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                       Prayer in Memory of late Armenian Patriarch at St. Sarkis Church  

The Primate, Bishop Hovakim 

Manukyan of the Armenian Church 

in the UK and Ireland and Bishop Rt 

Revd JONATHAN GOODALL who 

is the Archbishop of Canterbury’s 

Representative to the Orthodox 

church prayed for the reposing of the 

soul of late Archbishop Mesrob II 

Mutafian at St.Sarkis Church in 

London on Sunday 17th of March.  

Mrs Anna Turay 

(http://armeniandiocese.org.uk/in-

memoriam-patriarch-mesrob-mutafyan-2/)  and Dr Harry Hagopian 

(http://armeniandiocese.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/Memorial_Service-2.pdf) 

spoke about the life of the late Patriarch and the memory and legacy he left behind 

before the prayer service.  

A short documentary was shown Featuring the life of late Patriarch at the Gulbenkian 

hall following the service.  

 

Sunday of Prodigal Son 

The Sunday of the Prodigal son is on the third 

Sunday of Great Lent. Whilst the second Sunday of 

Lent symbolises to us that no sin is without 

consequence in showing the punishment the first 

human beings faced in their expulsion from paradise.  

The third Sunday teaches us that God is benevolent 

and will embrace those who repent and turn to him.  

In the parable of the Prodigal son, evangelists point out three important essences in 

the parable which are that; (1) in the eyes of God everyone is equal, (2) God does not 

wish for sinners to be lost but rather God wants them to come to rightfully repent (3) 

and that God’s love for his creation is unending.  As the father embraced his son and 

put on him expensive robe, ring and shoes, made merry for him, so God will receive 

anyone who will turn to Him with repentance. Let’s have the example of Prodigal son 

and turn to God rejoicing in hope that he will forgive and embrace us. 
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Services During the lent  

On Friday 22nd March, the weekly Vigil service took place at St Sarkis Church and Lenten dinner was 

served at Gulbenkian hall hosted by K.Tahta Armenian Community Sunday school teachers. H.E. 

Ambassador Dr Arman Kirakossian and Mrs Suzan Kirakossian were amongst the worshippers at the vigil 

service. 

Every Friday evening during the lent, the Primate and clergy lead prayer service (Friday Vigil) at St. Sarkis 

Church. It is a unique interactive service, during which congregation participates actively not only in singing 

the beautiful hymns (Շարականներ) but also prayers of Confession written by Catholicos Nerces the 

Gracious (XII). 

It is followed by Lenten dinner in the Gulbenkian Hall. Church Service starts at 6:30 pm, Lenten dinner at 

7.30 entrance fee: £5. 

Venue: St. Sarkis Church, Iverna Gardens, W8 6TP. Nearest tube station: High Street Kensington. 

Sunrise Service 

During the Great lent period, there are Sunrise services organised at the small chapel in Arachnortaran 

every Wednesday morning at 10:30 am. Faithful are welcome to join. Venue: Bishop’s House, 27 Haven 

Green, W5 2NZ. Nearest tube station: Ealing Broadway 
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Artistic Wellbeing workshop at Bishop's House 

On Sarurday 16th March for the first time at the Bishop’s 

house Anna Virabyan a young and talented artist led the 

workshop exploring the inner unique way of expression 

through art medium, with charcoal and watercolours.  

 

The participants were able to explore and enjoy the process of 

art to help recognise and connect to their inner emotions and 

to relieve stress and unload anxiety through art techniques.  

Next session is scheduled for Saturday 27th of April. 

 

 

 

 

Children’s club  

Children’s club will meet on Saturday 30th of February. The Children 

attend with their parents and learn Biblical Stories. They also learn 

how to pray before the meal. The children’s club meets fortnightly on 

1st and 3rd Saturday of each month. The next  meeting is on March 

30
th

.  

It is led by Mrs Anna Henden and her assistant Miss Vanuhi 

Petrossian. Pastoral counselling is provided by Rev. Fr. Nshan 

Alaverdyan.  

