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ARMENIAN GENOCIDE MEMORIAL TAKES PLACE 

IN EALING GREEN AROUND COMMEMORATIVE 

TREE (from Ealing Times) 

 

The last memorial ceremony of the year for the 103rd anniversary of the Armenian Genocide 
took place in Ealing last weekend.  

Members of the Armenian community, Homenetmen Scouts and Sunday school groups 
gathered in Ealing Green on Saturday April 28 at the commemorative apricot tree, planted in 
memory of the Armenian Genocide of 1915.  

The memorial service was the last event of the year organised by the Campaign for 
Recognition of the Armenian Genocide, a committee of the Armenian Community and Church 
Council of Great Britain that aims to promote the language, history and culture of the 
Armenian people. “Today’s genocide memorial event in Ealing was I think a great success. We 
had a good turnout in terms of members of the public and Armenians,” said Tekeyan Cultural 
Association chairman Dr Garen Arevian. 

The ceremony ended with Bishop Hovakim Manukyan, of the Diocese of the Armenian Church 
of the United Kingdom, saying a prayer, and then the community sang the Armenian national 
anthem together. 

Read the full text here.  
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THIS WEEK IN THE BISHOP’S HOUSE  

K Tahta Armenian 

Community Sunday 

school visit 

Bishop Hovakim Manukyan warmly 

welcomed the members of K Tahta 

Armenian Community Sunday school's 

management, staff and parents 

committee to Primate's office and 

residence for a pleasant evening 

reception organised by Primate's 

Ladies Committee.  

 

Bible Studies 

The last session of Bible Studies 

discussed the topic of Why Jesus died? 

After a short presentation, there was 

an enlightening group discussion, 

followed by prayer and singing.  

The next session will take place on 9 

May, 7 pm. Subject: How can I be sure 

of my faith 

 

 

Coffee with the Bishop  
His Grace Hovakim Manukyan hosted 

his regular Coffee with The Bishop 

event with the senior members of the 

community. Some interesting 

discussions took place about the latest 

news and the community events, with 

lots of ideas, news and information 

being shared. Andre Simonian, a 

musician joined too, talking about the 

recent developments in Armenia.  
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SOAR LONDON QUIZ NIGHT 

The London chapter of the SOAR (Society for Orphaned Armenian Relief) charity successfully hosted their first Quiz 

Night on Saturday April 28th at a fully-packed Navasartian Centre. His Grace Bishop Hovakim Manukyan and Father 

Nshan Alaverdyan were in attendance on the night along with just over 100 guests. 

The evening was a fun-filled affair with some challenging quiz questions, a delicious dinner buffet, an exciting raffle 

prize draw as well as a thrilling auction. 

SOAR London would like to thank his Grace Bishop Hovakim Manukyan for his ongoing support as well as all the guests 

who attended and helped make the event a tremendous success while also generously donating throughout. All 

proceeds raised on the night will go directly to help the needs of one of the many underprivileged orphanages in 

Armenia. If you are interested in making a donation to the SOAR charity or joining the SOAR London chapter then 

please contact Vatche Cherchian at: london@soar-us.org.  

 

 

mailto:london@soar-us.org
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SPIRITUALITY - FREQUENTLY-ASKED QUESTIONS ON THE 

BADARAK: THE DIVINE LITURGY OF THE ARMENIAN CHURCH 

The next feature on Badarak, using V. Rev. Fr. Daniel Findikyan’s excellent book, 
published by St. Vartan Press in 2009.  

WHO SELECTS THE BIBLE READINGS EVERY SUNDAY? 

The Bible passages read on Sunday during the Badarak, or on any other day of 
the year during the church services, are appointed in the Armenian Church’s 
Lectionary, which is called the Jashots Keerk. Guided by this book, every 
Armenian Church in the world reads the very same Bible selections each day of 
the year. Every church tradition has its own distinctive Lectionary system: a 
unique listing of readings for each day of the year, and underlying it, a unique 
theological rationale for selecting specific readings for each particular day. 

 The lectionary of the Armenian Church is one of the oldest in all of 
Christendom. Its basic outline of Scripture readings was defined by the early Christians of Jerusalem, the birthplace of 
the Christian faith, by around the turn of the fifth century. There in Jerusalem, amidst all of the holy places where so 
many of the historical events of the Old and New Testaments took place, Christians selected readings from Scripture 
that were appropriate not only to the day, but also to the sacred shrines where they would gather for their worship: 
Golgotha, Bethlehem, Mount Tabor, the Upper Room at Sion, and others.  

Armenians were a visible minority among the many nationalities living and praying in the Holy Land in the fourth and 
subsequent centuries. Among them were the disciples of Sts. Sahak and Mesrob, creators of the Armenian alphabet 
and translators of the Bible. By the 430’s at the latest, these saintly Armenian scholars translated the local Lectionary 
of Jerusalem from Greek, the spoken language of Jerusalem, into Armenian for use in the Armenian Church. Many of 
the holy places of Jerusalem are still mentioned in ancient Armenian Jashots manuscripts.  

