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Christ is Born and Revealed among us!  

 

Dear faithful, beloved sisters and brothers in Christ,  

 

On the joyous feast of Nativity and Theophany of our Lord and 

Saviour Jesus Christ, I congratulate you and your loved ones. 

Today is a great day to praise the Lord who became one of us in the 

cave of Bethlehem. 

Let us greet each other with good news of Jesus’s birth. 

“Christ is born and revealed among us, good tidings to all of us” 

Քրիստոս ծնաւ եւ յայտնեցաւ, Ձեզ եւ Մեզ մեծ աւետիս. 
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Please watch new year and Christmas greetings of the Primate on our YouTube 

channel https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8hCi_PqrqCc 

 

From the Canon of Theophany 

Armenian Hymnal 
 

“Great and wondrous Mystery which was revealed today. 

The shepherds sing with the angels. 

They give good news to the world. 

A new king was born in the city of Bethlehem. 

Children of mankind, give praise! Because for our sake, he assumed a 

body. 

The One who exceeds heaven and earth was wrapped in swaddling clothes. 

Without ever departing from the Father, in the holy cave he reclined. 

Today heaven on high rejoices at the jubilant good news, and all creatures have been clothed in 

salvation. 

Today, presented to the cave was Christ, the Son of God. 

And a multitude of fiery angels descended from heaven to earth. 

Today the shepherds beheld 

And with the angels they sang, the Sun of righteousness. 

And with the angels they sang, "Glory in the highest 

You came from the Father 

to shine line on us creatures. 

O Sun of righteousness, 

Glory to you! 

Lord” 

 

 

Blessings of the waters  
 

Tomorrow on Sunday, 6th January 2019 the Primate  will celebrate the liturgy on the occasion of the feast of 

Nativity and Theophany of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. The Liturgy will commence at 11:00 am. At 

the end of the liturgy, he will conduct the rite of blessings of the waters. 

 

The Water Blessing service will be performed on 

Sunday, January 6th after the Eucharist. The celebrant, 

holding a Cross and the Holy Gospel and the Holy Myron, 

accompanied by the altar servers and the godfather of the 

Cross, proceeds to the cauldron of water which has been 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8hCi_PqrqCc
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placed on the bema of the church, singing the hymn “Light of Light”. After singing this hymn, the celebrant 

pours the water crosswise from a pitcher into the cauldron by reciting the Psalm 29, followed by the 

Scriptural Readings (Isaiah 12: 3-6; Joshua 3:14-17; Exodus 15:22-27; 2 Kings 2: 19-22; Ezekiel 47: 1-12; 1 

Corinthians 10: 1-4; Matthew 3: 1-17). The readings are followed by the litanies proclaimed by the deacons 

over the waters. These litanies are written by Medieval Armenian Doctor Hovhannes Pluz Yerznkaci. After 

the proclamation of the deacon the celebrant says the prayer of St. Basil of Caesarea over the water. The 

prayer shows that the supplication is addressed to God the Father, the first Person of the Holy Trinity, “who 

is strong and does works of wonder.” The author of this long prayer tells the story of the creation, how God 

made heaven and earth and everything out of nothing.  And then the author continues on by remembering 

the fall of man and the first sin ever committed against God. Although God closed the doors of the Paradise 

in front of men, He did not forsake us, for at the end of the time, He sent His Only- Begotten Son to find the 

lost sheep and to reopen the gates of the Kingdom. Through His Incarnation, the Son of God became man, 

without sin, to restore the fallen nature of the human being and to return us where we belonged to be. 

He came and He called everyone to come back from darkness to light, from death to life. After this long and 

beautiful prayer, the choir sings the hymn “OvZarmanali” (O wonderful mystery), composed by Catholicos 

Gregory III Pahlavuni (1113-1166) in the twelve century. After this hymn the celebrant immerses the Holy 

Cross (symbolizing our Lord Jesus Christ) into the cauldron of water, and taking the silver dove-like 

container filled with Holy Myron, he blesses the water three times. After blessing the water, the celebrant 

takes the Holy Cross out from the water226 and gives it to the Godfather of the Cross to hold. Then the 

celebrant pours out the Holy Myron from the beak of the dove while singing the hymn of the Holy Spirit. 

