use the following details for the bible study meeting in English 
Meeting ID: 673 335 005 
Password: 545396 
 

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/673335005?pwd=NUs1T1lnVXdVNm9GUEdpenRnd01wZz09


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Worship Services in the Armenian Churches 

 

 

Holy Trinity Armenian Church 
229 Upper Brook Street 
Manchester, M13 0FY 

Tel: 0161 273 1074 
www.armenianchurchmanchester.org 

1st SUNDAY OF THE MONTH 

 
St. Yeghiche Church 
13b Cranley Gardens 

Kensington, London SW7 3BB 
Tel: 020 7373 8133 

www.styeghiche.org.uk 
 

 

 
St. Sarkis Church 
Iverna Gardens 

Kensington, London, W8 6TP 
Tel: 020 7937 0152 

www.stsarkisparish.co.uk 

London: Services are held every Sunday 
Manchester: Services are held on the 1st Sunday of the month. 

 
For further details, please contact the parish nearest to you: 

 

Diocesan Office 
Tel. 0208 998 9210 
primatesoffice@armenianchurch.org.uk 
http://armenianchurch.org.uk/  
 
ACT UK Trustees 
Bishop Hovakim Manukyan, Ayda Lundon, Viken 
Haladjian, Hovnan Hampartsoumian, Alan Simonian  

 
Registered office address: 
Kemp House 152-160 City Road, London EC1V 2NX  
 

Website | Facebook  
 

 

Birmingham: St. Peter Church, 208, High St, Walsall, WS3 3LA 
 

Republic of Ireland 
Dublin:  info@armenians.ie; Tel. +353 1 451 5087, www.armenians.ie 

 

Diocese of the Armenian Church of the United Kingdom & the Republic of Ireland 
His Grace Bishop Hovakim Manukyan, Primate 
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