“Jesus said, "Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of heaven belongs 

to such as these. When he had placed his hands on them, he went on from there." (Mathew 19:14-15) 

 

 

Armenian Crosses 

Crosses for men, women and children are 

available from the Primate’s office. 

Please call 020 8998 9210 or email 

primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk 
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Sunday of Unjust Steward  

STEWARD OR SWINDLER? 

The steward is a figure who comes up in many of Jesus’ parables—a “stock character,” we might say, who 

would have been very recognizable to Christ’s listeners. 

What did stewards do, in the time of Jesus? What made them so interesting to our Lord? 

They were, first of all, servants. But a special kind of servant: They were caretakers, or business managers, 

as we might say today. They were not owners; but the true owner, the master, had given the steward 

responsibility and authority. And to be given such things meant that the steward was in a position of trust. 

Clearly, Jesus saw this special relationship of “stewardship” as symbolic of the greater dynamic between 

God and man. In the deepest sense, we are not the owners of the good things in our lives: our families, our 

healthy bodies, our heritage, our church. To be sure, we are indeed responsible for all these things, and we 
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cannot neglect our responsibility. But our highest responsibility is not really to satisfy ourselves, but to 

please God. 

Jesus’s parable about an unjust steward who was accused of cheating his master (Luke 16:1-17—the reading 

for the third Sunday of Lent) is famous for being difficult to understand. But it gives us some very concrete 

clues about what it means to be a “good steward.” 

Jesus tells us: “He that is faithful in a little, is faithful also in much” (Lk 16:10). He asks: “If you have been 

dishonest with another man’s belongings, who will give you something of your own?” (Lk 16:12). And he 

concludes with the famous saying: “No servant can serve two masters” (Lk 16:13). 

These words of wisdom should be “food for thought” for us, during our journey through Lent. 

But the most important words in the parable come at the very beginning, when the Master asks the Steward: 

“What is this I hear about you? Give me an account of your stewardship!” (Lk 16:2). 

Surely, this is the larger point Jesus was making throughout his teaching on stewardship. God has entrusted 

us with many serious responsibilities. He has given us many beautiful gifts and blessings. But we are called 

to make an account. 

When our Master calls us to do so, will we show ourselves to have been good stewards? Or neglectful ones? 

Why is he called an “unjust” steward?? 

But let’s return for some final thoughts on the parable of the Unjust Steward. As mentioned, it’s difficult to 

understand. Some interpreters strive mightily to make the desperate, swindling steward into an exemplar of 

moral conduct. But these attempts are unpersuasive, given Jesus’ larger themes about what constitutes being 

a “good steward.” 

Perhaps a key to its meaning can be found in an overlooked point in Luke’s account. We learn (Lk 14:14) 

that Jesus was addressing the Pharisees: the religious teaching authorities of Jesus’ time, entrusted with the 

job of telling the people what God wanted from them. But in order to make themselves popular, they had 

“watered down” the message: like the unjust steward, they had “discounted the debt” that man should 

rightfully owe to God. 

Through the parable of the Unjust Steward, Jesus seems to have been warning the Pharisees—and all 

authorities in positions of trust—that while this might make them welcome in the homes of men, eventually 

there would be an accounting—and did they think that God would congratulate them on their shrewdness? 

In this reading, Jesus is being ironic when he says (Lk 16:8), “The lord commended the unjust steward, 

because he had done wisely.” But that mood certainly fits better with the stern lessons about honesty, 

integrity, and the impossibility of serving two masters, which immediately follow the parable. 

Read the passage for yourself. What do you think? 

By Christopher H. Zakian  

https://armenianchurch.us/2019/03/20/sunday-of-the-

steward/?fbclid=IwAR0dGZ3Q7Xt73q7QI5XQsFTCRotkMbHgTHco_ERAig3nqdpmOWMe7Xlolx0) 

 

 

 

http://bit.ly/2Fi4vCZ
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CURRENT PROGRAMMES IN BISHOP’S HOUSE 

 

Diocese of the Armenian Church of United Kingdom and Ireland and His Grace Bishop Hovakim Manukyan, 

Primate, are restarting a series of programmes at the Bishop’s House after the summer break, open to 

everyone – details coming soon.  