The service concludes with a benediction, blessing the faithful with the silver dove while bidding the Grace 

of the Holy Spirit upon everyone. After the service, the faithful come forward to receive portions of the 

Blessed Water and by kissing the Holy Cross, which the Godfather holds for them. They take the blessed 

water home for the many blessings, which it bestows. Some people drink it, some people pour it upon their 

sores, some people mix it into the preparation of bread and food, and some people sprinkle it upon their 

hearth and garden. 

The Water Blessing service emphasizes the 

importance of the water for the human life and show that 

the beginning of the salvation of the humankind takes place 

by and through the water baptism. As the physical life starts 

in and through the water, in the mother’s womb, likewise, 

the spiritual rebirth takes place in and through the water in 

the baptismal font as a spiritual womb of the Church. The 

source of our salvation is Jesus Christ, our Lord, who was 

the Rock in the wilderness from which the life-giving water 

flowed to save His people. And on this very day, the Lord 

performed great things for us by establishing the baptismal 

service through His own Baptism. He was in the Jordan 

River when His people were crossing the waters to enter the 

Promised Land. He is also present at each baptismal service 

to lead His newly-born children to the Promised Land. The readings of the Water Blessing service connect 

our own baptism with the Baptism of our Lord Jesus Christ. Each year by celebrating Jesus’ Baptism, we are 

renewing our own baptism, by reflecting and meditating about the salvific work of our Saviour. God once 
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more manifests Himself, opens Himself to us, through the loving act of His Incarnation and Baptism. In 

order to receive Him, it is important to have the internal and spiritual will, to feel Him within us. 

 

New Year Day at the Armenian Churches in London 

 
 

 

 

Upcoming events 

 

Please join the Armenian Children’s club, which will resume on Saturday, January 12th at 2-

3:30 pm Bishop’s House, 27 Haven Green, W5 2NZ . 

 

Spiritual Journey through the Bible will resume its meetings from January 10th, 7: 30 

pm. Very Reverend Father Gregoris Shokhikyan, PhD student in the UK, 

will speak  about the Nativity story according to the Gospel of Luke. 

  

Tea and Coffee with the Bishop will resume on January 19th at 12:00 pm at the Bishop’s 

House. 

  

The Armenian Book club will take place on January 25th at 7:30 pm at the Bishop’s House. 
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Armenian Divine Liturgy at Guilford Cathedral 
 

In collaboration between local and Armenian communities 

in Surrey, Sussex, Hampshire and London, and Guildford 

Cathedral, we will be celebrating a Divine Armenian 

Liturgy.  This unique event will take place on the eve of 

Lent and the Feast of the Second Ecumenical Council of 

Constantinople, on the following date. 

 

Saturday 2nd March 2019 from 2pm till 4.30pm, at 

Guildford Cathedral 

 

Armenian cultural events will follow the service. Guests 

from any denomination, faith, or none at all are very welcome. This event is a special opportunity for cultural 

exchange and to celebrate the unique heritage of the Armenian Church. 

There will be complimentary refreshments after the service with a buffet of Armenian delicacies, as well as some 

other surprises. There is ample free parking at the Cathedral. We would be delighted if you can join us.  

 

Please RSVP to: Ms Hrachik Sarian: Email:  primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk 

 

Mrs Irma Ozsivadjian: Email:  Irma.nasip@yahoo.com 

 

 

 

CURRENT PROGRAMMES IN BISHOP’S HOUSE 

Diocese of the Armenian Church of United Kingdom and Ireland and His Grace Bishop 

Hovakim Manukyan, Primate, are restarting a series of programmes at the Bishop’s House 

after the summer break, open to everyone – details coming soon.  

 

Armenian Christian Faith Lecture Series  

These lecture series will introduce the faith, theology, liturgy, sacraments and, generally, the 

spiritual heritage of the Armenian Church to the members of the community and wider 

interested audiences. 

Spiritual Journey through the Bible: «Ուր երկու կամ երեք հոգի հաւաքուած լինեն իմ 

անունով, այնտեղ եմ ես, նրանց մէջ» 

The Primate, is launching a new program of weekly Bible studies (every Wednesday) for the 

faithful of the community, who are in search of deeper understanding of their faith and 

mailto:primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk
mailto:Irma.nasip@yahoo.com
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Christian fellowship. These are not academic discussions, but a journey together through the 

Bible. 

 

Discussion Group Contemporary Social & Ethical Issues 

Curated and led by Dr Hratch Tchilingirian | Discussion of contemporary social and ethical 

issues, which are of concern for young professionals and members of the larger Armenian 

community. These evening gatherings will take place once a month, consisting of a 20-

minute presentation on a given topic, followed by 50-60 minutes of open discussion. 

