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MOTHER’S DAY CELEBRATIONS AT BISHOP’S 

HOUSE 
 

 
 

We are pleased to announce that the Primate's office and residence has now moved to 

Ealing. The new move to this much Armenian concentrated suburb promises to bring new 

ventures and realise Bishop Hovakim Manukyan's mission for the whole of our community at 

large.  

 

Shortly after his move two weeks ago, Bishop Hovakim Manukyan warmly welcomed ACT UK 

members, parish members and Primate's committee members to Primate's office and 

residence on Mother’s Day. 

 

Bishop Manukyan would be delighted to welcome all faithful members of our community to 

visit Primate's new office and residence. Further gatherings of coffee mornings and drinks 

will be announced accordingly.  
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ECUMENICAL MEETINGS 
 

BI-ANNUAL MEETING OF BISHOPS OF WEST LONDON  

Bi-annual meeting of bishops of West London took place 

on 14 March 2018 at the residence of Bishop of 

Kensingon.  

“Good meeting and fellowship with brothers, bishops in 

North West London of Armenian, Syriac, Roman Catholic 

Westminster and The Church of England in London 

Churches.  

Caught up on news of our communities and discussed 

wider pastoral issues affecting them”, said His Grace 

Bishop Hovakim Manukyan after the productive meeting 

and lunch.  

 

 

CATHOLIC-ORIENTAL ORTHODOX REGIONAL FORUM 

His Grace Hovakim Manukyan and Father Shnork Bagdassarian participated in Catholic-Oriental Orthodox Regional 

Forum, which took place on 20 March. Main topics of discussions this time were Youth Ministry and vocation, where 

everyone exchanged ideas and learned from each other.  
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SPIRITUALITY – HOLY WEEK CELEBRATIONS 
 

 PALM SUNDAY  
 
On 25th March, at 11:00am in the Armenian 
Churches of London and in Manchester there will 
be Divine Liturgies celebrating Palm Sunday 
(Ծաղկազարդ). Palm Sunday marks Christ's 
triumphant entry into Jerusalem. When Jesus 
entered Jerusalem “they took palm branches and 
went out to meet him, shouting, “Hosanna!” 
“Blessed is he who comes in the name of the 
Lord!” Blessed is the King of Israel!” (John 12:13). 

Palm Sunday is referred to as Advent, in reference 
to Christ's coming as the Messiah to Jerusalem and 
to His Passion. For that reason, it is connected with 
Christ's Second or Final Coming and is celebrated 
in the Armenian Church in the evening with the 

special "Opening of the Doors" (Դռնբացէք) ritual; a foreshadowing of the Second Coming of Christ, the End of Days 
and the Last Judgment. 

On Palm Sunday in the Armenian Churches, there is also a special service of blessing for the children. The Lord Jesus 
Christ said “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the Kingdom of God belongs to such as 
these. Truly I tell you, anyone, who will not receive the Kingdom of God like a little child will never enter it.” (Mark 
10.13-16). 

Both rites will be celebrated immediately after the Divine Liturgy. 

 
HOLY WEEK CELEBRATIONS 

 
The week following Palm Sunday is known as Holy Week and each day of that week, Monday to Saturday, is called 
‘Holy’ because each day of this week symbolises events that took place after our Lord and saviour Jesus Christ 
entered Jerusalem. The events end with the celebration of the glorious Resurrection. The readings from the Holy 
Gospels describe that period from Jesus' entry into Jerusalem until the fulfilment of the divine plan of salvation. The 
lections from the Old Testament read during this period and the hymns remind us of the need for salvation. 
 
During this week, as during Great Lent, the faithful are invited to continue their fasting and ardent prayers. Holy 
Monday is in remembrance of Creation day, cursing the fig tree and cleansing of the Temple of Jerusalem. It reminds 
us to preserve and care for our creation. 
 
Holy Tuesday is in Remembrance Day of the 10 wise virgins. As wise virgins we have to be attentive and have to keep 
the torches of faith lit as we do not know when the groom will come at the end of times. 
 
