
 

 

Commemorating the Armenian 

Genocide in Wales 

On Sunday, the 28th of April, the Primate attended St 

David’s Cathedral in Wales to commemorate the Armenian 

Genocide with the local Armenian community and 

representatives from the Anglican Church in Wales. 

During the service, he presented the Pontifical blessings 

award (ԳՒՐ ՀԱՅՐԱՊԵՏԱԿԱՆ ՕՐՀՆՈՒԹԵՆ) to 

Canon Patrick Thomas, Canon Chancellor of St. David’s, 

in recognition of his services and support to the Armenian 

people and the Armenian nation. On relating His Holiness’ 

salutations and blessings to Canon Thomas, the Primate 

quoted His Holiness’ message that read: “at this joyous 

occasion today, we express our gratitude to you for the 

admirable work you have done for our people, for many 

years. Through your publications and presentations at 

international forums; you have persistently supported 

efforts to condemn the Armenian Genocide.” 

Canon Patrick is the author of publications such as 

“Remembering the Armenian Genocide 1915” and “From 

Carmarthen to Karabagh”. He has been supportive of our 

people in many ways and remains a staunch advocate of 

the Armenian cause. During the ecumenical prayer service 

the Primate also read a short poem written by Antony 

Abadjian on the occasion of his pilgrimage to St Khach 

Church on Aghtamar island. The Primate further thanked 

the local community and particularly Mr John Torosyan for 

their hard work. Armenians and their friends from London, 

Manchester and Ireland joined the Welsh Armenians to 

commemorate the day.   

ARMENIAN GENOCIDE ADDRESS 

– ST DAVIDS CATHEDRAL 28 

APRIL 2019 

By Canon Patrick Thomas 

Many thanks to Dean Sarah for permitting this special 

service this afternoon, to Bishop Joanna for her presence in 

her cathedral, and to His Grace Bishop Hovakim for 

travelling all the way from London to take part in this 

important commemoration. 

The true significance of a statistic can sometimes pass us 

by. When we refer to the one and a half million martyrs of 

the Armenian Genocide, the number is so huge that we can 

sometimes miss the appalling reality that it describes. A 

solution has been proposed by the modern Armenian 

playwright and novelist Perch Zeytuntsyan. He suggests 

that we should slowly and carefully count from one to one 

and a half million – each number representing an 

individual victim. If, like me, you often tend to think in 

pictures rather than words, you might visualise a face to go 

with every number. I don’t know whether anyone would 

manage to complete the process. But even if we only 

managed to count a few score or a few hundred, we would 

soon become aware of the enormity of the Genocide and 

the scale of the suffering involved. 

Every human life is precious. Each one of those one and a 

half million martyrs was made in the image and likeness of 

God. There were parents and grandparents, brothers and 

sisters, uncles, aunts, cousins and small children, brutally 
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deprived of life in the most appalling circumstances. When 

I was researching the little book that I wrote to mark the 

centenary of the Armenian Genocide I had to wade through 

thousands of pages of documents and memoirs recording a 

depth of cruelty and depravity that came close to 

destroying my faith in humankind. As I sat on a bench in 

the cloister garth of this cathedral, opposite where Mariam 

Torosyan’s beautiful and moving Genocide memorial now 

stands, I read a volume of despatches sent to the German 

Foreign Office by diplomats and missionaries describing 

with anguished helplessness the atrocities that they had 

seen. 

 

The Armenian Genocide was one of the darkest and most 

horrendous episodes in a century of slaughter. It was the 

precursor of the Holocaust and other twentieth century 

genocides. It was a deliberate act of ethnic cleansing, 

carefully planned and making use of the latest technology 

available to its perpetrators. Its aim was ‘Armenia without 

Armenians’: the obliteration of a people who had lived in 

Greater Armenia for thousands of years, and had 

developed a rich culture, strengthened and sustained by 

their faith. The memory of this Genocide continues to 

haunt the children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren 

of survivors. The wounds remain open because of a 

concerted and well-funded effort by the Turkish 

Government over many decades to assert that the Genocide 

never took place. 

