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Remembering the victims of the pogroms and massacres of the 

Armenians in Baku, Sumgait and Marakha in 1988-1990 

 

On Sunday February 

10th, The Primate, 

Bishop Hovakim 

Manukyan, 

celebrated Divine 

Liturgy at St. 

Yeghiche Church in 

London and held a 

special prayer for the 

victims of the 

pogroms and 

massacres of the 

Armenians in Baku, 

Sumgait and 

Marakha in 1988-

1990. 

 

The Primate reflected on the Gospel of John “It is I, do not be afraid” (John 6:20). 

Particularly he said that “God has spoken and has revealed himself to his people many 

times in the Bible either speaking directly or through an angel like in the book of Genesis 

26:24 with Abraham or with Mary in the Gospel of Luke 1:30. However, when we speak 

about Angels we don’t have to think necessarily about the heavenly creatures with shining 

crowns. These can be also ordinary people. The recent history of our people is the prove of 

this fact. In 1988 when our people in Armenia and Artsakh rose against injustice, the evil 

responded with massacres and mass killings pogroms and deportations. However, we did 

not retreat from our noble cause and God did not let us down. He spoke through the 

sacrifice of the countless sons and daughters of our nation saying “It is I do not be afraid” 

and the storms of injustice could not diminish the spirit of our people and we walked with 

Jesus on the lake overcoming all the unpleasant, cruel and even devastating tides of the 

storm. There are still witnesses who encourage us to continue our work for justice. There is 

one way that we can reach our final destination realising our dreams and aspiration, it is to 

follow the example of our ancestors and trust in God.” 

After the liturgy the Council of Republic of Armenia Mss Hayarpi Drmeyan spoke on 

behalf of the Armenian Government and shared her thoughts with the community members 

and Mr. Armand Abramian Chairman of the Armenian Community Council of UK, in his 

speech, encouraged community members to support Armenia and the Armenian Church. 
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Divine Liturgy in Oxford  

On Saturday 9th February primate visited Oxford and celebrated Divine Liturgy at the chapel of Pembroke college on 

the feast of sons and grandsons of St. Gregory the Illuminator. The liturgy at in Oxford is an annual event especially 

organised for the Armenian students who come from various countries for study. It is organised jointly with Oxford 

Armenian Society and Pembroke College as well as department of the Armenian studies in Oxford university. The 

wonderful Armenian choir, 

Oxford Armenian society 

filled the air with the pearls 

of the Armenian divine 

liturgy. Reverend Father 

Gregorious Shokhikhyan, 

Phd student at Notingham 

University and member of 

brotherhood of Holy 

Etchmiadzin and Deacon 

Yervant Kutchukian, Phd 

Student at Oxford (faculty of 

Eastern Christianity) and 

sub-deacon Yourik 

Martyrossyan assisted the 

Primate in celebrating the 

mass. Primate delivered a 

message about the 

importance of the feast and 

missionary work the sons 

and grandsons of St. Gregory 

did in Armenia as well as spoke 

about the need of re-evangelisation of our people. He also thanked Mr and Mrs David & Marina Asatryan for 

organising the liturgy and leading the wonderful Choir, professor Theo vant Lint from Oxford university, without his 

continuous support the event would not have been possible. Pilgrims from London and Swindon joined the local 

congregation and students. At the end of the liturgy there was a reception organised by Oxford Armenian Society. The 

chapel of the Pembroke college is the only Anglican Chapel where we have the icon of holy martyrs of the Armenian 

Genocide. 

 

 

Primate will consecrate Armenian Khachkar at Canterbury 

Cathedral on Saturday 2nd March 
 In Britain, though weighed down itself with the suffering and hardships of the 

First World War, the Archbishop of Canterbury, Randall Davidson, 

championed the Armenian cause and brought this terrible event to international 

attention. In commemoration of the centenary of the Armenian Genocide, the 

Dean & Chapter of Canterbury have been offered a traditional Armenian 

Khachkar or stone cross in remembrance of those who died but also as a 

symbol for the promotion of peace through dialogue and as a visible agent for 

reconciliation. 

 The Khachkar has been carved in Canterbury by Vartan Moskofian, who is of 
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Armenian descent, and John Meardon, the Cathedral’s former Receiver General, from a block of imported Armenian 

tuff stone. It stands nearly 2 meters tall and will be positioned in the Memorial Garden of the Cathedral Precincts. 

There will be a coach leaving from Ealing Broadway (27 Haven Green) 12:00 pm and return to London by 9:00 pm. 

 

Coach tickets £25. 