Holy Wednesday symbolises the anointing of Jesus and betrayal by Judas. It was on this day that a women anointed 
Jesus with expensive oil at Simeon the Lepers’ house in Bethania, predicting Jesus’ death. It was here when Judas 
made his decision to betray Jesus. Holy Thursday symbolises the Last Supper and the establishment of the  
sacrament of Eucharist or Holy Communion. The faithful prepare themselves through penance and by receiving 
absolution and receive Holy Communion. 
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On Holy Thursday the ritual of the Washing of the Feet 
(Ոտնլվա) is celebrated in the Churches.  The ritual is based 
on the accounts of the Gospel of John (13:1-17). The washing 
of feet was a gesture of hospitality 
normally performed by a household slave, not the presiding 
host. Jesus thus shows himself a model of humility (1 Tim 
5:10) and, at the same time, gives a preview of the historic 
service he will render when he accepts the humiliation of the 
cross (Mk 10:45, Phil 2:5-8). 
 
The ritual is practiced in every Church. In the Armenian 
Church originally it was practiced in more simple fashion. The 
priest would wash and bless with oil the feet of all the faithful 
in the vestibule (narthex) of the church. Later, this 
ritual became more elaborate enriched with special hymns 
and is performed on the altar. Though there is not a fixed 
number, the clergymen usually wash the feet of 12 people. 
 
 

 
Holy Friday symbolises Jesus’s Betrayal, Crucifixion and 
Burial. During the services the Gospel readings describe 
the last hours of Jesus’s earthly life; betrayal, arrest, 
denial of Peter, trial of Pontus Pilate, the decision of 
death, sufferings, agony, crucifixion on Golgotha, 
eclipse, death and burial. No liturgy is celebrated on 
Holy Friday.  
 
The services are divided into three parts. To remember 
these events, the Church has services on Thursday 
evening, Friday afternoon and Friday evening. The 
Evening Service (Խավարման գիշեր) is performed in 
remembrance of Christ's betrayal and suffering. It is 
called Passion Evening. Jesus was arrested by the 
Temple guards of the Sanhedrin in the Garden of 
Gethsemane, immediately after the kiss of Judas, which 
is traditionally said to have been an act of betrayal. The 
arrest led immediately to his trial before the Sanhedrin, 
during which they condemned him to death. 
 
The Burial Service symbolises the burial of Jesus Christ. 
It is conducted on Friday evening. It can also be 
considered as the Rite of the Descent from the Cross. 
The Trisagion (Սուրբ Աստված) is sung on bended 
knees and is traditionally dedicated to Joseph of 
Arimathea, who, according to tradition, sang it as 
Christ's body was taken down from the Cross. The 

symbolical coffin is decorated with followers and there is a procession around the Church. During the procession 
passages from Gospel are read. 
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Holy Saturday is dedicated to the Saviour’s burial and the sealing of the tomb. The Divine Liturgy is celebrated at the 
end of the day. "Now after the sabbath, toward the dawn of the first day of the week" (Matt. 28:1). For that reason it 
is called Ճրագալույց (Candlemass), because it was at that time that n all homes every lamp was lit to signify the 
beginning of a new day. 
 
During this liturgy Christians around the world exchange the Easter greeting: Christ is risen from the dead! Blessed is 
the resurrection of Christ! (Քրիստոս յարեաւ ի մեռելոց, օրհնեալ է յարութիւնն Քրիստոսի․) 
 
Easter Sunday The Easter is the greatest Christian feast. During the Easter Sunday Christians all over the world 
celebrate the glorious Resurrection of Lord Jesus Christ, His victory over the death. Again exchanging the Easter 
greeting: Christ is risen from the dead! Blessed is the resurrection of Christ! (Քրիստոս յարեաւ ի մեռելոց, 
օրհնեալ է յարութիւնն Քրիստոսի) 
 
Easter Sunday is followed by a period of 40 days, during which time there are no saints' days or fasting days. This 
period is dedicated to the glory of Christ's Resurrection and to the 40 days He spent on earth after His Resurrection. 
The 40th day after the Resurrection is Ascension Day, commemorating our Lord's entry into heaven. 
 