This denial, which involves the shameless rewriting of 

history, has led to a further development. Having created 

an ‘Armenia without Armenians’ in what is now Eastern 

Turkey, there has been a deliberate attempt to pretend that 

Western Armenia itself never existed. Armenian churches 

and other monuments have been converted for secular use 

or turned into mosques. Many have been demolished, 

sometimes even being used as targets for army artillery 

practice. Inscriptions have been carefully erased. A few 

brave Turkish writers have drawn attention to the resulting 

vacuum, and some have suffered as a result. But the 

underlying message to Armenians seems, in many cases, to 

have changed from “you are no longer here” to “you were 

never here”: physical genocide is followed by cultural 

genocide based on an outrageous lie.  

Please click here (http://armeniandiocese.org.uk/?p=5570) 

to read the full text of Canon Patrick's presentation 

on ARMENIAN GENOCIDE at ST DAVIDS 

CATHEDRAL 28 APRIL 2019 

 

April 24th Armenian genocide 

commemoration in Dublin, 

Ireland 
His Grace Bishop Hovakim Manukyan visited Dublin on 

April 24th to participate in a commemoration event of the 

104th anniversary of the Armenian Genocide. The event 

was organised by the local Armenian Community at 

Christ’s Church Anglican Cathedral of Dublin. The 

speakers were Professor John Horne – Historian/TCD,  Dr. 

Dana Walrath – Atlantic Fellow GBHI/TCD and Dr. 

Arman Kirakossian – Ambassador of the Republic of 

Armenia. Varazdat Khachatryan (Pianist) played Armenian 

and classical music, Sebouh Baghdoyan (Soloist) from 

Vienna performed pieces from Armenian liturgical music. 

Representatives of different Churches in Dublin and 

government attended the event, which was concluded by 

the remarks of bishop Manukyan and Archbishop Michael 

Jackson, the Primate of the Anglican Church in Ireland. A 

short prayer followed in front of Khachkar led by Bishop 

Manukyan and Archbishop Michael.   The Primate thanked 

the Archbishop Michael Jackson and the Dean of the 

Cathedral - Dermot Dunne,  as well as the organizing 

committee members Mr. Paul Manook and Harut 

Shahenyan.  
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Remarks by His Grace Bishop 

Hovakim Manukyan  

on 104th anniversary of the 

Armenian Genocide 

Dublin, Ireland 

24th April 2019  
 

 

Your Eminences and Your Grace,  

Distinguished guests and friends, 

 

We have gathered once again to praise our Lord and 

Saviour Jesus Christ on this Remembrance Day for the 

Armenian people, a sad but sacred day. Exactly 104 years 

ago, Armenian intellectuals were arrested in the capital of 

the Ottoman Empire and were brutally executed in what 

was the beginning of a heinous crime that would be 

remembered by generations as the Armenian Genocide. In 

an attempt to completely erase Armenian heritage from the 

world, our people were killed in their very own historical 

lands.  

 
Today, we have come together to not only remember but to 

also demand justice and recognition. Coincidently, 

Armenian Genocide remembrance happens during 

Eastertide, a poignant season for us Christians that carries a 

strong and important message. During Easter, we witness 

how Jesus was falsely accused and sentenced to death on 

the cross.  Despite the humiliation, He willingly underwent 

this for our sake. The Armenian people suffered and were 

also humiliated a century ago. They might have escaped 

these horrors by converting or denying their faith and 

identity but they chose to remain faithful to Christ. They 

did not convert because they knew that “the message of the 

cross is foolishness for those who are perishing, but to us 

who are being saved, it is the power of God” (1 Cor 1:19).  