To reserve your seats please contact Ms Hrachik Sarian on 07930956954 or email:  

primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk 

Due to limited space we recommend early reservation.  

 

 

 

Gala Dinner with Lord Darzi 
 

This is a unique event for the community 

members to come together and listen to 

the wonderful talk of Lord Ara Darzi.  

 

The talented and gifted young ladies 

from Akhtamar Dance group, DJ Fank 

East and Hovik Arakelyan will show 

their talents of singing, dancing and 

entertaining.  

 

Your participation you will help to buy a 

havens for those Armenians who still 

live in cottages in the earthquake region 

of Armenia.  

 

To make this event successful, we are 

seeking support from you by asking you 

to purchase tickets via the links provided 

on the flyer or by contacting the ladies 

listed.   

 

Please Book early, no later than 

February 17
th
 as places are limited.  
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Ongoing programs at Bishop’s House 

There was a Tea and Coffee organised by the Ladies Committee at 

Bishop’s House on Sunday, February 10.  Primate made a presentation on 

the feast of presentation of our Lord and Savour Jesus Christ to the Temple 

covering also the cultural aspect of the feast.   

Armenian Children’s club (Լույս մանկանց) met on Saturday February 

9th. Children along with their 

parents attended to learn about faith, 

culture and spirituality of the 

Armenian church. The sessions are 

led by Mrs Anna Henden assisted by 

Miss Vanouhi Petrosyan. 

Meanwhile, the Primate and Rev. Fr. Nshan Alaverdyan are providers 

of pastoral counselling to the parents.     

Bible study group continues to meet every Wednesday 

uninterruptedly. Primate leads the sessions and participants study 

Gospel of Mark and enjoy informal discussions with clergy.  

 

 

 

Episcopal visits and celebrations in February and March  
 

 

Saturday, March 3
rd

, at 2-3:30 pm - Armenian 

Children’s club
 

  

Wednesday, January 30
th

, February 6
th

, 20
th

, 

7: 30 pm - Spiritual Journey through the Bible  

 

Wednesday, February 13
th

 - Vespers at St. 

Yeghiche Church on the eve of the feast of  

the Tiarnendaraj 

 

Saturday, February 15
th

 - St. Sarkis Church 

on the eve of the feast of St. Sarkis  

 

 Sunday, February 17
th

 - St. Sarkis Church 

 

         Sunday, February 24
th

 - St. Yeghiche Church 
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Saturday, March 3
rd

  - Canterbury, consecration of 

Khachkar  

 

    Sunday, March 3rd – Holy Trinity in Manchester  

 

 

 

Church calendar 

 

February 10- 15
th

  - Fast of the Catechumens (Առաջավորաց Պահք)-  

 

February 13
th

 - Eve of feast of Presentation of our Lord and Saviour to the Temple 

(Տեառընդառաջ նախատօնակ)  

 

 

February 16
th

 -  (Liturgy is on the 17th) - Feast of St. Sarkis  

 

February 28
th

 - Feast of St. Vartan and 1036 warriors  

 

March 3
rd

 - Eve of Great Lent  

 

March 4
th

 -   Beginning of Great lent  

 

April 14
th

 - Palm Sunday  

 

April 21
st
 - Easter Sunday  

 

 

Please read more about the fasting period, special prayers and feasts in the Armenian 

Church website http://armeniandiocese.org.uk/our-faith/worship-and-prayer/fasts-and-

feasts/ 

 
 

 

http://armeniandiocese.org.uk/our-faith/worship-and-prayer/fasts-and-feasts/
http://armeniandiocese.org.uk/our-faith/worship-and-prayer/fasts-and-feasts/
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CURRENT PROGRAMMES IN BISHOP’S HOUSE 

 

Diocese of the Armenian Church of United Kingdom and Ireland and His Grace Bishop Hovakim Manukyan, 

Primate, are restarting a series of programmes at the Bishop’s House after the summer break, open to 

everyone – details coming soon.  

 

Armenian Christian Faith Lecture Series  

These lecture series will introduce the faith, theology, liturgy, sacraments and, generally, the spiritual 

heritage of the Armenian Church to the members of the community and wider interested audiences. 

Spiritual Journey through the Bible: «Ուր երկու կամ երեք հոգի հաւաքուած լինեն իմ անունով, 

այնտեղ եմ ես, նրանց մէջ» 

The Primate, is launching a new program of weekly Bible studies (every Wednesday) for the faithful of the 

community, who are in search of deeper understanding of their faith and Christian fellowship. These are not 

academic discussions, but a journey together through the Bible. 