Practical information 
Please see the timetable of services in the ‘Upcoming Events’ section. The services will be held both in St. Sarkis and 
St. Yeghiche as well as in Holy Trinity, Manchester. The faithful end fasting by partaking in Holy Communion on 
Saturday  Evening. After the liturgy they go to their homes and celebrate Easter with their families. They also invite 
the priests to visit the families and bless their homes. 
 

 Easter cuisine consists of coloured eggs, 
fish, rice, herbs and traditional Armenian 
pastry. They also have bread, salt and water 
so that the priest blesses them and shares 
the good tidings of Resurrection. The eggs 
and fish are symbolic foods. The Church 
fathers have a lot of interpretations about 
them. St. Gregory of Datev (15th century) 
said that “we 
dye the egg with red colour, because the 
egg symbolises the world, the shell 
resembles heaven, skin symbolises the air, 
whiteness is water and the yellow is the 
earth.’’ This means that the world is saved 
by the blood of Christ, 
which He spilled for love of humanity. 
 
 

 
Fish Ichthys (/ˈɪkθəs/), from the Greek ikhthýs (ἰχθύς, "fish"). ΙΧΘΥΣ (Ichthus) is a backronym/acrostic for "Ίησοῦς 
Χριστός, Θεοῦ Υἱός, Σωτήρ", (Iēsous Christos, Theou Yios, Sōtēr), which translates into English as "Jesus 
Christ, Son of God, Saviour".  
 
Iota (i) is the first letter of Iēsous (Ἰησοῦς), Greek for "Jesus". 
Chi (ch) is the first letter of Christos (Χριστός), Greek for "anointed". 
Theta (th) is the first letter of Theou (Θεοῦ), Greek for "God's", the genitive case of Θεóς, Theos, Greek for "God". 
Upsilon (y) is the first letter of (h)uios[6] (Υἱός), Greek for "Son". 
Sigma (s) is the first letter of sōtēr (Σωτήρ), Greek for "Saviour"  
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EASTER WEEK SERVICES (25th March -1st April 2018) 
 

MANCESTER, HOLY TRINITY ARMENIAN CHURCH 
 

25 March Sunday - Palm Sunday followed by Trenpatsek. (No Sunday meal – Coffee, tea & cakes only) 
 

29 March Thursday - “Vodenleva” (Washing of feet service) 17:30 to 18:30 by His Grace Bp Hovakim (tbc), 
18.30-19.00 - Light refreshments, “Khavaroom” (Gospel readings) 19:00 till 20:30 

 
30 March Friday - “Taghoom” 17:30 to 18:00 

 
1 April Sunday - Easter Service – followed by Easter Lunch 

All Sunday services will start at 11:15 am. 
 

LONDON, ST YEGHICHE ARMENIAN CHURCH 
 

25 March - Palm Sunday ԾԱՂԿԱԶԱՐԴ, 11:00 Divine Liturgy, Սուրբ Պատարագ, 12:30 Opening of the 
Doors, Դռնբաց 

 
29 March - Maundy Thursday ԱՒԱԳ ՀԻՆԳՇԱԲԹԻ, 16:30 Washing of the Feet (Ոտնլուայ), 20:00 

Grand Vigil-(Խաւարում) Betrayal Service 
 

30 March - Good Friday ԱՒԱԳ ՈՒՐԲԱԹ, 16:30 Evening Burial Service, Կարգ Թաղման Յիսուսի 
Քրիստոսի, Procession around the Church 

 
31 March - Holy Saturday ԱՒԱԳ ՇԱԲԱԹ, 17:30 Divine Liturgy, Սուրբ Պատարագ 

 
1 April - Easter Sunday ՍԲ ԶԱՏԻԿ, 11:00 Divine Liturgy Սուրբ Պատարագ 

 
2 April - Monday ՄԵՌԵԼՈՑ, 11:00 – 14:00 Blessing of the Graves 

A Clergy will be available at Gunnersbury Cemetery to conduct individual prayers. If you require prayers at 
any other cemetery, please contact us to arrange with the Clergy. 

