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100th ANNIVERSARY OF THE FIRST REPUBLIC  

His Grace Bishop Hovakim 
Manukyan, representatives of the 
Embassy of Armenia in the UK, 
members of the UK’s Armenian 
community participated in a 
celebration evening to 
commemorate the 100th 
anniversary of the first Armenian 
Republic in 1918. The Primate 
spoke about the importance of 
understanding and appreciating 
our history, especially in the light of 
the recent developments in 
Armenia.  
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VISIT TO THE ARMENIAN SCHOOL 

 

Bishop Hovakim Manukyan and Fr Shnork Baghdassarian visited the Armenian School last week to meet with the 

teachers, parents and students. They explained the church structure and hierarchy to children and the Primate talked 

about the importance of the role of women in the Armenian church. There was a productive discussion with the stuff 

afterwards.  
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MOTHERS DAY GATHERING 

His Grace Bishop Hovakim 

Manukyan celebrated 

Mother's Day with Anahit 

women's association. 

Hayarpi Drmeyan from the 

Consular Affairs of the 

Embassy also 

congratulated ladies on 

Mother's Day.  

Bishop thanked the ladies 

for their dedicated work 

for the community and 

spoke about the 

importance of the day as 

well as thanked Odet Bazil 

for her leadership and the 

invitation.  
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INVITATION TO THE ARMENIAN STREET FESTIVAL 

ON SUNDAY, 15TH JULY, 2018 
 

 

 

On behalf of our wonderful team of ASF volunteers, we are delighted to invite you to attend the 8th Armenian 

Street Festival. This year it will be held in North Acton Playing Fields: Noel Road, Acton, London W3 0JF, 

having outgrown its previous location in Iverna Gardens, Kensington. 

Our Events/Entertainment Programme is a really exciting one put together by Andre Simonian, one of our 

volunteers. He has worked hard to ensure something for everyone, young and old. Plans are being made for 

all of the following:- 

* Armenian BBQ, lahmajun and picnic food, homemade of course, 

* Armenian music, singing and dancing, Special guests from Armenia and abroad,  

including Arsen Safarian and Mariam Petrosian, 

* a special Football match, 

* a Mini-Marathon for the Heart Foundation, 

* an early morning Tennis Tournament, 

* a Big Screen to broadcast the World Cup Football Final and other events on the day, 

* Face-painting, balloon modelling and numerous stalls ……….and much more! 

We hope that you are able to support us and make this, the 8th ASF, a great success. We also aim to raise 

money for our Diocese. We are thankful for all contributions and support. All help, big and small, is much 

appreciated.  

Our success depends on your support.  

Please contact the Primate’s office via email: primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk or  

telephone 020 8998 9210 if you are able to volunteer and help us on the day.  

More information on the website.  

Armenian Street Festival Team 

  

mailto:primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk
http://armeniandiocese.org.uk/special-programmes/armenian-street-festival
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THIS WEEK IN THE DIOCESE  

 

Bible Studies 

 

Bible studies last week was about Why and How 

Do I Pray?  

 

Next discussion will take place next Wednesday, 

23 May. Everyone is welcome to join to our 

informal, intimate discussions.  

 

 

Christology of the Armenian Church 

A talk and discussion by Rev Dr Nerses 

Nersessian introduced the Christology of the 

Armenian Church. The Armenian Church, 

recognises the doctrinal and canonical 

validity of the first three ecumenical councils 

of the Christian Church. However, the 

Armenian Church does not accept the 

Christological formulation of the Council of 

Chalcedon in 451 A.D., which made a 

declaration about Christ’s Divine and Human 

natures. The lecture will presented the 

historical and theological aspects of this 

controversy, which has divided Christianity 

for centuries. 

 

Rev Dr Nerses Nersessian, BD, PhD, is archpriest of 

the Armenian Church and visiting pastor of Holy 

Trinity Armenian Church in Manchester. He is the 

former Head of the Christian Middle East Section 

at the British Library (1975-2011) and author of 

many books and studies on the Armenian Church 

and history.  
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SPIRITUALITY – FEAST OF PENTECOST 

 

 The Feast of Pentecost is the 
commemoration of the descent of the Holy 
Spirit upon the Apostles on the fiftieth day 
following the Feast of the Glorious 
Resurrection of Our Lord Jesus Christ. The 
Armenian Church celebrates this feast 50 days 
following Easter Sunday. 

The Holy Spirit is one of the three persons in 
the Holy Trinity coexisting with, and equal to, 
the Holy Father and the Holy Son. During His 
earthly life and ministry Christ spoke to the 
Apostles about the coming of the Holy Spirit.  
Recording the words of Christ, St. John writes, 
“The Comforter, the Holy Spirit, whom the 
Father will send in my name, will teach you 
everything and make you remember all that I 
have told you.” (John 14:26). 

