
 

 

 

January 6th 

Nativity and Theophany of 

Our Lord and Savour Jesus 

Christ 

Ս. Ծննդեան եւ 
Աստուածյայտնութեան 

Սուրբ եւ Անմահ 
Պատարագ 

  
On January 5th and 6th, the worldwide Armenian 
Church celebrated the birth and baptism of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, by commemorating The Feast of 
the Nativity and Theophany of Jesus Christ. On 
January 5th, the Primate celebrated liturgy and 
officiated blessings of Water at the Holy Trinity 
Church in Manchester and again on January 6th at 
St. Yeghiche Church in London.  
 

 
 
He shared with the faithful good news of Christ's 
birth preaching "“Do not be afraid! For behold, I 
bring you good news of great joy that will be for all 
the people:11Today in the City of David a Savior 
has been born to you. He is Christ the Lord! " (Luke 
2:11). At the conclusion of the liturgy, faithful took 
the holy waters with them to their houses as a sign 
a blessings and of the renewal of their faith.  
  

Diocese of the Armenian Church of the United Kingdom and the Republic of Ireland 

 

Armenian Church News 
  10 January 2020                                                                                                            Volume 6, Issue 2              

 



Armenian Church News | 2 

 

   

  
  

  

Our Youth  
 
On Saturday 14 December, ACYO London hosted 
an Armenian Boat Party and Cruise along the 
Thames river. It was an exciting night with around 
100 guests from different age groups gathered 
together to party the night away with beautiful 
views of London.  
A special event with Armenian music and dance 
became spectacular with live entertainment 
provided by Hovhannes Arakelyan.  
A huge thank you to all those who attended and we 
hope to see you all at future ACYO London events. 

 
 

  

 
 

ACYO London hosted a 

Christmas Carol Celebration 

evening on December 20th 

2019 

 

 
The Service included Bible readings and singing 
of Christmas Carols. The celebration continued in 
Gulbenkian Hall with dance and music, as well as 
a visit from Santa!  

 
 
It was a spiritually beautiful evening as we 
celebrated Christmas Carols similar to our British 
brethren but with a lovely Armenian twist! The 
Armenian Church celebrates Christmas on 
January the 6th, but as we live in the UK where 
majority celebrate on December 25th, with just as 
much joy we are joining our Brothers and Sisters 
in Christ. 
 

Christmas Basket Delivery 
 
Baskets will be delivered on January 25 and 26th 
to senior members of the community by the 
Armenian youth accompanied with the clergy. For 
those interested in receiving a basket and a visit, 
please contact the Primate’s office. 
  

How we greet on Christmas 

day? 
 
Usually there are special ways of greetings on 
Christmas day. 
We say to each other Քրիստոս Ծնաւ եւ 
Յայտնեցաւ, Ձեզ եւ Մեզ Մեծ Աւետիս (Christ 

was born and revealed amongst us, Good 

tidings to all of us) and the reply is օրհնեալ է 
Ծննունդն կամ յայտնութիւնն Քրիստոսի (Blessed 

is the birth or revelation of Christ)   
 
 

Join the Primate's Annual 

Appeal and support our 

Church 
 

The Annual Appeal is the major fundraiser 
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that ensures the continuation of the UK 
Diocese’s many ministries to enrich life at 
the Bishop’s House and the local parishes. 
We invite you to support the work of the 
Church through your generous donations. 
 
Follow this link to donate now to the 
Annual Appeal and learn how your 
thoughtful gift will bring vitality to our local 
churches, by supporting Christian 
education through various programmes at 
the Bishop’s House. 
 
ACT UK account number: 20573160 sort 
code: 30-94-65, REF: Appeal 
 
Please contact Ms Hrachik Sarian via email: 
info@armenianchurch.org.uk or Tel: 
07949810704 for all inquiries.  
 
Your generous contributions to ACT UK 
may be also delivered by hand during any 
of the functions and activities taking place 
at the Bishop’s House.  

