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Diocese of the Armenian Church in the UK and Ireland Commemorates 

Louise Manoogian Simone 

 

Special prayers were offered for the recently 

departed soul of Louise Manoogian Simone (1933-

2019),a  renowned philanthropist and distinguished 

President of the Armenian General Benevolent 

Union (1989-2002) in the churches of the Diocese of 

the United Kingdom and Ireland on Sunday 31st 

March, the 40th Day of her passing. 

Primate Bishop Hovakim Manukyan presided over 

the service held at the conclusion of the Divine 

Liturgy at St. Yeghiche Church. In his remarks, he 

praised Louise  Simone’s enormous contributions to 

the Armenian Church. He noted, especially, her 

leading contribution to the establishment of the 

Sevan Seminary in the early 1990s, where he was 

educated as a young seminarian. “Every time she 

visited the seminary, we felt her loving care towards us, like a mother,” recalled 

Bishop Hovakim. 

He invited Dr. Hratch Tchilingirian, who had worked closely with Louise Simone 

over the years, to share some of his thoughts. “Louise Simone has contributed to our 

national life for over 40 years,” he said, noting “Louise was a truly visionary leader, 

who walked in the philanthropic path of her parents, especially her father, Alex 

Manougian, a National Hero of Armenia.” Dr Tchilingirian went on to explain: 

“What distinguished her from other philanthropists was her active engagement in all 

the critical events in our national life and on all levels: cultural, religious, political, 

but most importantly, on the social level, where she focused on improving the lives 

of the disadvantaged members of society.” Louise Simone was one of the first 

people in December 1988 who immediately mobilised all sorts of resources to help 

the victims of the devastating earthquake. Her leadership was distinguished by the 

fact that she paid particular attention and importance to human resources. “Beyond 

funds, she paid particular attention to the process of identifying, recruiting and 

nurturing talent,” said Dr Tchilingirian, “because programs and projects cannot 

succeed with money only, but with the right people, who would give life to 

projects.” While Louise Simone paid attention to immediate needs with assistance, 

she never lost sight of the long term needs of the Armenian nation. “She planted 

many seeds in Armenia and Armenian life fully convinced that the fruits will be 

reaped in 10, 20, 30 years,” said Dr Tchilingirian, adding, “Indeed, vision, planning, 

persistence and patience are aspects of leadership success that we can learn from 

Louise Simone.” 
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In his closing blessing, Bishop Hovakim prayed that God may receive Louise Simone’s soul in his eternal 

glory and comfort her family and the Armenian community with the legacy of her contributions to numerous 

philanthropic projects that continue to enrich tens of thousands of lives. AGBU London Trust members and 

Armenian Embassy representatives attended the service with the faithful of the church. 

 

 

 

ACYO London remembers the Heroes of April war 

  

“Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one's life for one's friends”. John 15:3 

 

 

 

 

ACYO London was joined by Ambassador Dr. Arman Kirakossian and community members in a service led 

by Bishop Hovakim Manukyan in memory of the April 2016 War Heroes on Tuesday April 2nd. His Grace 

stressed the importance of the spiritual duty that we have as worthy Armenians in supporting our nation. His 

Excellency emphasised in his speech the importance for all Armenians to stand strong and united and with 

common efforts build a progressive and prosperous Armenia. A candle lighting and prayer followed the 

service. 

Let God shed light on the souls of our brave Heroes who sacrificed their lives for our Nation. May our brave 

Heroes Rest in peace , you shall always be remembered. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS AND PRAYER SERVICES 

Commemorating Armenian Genocide in St David’s Cathedral, Wales  

Sunday 28
th

 April 

An open invitation is extended to all members of the 

Armenian community to embark on a visit to St Davis 

Church in Wales to commemorate the Armenian 

Genocide with the local community. Bishop Hovakim 

will attend the event along with anyone who wants to 

join. During the commemoration service Rev. Dr. 

Canon Thomas Patrick will be awarded with special 

recognition from The Catholicos of all Armenians 

(Գիր Հայրապետական Օրհնութեան).  

 

Those who would like to join please contact primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk by 16th of April. 

Departure will commence at 7 am from Bishop’s House with arrival back to London scheduled for 8 pm.   

  

Friday 3
rd

  May – ACYO SOCIAL GATHERING, venue: Bishop’s House. It will be a socialising and 

bonding event, which will also include a cultural program. By invitation only.  

 

Sunday 19
th

  May – ACYO London will be organising a basket delivery for the elderly. Anyone who wants 

to volunteer for this wonderful cause, please do let us know. Contact us at: acyo.contact@gmail.com. Any 

donation for this programme are welcome to ACT UK.  

