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DUBLIN PRAYER SERVICE  
 

On a pleasant sunny 

evening, Sunday the 

22nd April, this 

year’s 103rd 

anniversary of the 

Armenian Genocide 

took place in Christ 

Church Cathedral, 

Dublin.  The service, 

which had been 

organised by the 

Armenian Church 

and Community in 

Ireland was presided 

over by Bishop 

Hovakim Manukyan, 

who had travelled 

from London. Also present at the service were church leaders from other denominations in 

Ireland, including the Church of Ireland Archbishop of Dublin, Dr Michael Jackson, The Dean 

of Christ Church Cathedral Dermot Dunne and Fr. Kieran McDermott, Administrator of St 

Mary’s Catholic Pro-Cathedral.  

Following a welcome by Archbishop Jackson, the service opened with a greeting from the 

Chairperson of the Armenian Church and Community, Ayda Sarafian–Lundon. 

The Honorary Consul of Armenia in Ireland, Mr. Ohan Yergainharsian, then addresses those 

present by outlining the backdrop and the subsequent events and consequences of the 

Armenian Genocide in which 1.5 million people died. He related how Armenian people 

worldwide gathered on or near April 24 each year to remember and honour the lives of their 

ancestors who died in the genocide. He stated that it was also a time to celebrate the survival 

of those who went on to build and create new lives in both Armenia and in the new homelands 

in which they settled and made such a contributed to their new communities while never 

forgetting their roots. He concluded by saying that many countries from around the world had 

now recognised the Armenian Genocide and he called on Ireland to do the same. 

An address was given by Dr. John Paul Newman, a lecturer in Twentieth Century European 

History in Maynooth University. He gave a very interesting insight into what happen in the 

Balkans during the reign of the Ottoman empire, the effect that this had down to the present 

day and the parallels with the Armenian experience before and after the Genocide.   
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Bishop Hovakim Manukyan then spoke with the congregation and he asked them to pray for justice for the victims of 

the Armenian Genocide. He said that the genocide in itself was a tragedy, but the continual denial of it ever taking 

place only increased the sense of injustice.  He concluded by praying that the victims of genocide would be fully 

recognised. 

Music and song on the evening was provided by Soloist Maral Krikor along with Violinist and Pianist Mr. Arsen Zacarean. 

Many people commented afterword’s on how moving it was, and the invaluable contribution it made to the whole 

ceremony.  Showing the diversity of the Armenian people, 7 young members of the community read the prayers on 

intercession in 7 different languages. 

At the service a collection was made towards SOAR Armenian Children Charity which is helping orphan children in 

Armenia. 

After the service, flowers were laid at the Armenian Khachkar Memorial in the grounds of Christ Church Cathedral. 
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ACTON PRAYER SERVICE 

On 23rd of April, on the 

occasion of 103rd 

anniversary of the 

Armenian Genocide, an 

ecumenical prayer 

service was served at St. 

Mary’s church, Acton. 

The service was presided 

over by His Grace Bishop 

Hovakim Manukyan and 

Bishop Peter of 

Willesden, Diocese of 

London. The prayer was 

attended by Syriac 

Orthodox Archbishop His 

Eminence Athanasius, 

the clergy of Anglican 

and Syriac churches. 

During his speech Bishop 

Hovakim Manukyan 

mentioned that unpunished crimes bring new crimes, and we pray for Middle East, because 100 years ago the same 

happened to Armenians what’s happening to people from different faiths today.  

‘’103 years ago, on April 24, 1915, leaders of the Young Turks, a nationalist party that had overthrown the Ottoman 

government, issued the order to arrest hundreds of Armenian citizens of the Ottoman Empire: intellectuals, civic and 

political leaders, teachers, writers, and members of the clergy. These Armenian leaders were imprisoned, tortured, and 

killed. It was the first step in the Young Turks’ systematic extermination of the Armenians from the Ottoman Empire – 

a campaign of ethnic cleansing by a regime promoting radical nationalism in a desperate attempt to retain power. As 

ambassadors, journalists, and missionaries would go on to document, the Ottoman answer to what they called “the 

Armenian question” resulted in the massacre of 1.5 million Armenians, wiping out more than 75% of the Armenian 

population in Eastern Anatolia and depopulating the whole of western Armenia of its indigenous inhabitants. During 

the same period, some seven hundred thousand Syriac Christians and hundreds of thousands of Greeks were killed in 

another genocide, which the Syriacs call “Sayfo” (‘by the sword’).  

Unfortunately, the lesson was not learned; this mistake of history was repeated just two and half decades later. In a 

speech authorizing the invasion of Poland and the ruthlessness with which his soldiers were to act, Adolf Hitler said, 

“Who, after all, speaks today of the annihilation of the Armenians? 

As followers of Jesus, we live in the hope of the Resurrection. We are believers in a reality that many others view as a 

fable. As Christians commemorating genocide in this Easter season, we, like the women at the tomb on that first Easter, 

are witnesses, and we proclaim the truth to a world where many do not believe. We are an Easter people – witnesses 

to resurrection, to hope; witnesses to the teachings of Jesus who commanded us to love one another.”  – Bishop 

Hovakim Manukyan said.  

Armenian prayers, biblical readings and hymns for canon of Holy Martyrs of 1915 were incorporated into the prayer 

services, which were sang by a joint choir of St. Yeghiche and St. Sarkiss churches, led by Hovhannes Arakelyan.  
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Members of the community, ACYO, Anglican and Syriac churches, children from the Armenian Sunday school read 

prayers for peace in Middle East, Armenia, England and for fraternity & reconciliation in the world.  

At the end of the service, Shakeh Major Tchilingirian led a circle dance of the participants outside the church, after 

which the Primate thanked Bishop Peter and Diocese of Willesdan as well as the choir and Shakeh Major Tchilingirian 

for their help with the event.  