 

LONDON, ST SARKIS CHURCH 
 

25 March - Palm Sunday, 10:30 Morning Service, 11:00 Divine Liturgy, 12:30 Opening of the Doors 
 

29 March - Holy Thursday, 11:00 Morning Badarak, 16:30 Washing of the Feet, 19:30 Betrayal Service 
 

30 March - Good Friday, 16:30 Evening Burial Service, 5:30 Procession around the Church 
 

31 March - Holy Saturday, 17:30 Scripture Readings, 18:00 Divine Liturgy 
 

1 April - Easter Sunday, 10:30 Morning Service, 11:00 Divine Liturgy 
 

DUBLIN PARISH  
 

2 April – Easter Celebrations, 19:30  
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MEET OUR PEOPLE: ANDRE SIMONIAN 
 

  

 

 

Andre is one of the best loved musicians in both Armenia and Spyurk. 

Despite being very busy, he’s always ready to give up his time to help the 

community and this year he’s involved in the organisation of our annual 

Armenian Church Festival. We asked him to tell us more about himself.  

 

 

Andre Simonian is a singer, songwriter and a producer. He is also the founder and the singer/songwriter of Armenia's 

most popular rock band, The Beautified Project. 

The Beautified Project was formed in 2005, and 

since then has released 4 studio albums and 27 

official music videos.  The Beautified Project 

became the first band to release an English 

language album in Armenia back in 2008. It is also 

the first local Armenian band who has appeared on 

the international branches of MTV and BBC.  

Andre and his band have toured constantly 

headlining concerts in over 10 countries. The 

Beautified Project holds several awards including 2 

National Awards for "Best Rock Band" and an 

international award for "Heroes of the Year" for 

peace-making music projects.  

 

Andre Simonian is also a TV producer. He has produced the 4th season of Armenia Idol and is the founder and the 

producer of the TV program '1 vs 1'. He is also the co-founder of the popular production company, Unity 

Production.Armenia.   

 

 

http://www.thebeautified.com/
http://www.uproduction.am/
http://www.uproduction.am/
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BRIEF NEWS: ONE ARMENIA KICKS OFF ENGAGEMENT TOUR IN 

LONDON  

As part of an ongoing shift to dive deeper into its projects and Armenia’s 

development goals, ONEArmenia (1A) met its community members in 

London for the first of a series of panel discussions hosted by the 

organization.  

1A Chief Innovation Officer Tatev Petrossian was in London on March 8, 

2018 to host “Armenia: The Road To Sustainable Development” in the 

Nevart Gulbenkian Hall at Iverna Gardens.  

The event was kicked off by a brief overview of the organization and its 

work over the past five years, and a look at two upcoming programs 1A is 

preparing to launch. Between 2018 and 2020, ONEArmenia will be 

supporting micro and small business establishment in border communities 

in the Tavush province of Armenia with Sahman NGO, and working with 

the HALO Trust to remove all landmines from Artsakh (Nagorno-Karabakh) by 2020.  

“We are improving Armenia’s competitiveness, and enabling people, especially those underserved by mainstream 

access to finance, to have greater access to sustainable economic opportunities,” said Petrossian. “Each of us can 

play our part, big or small, in lifting people out of the cycle of poverty and disenfranchisement, and that’s what we’re 

exploring today,” she said about the panel.  

Following Petrossian’s introduction, keynote speaker The Right Honourable The Baroness Cox, of Queensbury shared 

her insights regarding Armenia and Artsakh after years of experience working in the region. The Baroness shared 

stories about her over 80 visits to Artsakh, and about the people she has met there that have moved her. She also 

shared the work of the Humanitarian Aid Relief Trust (HART) Foundation, of which she is founder and president. 

HART supports people suffering from conflict and persecution in places with no international attention and outside 

assistance, like Artsakh.   

The Baronesses personal and invigorating talk was followed by the event’s main panel, moderated by writer, 

broadcaster, performer and human rights activist Nouritza Matossian. The panelists represented a diverse range of 

experts from different fields, from humanitarian organizations to venture capitalist funds. They were senior 

economist at IHS Markit Lilit Gevorkyan, director of development for the HALO Trust Andrew Moore, co-founder of 

GRANATUS Ventures Yervand Sarkisyan, and CEO and founder of the TORNIG Group Raffi Tanielian. 

