
 

 

 
 

 

Enormous Success: Armenian Summer Festival 2019 
Thousands of community members celebrated and enjoyed the rich Armenian culture and 

heritage at the Armenian Summer Festival on Sunday, 14th July at the North Acton Playing 

Fields. The event was a tremendous success, acclaimed as ‘the best festival so far’. This was the 

second year held in the vast space in Acton, where the Diocese of the Armenian Church, under 

the leadership of Bishop Hovakim, brought the largest number of Armenians in London together.  
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A fun and memorable day for everyone 

 

The doors opened at 12:00, but the work commenced long before then by the hard-working and generous 

volunteers, without whom such a wonderful and memorable festival would not be possible. The day aside, the 

planning and organisation of the festival began months before, with a small but dedicated team of committee 

members, who came together to organise all the logistics implicated in such a large festival.  

Due to the unique outlay of our festival, several different parties of the Armenian community were able 

to present and promote their great causes and local businesses, Armenian organisations such as the Armenian 

Sunday and Saturday Schools, the Armenian institute and CAIA to name just a few. Following on from 

previous years, a special emphasis was placed on the delicious Armenian food prepared by our highly 

experienced team of Armenian men led by Razmik Navasartian, Sako Yegikian, Razmik Hazarian and Jorik 

Younkian. The food was a real highlight, with both chicken and pork on offer. As well as the efforts of the 

men on the Barbeque, a team of dedicated women worked tirelessly to prepare traditional Armenian appetisers. 

As a part of our planning and deliberation to make the event truly enjoyable for all, special care was 

taken to ensure that the hundreds of children that attend ASF were truly entertained and had a joyous time, 

new for this year was a merry-go-round and children’s entertainers including a stilt walker and clown. Three 

volunteers from our community-kindly offered to provide face painting for our little ones in attendance. 

 

 

 



 

The festival was formally opened with Bishop Hovakim’s prayer and blessing at 12:30. The 

programme was presided over by Shakeh Major Tchilingirian, the Festival MC, who gave a seamless 

introduction to the speakers and performers over the course of the day. Followed by welcoming words by 

ASF chair Miss Hrachik Sarian, who personally thanked all for the kind efforts from both sponsors and 

volunteers to make such an event possible, His Grace led the crowd in the Lord’s Prayer and asked for God’s 

blessing in ensuring a successful festival. He paid tribute to the late Ambassador of Armenia 

Arman Kirakossian and asked for a moment of silence in his loving memory. 

 

The entertainment this year included a brilliant performance by Yerevan’s own Miss Sofi Mkheyan, 

whose performance provided the crowd with an authentic taste of modern Armenian songs. DJ Vartan & DJ 

Funky East entertained the crowds with a mix of traditional Armenian music. Alongside the great music, 

there was a performance of Armenian dance by the legendary Akhtamar Dance group. A great addition to 

our entertainment came from the Los Angeles based Vanoush Khanamiryan Dance School. In addition to 

the performances, local Armenians were invited to participate in an open mic, in which a variety of different 

genres of music were represented.  

Also, in attendance, were respected 

members of parliament Ms Rupa Huq and Mr 

Stephen Pound, councillors’ Mr Julian Bell and 

Mr Bassam Mahfouz, as well as Mayor of 

Ealing, Dr Abdullah Gulaid. All of whom kindly 

gave short speeches of encouragement for the 

festival and the work of its many volunteers. 

These speeches provided a strong sentiment of 

outside support for the festival from our 

politicians residing in London. Representatives 

of the Armenian Embassy were also present and 

shared their joy and pride in the activities of the 

Armenian Church in delivering the festival.  

There were many funny and unforgettable moments from the Festival, namely the push-ups from His 

Grace Bishop Hovakim Manukyan and Father Shnork Bagdassarian, both of whom came together to raise a 

significant amount of funds for the festival as well as other initiatives organised by the Church. Overall, it 

was a great day of festivities and a great success as a whole, the best in recent memory. We will continue our 

tradition of the Summer festival next year, as we celebrate the milestone Jubilee of 10 years since the 

inaugural Armenian Summer Festival took place, we look forward to welcoming you once again. 

Our generous benefactors provided us with the financial assistance necessary to make our festival 

possible. 

 

 

 

 



 

  

A fantastic event 

 

Ms Hrachik Sarian, ASF Chairperson: “As always, the festival was a great pleasure. Getting the chance to 

interact with the many dedicated volunteers reminded me of the many benefits involved in bringing the 

community together, with the bonus of raising much-needed funds for the expansion of Armenian causes in 

London. This is as much a reward as the gratification I received by seeing so many return once again for this 

brilliant celebration of Armenian culture and heritage. I would like to send a personal thanks to all involved 

in making this event possible, especially our generous benefactors without whom we would not be able to 

have such a brilliant event. Thank you very much to all in attendance and all who provided support, we hope 

to see you once again next year for our landmark 10
th

 anniversary and make it even better than the last!” 

Shakeh Major Tchilingirian, Master of Ceremonies: “This was a fantastic event to celebrate our heritage 

with Armenians from all around the UK and far beyond. It was a wonderful opportunity to showcase our rich 

culture to the wider society. I was most touched when a little girl came to me and asked if we would be 

doing the same thing tomorrow. This summer festival was successful not only in bringing hundreds of 

Armenians together, but also in creating a unique opportunity to live our songs and dances, food, scents and 

crafts that come to us from our deep roots in our homeland."  

