
 

 

Armenian Summer Festival  

 

Less than one month is remaining to the most 

spectacular and wonderful event for the UK Armenian 

Community, the Armenian Summer Festival, which 

will take place on Sunday 14th July, at North Acton 

Playing Fields, Noel Road, Acton, London W3 0JF. 

The ASF team has worked very hard to make the 

festival more appealing to the needs of the 

community, whether young or old. We will be joined 

by a talented singer, Sofi Mkheyan from Armenia and 

with the participation of local talents. The Children 

will be welcomed by a stilt 

Walker, balloon Modeller and many more exciting 

entertainment.  

 

 

To cover all the expenses and also to generate some 

revenues for the future programs of the Church there 

will be a charge of £2 entrance fee. We are also 

grateful to all our donors who have continuously 

supported not only the Primate but also the ASF team. 

We are most thankful to AGBU London Trust, St. 

Sarkis Charity Trust, Nyraff ltd and also anonymous 

donors.  

Any contribution small or big is very much 

appreciated. Please follow us on  asflondon.co.uk  

 ACYO BBQ Party at Bishop’s 
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On 15th June, ACYO London hosted a Summer BBQ 

Party at the Bishop's House. It was great to see 

everyone cooperatively come together to socialise and 

network. As attendees ranged in age, it added to the 

warm atmosphere creating a big Armenian family 

gathering feel. Alongside Armenian music and dance, 

the event featured tasty Armenian BBQ and other 

homemade food and desserts made by those who 

attended. Bishop Hovakim gave a welcome speech, 

with Hrachik Sarian inviting for all to join the 

prominent uniting Armenian Summer Festival on 

14th July. We are thankful to all who contributed to 

the success of the party, and look forward to bigger 

and better events. We particularly look forward to 

seeing you all at the Armenian Summer Festival 

2019.  

Photos from ASF 2018 
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“But the Paraclete, the Holy 

Ghost, whom the Father will 

send in my name, he will teach 

you all things, and bring all 

things to your mind,  

whatsoever I shall have said to 

you."  -John 14:26 

Pentecost (Հոգեգալուստ) is the festival when the 

Church celebrates the Descent of the Holy 

Spirit on disciples. It is celebrated on the Sunday, 

50 days after Easter. (the name comes from the 

Greek word, pentekoste, "fiftieth").  

On the Pentecost Sunday, Bishop Hovakim 

Manukyan celebrated Holy Mass at 

St. Yeghiche Church on Sunday 9th June. At the 

end of the liturgy there was traditional service 

of Andastan (blessings of four corners of the 

world). Many children from Armenian schools 

joined the procession and were blessed by the 

Primate. The Primate also urged the faithful to 

become in union with the Holy Spirit and use the 

gifts that God has bestowed upon them for the 

good and love of humanity. 

Church Calendar 

SAINTS HRIPSIME AND GAYANE 

June 17 & 18th the Armenian Church celebrates 

the feasts of St. Gayane and Hripsime 

According to legends, Hripsime and her 35 

female companions formed a group of devout 

Christian nuns who lived as hermits in a Roman 

monastery around 300 A.D. Hripsime was 

believed to be a descendant of the Roman royal 

family. She was extremely beautiful and had 

attracted the attention of the Roman emperor 

Diocletian, who vowed to marry her. 

To avoid his forceful advances and to maintain 

her chastity, Hripsime, her fellow nuns and their 

leader Gayane, fled Rome. After traveling to 

Alexandria, they finally arrived in the vicinity 

of Vagharshapat in Armenia, where it is said they 

found an old building of an abandoned wine press 

and settled there. 

