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BISHOP HOVAKIM MANUKYAN CONGRAULATED 

THE PRESIDENT-ELECT OF ARMENIA,  

DR ARMEN SARKISSIAN 

 

Honourable Dr Sarkissian, 

On behalf of the Diocese of The Armenian Church 

of Great Britain & Ireland and on behalf of the 

community organisations, we would like to 

congratulate you on your election as President of 

the Republic of Armenia. 

The high office of the 4th President of the Republic 

of Armenia was entrusted to you as someone with 

rich experience, holding strong and friendly ties in 

Armenia and the Diaspora, and with international 

reputation, a person with many years of diplomatic 

experience who is a loved and respected figure in 

Armenia and the Diaspora. 

It has been a great honor for me to have an 

opportunity to work with you over the past three 

years. The faithful of the community have the 

same feelings, as you have been a friend and 

supporter of our community both in your capacity 

as the Ambassador of the Republic of Armenia to 

the United Kingdom and as a devout member of the Armenian Church, a philanthropist and a 

Christian with deep faith. 

I wish you good health and long-lasting productive work for the prosperity and wellbeing of 

the Republic of Armenia and the Armenian nation worldwide. 

With best wishes and blessing, 

Bishop Hovakim Manukyan  
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THE BISHOP’S NEW HOUSE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Primate, Bishop Hovakim Manukyan, and the trustees of Armenian Church 
Trust (UK) are pleased to inform the community that, as of 1st March 2018, the 
Bishop and the function of Primate’s Office will move to a new “Bishop’s 
House” in Ealing (No. 3, 27 Haven Green, London W5 2NZ), between Woodville 
and Mansfield roads. The house is in the walking distance from Ealing 
Broadway underground station. The entrance to the house is from Woodville 
Road.  
 
The “Bishop’s House” will serve as the Primate’s residence and Diocesan 
centre, as well as a venue for small community meetings 
 
Bible studies will also be held in the house, every Wednesday at 19:00 during 
the Lent period and every Friday after that.  
 
 

 
The Primate’s office is open during the week 
from 10 am till 4 pm. Please note that official 
registered address of ACT (UK) and the Primate 
will remain at Kempt House, 152-160 City Road, 
London, EC1V 2NX. 
 
 
The contact details of the Primate’s Office 
remain the same: Tel.  020 8127 8364; email 
primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk 

  

mailto:primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk
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HIS EMINENCE ARCHBISHOP HOVNAN DERDERIAN MEETING 

ACYO REPRESENTATIVES  
 

On Saturday the 24th of February 2018 the ACYO were honoured to meet the 

Archbishop Hovnan Derderian (Primate of the Western Diocese of the Apostolic 

Church of North America) at Bishop Manukyan’s residence. Archbishop Derderian 

was eager to hear about the ACYO in London and what activities we had been 

doing to keep the Armenian community strong.  

In turn the Archbishop gave us some more details about how the upcoming 

pilgrimage to Armenia (July 2018) will unfold. He told us about past pilgrimages 

and how spiritually enriching these are for members of ACYO’s from all corners of 

the world, essentially wherever there is an Armenian diaspora. We were all excited 

at the prospect of representing our unique British community, and most 

importantly our faith, in the motherland. We discussed further the importance of 

these pilgrimages and the Archbishop answered any questions that we had.  

Unfortunately, the Archbishop’s trip to London could only be very fleeting before his return to Los Angeles, 

which made his visit all the more special. Before his departure he kindly gave us all golden khachkar 

pendants to remind us of our faith.  
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IN MEMORIAM  

OF THE INNOCENT ARMENIAN VICTIMS  

OF SUMGAIT, BAKU AND OTHER CITIES 

 

30 years ago, during February, our compatriots in Artsakh and Armenia started the movement for the liberation and 

freedom of Artsakh. As we mark the heroic events of February 1988 it is also our sacred responsibility and duty to 

remember our brothers and sisters who became victims of pogroms and ethnic cleansing in Sumgait, Baku and other 

cities of Azerbaijan. The aspiration of Artsakh people for freedom and for their fundamental human rights were met 

by violence and aggression.  

Many innocent Armenian men and women, unprotected elderly and children were brutally killed by Azeris in front of 

the eyes of Soviet Government of the time. We will be holding a special prayer service on the 4th of March, at the 

end of the Divine Liturgy at St. Yeghiche Armenian Church, respecting the memories of all those innocent victims and 

brave defenders of Artsakh who fell paving the path to freedom and sawing the seeds of free and independent 

Artsakh.  