 

 

Friday Evening Vigil to be held at St.  Sarkis 

Church 

  

On the April 5th, the weekly Vigil services will take 

place at St Sarkis Church. At the end of the service, 

the Lenten dinner will be served.  

  

These are unique interactive services, during which 

congregation participates actively, not only in 

singing the beautiful Armenian hymns 

(Շարականներ) but also prayers of Confession 

written by Catholicos Nerces the Gracious (XII). 

  

Church Service starts at 6:30 pm 

Lenten dinner at 7.30 pm 

Entrance fees: £5 

Venue: St. Sarkis Church, W8 6TP. Nearest Tube Station: High Street Kensington Road 
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Sunrise Service During the Great lent period 

Sunrise services will be held at the small chapel in Arachnortaran every Wednesday morning at 10:30 am. 

Faithful are welcome to join. Venue: Bishop’s House, 27 Haven Green, W5 2NZ. Nearest tube station: 

Ealing Broadway 

  

 

7-day Pilgrimage to Italy and audience with His Holiness Pope Francis 

  

 Travel dates: 5th to 11th May 2019 

(Naples, Rome, Vatican, Florence and 

Venice) 

  

The visit will include a general audience with 

Pope Francis, meeting with Church 

dignitaries, ecumenical prayers, visit 

different Churches and shrines, catacombs as 

well as an excursion into the Armenian 

monastery of St. Lazaro. 

BA Flights from London Heathrow to Rome 

Fiumicino Airport 

BA 546 G 05MAY LHRFCO 

 Departure Time: 10.45am Arrival to Rome 14.25pm 

Returning to London Heathrow from Venice Airport 

BA 597 G 11MAY VCELHR  

Departure Time: 20.40pm Arrival to London 22.00pm 

 

Please contact Ms Hrachik Sarian via email: primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk or Tel: 020 8998 9210 

for all inquiries related to the Pilgrimage 

  

Please note we have yet four available places to book until April 10th. 
  

 

Children's club  

Children’s club will meet on Saturday 4th 

May, at 2 -3:30 pm.  

Children can attend with their parents and 

learn Biblical Stories. They also learn how 

to pray before the meal. The children’s club 

meets fortnightly on 1st and 3rd Saturday of 

each month.  

  

It is led by Mrs Anna Henden and her 

assistant Miss Vanuhi Petrossian. Pastoral 

counselling is provided by Rev. Fr. Nshan 

Alaverdyan. “Jesus said, "Let the little 

children come to me, and do not hinder 

them, for the kingdom of heaven belongs to 

such as these. When he had placed his hands 
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on them, he went on from there." (Mathew 19:14-15). 

Those who would like to bring their Children please contact primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk  by 

21th April with the names of the children.  

 

Sunday, April 7th The Armenian Church celebrates the feast of Annunciation 

 

The Annunciation is observed in the Armenian Church on April 7th. 

This year it coincides with the 6th Sunday of Great lent, (Գալստեան 

կիրակի). However,  the priority is given to the feast of Annunciation. 

The curtains of the altar are open on that day and there is Holy 

Communion as well.  

  

The Annunciation commemorates the tidings which the Angel Gabriel 

brought to Mary. It is part of the fulfilment of the Messianic prophecy 

and plan, and the most important event in Mary’s life.  

According to the teachings of the Armenian Church, at the time of the 

Annunciation, when the Holy Spirit entered Mary, she was cleansed of 

all original sin, as she was to be the vessel in which God’s manifest 

was to be incarnated. 

“Do not be afraid, Mary,” the Angel Gabriel said, as he appeared 

before the young woman, “for you have found favor with God. And 

behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall 

call his name Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High; and the Lord God will 

give to him the throne of his father David, and he will reign over the House of Jacob forever, and of His 

kingdom there will be no end.” (Luke 1:30-33). 

  

   

Palm Sunday and Holy Week Celebrations 

  

Palm Sunday marks Christ's triumphant entry into Jerusalem. When 

Jesus entered Jerusalem “they took palm branches and went out to 

meet him, shouting, “Hosanna!” “Blessed is he who comes in the name 

of the Lord!” Blessed is the King of Israel!” (John 12:13). 

  

The week following Palm Sunday is known as Holy Week and each 

day of that week, Monday to Saturday, is called ‘Holy’ because each 

day of this week symbolises events that took place after our Lord and 

saviour Jesus Christ entered Jerusalem. The events end with the 

celebration of the glorious Resurrection. The readings from the Holy 

Gospels describe that period from Jesus' entry into Jerusalem until the 

fulfilment of the divine plan of salvation. The lections from the Old 

Testament read during this period and the hymns remind us of the need 

for salvation. 
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During this week, as during Great Lent, the faithful are invited to continue their fasting and ardent prayers. 