The descent of the Holy Spirit is described in 
the Acts of the Apostles: “When the day of the 
Pentecost came, all the believers were 
gathered together in one place.  Suddenly 
there was a noise from the sky which sounded 
like a strong wind blowing, and it filled the 
whole house where they were sitting. Then 
they saw what looked like tongues of fire 
which spread out and touched each person 
there. They were all filled with the Holy Spirit 

and began to talk in other languages, as the Spirit enabled them to speak.  (Acts 2:1-4). 

In the book of Acts, St. Luke further records the names of various countries, and that men from those countries were 
surprised, when each of them heard his native language. Among the mentioned places are Mesopotamia, Judea and 
Cappadocia (Acts 2:9).  

Two of the saints of the Universal Church, both of Roman origin, Tertullian and Augustine, have written that the word 
“Armenia” should possibly be substituted instead of “Judea”, as it is more logical that Armenia would be mentioned 
among those as a “foreign” country, as the apostles were living in Judea.  Moreover, with regards to geographical 
position, Armenia was situated between Mesopotamia and Cappadocia. Therefore, the people living in Armenia may 
have been among the first witnesses of the gifts of the Holy Spirit. 

 

Source 

 

 

 

http://armenianchurch.ge/en/component/content/article/104-feastofpentecost
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HOUSE BLESSING (ՏՆՕՐՀՆԵՔ) 
 

 

One of the traditions of the Armenian Church is the Home Blessing Service. It symbolises the visit of Resurrected Christ 
the Upper House and blessing of the disciples (John 20:19). 

Priests and bishops visit the homes of the faithful on the occasions of Christmas (Theophany) and Easter (Holy 
Resurrection) to bring the good news of our Lord’s Nativity and Resurrection to bless them and their homes through a 
special Service. 

During the Service the priest prays to God and asks Him to keep the home, its inhabitants and the children in good 
health, so that they live a devout life, glorify the name of Almighty God and strengthen the Holy Church. 

Those faithful who want a priest to visit and bless their home are welcome to contact their respective parishes or the 
Primate’s Office. 

 

 

  

PRAYER OF THE MONTH  

We invite our faithful to pray for dialogue and harmony in Armenia, 

as well as for our bright young generation.  

 

MISSION STATEMENT OF THE MONTH 

Promoting dialogue and mutual understanding between different 

people and groups in the community  
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NEW PROGRAMMES AT THE BISHOP’S HOUSE 

Diocese of the Armenian Church of United Kingdom and Ireland and His Grace Bishop Hovakim Manukyan, Primate, 

are launching a series of brand new programmes at the Bishop’s House, open to everyone. Find out more information, 

upcoming dates and details on the website.  

• Armenian Christian Faith Lecture Series  

These lecture series will introduce the faith, theology, liturgy, sacraments and, generally, the spiritual heritage of the 

Armenian Church to the members of the community and wider interested audiences. 

• Spiritual Journey through the Bible: «Ուր երկու կամ երեք հոգի հաւաքուած լինեն իմ անունով, 

այնտեղ եմ ես, նրանց մէջ» 

The Primate, together with Bosik Gharapetian, is launching a new program of weekly Bible studies (every Wednesday) 

for the faithful of the community, who are in search of deeper understanding of their faith and Christian fellowship. 

These are not academic discussions, but a journey together through the Bible. 

• Discussion Group|Contemporary Social & Ethical Issues 

Curated and led by Dr Hratch Tchilingirian | Discussion of contemporary social and ethical issues, which are of concern 

for young professionals and members of the larger Armenian community. These evening gatherings will take place 

once a month, consisting of a 20-minute presentation on a given topic, followed by 50-60 minutes of open discussion. 

• Հայ Գիրքի Ակումբ 

Արմէն Սարուհանեանի ղեկավարութեամբ | Ամսական հանդիպումներ համայնքի ընթերցասէր 
անդամներուն համար (book club), որոնք կը փափաքին կարդալ եւ միասնաբար քննարկել Հայ 

գրականութեան նմուշներ, Հայ Եկեղեցւոյ ու մշակոյթին առընչուած գործեր եւ այլ հետաքրքրական 

նիւթեր: 

• Armenian ConneXtions 

Monthly after work informal gatherings for young professionals at the Bishop’s House to network and catch up with 

friends and the latest developments in the Armenian world 

• Coffee with the Bishop 

Informal visit and coffee meeting with Bishop Hovakim at the Bishop’s House to catch up on the latest news in the 

community, in Armenia and the Diaspora. 