We invite our faithful to join us to pray for their loving memory with the hope and expectation that with the help of 

God the final peace will prevail in our homeland. 

 

.  
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LATEST NEWS 
 

VATICAN TO UNVEIL STATUE OF GREGORY OF NAREK 
 

On Thursday, April 5, 2018, the Vatican will 

unveil a statue of St. Gregory of Narek, in the 

presence of Pope Francis, His Holiness 

Karekin II, and Armenia’s President Serge 

Sargsyan. 

The 10th-century Armenian monk and 
mystical poet was approved by the Pope as a 
Doctor of the Church in 2015. The Roman 
Catholic Church recognizes only 36 doctors of 
the church, including Augustine of Hippo, 
John Chrysostom, Thomas Aquinas, and 
Narek—who is remembered by Catholics 
every February 27. Read more here.  

 

ROBERT ISTEPANIAN’S LECTURE ON DIGITAL HEALTH ECONOMY AND SERVICES IN 

ARMENIA 

 
The Armenian Church in London under the auspices of H.G. Bishop Hovakim 
Manokyan organised on 27th. February 2018 an invited lecture by Professor 
Robert S H Istepanian (Visiting Professor, Institute of Global Health Innovation, 
Imperial College, London  to deliver a lecture entitled ‘m-Health: Developing 
digital health economy and services in Armenia’. 
 
The lecture was attended by Bishop Manukyan and a number of academics 
including Professor Bryan Woodward-Professor Emeritus, Loughborough 
University in addition to Armenian researchers, PhD students and 
representatives from the Armenian church and interested business community 
in London. 
 
The lecture presented and discussed the important role of mobile and digital 
health technologies and innovations for improving healthcare delivery services 
in Armenia and creating a new digital economy sector in the country. It also 
highlighted the challenges facing the current healthcare system in Armenia and 

the need to adopt new transformative approaches for healthcare delivery services especially in underserved and 
rural areas of Armenian by adopting digital health solutions and long term strategy for Armenian healthcare. It also 
discussed the best approaches to scale up the adoption of these services through new businesses in this area and 
with the appropriate collaboration mechanisms with the Armenian healthcare authorities, local healthcare providers, 
universities and research institutions. The lecture also featured a proposal to set-up a new ‘Digital Health Foundation 
for Armenia’ as a non-profit organisation to lead such initiative and introduce these services in the country. 
 
The lecture was followed with Q&A and discussions session from the interested audience and a reception and 
discussions forum hosted by Bishop Hovakim.  

https://armenianchurch.us/2018/03/01/vatican-unveil-statue-gregory-narek/
http://www.imperial.ac.uk/people/robert.istepanian
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SPIRITUALITY: SUNDAY OF UNJUST STEWARD 
 

The fourth Sunday of the period of Great 

Lent is called the Sunday of the Steward 

(Տնտեսի Կիրակի), and the message of the 

day teaches us with the parable of the 

unjust steward. This parable is mentioned 

only in the Gospel of St. Luke (Luke 16:1-13). 

In the parable, a wealthy man learns that the 

steward of his house (the supervisor of his 

holdings) is squandering his possessions.  

The rich man calls the steward, asking for an 

accounting, having decided to release him 

from employment. The steward, realizing 

that he may soon be without work, begins to 

act accordingly so that in the near future, 

others may accept him into their homes. The steward calls those men who have debts to his employer, and he 

relieves them of a portion of their debts. Following this act, the wealthy man praises the steward for his contrivance. 

At first glance, it seems as though there is a great contradiction in this commendation.  But the unjust steward grants 

back to the debtors, only that which he had added to the debt originally for his own gain. Thus, the wealthy man is 

not injured by the actions of his steward. The master praises the steward for resigning himself from the gains that 

the steward would have realized in these transactions. Thus, high praise is given to resignation, or abstinence, which 

is one of the foundations of Great Lent. 

Lent teaches mankind about the ability 

we each have to resign ourselves from all 

forms of temptation, the beginning of 

which is self-control and self-denial. 

Christ says, “If any man will come after 

me, let him deny himself, and take up his 

cross and follow me” (Matthew 16:24). 

This parable admonishes every one of us 

that the journey towards salvation must 

include self-control and resignation. The 

allegorical meaning of the parable is in 

the wealthy man symbolizing God, and 

the unjust steward symbolizing the 

sinner. For an extended period of time, 

the sinner carelessly wastes the graces granted by God, until God calls him for an accounting of his life. The unjust 

steward symbolizes all who, upon regretting their actions, forgive those who have sinned against them, and become 

seekers of righteousness and the just.  