To read more about Holy Week please click here. 

Practical information 

The services will be held both in St. Sarkis and St. Yeghiche as well as in the Holy Trinity, Manchester, Dublin and 

Birmingham parishes.  
 

The faithful end fasting by partaking in Holy Communion on Saturday Evening. After the liturgy they go 

home and celebrate Easter with their families. They also invite the priests to visit the families and bless their 

homes.  

  

Armenian Easter Cousin 

  

Easter cuisine consists of coloured eggs, fish, rice, herbs and traditional 

Armenian pastry. They also have bread, salt and water so that the priest 

blesses them and shares the good tidings of Resurrection. 

  

The eggs and fish are symbolic foods. The Church fathers have a lot of 

interpretations about them. St. Gregory of Datev (15th century) said that “we 

dye the egg with red colour, because the egg symbolises the world, the shell 

resembles heaven, skin symbolises the air, whiteness is water and the yellow 

is the earth.’’ This means that the world is saved by the blood of Christ, 

which He spilled for the love of humanity. 

  

Celebrating Easter together 

  

Please note that the Ladies Committee of the Primate’s Office is organising an Easter Luncheon 

at  Copthorne Tara Hotel in Kensington. You can join that event and enjoy festive Armenian Easter 

celebrations with Primates. There will be surprises as well as Armenian music and dancing. Those who 

have interest in joining please click here and register now.  
 

 

Tuesday 16th , 

April Holy Tuesday Ավագ Երեքշաբթի 

 Evening Service and Remembrance of the Ten Virgins (Տաս  կոյսերի 

յիշատակութեան օր)  

The service will take place only at St. Yeghiche Church. There will be 

demonstration of the parable at the end of the service, which is traditionally 

part of the Holy Week celebrations in the Armenian rite.  

We expect participation of young members of the community along with 

their parents. Those who want to bring their Children for participation and 

blessings are most welcome to contact St. Yeghiche Parish or the Primates’ 

office at primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk.  

 

mailto:primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk
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CURRENT PROGRAMMES IN BISHOP’S HOUSE 

Diocese of the Armenian Church of United Kingdom and Ireland and His Grace Bishop Hovakim Manukyan, Primate, 

are restarting a series of programmes at the Bishop’s House after the summer break, open to everyone – details coming 

soon.  

 

Armenian Christian Faith Lecture Series  

These lecture series will introduce the faith, theology, liturgy, sacraments and, generally, the spiritual heritage of the 

Armenian Church to the members of the community and wider interested audiences. 

 

Spiritual Journey through the Bible: «Ուր երկու կամ երեք հոգի հաւաքուած լինեն իմ անունով, այնտեղ եմ 

ես, նրանց մէջ» 

The Primate, is launching a new program of weekly Bible studies (every Wednesday) for the faithful of the 

community, who are in search of deeper understanding of their faith and Christian fellowship. These are not academic 

discussions, but a journey together through the Bible. 

 

Discussion Group Contemporary Social & Ethical Issues 

Curated and led by Dr Hratch Tchilingirian | Discussion of contemporary social and ethical issues, which are of 

concern for young professionals and members of the larger Armenian community. These evening gatherings will take 

place once a month, consisting of a 20-minute presentation on a given topic, followed by 50-60 minutes of open 

discussion. 

 

Հայ Գիրքի Ակումբ 

Արմէն Սարուհանեանի ղեկավարութեամբ | Ամսական հանդիպումներ համայնքի ընթերցասէր անդամներուն 

համար (book club), որոնք կը փափաքին կարդալ եւ միասնաբար քննարկել Հայ գրականութեան նմուշներ, Հայ 

Եկեղեցւոյ ու մշակոյթին առընչուած գործեր եւ այլ հետաքրքրական նիւթեր: 

 

Armenian Connexions 

Monthly after work informal gatherings for young professionals at the Bishop’s House to network and catch up with 

friends and the latest developments in the Armenian world 

Coffee with the Bishop 

Informal visit and coffee meeting with Bishop Hovakim at the Bishop’s House to catch up on the latest news in the 

community, in Armenia and the Diaspora. 

 

Armenian Children’s Club  

Children can learn about Armenian faith through fun and games, led by Anna Henden.  

All events are held at the “Bishop’s House” | 27 Haven Green | London W5 2NZ (Nearest tube: Ealing 

Broadway) 

For more information, please contact: Tel 0208 998 9210 | primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk 

 

mailto:primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk


Armenian Church News 

 

9 
 

 

 

 
  

Crosses for men, women and children are available 

from the Primate’s office.  