 

All events are held at the “Bishop’s House” | 27 Haven Green | London W5 2NZ (Nearest tube: Ealing Broadway) 

For more information, please contact: Tel 0208 998 9210 | primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk 

 

 

http://armeniandiocese.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/DiocesanPrograms.pdf
mailto:primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk
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Crosses for men, women and children are available from the Primate’s office.  

Please call 0208 998 9210 or email primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk 

mailto:primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

23 May 2018, 19:00pm  
Bible Studies, led by His Grace Bishop Hovakim Manukyan and Bosik Gharapetian 
 
Date tbc, 19:00pm 
Book Club  
 
31 May 2018, 19:00pm 
How much money do people need to be happy? Discussion Group, curated and led by Dr Hratch Tchilingirian 
 

1 June 2018, 19:00pm  
ARMENIAN CONNEXTIONS: Talk by architect Philip Gumuchdjian 
 
9 June 2018, 11:00pm  
Coffee with the Bishop 
 
July, 2018 
Youth Gathering in the Mother See of Holy Etchmiadzin 
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The Armenian Church News publishes announcements of any Armenian organisation 
as it is an inclusive channel of communication.  
 
The objectives of CAN are to inform the wider publish and its constituency members 
about: 
 

• Activities of the Primate 

• Organisations under the auspices of the Primate: ACT UK, ACYF, Ladies Committee  

• Worldwide Armenian Church 

• Parishes 

• Upcoming events in the community  
 

The announcements about the community events (up to 150 words) are published upon the request of 
 a particular organisation.  

 
ACN do not raise funds on behalf of any other organisation except for Armenian Church (ACT UK, ACYF, Primate’s 

Office, Ladies Committee, St. Yeghiche, St. Sarkis, Holy Trinity, Dublin, Birmingham, Oxford).  
 

Editorial: 

The main objective of the diocesan e-newsletter is to serve and reach out to Armenians throughout the United 
Kingdom and Ireland. The community members and organisations are welcome to send their announcements for the 
e-newsletter, including information not only about public events but also about important family events such as 
christening, matrimony or passing away.   

*** 

Disclaimer: considering that there are many names in the coverage of events, it is possible that some of them are misspelled or incorrect. 
We apologise in advance for any misspelling.  

 
  
A Message from the Primate Office 
 
His Grace Bishop Hovakim Manukyan wishes to inform you that at the bottom of our weekly e-newsletter you 
will find the contacts of our Churches and Parishes in the UK and Ireland. Details are also available on the 
websites of the respective Churches and Parishes.  Please do not hesitate to contact any of these addresses if 
you need any help regarding Church services. You will receive a reply either from the Parish Council Chair or 
from the priest. 
 
If you encounter any kind of problems regarding communication with the above, please contact the Primacy 
(Առաջնորդարան) directly at the following address: 
 
Bishop Hovakim Manukyan 
The Primates Office 
27 Haven Green, 
London W5 2NZ 

Tel: 0208 998 9210 
e-mail: primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk 
Website | Facebook 
 

mailto:primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk
http://armeniandiocese.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/ArmenianChurchofGreatBritian/
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Services are held in the Armenian Churches in London every Sunday starting at 11:00 am.  In Manchester, there is a 
service on the 1st Sunday of the month.  For further details, please contact the parish nearest to you:  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Other Parishes of our Diocese: 
Dublin - www.armenians.ie 
Birmingham – St. Peter Church, 208 High St, Walsall, WS3 3LA. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Worship Services in the Armenian Churches 

 
Holy Trinity Armenian Church 

229 Upper Brook Street 
Manchester, M13 0FY 

Tel: 0161 273 1074 
www.armenianchurchmanchester.org 

1st SUNDAY OF THE MONTH 
 

 

 
St. Yeghiche Church 
13b Cranley Gardens 

Kensington, London SW7 3BB 
Tel: 020 7373 8133 

www.styeghiche.org.uk 
 

 

 
St. Sarkis Church 
Iverna Gardens 

Kensington, London, W8 6TP 
Tel: 020 7937 0152 

www.stsarkisparish.co.uk 

We invite those who have questions or wish to gain 
deeper understanding of the faith, moral 
discernment, teachings and traditions of the 
Armenian Church to contact the Office of the 
Diocese of the Armenian Church in United Kingdom 
and Ireland: 
 
His Grace Bishop Hovakim Manukyan 
The Primate’s Office 
27 Haven Green,  
London W5 2NZ  
 

Tel: 0208 998 9210 
 
Email: primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk 
 
Registered office address: 

Kemp House 152-160 City Road, London EC1V 2NX  

Website | Facebook  
 

http://www.armenians.ie/
http://www.armenianchurchmanchester.org/
http://www.styeghiche.org.uk/
http://www.stsarkisparish.co.uk/
mailto:primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk
http://armeniandiocese.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/ArmenianChurchofGreatBritian/