Over the centuries, the Jashots gradually developed a more authentically Armenian Christian profile as our Armenian 
Church fathers and teachers augmented the Lectionary from Jerusalem with new readings appointed for feasts and 
saints’ commemorations that were unique to the Armenian Church. Nevertheless, the old Jerusalem core remains 
readily discernible to the trained eye.  

We should not underestimate the theological sophistication underlying the selection and sequence of Bible readings 
in the Armenian Jashots. Although it may no longer be evident to the average Armenian churchgoer, “between the 
lines” of the apparently random Bible readings is to be uncovered an elegant expression of the theology of the liturgical 
year, which is nothing else but a uniquely Armenian witness to our salvation in Jesus Christ. 

WHY DO WE CLOSE THE ALTAR CURTAIN AT CERTAIN TIMES DURING THE BADARAK? 

Like many aspects of our liturgy, the curtain in front of the altar has both a functional purpose and a symbolic meaning. 
The curtain is closed three times during the Divine Liturgy. The first time is at the beginning of the Divine Liturgy, after 
the celebrant and altar servers have gone up the stairs and entered the altar area (khoran), after the priest chants the 
acclamation, “Ee hargee srpootyan…” (In this dwelling of holiness…). Behind the closed curtain, the priest offers the 
solemn prayer of St. Gregory of Narek, in which the priest calls upon the Holy Spirit to overlook his own human frailty 
and make him worthy to offer the Badarak on behalf of all the people. He then prepares the bread and wine for the 
Eucharist.  

http://www.stnersess.edu/v-rev-fr-daniel-findikyan.html
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Meanwhile, the altar servers busy themselves with a number of tasks: carrying the chalice to the altar; presenting the 
bread and wine to the priest; assisting him in preparation of the gifts; returning the chalice to the side niche; lighting 
the altar candles; preparing the censor (poorvar) with charcoal and incense; and lining up for the procession around 
the church (tapor). This part of the Divine Liturgy illustrates the two practical reasons why we close the curtain: (1) to 
provide a private and prayerful setting for the priest while he offers prayers that concern him personally; and (2) to 
cover the altar area while the deacons and servers are performing practical tasks that would otherwise distract the 
people from prayer. 

After the preparation of the gifts the curtain opens and remains open until the priest chants the invitation to Holy 
Communion, “Ee soorp, ee soorp…” (In holiness let us taste…). When the curtain closes, the priest again offers a series 
of private prayers to prepare himself to receive the holy sacrament. In most prayers of the Badarak, the priest always 
prays on behalf of all the people. In these prayers, by contrast, the priest speaks to God about his own spiritual life, 
sins, and needs: “Let this [Holy Communion] be to me not for condemnation but for the remission and forgiveness of 
sins…so that this may purify my breath and my soul and my body and make me a temple and a habitation of the all-
holy Trinity…”.  

Once he has offered these fervent prayers, the priest himself is the first to consume his portion of the body and Blood 
of Jesus Christ in Holy Communion. While the curtain is closed, the choir leads the people in singing the hymns, “Der 
Voghormya” and “Orhnyal eh Asdvadz.” 

When the curtain opens, the rest of the people come forward for Holy Communion. After all have received Communion 
and the priest has offered the blessing, “Getso, Der, uz-zhoghovoortus ko…” (Save your people, Lord…), the curtain 
closes again while the deacons assist the priest in washing the chalice and putting all of the liturgical vessels and 
Communion cloths away. The priest then puts on his sandals and crown, which he had removed earlier in the Badarak. 
The closed curtain shields the people from the distraction of these tasks. All of this is going on as the choir sings the 
post-Communion hymns of thanksgiving, “Lutsak” and “Kohanamk.” When the curtain opens, the celebrant and altar 
servers come down from the altar area for the concluding rites and dismissal. 

 When the celebrant is a bishop, the curtain is sometimes also 
closed momentarily at the end of the Liturgy of the Word when 
the deacons chant, “Mee vok herakhayeets…” (Let none of the 
catechumens…draw near). During this time the bishop removes 
his khooyr (mitre), slippers, banageh (medallion of the Mother 
of God), episcopal ring, and emiporon (omophorion, the wide 
bishop’s stole that wraps around the shoulders and hangs 
down front and back to ankle level) in preparation for the 
Eucharist. 