 

Discussion Group Contemporary Social & Ethical Issues 

Curated and led by Dr Hratch Tchilingirian | Discussion of contemporary social and ethical issues, which are 

of concern for young professionals and members of the larger Armenian community. These evening 

gatherings will take place once a month, consisting of a 20-minute presentation on a given topic, followed 

by 50-60 minutes of open discussion. 

 

Հայ Գիրքի Ակումբ 

Արմէն Սարուհանեանի ղեկավարութեամբ | Ամսական հանդիպումներ համայնքի ընթերցասէր 

անդամներուն համար (book club), որոնք կը փափաքին կարդալ եւ միասնաբար քննարկել Հայ 

գրականութեան նմուշներ, Հայ Եկեղեցւոյ ու մշակոյթին առընչուած գործեր եւ այլ հետաքրքրական նիւթեր: 

Armenian Connexions 

Monthly after work informal gatherings for young professionals at the Bishop’s House to network and catch 

up with friends and the latest developments in the Armenian world 

Coffee with the Bishop 

Informal visit and coffee meeting with Bishop Hovakim at the Bishop’s House to catch up on the latest news 

in the community, in Armenia and the Diaspora. 

 

Armenian Children’s Club  

Children can learn about Armenian faith through fun and games, led by Anna Henden.  

All events are held at the “Bishop’s House” | 27 Haven Green | London W5 2NZ (Nearest tube: Ealing 

Broadway) For more information, please contact: Tel 0208 998 9210 | 

primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk 

 

 

 

mailto:primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk
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The Armenian Church News publishes announcements of any Armenian 

organisation as it is an inclusive channel of communication.  

 

The objectives of CAN are to inform the wider publish and its constituency 

members about: 

 

 Activities of the Primate 

 Organisations under the auspices of the Primate: ACT UK, ACYF, Ladies 

Committee  

 Worldwide Armenian Church 

 Parishes 

 Upcoming events in the community  

 

The announcements about the community events (up to 150 words) are published 

upon the request of a particular organisation.  

 

ACN do not raise funds on behalf of any other organisation except for Armenian Church (ACT UK, ACYF, 

Primate’s Office, Ladies Committee, St. Yeghiche, St. Sarkis, Holy Trinity, Dublin, Birmingham).  

 

Editorial: 

The main objective of the diocesan e-newsletter is to serve and reach out to Armenians throughout the United 

Kingdom and Ireland. The community members and organisations are welcome to send their announcements for the e-

newsletter, including information not only about public events but also about important family events such as 

christening, matrimony or passing away.   

*** 

Disclaimer: considering that there are many names in the coverage of events, it is possible that some of them are misspelled or incorrect. 

We apologise in advance for any misspelling.  
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Services are held in the Armenian Churches in London every Sunday starting at 11:00 am. In Manchester, there is a 

service on the 1
st
 Sunday of the month.  For further details, please contact the parish nearest to you:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other Parishes of our Diocese: 

Dublin - www.armenians.ie 

Birmingham – St. Peter Church, 208 High St, Walsall, WS3 3LA. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Worship Services in the Armenian Churches 

 
Holy Trinity Armenian Church 

229 Upper Brook Street 
Manchester, M13 0FY 

Tel: 0161 273 1074 
www.armenianchurchmanchester.org 

1
st

 SUNDAY OF THE MONTH 
 

 

 
St. Yeghiche Church 
13b Cranley Gardens 

Kensington, London SW7 3BB 
Tel: 020 7373 8133 

www.styeghiche.org.uk 
 

 

 
St. Sarkis Church 
Iverna Gardens 

Kensington, London, W8 6TP 
Tel: 020 7937 0152 

www.stsarkisparish.co.uk 

We invite those who have questions or wish to gain 
deeper understanding of the faith, moral 
discernment, teachings and traditions of the 
Armenian Church to contact the Office of the 
Diocese of the Armenian Church in United Kingdom 
and Ireland: 
 
His Grace Bishop Hovakim Manukyan 
The Primate’s Office 
27 Haven Green,  
London W5 2NZ  
 

Tel: 0208 998 9210 
 
Email: primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk 
 
Registered office address: 

Kemp House 152-160 City Road, London EC1V 2NX  

Website | Facebook  
 

http://www.armenians.ie/
http://www.armenianchurchmanchester.org/
http://www.styeghiche.org.uk/
http://www.stsarkisparish.co.uk/
mailto:primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk
http://armeniandiocese.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/ArmenianChurchofGreatBritian/