They also knew about the words of St. Paul who says, “We 

have died with Christ and we believe that we shall live 

with him.” (Rm 6: 8).  They knew that as they identified 

with the suffering of Christ, they also shared in the joy of 

His Resurrection and the assurance of a new life through 

His victory over death. And it is for this very reason that 

they are now Holy Martyrs.  

Shortly, we will pray in front of the Khachkar that was 

erected in the courtyard of this Cathedral a few years ago. 

It is a symbol of the resurrection of our people but also a 

symbol of the justice we demand.   

Today, the Turkish government and some politicians seek 

to erase the Armenian Genocide from history. However, 

the Genocide was not, and is not, a mere episode that took 

place within the footnotes of history but an event whose 

consequences are being witnessed today. In the last few 

days, we were shocked to learn about the attacks on 

Churches in Sri Lanka and persecutions of Christians. At 

least a few times every year, churches are being reduced to 

ashes by various groups in the Middle East and countless 

Christians are being martyred.  Dehumanisation of 

Christians and other faith or ethnic groups continues. The 

hatred and phobias do not, in my opinion, just appear - 

they are the result of our indifference.  What do we teach 

and what kind of ideologies do we offer to the people? 

How do we deal with the questions of the past? These 

questions should be of concern to us, especially within the 

interfaith and ecumenical contexts. I have absolutely no 

doubt that the full recognition and condemnation of the 

Armenian Genocide will ultimately prove that we are 

committed to justice, peace and the integrity of humanity, 

values that are more important than any political or 

economic interests.   

I would like to close by taking the opportunity to thank 

every single person who helped to organise this event. 

Your Grace, Archbishop Michael, may I express my 

sincere thanks to you and to the Dean of the Cathedral - 

Dermot Dunne,  as well as the organizing committee 

members Mr. Paul Manook and Harut Shahenyan for 

organising this event today. May God bless you all.  

 

A Photographic Exhibition on The Making of 

the Khachkar Memorial for Ireland 
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We remember and demand 

justice 
 

 
 

The Primate joined the March of thousands of Armenians 

organised by the CRAG of UK Armenian Community 

Council to demand justice and recognition of the Armenian 

Genocide on Saturday, April 27th . Following the 

Armenian Genocide Commemorative march, the petition 

was delivered to No. 10 Downing Street. 

During the First World War millions of innocent people; 

Armenian men, women, children and elderly were forced 

to march from their homes to Syrian deserts. These were 

death marches that took the lives of 1.5 million Armenians. 

The March of the Armenians in London and throughout the 

world is in remembrance of those who were killed during 

the Armenian Genocide. These marches also serve to 

increase awareness about the atrocities that happened to 

Armenians and to demand justice and prevent future 

crimes against humanity. 

 

 Primate has sent his message to 

Armenian Community members 

on the occasion of 

commemorating the Armenian 

Genocide 

  

His Grace Bishop Hovakim Manukyan has sent a message 

to the participants of the commemorative event organised 

by the Armenian Community Council in the UK under the 

auspices of the embassy of the Republic of Armenia and 

the diocese of the Armenian Church in the UK and Ireland 

on April 28th at St. Yeghiche Church. The speaker of the 
day was MP Varuozhan Osganian from Romania. His 

Excellency, Ambassador Kirakossian spoke on behalf of 

the Republic of Armenia. The message of the Primate was 

delivered by Rev. Fr. Shnork Bagdasarian.  

April 24th Remembrance Day 

of the Armenian Genocide 
 

 

April 24th is commemorated since 1921 by the order of 

late Catholicos of All Armenians KEVORK V. By the 

Pontifical order of 30th October 1921, No 416 late 

Catholicos Kevork V endorsed the request of the Armenian 

Patriarch of Constantinople Archbishop Zaven to 

commemorate it as “National day in memory of thousands 

of martyrs who fell during WWI.” 
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Children's club 
Saturday,  4th May, 2 -3:30 pm 

Children can attend with their parents and 

learn Biblical Stories. They also learn how to pray 

before the meal. The children’s club meets 

fortnightly on 1st and 3rd Saturday of each 

month.  It is led by Mrs Anna Henden and her 

assistant Miss Vanuhi Petrossian. Pastoral 

counselling is provided by Rev. Fr. Nshan 

Alaverdyan. “Jesus said, "Let the little children 

come to me, and do not hinder them, for the 

kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these. When 

he had placed his hands on them, he went on from 

there." (Mathew 19:14-15). 

