
հանեանի ղեկավարութեամբ. Համայնքի 
ընթերցասէր   անդամներուն   համար,  որոնք 
կը փափաքին կարդալ եւ միասնաբար 
քննարկել Հայ գրականութեան նմուշներ, 
Հայ Եկեղեցւոյ ու մշակոյթին առընչուած 
գործեր  եւ  այլ  հետաքրքրական  նիւթեր.

Discussion Group Contemporary 
Social & Ethical Issues

Curated and led by Dr. Hratch Tchil-
ingirian. Discussion of contemporary 
social and ethical issues, which are 
of concern for young professionals 
and members of the wider Armenian 
community. These evening gather-
ings will take place once a month, 
consisting of a 20-minute presenta-
tion on a given topic, followed by 50-
60 minutes of open discussion. 

Armenian Book Club
Հայ Գիրքի Ակումբ Արմէն Սարու-

Armenian ConneXtions
Monthly informal evening gather-
ings for young professionals at the 
Bishop’s House to network, catch 
up with friends and discuss the lat-
est developments in the Armenian 
world, or a presentation by a guest 
speaker and followed by an open 
discussion.

Coffee with the Bishop
Informal visit and coffee meeting 
with Bishop Hovakim at the Bishop’s 
House to catch up on the latest news 
in the community, in Armenia and 
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understanding of their faith and 
Christian fellowship. These are not 
academic discussions, but a journey 
together through the Bible and peo-
ple from all ages and walks of life are 
welcome.

Armenian Christian Faith 
Lecture Series

These lectures introduce the faith, 
theology, liturgy, sacraments and, 
generally speaking, the spiritual 
heritage of the Armenian Church to 
members of the community and wid-
er interested audiences. 

Spiritual Journey through 
the Bible

The Primate is launching a new pro-
gram of weekly Bible studies (every 
Wednesday) for the faithful of the com-
munity, who are in search of deeper 

Programmes at the Bishop’s House

the Diaspora.

Armenian Children’s Club
Children learn about Armenian faith 
through fun and games, led by Anna 
Henden.
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Following the move of my residence 
and office to Ealing, I have estab-
lished a number of new programmes 
which we continue with enthusiasm. 
The community remains content as 
demonstrated by the consistent at-
tendance to all programmes held by 
the Primate’s Office. In particular, un-
der the Programme ‘Armenian Con-
nexions’, we were able to host Bar-
oness Cox and celebrate the 110th 
anniversary of the Armenian newspa-
per ‘Jamanak’, which is published in Is-
tanbul and hosted similar events. The 
programme that I am most proud of is 
the Armenian Children’s club that runs 
on a fortnightly basis. I am thankful to 
all the volunteers who have helped 
me with these programmes and espe-
cially Mrs Anna Henden, who runs the 
Children’s club. I can conclude that we 
have seen positive feedback from all 
of the mentioned programmes, there-
fore, I will continue to oversee them 
and implement new programmes at 
the Bishop’s house.

Parishes: It’s within the responsibil-
ities of the canons of the Armenian 
Church and the Bishop, as an over-
seer, to visit the congregation within 
his Diocese at least once every three 
months. I have been able to make 
frequent visits to all of our congre-
gations and specially Mission Par-
ishes. We are currently planning to 
visit to celebrate mass at Guildford 
Cathedral which is a new initiative in 
cooperation with local Armenians. I 
am thankful for the Chairs of our Par-
ishes and Parish Council members 
and Church trustees in Manchester, 

Dublin, Birmingham, London (St 
Yeghiche Church and St Sarkis 
Church) as well as the represent-
atives of Armenians in Oxford and 
Guildford.

ASF: The biggest event that we have 
organised so far as a community is 
the Armenian Street Festival, which 
was held at a new venue this year. 
Our hopes and expectations were far 
greater than for previous years. The 
turnover and attendance were the 
highest recorded yet. We have con-
sidered all feedback from this event 
and I would like to thank Mr Bedros 
Aslanyan, who led the team of vol-
unteers. I am also thankful to my 
assistant and executive committee 
member, Ms Hrachik Sarian whose 
love for the ASF and our community 
has enabled her to take leadership 
of the committee for future ASFs. 
This is an event that brings people 
together and is very much enjoyed 
by our community.

A Year of Active Participation and Successful Project

Jesus said: 
“ Truly I tell you that if two 
of you on earth agree about 
anything they ask for, it will be 
done for them by my Father in 
heaven. For where two or three 
gather in my name, there am I 
with them. ” 
(Matthew 18:19-20)
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Youth: I am sure you can all agree 
that the Church has to invest in the 
youth. Although in our present day 
it is extremely difficult to engage 
the youth in church activities, we 
have had some success in network-
ing and collaborating with young 
people, and this is thanks to certain 
committed individuals. This sum-
mer, we visited Armenia to attend 
the ACYO international meeting. 
The core idea was to inspire youths 
with innovative ideas so they can 
continue their work locally. We had 
two youth representatives from 
Dublin, Manchester and London. 
The London based representatives 
have been implementing their ide-
as enthusiastically and creative-
ly to engage the community. As a 
result, a boat party that gathered 
around 180 young individuals who 
prayed, danced, enjoyed their time 
and got acquainted with one oth-
er was successfully held by our 
ACYO team. Our new executive 
youth group based in London has 
7 active members and they have a 
wide reaching network. They also 
travelled to Moscow and attended 
the ACYO Europe meeting. At the 

same time we are preparing for 
the ACYO International meeting 
in July, 2019 in Artsakh/Karabakh. 
I will continue to encourage them 
to introduce ACYO and the church 
to more youths who wish to be en-
gaged with our activities.