The altar curtain found in Armenian and other eastern churches 
developed in imitation of the curtain that enclosed the inner 
sanctuary of the Jewish tabernacle [Exodus 26:1-12, 36:9-17] 
and the “Holy of holies” of the Jerusalem temple. This has led 
Armenian saints and theologians to associate the opening of 
the altar curtain during the Badarak with our reconciliation with 
God the Father through the sacrifice of Jesus Christ on the 
cross. At the moment of Jesus’ death “the curtain of the temple 
was torn in two, from top to bottom” [Matthew 27:51]. No 
longer is there a barrier between God and his faithful creatures. 
In the Badarak we celebrate Christ’s sacrifice that reunites us 
with our Creator through His loving grace. 
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HOUSE BLESSING (ՏՆՕՐՀՆԵՔ) 
 

 

One of the traditions of the Armenian Church is the Home Blessing Service. It symbolises the visit of Resurrected 
Christ the Upper House and blessing of the disciples (John 20:19). 

Priests and bishops visit the homes of the faithful on the occasions of Christmas (Theophany) and Easter (Holy 
Resurrection) to bring the good news of our Lord’s Nativity and Resurrection to bless them and their homes through 
a special Service. 

During the Service the priest prays to God and asks Him to keep the home, its inhabitants and the children in good 
health, so that they live a devout life, glorify the name of Almighty God and strengthen the Holy Church. 

Those faithful who want a priest to visit and bless their home are welcome to contact their respective parishes or the 
Primate’s Office. 

 

 

 

  

PRAYER OF THE MONTH  

We invite our faithful to pray for dialogue and harmony in Armenia, 

as well as for our bright young generation.  

 

MISSION STATEMENT OF THE MONTH 

Promoting dialogue and mutual understanding between different 

people and groups in the community  
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ARMENIAN STREET FESTIVAL 2018 

We are very pleased to announce that the location of the Festival has been confirmed, and this year it will take place 

at the North Acton Playing Fields on 15 July 2018. This date is also hosting the final of the World Cup and the 

Wimbledon men's final. So we are trying to make provision to stage these events on a big screen.  

The Bishop's office is also making hopeful approaches to Baroness Cox, patron of the British Heart Foundation to 

stage a charity mini marathon on the same day. 

As well as the above, there will be a football match AYA FC V THE SAMURAI of the Japanese community who are also 

staging an event similar to ours on the same day. 

Other activities such as races, tennis tournament, children's activities, face painting, are also being planned. And, 

don't forget our food and cultural stalls and live music. 

 

 

The Bishop’s office and the organisers are also looking for a sponsor to organise broadcasts and liverstreams from the 

Armenian Street Festival and other events and lectures. Please contact the Primate’s Office if you’d like to help us to 

bring our events to the wider community. 
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NEW PROGRAMMES AT THE BISHOP’S HOUSE 

Diocese of the Armenian Church of United Kingdom and Ireland and His Grace Bishop Hovakim Manukyan, Primate, 

are launching a series of brand new programmes at the Bishop’s House, open to everyone. Find out more 

information, upcoming dates and details on the website.  

• Armenian Christian Faith Lecture Series  

These lecture series will introduce the faith, theology, liturgy, sacraments and, generally, the spiritual heritage of the 

Armenian Church to the members of the community and wider interested audiences. 

• Spiritual Journey through the Bible: «Ուր երկու կամ երեք հոգի հաւաքուած լինեն իմ անունով, 

այնտեղ եմ ես, նրանց մէջ» 

The Primate, together with Bosik Gharapetian, is launching a new program of weekly Bible studies (every 

Wednesday) for the faithful of the community, who are in search of deeper understanding of their faith and Christian 

fellowship. These are not academic discussions, but a journey together through the Bible. 

• Discussion Group|Contemporary Social & Ethical Issues 

Curated and led by Dr Hratch Tchilingirian | Discussion of contemporary social and ethical issues, which are of 

concern for young professionals and members of the larger Armenian community. These evening gatherings will take 

place once a month, consisting of a 20-minute presentation on a given topic, followed by 50-60 minutes of open 

discussion. 

• Հայ Գիրքի Ակումբ 

Արմէն Սարուհանեանի ղեկավարութեամբ | Ամսական հանդիպումներ համայնքի ընթերցասէր 
անդամներուն համար (book club), որոնք կը փափաքին կարդալ եւ միասնաբար քննարկել Հայ 

գրականութեան նմուշներ, Հայ Եկեղեցւոյ ու մշակոյթին առընչուած գործեր եւ այլ հետաքրքրական 

նիւթեր: 

• Armenian ConneXtions 

Monthly after work informal gatherings for young professionals at the Bishop’s House to network and catch up with 

friends and the latest developments in the Armenian world 

• Coffee with the Bishop 

Informal visit and coffee meeting with Bishop Hovakim at the Bishop’s House to catch up on the latest news in the 

community, in Armenia and the Diaspora. 

 

All events are held at the “Bishop’s House” | 27 Haven Green | London W5 2NZ (Nearest tube: Ealing Broadway) 

For more information, please contact: Tel 0208 998 9210 | primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk 

http://armeniandiocese.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/DiocesanPrograms.pdf
mailto:primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk
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Crosses for men, women and children are available from the Primate’s office.  