  
House blessings 

 

House blessings are one of the traditions of the 
Armenian Church, which according to St. 
Gregory of Datev was established by Our Savior 
Jesus Christ, when after His Resurrection He 
entered the upper room and blessed the 
disciples. When it was evening on that day, the 
first day of the week, and the doors of the house 
where the disciples had met were locked for fear 
of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them 
and said, “Peace be with you.” (John. 20:19). 
Through the Home Blessing Service, the house of 
the faithful becomes a “small church” 1:2. Grace 
to you and peace from God our Father and the 
Lord Jesus Christ. (Philippians 1:2). During the 
Service, the priest prays to God and request He 
keep the home, its inhabitants, and the children 

in good health, so that they live a devout life, 
glorify the name of Almighty God and heighten 
the Holy Church. 
 
The priests and clergy visit families and bless 
their houses especially after the Nativity and 
Easter. It is to share the good news of Christ’s 
birth or Resurrection, strengthen their faith as 
well as ask God’s blessings for the families.  
It is desirable and encouraging that the devout 
faithful attend church and invite a priest to 
conduct the service of the home blessing on 
Christmas, Easter and on other occasions. That 
Service is of great importance and necessary for 
every Christian both for the peace of soul and 
blessing of home items, because: “Unless the 
Lord builds the house, those who build it labor in 
vain. Unless the Lord guards the city, the guard 
keeps watch in vain.” (Psalm 127:1), also 
“Because you have made the Lord your refuge, 
the Most High your dwelling place, no evil shall 
befall you, no scourge come near your tent.” 
(Psalm 91:9-10) 
All members of the community who wish to have 
their homes blessed on the occasion of Nativity 
should call their parish priests or Primates’ Office  
7949 810704 to make arrangements. Have a 
piece of bread, a dish of salt and a glass of water 
available for the blessing. 
 

English Bible Studies will 

resume from January 15th at 

Bishop’s House 
 
These are weekly Bible studies with the Primate 
and clergy that will continue for the faithful of 
the community, who are in search of deeper 
understanding of their faith and Christian 
fellowship. These are not academic discussions, 
but a journey together through the Bible. 
 
Along with English Bible Studies the Primate 
started a new series of Bible Studies in Armenian 
«Աստուածաշունչը եւ Մենք» (the Bible and Us). 
The first meeting will take place at Bishop’s 
House Tuesday, January 28th at 11 am. 
 
The topic will be «Ավետարան՝ Ընդհանուր 
Ներածութիւն». During the Bible study faithful 
will learn also Armenian prayers and hymns, 
tea/coffee will be served after the Bible Studies. 
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Armenian Children’s Club 
 

The club will meet on Saturday, January 18th, 2 
pm at Bishop's House.  
The program has provided an opportunity for 
Armenian children (3-6 years) to come together 
fortnightly, to have fun and learn together about 
Armenian faith and culture. The club is run by 
Mrs Anna Henden. For more details please 
contact  Primates’ Office 7949 810704 or via e-
mail: info@armenianchurch.org.uk  
 
 

ART Wellbeing for Women 
 
The next ession will take place on Saturday, 
January 18th, 1 pm at Bishop's House. 
Led by young artist Anna Virabyan, these 
gatherings provide art therapy for women. The 
sessions encourag non-verbal communication 
and expressions through painting and artistic 
creatively. 
 

“The Sacrament of Baptism and 

Confirmation” 
 

January 28th at Bishop’s House  @7 pm. 
Rev. Fr. Shnork Bagdasarian will speak about the 
Sacrament of Baptism and confirmation. 
 
Questions such as what the sacrament of Baptism 
represents and what does it give to us?, what I 
achieve with my baptism and why should we 
baptise our Children, what is the role of Godfather 

and who can be God father? Is there a God mother 
in the Armenian Church? Or what is confirmation 
in the Armenian Church? 
 
There will be half an hour presentation and 
opportunity for Q&A. Those who are interested to 
find out more they are welcome to attend. 

 

“Then you will know the truth, 

and the truth will set you free” 

(John 8:32) The Sacrament of 

Confession 

 
Presentation by Bishop Hovakim Manukyan on 
February 11th, at Bishop House, @  7:00  pm 
The presentation on the sacrament of confession 
and discussion of the purpose, aim and outcome 
of the ritual: Why do we confess? How does it 
help us with the challenges and difficulties in 
life? 