Ecumenism: Furthermore, I have 
continued my international ecu-
menical involvement.  In July of 
this year, I attended the summit 
of the religious leader at the Vati-
can to discuss questions related to 
the Middle East. The meeting was 
hosted by Pope Frances, and it was 
my very first experience of attend-
ing such a high-level international 
ecumenical meeting representing 
the Catholicos of all Armenians. I 
also attended the CEC general as-
sembly of Novisad, Serbia and was 
elected as a member of the gov-
erning board of the Conference of 
European Churches (based in Brus-
sels) for the duration of 7 years as 
a representative of Mother See of 
Holy Etchmiadzin. I was also ap-
pointed to the Commission of Ed-
ucation and Ecumenical Formation 
of the Worlds Council of Churches 
based in Geneva.
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Locally, I continue to work with the 
Church of England, the Catholic Church 
and other denominations in the UK. 
Apart from our usual dialogue in pas-
toral and theological issues, we intend 
to continue implementing a number of 
projects. For example, I visited Armenia 
along with the Bishop of Southwark. We 
took with us 26 pilgrims from different 
denominations. These pilgrims will vis-
it the Armenian Church in London on 
February 13th, 2019 for the eve of the 
Feast of Presentation. I also attended 
Westminster Abbey with other Church 
dignitaries, the royal family and mem-
bers of the UK government for the Re-
membrance Sunday Commemoration 
service. Such a service will happen on 
December 4th for all the persecuted 
Christians in the Middle East. We live in 
a multicultural society and ecumenical 
dialogue should be part of our lives. We 
must always strive to continue this part 
of our work as an international institu-
tion.

Office: My Office staff consists of Krik-
our Sabounjian (Bookkeeper) and Hra-
chik Sarian (PA).  We have recently been 
able to enrich our database through the 
help of volunteers and managed to up-
date our website and continue to pub-
lish our weekly e-newsletter, maintain 
our Facebook pages, Twitter and You-

weekly e-newsletter, maintain our Face-
book pages, Twitter and YouTube chan-
nel to reach out to as many Armenians in 
our jurisdiction.

Clergy: Our Parishes in London have 
full time Clergy who have helped me 
with Pastoral work in our community. 
I am thankful to Fr Nerses Nersessian, 
Fr Shnork Baghdassarian, Fr Nshan 
Alaverdyan and all Deacons and Choir 
members for their hard work.

Community: Together with our com-
munity, I continue to develop a good 
working relationship with all Armenian 
organisations. The church is an inclusive 
community and all are members of my 
Church. At a recent successful event, 
we celebrated the 40th anniversary of 
the Kevork Tahta Community Sunday 
School, where three committed staff 
members were awarded with the bless-
ing encyclical of His Holiness KAREKIN II. 

ACT UK: It is the main sponsor of Ara-
jnordaran and I thank all of the ACT UK 
trustees, Mr Hovnan Hamparstoumian, 
Mrs Ayda Lundon, Mr Alan Simonian and 
Mr Viken Haladjian. I would like to also 
thank Mr Ara Couligian, Chairperson of 
the Wardens of Holy Trinity Church 
in Manchester for his continuous co-
operation and support. I would like to 
thank Dr Hratch Tchilingirian for con-

ceiving and developing programmes for 
our Diocese. Special thanks to Mr Kegh-
vart Vartanian for his invaluable help 
and involvement in our projects. Thank 
you all for your cooperation. A special 
acknowledgement should be made to 
staff members lead by Ms Hrachik Sari-
an, the Ladies Committee led by Mrs Jea-
nine Gulvanesean and all the volunteers 
without whom these activities may not 
have been possible. 
Please do not hesitate to contact me 
should you have any pastoral related 
questions.

Bishop’s House
27 Haven Green

Ealing, London, UK
W5 2NZ

Tel: 020 8998 9210
Email: primatesoffice@
armeniandiocese.org.uk

www.armeniandiocese.org.uk

I would like to thank our benefactors, 
supporters and donors: Mr & Mrs Raffi 
Tanelian and family, Mr & Mrs Didizian, 
Mr & Mrs Vatche Manoukian, Lord & Lady 
Darzi, Mr & Mrs Vatche Kalaidjian, Mr & 
Mrs Hrant Margosssian, Mr & Mrs Shahe 
Gulian and many many more. I am par-
ticularly thankful to AGBU London Trust 
for their continuous support of the Ar-
menian Street Festival. I would like to 
add that without the generosity of these 
individuals and organisation, we could 
not have continued with our projects.