 
Source: http://www.qahana.am 
Images: Eugene Burnand illustrations to the parable of The Dishonest Steward  

  



Armenian Church News 

 

7 
  



Armenian Church News 

 

8 
 

 

 

 



Armenian Church News 

 

9 
 

PANEL DISCUSSION HOSTED BY ONEARMENIA 

 

Join for the first of a series of panel discussions hosted by ONEArmenia on sustainable economic development in 

Armenia. “Armenia: The Road to Sustainable Development” will bring together industry experts for a conversation on 

the roles alternative economies can play in unleashing Armenia’s potential to thrive. 

 

Date: Thursday, 8 March, 7:00pm 

Venue: Nevart Gulbenkian Hall, Iverna Gardens, 

Kensington, London W8 6TP 

 

Keynote Speaker: 

The Right Honourable The Baroness (Caroline) Cox of Queensbury 

 

Panel Participants: 

Lilit Gevorkyan, Senior Economist, IHS Markit 

Andrew Moore, Director of Development, HALO Trust 

Yervand Sarkisyan, Co-Founder, GRANATUS Ventures 

Raffi Tanielian, CEO and Founder, TORNIG Group 

 

Panel moderator: 

Nouritza Matossian 

Writer, broadcaster, performer, human rights activist 

 

We will present to you how ONEArmenia is creating new opportunities for development in Armenia through social 

impact investment. The panel and presentation will be followed by a meet and greet reception. 

  

This event is free and open to the public. 
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JOIN FOR THE SECOND EDITION OF OUR FLAGSHIP EVENT-  

THE ARMENIAN SYMPOSIUM: THE FUTURE OF ARMENIA 

 

 

 

 

 

The Armenian Symposium is a one-day conference organised by the UCL Armenian Society and co-organised by 

RepatArmenia. 

 

The Armenian Symposium will take place on the 10th March 2018 at UCL, and consists of several public speeches 

and discussion panels, creating a dialogue between Armenia, its diaspora communities and the rest of the world. 

 

Its aim is to increase Armenia’s presence in London, one of the world’s financial and cultural capitals, through the 

creation of a platform that facilitates the exchange of ideas and the promotion of dialogue and collaboration for the 

development of Armenia. 
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Crosses for men, women and children are available from the Primate’s office.  

Please call 0208 127 8364 or email primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk 

mailto:primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk
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FUNDRAISING FOR THE SOCIETY FOR ORPHANED ARMENIAN 

RELIEF (SOAR) 

 

 The Society for Orphaned Armenian Relief (SOAR) is a global charity 

providing humanitarian relief to orphaned Armenian children 

throughout the world. Through their steadfast humanitarian relief 

efforts, SOAR strive to provide orphaned Armenians with resources 

fundamental to their physical, emotional, and intellectual 

development and over time, aim to provide this underprivileged 

population with the tools necessary to become accomplished, 

educated, and self-supporting Armenians. 

 

To raise funds for SOAR, Vatche Cherchian the president of SOAR 

London chapter and chapter members Mariam Safaryan and Marina 

Mograbyan all successfully completed respective 10K runs at Osterley Park and Regent's Park in December. Together 

they raised over £3,200 in donations which will be spent on helping the current needs of some of the orphanages in 

Armenia. Further funds were also raised by selling handmade Christmas cards (made by the orphans themselves) at 

the Christmas Carol Service on Sunday 10th December at St Yeghishe Church. 

 

SOAR would like to thank Bishop Hovakim Manukyan, Father Shnork Baghdassarian and ACYO for their support and 

look forward to working together again in the future. SOAR would also like to thank all our supporters for their kind 

and generous donations thus far. 

 

For more information and support or if you would like to donate to this cause then please visit their respective 

donation pages below: 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/vatche-cherchian 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/mariamsafaryan 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/marina-mograbyan 

http://soar-us.org/ 

 

  

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/vatche-cherchian
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/mariamsafaryan
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/marina-mograbyan
http://soar-us.org/
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HOUSE BLESSING (ՏՆՕՐՀՆԵՔ) 
 

One of the traditions of the Armenian Church is the Home Blessing Service. 
It symbolises the visit of Resurrected Christ the Upper House and blessing of 
the disciples (John 20:19). 

Priests and bishops visit the homes of the faithful on the occasions of 
Christmas (Theophany) and Easter (Holy Resurrection) to bring the good 
news of our Lord’s Nativity and Resurrection to bless them and their homes 
through a special Service. 

During the Service the priest prays to God and asks Him to keep the home, 
its inhabitants and the children in good health, so that they live a devout 
life, glorify the name of Almighty God and strengthen the Holy Church. 