Please call 0208 998 9210 or email 

primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HOUSE BLESSING (ՏՆՕՐՀՆԵՔ) 
 

One of the traditions of the Armenian Church is the Home 

Blessing Service. It symbolises the visit of Resurrected 

Christ the Upper House and blessing of the disciples (John 

20:19). 

Priests and bishops visit the homes of the faithful on the 

occasions of Easter (Սուրբ Յարութիւն) to bring the good 

news of our Lord’s Nativity and Resurrection to bless them and their homes through a special Service. 

During the Service the priest prays to God and asks Him to keep the home, its inhabitants and the children in good 

health, so that they live a devout life, glorify the name of Almighty God and strengthen the Holy Church. 

Those faithful who want a priest to visit and bless their home are welcome to contact their respective parishes or the 

Primate’s Office. 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk
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The Armenian Church News publishes announcements of any Armenian 

organisation as it is an inclusive channel of communication.  

 

The objectives of CAN are to inform the wider publish and its constituency members 

about: 

 

 Activities of the Primate 

 Organisations under the auspices of the Primate: ACT UK, ACYF, Ladies 

Committee  

 Worldwide Armenian Church 

 Parishes 

 

 

 

 

ACN do not raise funds on behalf of any other organisation except for Armenian Church (ACT UK, ACYO, 

Primate’s Office, Ladies Committee, St. Yeghiche, St. Sarkis, Holy Trinity, Dublin, Birmingham).  

 

Editorial: 

The main objective of the diocesan e-newsletter is to serve and reach out to Armenians throughout the United 

Kingdom and Ireland. The community members and organisations are welcome to send their announcements for the e-

newsletter, including information not only about public events but also about important family events such as 

christening, matrimony or passing away.   

*** 

Disclaimer: considering that there are many names in the coverage of events, it is possible that some of them are misspelled or incorrect. 

We apologise in advance for any misspelling.  

 

  

A Message from the Primate Office 
 
His Grace Bishop Hovakim Manukyan wishes to inform you that at the bottom of our weekly e-newsletter you 
will find the contacts of our Churches and Parishes in the UK and Ireland. Details are also available on the 
websites of the respective Churches and Parishes.  Please do not hesitate to contact any of these addresses if 
you need any help regarding Church services. You will receive a reply either from the Parish Council Chair or 
from the priest. 
 
If you encounter any kind of problems regarding communication with the above, please contact the Primacy 
(Առաջնորդարան) directly at the following address: 
 
Bishop Hovakim Manukyan 
The Primates Office 
27 Haven Green, 
London W5 2NZ 

Tel: 0208 998 9210 
e-mail: primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk 
Website | Facebook 
 

mailto:primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk
http://armeniandiocese.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/ArmenianChurchofGreatBritian/
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Services are held in the Armenian Churches in London every Sunday starting at 11:00 am. In Manchester, there is a 

service on the 1
st
 Sunday of the month.  For further details, please contact the parish nearest to you:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other Parishes of our Diocese: 

Dublin - www.armenians.ie 

Birmingham – St. Peter Church, 208 High St, Walsall, WS3 3LA. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Worship Services in the Armenian Churches 

 
Holy Trinity Armenian Church 

229 Upper Brook Street 
Manchester, M13 0FY 

Tel: 0161 273 1074 
www.armenianchurchmanchester.org 

1
st

 SUNDAY OF THE MONTH 
 

 

 
St. Yeghiche Church 
13b Cranley Gardens 

Kensington, London SW7 3BB 
Tel: 020 7373 8133 

www.styeghiche.org.uk 
 

 

 
St. Sarkis Church 
Iverna Gardens 

Kensington, London, W8 6TP 
Tel: 020 7937 0152 

www.stsarkisparish.co.uk 

We invite those who have questions or wish to gain 
deeper understanding of the faith, moral 
discernment, teachings and traditions of the 
Armenian Church to contact the Office of the 
Diocese of the Armenian Church in United Kingdom 
and Ireland: 
 
His Grace Bishop Hovakim Manukyan 
The Primate’s Office 
27 Haven Green,  
London W5 2NZ  
 

Tel: 0208 998 9210 
 
Email: primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk 
 
Registered office address: 

Kemp House 152-160 City Road, London EC1V 2NX  

Website | Facebook  
 

http://www.armenians.ie/
http://www.armenianchurchmanchester.org/
http://www.styeghiche.org.uk/
http://www.stsarkisparish.co.uk/
mailto:primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk
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