 

Armenian Christian Faith Lecture Series  

These lecture series will introduce the faith, theology, liturgy, sacraments and, generally, the spiritual 

heritage of the Armenian Church to the members of the community and wider interested audiences. 

Spiritual Journey through the Bible: «Ուր երկու կամ երեք հոգի հաւաքուած լինեն իմ անունով, 

այնտեղ եմ ես, նրանց մէջ» 

The Primate, is launching a new program of weekly Bible studies (every Wednesday) for the faithful of the 

community, who are in search of deeper understanding of their faith and Christian fellowship. These are not 

academic discussions, but a journey together through the Bible. 

 

Discussion Group Contemporary Social & Ethical Issues 

Curated and led by Dr Hratch Tchilingirian | Discussion of contemporary social and ethical issues, which are 

of concern for young professionals and members of the larger Armenian community. These evening 

gatherings will take place once a month, consisting of a 20-minute presentation on a given topic, followed 

by 50-60 minutes of open discussion. 

 

Հայ Գիրքի Ակումբ 

Արմէն Սարուհանեանի ղեկավարութեամբ | Ամսական հանդիպումներ համայնքի ընթերցասէր 

անդամներուն համար (book club), որոնք կը փափաքին կարդալ եւ միասնաբար քննարկել Հայ 

գրականութեան նմուշներ, Հայ Եկեղեցւոյ ու մշակոյթին առընչուած գործեր եւ այլ հետաքրքրական նիւթեր: 

Armenian Connexions 

Monthly after work informal gatherings for young professionals at the Bishop’s House to network and catch 

up with friends and the latest developments in the Armenian world 

Coffee with the Bishop 

Informal visit and coffee meeting with Bishop Hovakim at the Bishop’s House to catch up on the latest news 

in the community, in Armenia and the Diaspora. 

 

Armenian Children’s Club  

Children can learn about Armenian faith through fun and games, led by Anna Henden.  

All events are held at the “Bishop’s House” | 27 Haven Green | London W5 2NZ (Nearest tube: Ealing 

Broadway) For more information, please contact: Tel 0208 998 9210 | 

primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk 

 

 

 

mailto:primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk
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Services are held in the Armenian Churches in London every Sunday starting at 11:00 am. In Manchester, there is a 

service on the 1
st
 Sunday of the month.  For further details, please contact the parish nearest to you:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other Parishes of our Diocese: 

Dublin - www.armenians.ie 

Birmingham – St. Peter Church, 208 High St, Walsall, WS3 3LA. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Worship Services in the Armenian Churches 

 
Holy Trinity Armenian Church 

229 Upper Brook Street 
Manchester, M13 0FY 

Tel: 0161 273 1074 
www.armenianchurchmanchester.org 

1
st

 SUNDAY OF THE MONTH 
 

 

 
St. Yeghiche Church 
13b Cranley Gardens 

Kensington, London SW7 3BB 
Tel: 020 7373 8133 

www.styeghiche.org.uk 
 

 

 
St. Sarkis Church 
Iverna Gardens 

Kensington, London, W8 6TP 
Tel: 020 7937 0152 

www.stsarkisparish.co.uk 

We invite those who have questions or wish to gain 
deeper understanding of the faith, moral 
discernment, teachings and traditions of the 
Armenian Church to contact the Office of the 
Diocese of the Armenian Church in United Kingdom 
and Ireland: 
 
His Grace Bishop Hovakim Manukyan 
The Primate’s Office 
27 Haven Green,  
London W5 2NZ  
 

Tel: 0208 998 9210 
 
Email: primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk 
 
Registered office address: 

Kemp House 152-160 City Road, London EC1V 2NX  

Website | Facebook  
 

http://www.armenians.ie/
http://www.armenianchurchmanchester.org/
http://www.styeghiche.org.uk/
http://www.stsarkisparish.co.uk/
mailto:primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk
http://armeniandiocese.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/ArmenianChurchofGreatBritian/

