
 

 

The feast of St. Sarkis at 

Pembroke College, Oxford 

 

 

On 8th February , clergy members including 
Priests and deacons joined The Primate in a visit to the 
city of Oxford for the celebration of the Divine 
Liturgy.Whilst there, they also gave blessings upon the 
youth present at The Chapel of Pembroke College on the 
feast of St Sarkis. As well as the blessing, The choir of The 
Oxford Armenian Society demonstrated their beautiful 
singing under the talented leadership of Mrs Mariana 
Asatryan. There were many Armenians from Oxford and 
surrounding cities who attended the service along with 
their friends and loved ones.Such high numbers of 
Armenians together in one place is always a welcome 
sight as a nation whose people are widely spread both 
domestically and globally. During the service, whilst 
blessing the youth, the primate shared the story of St. 
Sarkis and spoke about the Christian martyrdom 
by highlighting the role of their Christian ancestors in 

ensuring the free and egalitarian society they live in 
today . 

Lastly, The Primate expressed his gratitude to the 
organisers of the event: Dr Teo Van Lint, Professor of 
Oriental Faculty of the University of Oxford, the Chaplain 
of the Pembroke College chapel,The Oxford Armenian 
Society and the students and choir members who all 
helped make the event possible. 

At the end of service there was a reception and a 
fundraiser in support of Ani Haykuni foundation for 
cancer treatment.   

The Oxford Divine liturgy is an annual event organised 
by The Primate’s Office, Oxford Armenian Society and 
the Armenian Studies of the Oriental Faculty of Oxford. 
All are welcome, and we hope to see even more in 
attendance at the next blessing to enjoy the wonderful 
blessing with. 

 

His Eminence Archbishop Nathan 

celebrated Mass at St. Yeghiche 

Church 

 

His Eminence Archbishop Nathan Hovhannessian, 
who was in London on a private visit, celebrated Divine 
Liturgy at St. Yeghiche Church in London. His Grace 
Bishop Hovakim Manukyan welcomed His Eminence 
and thanked him for finding time in his busy schedule to 
come and join the congregation during his visit to the UK. 
His Eminence delivered his message about the nature of 
Christian love and explained lessons we can learn from 
the words of Nercess the Gracious, Catholicos and writer 
of the 12th century. Following the liturgy, there was a 
reception in honour of the visiting Archbishop for all the 
work he has accomplished internationally. As you may 
know, from 2000 to 2010, Archbishop Nathan was the 
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Primate of the Armenian Church in Great Britain. Now, 
he is leading the Department of External relations of the 
Mother See of Holy Etchmiadzin as well as working for 
various committees of the Holy See. 

St. Sarkis Day 

 

 

On Sunday 9th February, the feast of St.Sarkis was 
celebrated at the St. Sarkis Church in London and was 
led by Rev. Fr. Shnork Bagdasarian. During the 
celebration, the Primate joined the congregation, 
delivered his message and presided over the special 
prayer service in the loving memory of the benefactor 
of the Church and nation Galouste Goulbenkian and his 
family as well as  deceased wardens and trustees of the 
Church. At the end of the service, the procession moved 
to Gulbenkian hall where delicious and traditional 
Madag (food of thanksgiving) was prepared and 
blessed for the attendees. 

 

Prayer service in Birmingham mission 
parish 

On Sunday 9th February, the feast of Sarkis was 
celebrated in a Birmingham mission parish by Rev. Fr. 
Nshan Alaverdian. There, the Reverend spoke about St. 
Sarkis and its meaning today in the lives of the 
Christians. A small reception followed the end of the 
service. 

 

On the feast of St. Sarkis, the 
Armenian Relief Society of GB 
organised a luncheon and 
fundraiser to support the 
Emergency Appeal for Lebanon 

  
On Sunday 9th February, The Armenian Relief Society 
of GB organised a special Luncheon to celebrate the 
Feast of St Sarkis at Navasartian centre in London. 
Community members, youth and clergy attended the 
event. Guests included His Eminence Archbishop 
Nathan Hovhannessian, head of the external relations 
department of the Mother See of Holy Etchmiadzin with 
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notable guests Mrs Irina Krpeyan PHD and miss 
Aspram Krpeyan also being invited from Armenia for 
the event. Delivering His message about the meaning of 
the feast, His Grace Bishop Hovakim Manukyan, the 
Primate of the Armenian Diocese of the Armenian 
Church in the UK, expressed his gratitude and 
appreciation to the Ladies of the Armenian Relief 

Society of Great Britain. 