The Roman emperor continued his pursuit 

of Hripsime and the nuns. He asked the pagan 

Armenian King Drtad to help to return them to 

Rome. However, when King Drtad’s soldiers 

discovered where the nuns were hiding and 

King Drtad saw the beautiful Hripsime, he too fell 

in love with her and commanded her to marry 

him. When Hripsime was brought before the 

King, she refused to renounce her Christian faith 

and accept the King’s marriage proposal. She 

chose the love of Christ over the title of queen 

with all of its pagan trappings. The King then 

pressured Gayane, the leader of the sisterhood, to 

convince Hripsime to marry him. However, 
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instead of advising Hripsime to submit to the 

King’s demands, Gayane told her to resist and 

stand firm in her faith. Hripsime and Gayane then 

escaped from the palace and returned to the 

winery. Because of her refusal, the King’s forces 

inflicted fiendish tortures 

upon Hripsime, Gayane and the other sisters. 

According to various accounts, the soldiers cut 

out their tongues, pierced their eyes, dismembered 

their bodies and then burned them. 

 

The martyrdom of these women took place in the 

last year of St. Gregory the Illuminator’s 

imprisonment in the pit. Upon his delivery from 

the pit, in the early 4th century, St. Gregory built 

chapels over the relics of the nuns. Later, during 

the time of St. Sahag Bartev, these chapels were 

rebuilt, and during the pontificate of 

Catholicos Gomidas in the 7th century, two 

beautiful cathedrals were erected; one of these, 

the Cathedral of St. Hripsime, remains a 

monument of Armenian architecture. 

St. Hripsime, along with her companions in 

martyrdom, are venerated as the first martyrs in 

the history of Armenian Christianity. In 1979, His 

Holiness Vasken I, the Catholicos of All 

Armenians, reported joyously to His 

Holiness Khoren I, the Catholicos of the Great 

House of Cilicia, that as a result of recent 

archaeological excavations, firmly sealed graves 

thought to be those of Hripsime and her 

companions had been found. His Holiness Vasken 

I, wrote: “It is with deep sadness that we wish to 

inform you that the ancient tomb discovered 

during the past year under the walls of the 

St. Hripsime monastery has disclosed graves of 

interred bodies without heads. It is highly 

probable that those remains are those of some of 

the maidens.” Because of the manner in which 

these bodies had been severed, the direction in 

which they were buried and the absence of pagan-

like burial practices, the archaeologists were able 

to confirm the authenticity of Hripsime and her 

followers’ remains. 

  Upcoming events: 

22nd June, Saturday  

Children’s club will meet at Bishops 

House 2-3:30 pm.  

 

 

29th June, Saturday  

The Wellbeing Art Club for Women will 

meet at Bishops House, located at 27 

Haven Green, London W5 2NZ  12 – 

2pm. . 

  

4-7th July ACYO Pilgrimage to Artsakh  

  

14th July, Sunday 

Armenian Summer Festival  
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Worship Services in the Armenian Churches 

 

 

Holy Trinity Armenian Church 
229 Upper Brook Street 
Manchester, M13 0FY 

Tel: 0161 273 1074 
www.armenianchurchmanchester.org 

1
st

 SUNDAY OF THE MONTH 

 
St. Yeghiche Church 
13b Cranley Gardens 

Kensington, London SW7 3BB 
Tel: 020 7373 8133 

www.styeghiche.org.uk 
 

 

 
St. Sarkis Church 
Iverna Gardens 

Kensington, London, W8 6TP 
Tel: 020 7937 0152 

www.stsarkisparish.co.uk 

London: Services are held every Sunday 
Manchester: Services are held on the 1st Sunday of the month. 

 
For further details, please contact the parish nearest to you: 

 

Diocesan Office 
Tel. 0208 998 9210 
primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk 
http://armeniandiocese.org.uk/  
 
ACT UK Trustees 
Bishop Hovakim Manukyan, Ayda Lundon, Viken 
Haladjian, Hovnan Hampartsoumian, Alan Simonian  

 
Registered office address: 
Kemp House 152-160 City Road, London EC1V 2NX  
 

Website | Facebook  
 

 

Birmingham: St. Peter Church, 208, High St, Walsall, WS3 3LA 
 

Republic of Ireland 
Dublin:  info@armenians.ie; Tel. +353 1 451 5087, www.armenians.ie 

 

Diocese of the Armenian Church of the United Kingdom & the Republic of Ireland 
His Grace Bishop Hovakim Manukyan, Primate 
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