 

“What is depression and how 

we should address it or 

overcome it” 
 

By Rev. Fr. Nshan Alaverdyan, January 29th at 
Bishop’s House at 7 pm. 
Depression is a common mental health illness 
characterised by low mood, lack of energy, 
feelings of guilt or low self-esteem, disturbed 
sleep, poor appetite and problems with 
concentration. But as Christians how are we 
going to face it and overcome it? What kind of 
tools does the Bible give to us? 
There will be half an hour presentation and 
opportunity for Q&A. Those who are interested 
to find out more they are welcome to attend. 
 

What is Good Life? Human 

Well-being as a Theological 

Issue 

 
Saturday February 15th, 3pm at Bishop's House 
Fr. Grigoris Shokhikyan 

mailto:info@armenianchurch.org.uk
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PhD candidate, University of Nottingham 
The paper aims to present how human 
flourishing is imagined, enacted and celebrated 
in the Christian communities. The main focus 
would be on the concept of 
community/belonging and how it is realized in 
Christian community. 
When currently one of the main ‘health’ 
problems is the loneliness and isolation, it is 
quite important to look how certain religious 
communities may offer a practical way of 
removing the toxic consequences (suicide, 
depression etc.) of this condition. 
 
 

Building our parishes as 

communities of faith? 

 
 

Workshop led by Dr Hratch 
Tchilingirian 
 
Date APRIL 2020, 11:00 – 13:00 
How we better organise the life of our 
Parishes? “For where two or three 
gather in my name, there am I with 
them” (Mt 18:20). There has been a 
change in the life of the Armenian 
Church in the UK. Parishes have been 
formed and now instead of the Trusts 
the Parishes are looking after the 
Churches and gradually they are taking 
over the administrative, organisational 

and financial matters of the Churches. 
What shall we do to increase the 
membership and strengthen our 
parishes? What are the advantages of 
the parishes over the trusts? These and 
many other questions will be discussed 
during the workshop. It is organised 
for PC members of the London 
parishes but all are welcome. 
 
 

 

Scripture for Sunday, 

January 12 
Lk 4:14-30 
Is 54:1-13 

1 Tm 1:1-11 
Jn 2:1-11 

 

Upcoming Saints & 

Feasts 

 
13 January: Feast of the Naming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ 
 
14 January: Birth of St. John the Baptist 
 
16 January: Bishop Peter, Bishop Blaise and Deacon 
Absolom 
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Worship Services in the Armenian Churches 

 

 

Holy Trinity Armenian Church 
229 Upper Brook Street 
Manchester, M13 0FY 

Tel: 0161 273 1074 
www.armenianchurchmanchester.org 

1st SUNDAY OF THE MONTH 

 
St. Yeghiche Church 
13b Cranley Gardens 

Kensington, London SW7 3BB 
Tel: 020 7373 8133 

www.styeghiche.org.uk 
 

 

 
St. Sarkis Church 
Iverna Gardens 

Kensington, London, W8 6TP 
Tel: 020 7937 0152 

www.stsarkisparish.co.uk 

London: Services are held every Sunday 
Manchester: Services are held on the 1st Sunday of the month. 

 
For further details, please contact the parish nearest to you: 

 

Diocesan Office 
Tel. 0208 998 9210 
info@armenianchurch.org.uk 
http://armenianchurch.org.uk/  
 
ACT UK Trustees 
Bishop Hovakim Manukyan, Ayda Lundon, Viken 
Haladjian, Hovnan Hampartsoumian, Alan Simonian  

 
Registered office address: 
Kemp House 152-160 City Road, London EC1V 2NX  
 

Website | Facebook  
 

 

 

Birmingham: St. Peter Church, 208, High St, Walsall, WS3 3LA 
 

Republic of Ireland 
Dublin:  info@armenians.ie; Tel. +353 1 451 5087, www.armenians.ie 

 

Diocese of the Armenian Church of the United Kingdom & the Republic of Ireland 
His Grace Bishop Hovakim Manukyan, Primate 

 

http://www.armenianchurchmanchester.org/
http://www.styeghiche.org.uk/
http://www.stsarkisparish.co.uk/
mailto:info@armenianchurch.org.uk
http://armeniandiocese.org.uk/
http://armeniandiocese.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/ArmenianChurchofGreatBritian/
mailto:info@armenians.ie
http://www.armenians.ie/
http://armeniandiocese.org.uk/
http://armeniandiocese.org.uk/the-diocese/parish-clergy/the-primate