 

Հայ Գիրքի Ակումբ 

Արմէն Սարուհանեանի ղեկավարութեամբ | Ամսական հանդիպումներ համայնքի 

ընթերցասէր անդամներուն համար (book club), որոնք կը փափաքին կարդալ եւ 

միասնաբար քննարկել Հայ գրականութեան նմուշներ, Հայ Եկեղեցւոյ ու մշակոյթին 

առընչուած գործեր եւ այլ հետաքրքրական նիւթեր: 

Armenian Connexions 

Monthly after work informal gatherings for young professionals at the Bishop’s House to 

network and catch up with friends and the latest developments in the Armenian world 

Coffee with the Bishop 

Informal visit and coffee meeting with Bishop Hovakim at the Bishop’s House to catch up on 

the latest news in the community, in Armenia and the Diaspora. 

 

Armenian Children’s Club  

Children can learn about Armenian faith through fun and games, led by Anna Henden.  

All events are held at the “Bishop’s House” | 27 Haven Green | London W5 2NZ 

(Nearest tube: Ealing Broadway) 

For more information, please contact: Tel 0208 998 9210 | 

primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk 

mailto:primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk


Armenian Church News 

 

7 
 

 



Armenian Church News 

 

8 
 

The Armenian Church News publishes announcements of any Armenian 

organisation as it is an inclusive channel of communication.  

 

The objectives of CAN are to inform the wider publish and its constituency members 

about: 

 

 Activities of the Primate 

 Organisations under the auspices of the Primate: ACT UK, ACYF, Ladies 

Committee  

 Worldwide Armenian Church 

 Parishes 

 Upcoming events in the community  

 

The announcements about the community events (up to 150 words) are published upon 

the request of 

 a particular organisation.  

 

ACN do not raise funds on behalf of any other organisation except for Armenian Church (ACT UK, ACYF, 

Primate’s Office, Ladies Committee, St. Yeghiche, St. Sarkis, Holy Trinity, Dublin, Birmingham).  

 

Editorial: 

The main objective of the diocesan e-newsletter is to serve and reach out to Armenians throughout the United 

Kingdom and Ireland. The community members and organisations are welcome to send their announcements for the e-

newsletter, including information not only about public events but also about important family events such as 

christening, matrimony or passing away.   

*** 

Disclaimer: considering that there are many names in the coverage of events, it is possible that some of them are misspelled or incorrect. 

We apologise in advance for any misspelling.  
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Services are held in the Armenian Churches in London every Sunday starting at 11:00 am. In Manchester, there is a 

service on the 1
st
 Sunday of the month.  For further details, please contact the parish nearest to you:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other Parishes of our Diocese: 

Dublin - www.armenians.ie 

Birmingham – St. Peter Church, 208 High St, Walsall, WS3 3LA. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Worship Services in the Armenian Churches 

 
Holy Trinity Armenian Church 

229 Upper Brook Street 
Manchester, M13 0FY 

Tel: 0161 273 1074 
www.armenianchurchmanchester.org 

1
st

 SUNDAY OF THE MONTH 
 

 

 
St. Yeghiche Church 
13b Cranley Gardens 

Kensington, London SW7 3BB 
Tel: 020 7373 8133 

www.styeghiche.org.uk 
 

 

 
St. Sarkis Church 
Iverna Gardens 

Kensington, London, W8 6TP 
Tel: 020 7937 0152 

www.stsarkisparish.co.uk 

We invite those who have questions or wish to gain 
deeper understanding of the faith, moral 
discernment, teachings and traditions of the 
Armenian Church to contact the Office of the 
Diocese of the Armenian Church in United Kingdom 
and Ireland: 
 
His Grace Bishop Hovakim Manukyan 
The Primate’s Office 
27 Haven Green,  
London W5 2NZ  
 

Tel: 0208 998 9210 
 
Email: primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk 
 
Registered office address: 

Kemp House 152-160 City Road, London EC1V 2NX  

Website | Facebook  
 

http://www.armenians.ie/
http://www.armenianchurchmanchester.org/
http://www.styeghiche.org.uk/
http://www.stsarkisparish.co.uk/
mailto:primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk
http://armeniandiocese.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/ArmenianChurchofGreatBritian/