Please call 0208 998 9210 or email primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk 

mailto:primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

9 May 2018, 19:00pm  
Bible Studies, led by His Grace Bishop Hovakim Manukyan and Bosik Gharapetian 
 
11 May 2018, 19:00pm 
Armenian Book Club (in Armenian): Led by Armen Saruhanyan  
 
18 May 2018, 19:00pm 
Christology of the Armenian Church: Rev Dr Nersess Nersessian 
Book Club  
 
31 May 2018, 19:00pm 
How much money do people need to be happy? Discussion Group, curated and led by Dr Hratch Tchilingirian 
 

1 June 2018, 19:00pm  
ARMENIAN CONNEXTIONS: Talk by architect Philip Gumuchdjian 
 
July, 2018 
Youth Gathering in the Mother See of Holy Etchmiadzin 
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The Armenian Church News publishes announcements of any Armenian organisation 
as it is an inclusive channel of communication.  
 
The objectives of CAN are to inform the wider publish and its constituency members 
about: 
 

• Activities of the Primate 

• Organisations under the auspices of the Primate: ACT UK, ACYF, Ladies Committee  

• Worldwide Armenian Church 

• Parishes 

• Upcoming events in the community  
 

The announcements about the community events (up to 150 words) are published upon the request of 
 a particular organisation.  

 
ACN do not raise funds on behalf of any other organisation except for Armenian Church (ACT UK, ACYF, Primate’s 

Office, Ladies Committee, St. Yeghiche, St. Sarkis, Holy Trinity, Dublin, Birmingham, Oxford).  
 

Editorial: 

The main objective of the diocesan e-newsletter is to serve and reach out to Armenians throughout the United 
Kingdom and Ireland. The community members and organisations are welcome to send their announcements for the 
e-newsletter, including information not only about public events but also about important family events such as 
christening, matrimony or passing away.   

*** 

Disclaimer: considering that there are many names in the coverage of events, it is possible that some of them are misspelled or incorrect. 
We apologise in advance for any misspelling.  

 
  
A Message from the Primate Office 
 
His Grace Bishop Hovakim Manukyan wishes to inform you that at the bottom of our weekly e-newsletter you 
will find the contacts of our Churches and Parishes in the UK and Ireland. Details are also available on the 
websites of the respective Churches and Parishes.  Please do not hesitate to contact any of these addresses if 
you need any help regarding Church services. You will receive a reply either from the Parish Council Chair or 
from the priest. 
 
If you encounter any kind of problems regarding communication with the above, please contact the Primacy 
(Առաջնորդարան) directly at the following address: 
 
Bishop Hovakim Manukyan 
The Primates Office 
27 Haven Green, 
London W5 2NZ 

Tel: 0208 998 9210 
e-mail: primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk 
Website | Facebook 
 

mailto:primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk
http://armeniandiocese.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/ArmenianChurchofGreatBritian/
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Services are held in the Armenian Churches in London every Sunday starting at 11:00 am.  In Manchester, there is a 
service on the 1st Sunday of the month.  For further details, please contact the parish nearest to you:  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Other Parishes of our Diocese: 
Dublin - www.armenians.ie 
Birmingham – St. Peter Church, 208 High St, Walsall, WS3 3LA. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Worship Services in the Armenian Churches 

 
Holy Trinity Armenian Church 

229 Upper Brook Street 
Manchester, M13 0FY 

Tel: 0161 273 1074 
www.armenianchurchmanchester.org 

1st SUNDAY OF THE MONTH 
 

 

 
St. Yeghiche Church 
13b Cranley Gardens 

Kensington, London SW7 3BB 
Tel: 020 7373 8133 

www.styeghiche.org.uk 
 

 

 
St. Sarkis Church 
Iverna Gardens 

Kensington, London, W8 6TP 
Tel: 020 7937 0152 

www.stsarkisparish.co.uk 

We invite those who have questions or wish to gain 
deeper understanding of the faith, moral 
discernment, teachings and traditions of the 
Armenian Church to contact the Office of the 
Diocese of the Armenian Church in United Kingdom 
and Ireland: 
 
His Grace Bishop Hovakim Manukyan 
The Primate’s Office 
27 Haven Green,  
London W5 2NZ  
 

Tel: 0208 998 9210 
 
Email: primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk 
 
Registered office address: 

Kemp House 152-160 City Road, London EC1V 2NX  

Website | Facebook  
 

http://www.armenians.ie/
http://www.armenianchurchmanchester.org/
http://www.styeghiche.org.uk/
http://www.stsarkisparish.co.uk/
mailto:primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk
http://armeniandiocese.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/ArmenianChurchofGreatBritian/