The discussion and Q&A that followed addressed a number of issues regarding the future of Armenia and Artsakh, 

and what the path to development could look like. Many different opinions were shared, painting a real picture of 

Armenia that acknowledged the challenges and highlighted the successes and potential that exists.  
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Crosses for men, women and children are available from the Primate’s office.  

Please call 0208 127 8364 or email primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk 

mailto:primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk
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FUNDRAISING FOR THE SOCIETY FOR ORPHANED ARMENIAN 

RELIEF (SOAR) 

 

 The Society for Orphaned Armenian Relief (SOAR) is a global charity 

providing humanitarian relief to orphaned Armenian children 

throughout the world. Through their steadfast humanitarian relief 

efforts, SOAR strive to provide orphaned Armenians with resources 

fundamental to their physical, emotional, and intellectual 

development and over time, aim to provide this underprivileged 

population with the tools necessary to become accomplished, 

educated, and self-supporting Armenians. 

 

To raise funds for SOAR, Vatche Cherchian the president of SOAR 

London chapter and chapter members Mariam Safaryan and Marina 

Mograbyan all successfully completed respective 10K runs at Osterley Park and Regent's Park in December. Together 

they raised over £3,200 in donations which will be spent on helping the current needs of some of the orphanages in 

Armenia. Further funds were also raised by selling handmade Christmas cards (made by the orphans themselves) at 

the Christmas Carol Service on Sunday 10th December at St Yeghishe Church. 

 

SOAR would like to thank Bishop Hovakim Manukyan, Father Shnork Baghdassarian and ACYO for their support and 

look forward to working together again in the future. SOAR would also like to thank all our supporters for their kind 

and generous donations thus far. 

 

For more information and support or if you would like to donate to this cause then please visit their respective 

donation pages below: 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/vatche-cherchian 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/mariamsafaryan 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/marina-mograbyan 

http://soar-us.org/ 

 

  

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/vatche-cherchian
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/mariamsafaryan
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/marina-mograbyan
http://soar-us.org/
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HOUSE BLESSING (ՏՆՕՐՀՆԵՔ) 
 

One of the traditions of the Armenian Church is the Home Blessing Service. 
It symbolises the visit of Resurrected Christ the Upper House and blessing of 
the disciples (John 20:19). 

Priests and bishops visit the homes of the faithful on the occasions of 
Christmas (Theophany) and Easter (Holy Resurrection) to bring the good 
news of our Lord’s Nativity and Resurrection to bless them and their homes 
through a special Service. 

During the Service the priest prays to God and asks Him to keep the home, 
its inhabitants and the children in good health, so that they live a devout 
life, glorify the name of Almighty God and strengthen the Holy Church. 

House Blessing Services:    those faithful who want a priest to visit and bless 
their home are welcome to contact their respective parishes or the 
Primate’s Office. 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

A Message from the Primate Office 
 
His Grace Bishop Hovakim Manukyan wishes to inform you that at the bottom of our weekly e-newsletter you 
will find the contacts of our Churches and Parishes in the UK and Ireland. Details are also available on the 
websites of the respective Churches and Parishes.  Please do not hesitate to contact any of these addresses if 
you need any help regarding Church services. You will receive a reply either from the Parish Council Chair or 
from the priest.  
 
If you encounter any kind of problems regarding communication with the above, please contact the Primacy 
(Առաջնորդարան) directly at the following address:  
 
Bishop Hovakim Manukyan 
The Primates Office 
No. 3, 27 Haven Green,  
London W5 2NZ  
Tel: + 44 (0) 208 127 8364 
 
e-mail: primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk  
Website | Facebook  
 

 

mailto:primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk
http://armeniandiocese.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/ArmenianChurchofGreatBritian/
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

New Bible Studies programme at The Bishop’s House 
Wednesdays 19:30 pm 

 

 
 
 

Spiritual Journey through the Bible 

The Primate, together with Bosik Gharapetian, is launching a new program of weekly Bible studies at the 

“Bishop’s House” for the faithful of the community, who are in search of deeper understanding of their 

faith and Christian fellowship.  These are not academic discussions, but a journey together through the 

Bible. Our Lord and Savour Jesus Christ said: “For where two or three gather in my name, there am I with 

them" (Mathew 18:20) («Ուր երկու կամ երեք հոգի հաւաքուած լինեն իմ անունով, այնտեղ եմ ես, 

նրանց մէջ»).  Join us for the opportunity to read together the Holy Scriptures, to pray together, to sing 

beautiful Armenian hymns, and to share an Agape meal of Christian love and fellowship. 