  

Bishop Hovakim Manukyan, Primate: “In my five years of being involved with the Armenian Summer 

festival, I have always enjoyed the joyous atmosphere. To be frank, this year was truly unique in terms of 

my personal involvement in the festival, there were certain points where I had to take my ‘Bishop’ hat off 

and transform into an event organiser on the executive committee. A highlight was the normally mundane 

tasks of helping to deliver items for the event; I certainly had to roll my sleeves up on more than one 

occasion! I am happy that the Chair of the committee was happy with my work, I will leave her words as 

they are: “ Srpazan: Remember, I am writing this as the chair of the ASF committee: thank you for being 

there for all every step of the way. Your fundraising efforts hopefully will make this the most successful 

ASF ever!” I will leave you with this: as a bishop I want to say…. Well done to all. My appreciations and 

blessings to everyone. I received a lot of positive feedbacks and this was the best festival ever. ASF after the 

ASF - we should maintain this spirit and continue”. 

   

 

   

 



 

 

 

We are grateful to all the volunteers and Committee members 

  

No doubt, the festival relies on the hard work and contributions from generous Armenians. We would like 

to express a special thank you to all those involved in the many and various aspects of the festival. Below 

are the names of all those who kindly dedicated their time and effort in making this festival the best yet. 

 

A special thanks to James Harland for his tremendous work in facilitating the transportation necessary for 

the delivery of our goods for the festival, thank you James for your help. Our gratitude to David Stepan for 

all his work on the day. A thank you is also in order for the young gentlemen: Zorik Gasparian, Nairi 

Afrikyan, Hovaness Poghosyan, Manuk, Alex and Andre Sarian all of whom helped us on the day. 

Thank you to Levon Agulian and Aleksandra Turner for kindly distributing our flyers promoting the 

Festival. 

 

Special thanks to the Committee members and volunteers for all their hard work: 

 

Permits and Council applications: Hrachik Sarian (ASF Chairperson); Fundraising: Bishop Hovakim 

Manukyan, Hrachik Sarian; Publicity: Andre Sarian; Entertainment: Andre Simonian, Shakeh Major 

Tchilingirian; Stalls and infrastructures: Bedros Aslanyan, Dickran Bedrossian; Barbeque team: 

Razmik Navasartian, Sako Yeghikian, Razmik Hazarian, Jorjik Younikian. Food & drink team: 

Nazik Andonian, Ani Andreasian, Rita Barseghian, Naeiri Babayan, Evlin Hacopian, Alina 

Horandy, Beaina Esmaili Masihi, Araks Nazarian, Sevanna Gharakhanian,  Rozik 

Malekaghakhanian, Evlin Gasparian, Sosi Der Nersessian, Jeanine Gulvanessian, Vera 

Harland, Violet Hacoupian, Nora Hartounian,. A special thanks to Mareta (Mum’s kitchen) for 

donating delicious homemade gattas every year. Vendors: Armo Akanesyans; Children’s 

corner: Arax Nazarian, her daughter Nareh, Anna Virabiyan and Lucine Alaverdyan; Raffles: Tatiana 

Der Avedissian; V.I.P table: Flora Torossyan Cricchio and Sirarpi Avanesova; Finance committee: 

Krikour Sabounchian, Tamara Stepan and Sosi Nercassian; Young Volunteers: Martial 

Tchoukourian, Oshin Gharibianand Vanouhi Petrosyan, Stepan Gasparian. 

 

There are countless volunteers who provided their services in making the event possible. We are grateful 

for their dedication and service. Please do let us know if we have missed your name, so that we can 

acknowledge it in the next issue of the newsletter.  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Worship Services in the Armenian Churches 

 

 

Holy Trinity Armenian Church 
229 Upper Brook Street 
Manchester, M13 0FY 

Tel: 0161 273 1074 
www.armenianchurchmanchester.org 

1
st

 SUNDAY OF THE MONTH 

 
St. Yeghiche Church 
13b Cranley Gardens 

Kensington, London SW7 3BB 
Tel: 020 7373 8133 

www.styeghiche.org.uk 
 

 

 
St. Sarkis Church 
Iverna Gardens 

Kensington, London, W8 6TP 
Tel: 020 7937 0152 

www.stsarkisparish.co.uk 

London: Services are held every Sunday 
Manchester: Services are held on the 1st Sunday of the month. 

 
For further details, please contact the parish nearest to you: 

 

Diocesan Office 
Tel. 0208 998 9210 
primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk 
http://armeniandiocese.org.uk/  
 
ACT UK Trustees 
Bishop Hovakim Manukyan, Ayda Lundon, Viken 
Haladjian, Hovnan Hampartsoumian, Alan Simonian  

 
Registered office address: 
Kemp House 152-160 City Road, London EC1V 2NX  
 

Website | Facebook  
 

 

Birmingham: St. Peter Church, 208, High St, Walsall, WS3 3LA 
 

Republic of Ireland 
Dublin:  info@armenians.ie; Tel. +353 1 451 5087, www.armenians.ie 

 

Diocese of the Armenian Church of the United Kingdom & the Republic of Ireland 
His Grace Bishop Hovakim Manukyan, Primate 
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