Those who would like to bring their Children 

please contact primatesoffice@ 

armeniandiocese.org.uk  by 21th April with the 

names of the children.  

 

On April 23rd 2015, the victims of the genocide were 

canonized by the Catholicos of All Armenians His 

Holiness KAREKIN II and His Holiness ARAM I of the 

Great House of Cilicia. Since 2015, it has become the day 

of “Saints of the Armenian Genocide who fell for their 

faith and identity.” 

 

The systematic massacres and deportations of Armenians 

from their historic homelands began on the 24th of April 

1915, by order of the Ottoman Empire. Hundreds of 

Armenian public figures – politicians, clergymen, 

educators and artists were arrested and promptly executed 

in the capital Constantinople, the modern day Istanbul, or 

sent into exile. The Armenian Genocide followed decades 

of discrimination and pogroms against Armenians and 

other minorities under Ottoman rule, most notably the 

Hamidian Massacres of 1894-1896, and the Adana 

Massacre of 1909.  

 Upcoming events: 

  

Art Wellbeing for women  

 

The club will meet at Bishops house, located 

at 27 Haven Green, London W5 2NZ  on May 
4th 11 am – 1pm. . 

  

Armenian Book club 

 

Armenian book club with 

Armen Saruhanyan will meet at the Bishops 

house to read the poetry of Rupen Sevag on 

Thursday, 2nd May 7: 30 pm. 

 Rupen Çilingiryan (Sevag) 

(ՌուբէնՅովհաննէսի Չիլինկիրեան (Սեւակ), 

February 28, 1886, Silivri, Ottoman Empire – 

August 26, 1915, Çankırı, Ottoman Empire) 

was an Armenian poet, prose-writer, and 

doctor.He was arrested at the onset of the 

Armenian Genocide on April 24, 1915 and 

killed on August 26, 1915. 
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Worship Services in the Armenian Churches 

 

 

Holy Trinity Armenian Church 
229 Upper Brook Street 
Manchester, M13 0FY 

Tel: 0161 273 1074 
www.armenianchurchmanchester.org 

1
st

 SUNDAY OF THE MONTH 

 
St. Yeghiche Church 
13b Cranley Gardens 

Kensington, London SW7 3BB 
Tel: 020 7373 8133 

www.styeghiche.org.uk 
 

 

 
St. Sarkis Church 
Iverna Gardens 

Kensington, London, W8 6TP 
Tel: 020 7937 0152 

www.stsarkisparish.co.uk 

London: Services are held every Sunday 
Manchester: Services are held on the 1st Sunday of the month. 

 
For further details, please contact the parish nearest to you: 

 

Diocesan Office 
Tel. 0208 998 9210 
primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk 
http://armeniandiocese.org.uk/  
 
ACT UK Trustees 
Bishop Hovakim Manukyan, Ayda Lundon, Viken 
Haladjian, Hovnan Hampartsoumian, Alan Simonian  

 
Registered office address: 
Kemp House 152-160 City Road, London EC1V 2NX  
 

Website | Facebook  
 

 

Birmingham: St. Peter Church, 208, High St, Walsall, WS3 3LA 
 

Republic of Ireland 
Dublin:  info@armenians.ie; Tel. +353 1 451 5087, www.armenians.ie 

 

Diocese of the Armenian Church of the United Kingdom & the Republic of Ireland 
His Grace Bishop Hovakim Manukyan, Primate 
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