The topic of the first session: “Is Christianity boring, untrue or irrelevant?”, which will consist of a short 

introduction, followed by group discussion. 

Please register by 1st April through Facebook or by emailing primate@armeniandiocese.org.uk. The first 

session will start on April 4th.    

https://www.facebook.com/events/421068751666613/
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1 April 2018, 14:00  
Easter family celebration at Holiday Inn Kensington  
 
2 April 2018, 12:00  
Divine Liturgy in Dublin   
 
4 April 2018, 19:00  
Bible Studies  
 
5 April 2018 
Morning Coffee with the Bishop – with CAIA Hayashen Elders Club  
 
25 April 2018, 19:00  
New Series of Lectures at the Bishop’s House: Armenian Connections 
Nuran Zorlu (Photographer) –Traces of the Armenian Homeland  
 
May 2018 (details tbc) 
Mother's Day Celebrations 
 

July, 2018 
Youth Gathering in the Mother See of Holy Etchmiadzin 
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The Armenian Church News publishes announcements of any Armenian organisation as it is an inclusive channel 
of communication.  
 
The objectives of CAN are to inform the wider publish and its constituency members about: 
 

• Activities of the Primate 

• Organisations under the auspices of the Primate: ACT UK, ACYF, Ladies Committee  

• Worldwide Armenian Church 

• Parishes 

• Upcoming events in the community  
 

The announcements about the community events (up to 150 words) are published upon the request of 
 a particular organisation.  

ACN do not raise funds on behalf of any other organisation except for Armenian Church (ACT UK, ACYF, Primate’s 
Office, Ladies Committee, St. Yeghiche, St. Sarkis, Holy Trinity, Dublin, Birmingham, Oxford).  

 
Editorial: 

The main objective of the diocesan e-newsletter is to serve and reach out to Armenians throughout the United 
Kingdom and Ireland. The community members and organisations are welcome to send their announcements for the 
e-newsletter, including information not only about public events but also about important family events such as 
christening, matrimony or passing away.   

*** 

Disclaimer: considering that there are many names in the coverage of events, it is possible that some of them are misspelled or incorrect. 
We apologise in advance for any misspelling.  
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Services are held in the Armenian Churches in London every Sunday starting at 11:00 am.  In Manchester, there is a 
service on the 1st Sunday of the month.  For further details, please contact the parish nearest to you:  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Other Parishes of our Diocese: 
Dublin - www.armenians.ie 
Birmingham – St. Peter Church, 208 High St, Walsall, WS3 3LA. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Worship Services in the Armenian Churches 

 
Holy Trinity Armenian Church 

229 Upper Brook Street 
Manchester, M13 0FY 

Tel: 0161 273 1074 
www.armenianchurchmanchester.org 

1st SUNDAY OF THE MONTH 
 

 

 
St. Yeghiche Church 
13b Cranley Gardens 

Kensington, London SW7 3BB 
Tel: 020 7373 8133 

www.styeghiche.org.uk/ 

 

 
St. Sarkis Church 
Iverna Gardens 

Kensington, London, W8 6TP 
Tel: 020 7937 0152 

www.stsarkisparish.co.uk 

We invite those who have questions or wish to gain 
deeper understanding of the faith, moral 
discernment, teachings and traditions of the 
Armenian Church to contact the Office of the 
Diocese of the Armenian Church in United Kingdom 
and Ireland: 
 
His Grace Bishop Hovakim Manukyan 
The Primate’s Office 
27 Haven Green,  
London W5 2NZ  
 
Tel: 0208 998 921 
 
Email: primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk 
 
Registered office address: 

Kemp House 152-160 City Road, London EC1V 2NX  

Website | Facebook  
 

http://www.armenians.ie/
http://www.armenianchurchmanchester.org/
http://www.stsarkisparish.co.uk/
mailto:primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk
http://armeniandiocese.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/ArmenianChurchofGreatBritian/