House Blessing Services:    those faithful who want a priest to visit and bless 
their home are welcome to contact their respective parishes or the 
Primate’s Office. 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

A Message from the Primate Office 
 
His Grace Bishop Hovakim Manukyan wishes to inform you that at the bottom of our weekly e-newsletter you 
will find the contacts of our Churches and Parishes in the UK and Ireland. Details are also available on the 
websites of the respective Churches and Parishes.  Please do not hesitate to contact any of these addresses if 
you need any help regarding Church services. You will receive a reply either from the Parish Council Chair or 
from the priest.  
 
If you encounter any kind of problems regarding communication with the above, please contact the Primacy 
(Առաջնորդարան) directly at the following address:  
 
Bishop Hovakim Manukyan 
The Primates Office 
No. 3, 27 Haven Green,  
London W5 2NZ  
Tel: + 44 (0) 208 127 8364 
 
e-mail: primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk  
Website | Facebook  
 

 

mailto:primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk
http://armeniandiocese.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/ArmenianChurchofGreatBritian/
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

Bible Studies at The Bishop’s House 
Every Wednesday during Lent, 19:00 pm 
 
Liturgy of the hour of peace and rest 
Every Friday during Lent, 18:30 pm 
 
March 2018 (details tbc) 
Vernatun Programme: Series of lectures  
 
1 April 2018, 14:00  
Easter family celebration at Holiday Inn Kensington  
 

4-11th of April, 2018 
Pilgrimage to Holy Land  
 
May 2018 (details tbc) 
Mother's Day Celebrations 
 

July, 2018 
Youth Gathering in the Mother See of Holy Etchmiadzin 
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The Armenian Church News publishes announcements of any Armenian organisation as it is an inclusive channel 
of communication.  
 
The objectives of CAN are to inform the wider publish and its constituency members about: 
 

• Activities of the Primate 

• Organisations under the auspices of the Primate: ACT UK, ACYF, Ladies Committee  

• Worldwide Armenian Church 

• Parishes 

• Upcoming events in the community  
 

The announcements about the community events (up to 150 words) are published upon the request of 
 a particular organisation.  

ACN do not raise funds on behalf of any other organisation except for Armenian Church (ACT UK, ACYF, Primate’s 
Office, Ladies Committee, St. Yeghiche, St. Sarkis, Holy Trinity, Dublin, Birmingham, Oxford).  

 
Editorial: 

The main objective of the diocesan e-newsletter is to serve and reach out to Armenians throughout the United 
Kingdom and Ireland. The community members and organisations are welcome to send their announcements for the 
e-newsletter, including information not only about public events but also about important family events such as 
christening, matrimony or passing away.   

*** 

Disclaimer: considering that there are many names in the coverage of events, it is possible that some of them are misspelled or incorrect. 
We apologise in advance for any misspelling.  
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Services are held in the Armenian Churches in London every Sunday starting at 11:00 am.  In Manchester, there is a 
service on the 1st Sunday of the month.  For further details, please contact the parish nearest to you:  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Other Parishes of our Diocese: 
Dublin - www.armenians.ie 
Birmingham – St. Peter Church, 208 High St, Walsall, WS3 3LA. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Worship Services in the Armenian Churches 

 
Holy Trinity Armenian Church 

229 Upper Brook Street 
Manchester, M13 0FY 

Tel: 0161 273 1074 
www.armenianchurchmanchester.org 

1st SUNDAY OF THE MONTH 
 

 

 
St. Yeghiche Church 
13b Cranley Gardens 

Kensington, London SW7 3BB 
Tel: 020 7373 8133 

www.styeghiche.org.uk/ 

 

 
St. Sarkis Church 
Iverna Gardens 

Kensington, London, W8 6TP 
Tel: 020 7937 0152 

www.stsarkisparish.co.uk 

We invite those who have questions or wish to gain 
deeper understanding of the faith, moral 
discernment, teachings and traditions of the 
Armenian Church to contact the Office of the 
Diocese of the Armenian Church in United Kingdom 
and Ireland: 
 
His Grace Bishop Hovakim Manukyan 
The Primate’s Office 
No. 3, 27 Haven Green,  
London W5 2NZ  
Tel: 0208 127 8364 
Email: primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk 
 
Registered office address: 

Kemp House 152-160 City Road, London EC1V 2NX  

Website | Facebook  
 

http://www.armenians.ie/
http://www.armenianchurchmanchester.org/
http://www.stsarkisparish.co.uk/
mailto:primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk
http://armeniandiocese.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/ArmenianChurchofGreatBritian/