ARS GB chairperson Janet Khachatourian thanked those 
who attended the event and informed attendees that all 
the proceeds from it will be donated to the Emergency 

Appeal for Lebanon. 

 
Our Lebanese-Armenian Compatriots are experiencing 
political and economic turmoil, and any donations, 
however small, would be greatly appreciated. Those of 
our countrymen who want to support the project, 
please send your donations to ARS GB. 

Account Name: Armenian Relief Society of Great 

Britain 

Bank Name: NatWest 

Account Number: 00607134 

Sort Code: 515001 

 

 

 

UPCOMING 

Services & Events 
 

THURSDAY, 13th February, feast of 

presentation – Տիառնդառաջ  
Evening Service 7:00 PM  

Venue: St. Yeghiche Church 

 

Workshops  

Building our parishes as communities of faith? 
Workshop led by Dr Hratch Tchilingirian 
Date APRIL 2020, 11:00 – 13:00 
 

 

What is Good Life? Human Well-being as a 

Theological Issue 
Saturday  Marcg 14th, 5pm at Bishop's House 
 
Fr. Grigoris Shokhikyan 
PhD candidate, University of Nottingham 
The paper aims to present how human flourishing is 
imagined, enacted and celebrated in the Christian 
communities. The main focus would be on the concept of 
community/belonging and how it is realized in Christian 
community. 
When currently one of the main ‘health’ problems is the 

loneliness and isolation, it is quite important to look how 
certain religious communities may offer a practical way of 
removing the toxic consequences (suicide, depression 
etc.) of this condition. 
Building our parishes as communities of faith 
 

 

 

 

 

 

SUNDAY 23rd FEBRUARY – ACYO Social Gathering 

A social and networking event, including cultural program. Venue: Bishop’s House at 4:00 pm. (By invitation) 
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EUROPEAN ARMENIAN GAMES EASTER 

FESTIVAL 2020 

 

 
Men, Women and Children of all ages, join us on 
Saturday April 11th for the first ever European 
Armenian Games held in London, an event celebrating 
the sporting ability of our nation.Fellow compatriots 
will compete from all over the continent whilst the 
visitors will have the opportunity to enjoy other 
festivities surrounding the sporting events. This event 
is In association with The Armenian Summer Festival. 
We hope you are able to make it! 

 

Food & Drinks: Available throughout the day including 
Armenian and Easter delicacies. 

Stalls: Local Armenian products and services on show 
and available for purchase. 

Sports: Live sports to watch from all the participating 
teams in EAG 2020 

Music & Dance: Carnival atmosphere 

Raffle Entry:  

Chance to win some great prizes throughout the day. 
Parking: Available on site 

Entry: £2 per person (gives entry into the raffle through the day) 

 

 

Scripture of the Week 
 
 

Is 63:18-64:12 
Tit 1:1-11 
Jn 7:37-52 

 

 

 

 

Pilgrimage to The Holy Land and Jerusalem 

for 8 nights from May 23rd to 30th 2020 

 

 

 
We invite all to join us in our upcoming pilgrimage to 
Jerusalem and The Holy Land.The trip is an opportunity to 
visit the historic Christian sites that uniquely illustrate the 
many great passages of both The New and Old Testament. 
From prior visits to the Holy Land, the schedule is planned 
over 8 nights to give our Pilgrims the opportunity to take 
in the destinations on the schedule and off of it. 
Additionally, The visit to Jerusalem will include Armenian 
mass on the mount of Olives on the feast of the ascension 
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ (Համբարձման տօն) 
on May 28th which is celebrated in Old Calendar and 
Midnight Liturgy on the Tomb of Jesus.  
 
The cost per person flights inclusive: Double room sharing 
£1550 . Single supplement £300. Please kindly note that 
there will be a lot of walking. 
Those who are interested in taking can make their 
deposits of £500 to the ACT UK accounts until the deadline 
of 15 February. 
 
ACT UK account number: 20573160 sort code: 30-94-65, 
REF: Jerusalem Please contact Ms Hrachik Sarian via 
email: info@armenianchurch.org.uk or Tel: 07949810704 
for all inquiries related to the Pilgrimage. 
 

 

 

 

Saint Ghevondyanc 18 - Feb 

 

Saint Vartan and 1036 warriors 20-Feb 

 

Beginning of Great Lent 24-Feb 
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A Little history of St. Sarkis 

 

 
Captain St. Sarkis is one of the most beloved saints among 
the Armenian nation. Together with his son and 14 
soldiers-companions he was martyred for the sake of 
Christian faith. 
In Armenia it is accepted to celebrate the Feast of St. 
Sarkis not only according to church rites and prayer, but 
also according to various folk traditions. St. Sarkis the 
Captain is the patron Saint of youth. Many miracles 
happen thanks to his intercession. On the day of the feast 
young people pray the saint asking him to make their 
prayers audible to God. St. Sarkis is the realizer of the love 
longings. 
Fast of Catechumens established by St. Gregory the 
Illuminator precedes the feast. On the eve of the feast, in 
the evening, young people eat salty cookies and relate the 
appearance of their future bride or bridegroom in their 
dream to eating of the salty cookie.  Also, on the night 
preceding the feast of St. Sarkis the faithful people place a 
tray full of gruel before the door believing that while 
passing near their door at dawn St. Sarkis will leave his 
footprint on the gruel symbolizing the fulfilment of their 
dreams. 
People in love present each other cards, flowers or sweets 
on the feast. 
On the day of the feast a Divine Liturgy is celebrated in all 
churches named after St. Sarkis. Following the Liturgy a 
special ceremony of blessing of people in love will be 
offered. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Children's club 
Saturday,  29th February, 1 -3:30 pm 

The club will meet on Saturday, February 29th, 

at 1 pm at Bishop's House. 

The program has provided an opportunity for 

Armenian children (3-6 years) to come together 

fortnightly, to have fun and learn together about 

Armenian faith and culture. Mrs Anna Henden 

runs the club. For more details please contact 

Primates’ Office 7949 810704 or via e-

mail: info@armenianchurch.org.uk 

 

 

mailto:info@armenianchurch.org.uk


 

 



 

 
 

 



 

 
 

 



 

 
 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Worship Services in the Armenian Churches 

 

 

Holy Trinity Armenian Church 
229 Upper Brook Street 
Manchester, M13 0FY 

Tel: 0161 273 1074 
www.armenianchurchmanchester.org 

1st SUNDAY OF THE MONTH 

 
St. Yeghiche Church 
13b Cranley Gardens 

Kensington, London SW7 3BB 
Tel: 020 7373 8133 

www.styeghiche.org.uk 
 

 

 
St. Sarkis Church 
Iverna Gardens 

Kensington, London, W8 6TP 
Tel: 020 7937 0152 

www.stsarkisparish.co.uk 

London: Services are held every Sunday 
Manchester: Services are held on the 1st Sunday of the month. 

 
For further details, please contact the parish nearest to you: 

 

Diocesan Office 
Tel. 0208 998 9210 
primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk 
http://armeniandiocese.org.uk/  
 
ACT UK Trustees 
Bishop Hovakim Manukyan, Ayda Lundon, Viken 
Haladjian, Hovnan Hampartsoumian, Alan Simonian  

 
Registered office address: 
Kemp House 152-160 City Road, London EC1V 2NX  
 

Website | Facebook  
 

 

Birmingham: St. Peter Church, 208, High St, Walsall, WS3 3LA 
 

Republic of Ireland 
Dublin:  info@armenians.ie; Tel. +353 1 451 5087, www.armenians.ie 

 

Diocese of the Armenian Church of the United Kingdom & the Republic of Ireland 
His Grace Bishop Hovakim Manukyan, Primate 
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https://www.facebook.com/ArmenianChurchofGreatBritian/
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http://armeniandiocese.org.uk/the-diocese/parish-clergy/the-primate