*** 

We asked Shakeh Major Tchilingirian, artist and choreographer, (www.shakeh.info) to tell us more about the Circle of 

Life and its meaning.   

The purpose of this circle dance is to bring together members of all communities, to join hands in solidarity, harmony 

and dignity in memory of the victims of all atrocities committed around the world, especially crimes against humanity 

and genocides. Everyone will be invited to join in this "Circle of Life" towards friendship and human reconciliation. This 

is to be performed in an outdoor space to accommodate as large a number of participants as possible. The program 

will be about 15 minutes long and will consist of an introduction to the purpose of the commemorative gathering, a 

brief demonstration of the steps, and followed by the dance with everyone in the circle.  As we join hands and take 

steps together, we not only remember the victims but, more significantly, we affirm the dignity and value of lost human 

lives. 

 

 

 

http://www.shakeh.info/
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NURAN ZORLU: TRACES OF THE ARMENIAN HOMELAND 

Another new programme – Armenian Connextions, opened at the 

Bishop’s House in Ealing on Wednesday 25 April by award winning 

photographer Nuran Zorlu, who was visiting London from Australia. 

Nuran is a multi award-winning photographer with over 20 years of 

experience whose photographs have been selected as a finalist in 

prestigious awards such as ‘Head On’ and Sydney Morning Herald’s 

‘Shoot the Chef’. He is also a well-respected teacher of photography 

and is currently conducting workshops at the Art Gallery of NSW and a 

sort after judge for national photography competitions. In broader 

circles Nuran is known for his exhibitions and lectures that combine his 

first love of philosophy and history with his photography work.  

During his fascinating talk, the packed hall of The Bishop’s House 

travelled with Nuran through Iran, Turkey, Georgia and Armenia, not only admiring his beautiful photographs but 

learning about the history, architecture, art and culture of all the places he photographed – from the beautiful islands 

of Lake Van to the churches of Ispahan and Tbilisi. It was an emotionally charged, very interesting and captivating 

presentation, which was peppered by some short stories and anecdotes from Bishop Hovakim Manukyan.  

 

The next session of the Armenian Connextions will 

take place on 1 June, 2018, 19:00pm with architect 

Philip Gumuchdjian 

 

http://nuranzorlu.com/


Armenian Church News 

 

6 
 

DR HRATCH TCHILINGIRIAN OPENS THE SERIES ON 

CONTEMPORARY SOCIAL & ETHICAL ISSUES 

 

Another new programme started at The Bishop’s House this week – 

Discussions on Contemporary Social and Ethical Issues, curated and led by Dr 

Hratch Tchilingirian. 

The first discussion was on the reality of “fake news”, which has become part 

of daily living in recent years. As Jonathan Swift once wrote: “Falsehood flies, 

and the Truth comes limping after it,” According to a recent major study, a 

false story reaches people six times quicker, on average, than a true story does. 

And even as “false stories outperform the truth on every subject—including 

business, terrorism and war, science and technology and entertainment—fake 

news about politics regularly does best.  

In this session, Dr Tchilingirian discussed the effects of fake news on our 

individual as well as communal lives and the moral/ethical implications of the 

blurring of the “truth”. It was a very lively conversations with exciting debates, 

with the whole room participating, where religious, political, social and moral 

aspects of news and fake news were discussed. Dr Tchilingirian talked about 

how news and events were presented and perceived differently from Biblical to modern times. The participants talked 

about the importance of the truth, trust and perception, and while there wasn’t one ready answer for everything, Dr 

Tchilingirian urged all of us to be aware of fake news around us and live truthfully.  

*** 

Dr. Hratch Tchilingirian is a sociologist and a scholar of Armenian and Middle 

Eastern studies. In recent years he has  drawn attention to the plight of 

minorities and Christian communities in the Middle East, especially in academic 

and policy-making circles.  

As a public intellectual, his research, thinking and projects aim to make heritage 

identity, culture and language a living experience, especially in diasporic life. 

Following his PhD in sociology at the London School of Economics, he was 

director of research on Eurasia and lecturer at Cambridge University (2003-

2012).  

Since 2012, he is Associate of the Faculty of Oriental Studies at University of 

Oxford, focusing on Middle Eastern and Armenian studies, with a particular 

focus on identity politics, homeland-disaspora relations, sociology of religion, and inter-ethnic conflicts in the Middle 

East and Eurasia.  

He has lectured internationally and is the author of numerous academic studies and popular articles (www.hratch.info). 

Dr. Tchilingirian has held executive positions in academic institutions and charitable organizations and has served 

communities in various capacities and leadership positions for over three decades. He remains engaged in community 

life and takes active part in many civic and professional projects. 

The next session of this programme will take place on 31 May, and the topic is: How much money do people need to be 

happy? 
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THE GENOCIDE MARCH ON APRIL 21  

Demonstrators took to the streets of London on April 21 to commemorate and also ask for the recognition of the 

Genocide by British and Turkish governments. The march started at Marble Arch, where everyone joined with flags, 

banners and songs. The rally walked through the centre of London, with the community representatives and Bishop 

Hovakim Manukyan laying a wreath to The Cenotaph. 

 

Photographs: Edmond Terakopian  
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SPIRITUALITY - FREQUENTLY-ASKED QUESTIONS ON THE 

BADARAK: THE DIVINE LITURGY OF THE ARMENIAN CHURCH 

The next feature on Badarak, using V. Rev. Fr. Daniel Findikyan’s excellent book, 
published by St. Vartan Press in 2009.  

WHY DO WE USE INCENSE DURING THE BADARAK? 

The use of incense in the liturgies of the Armenian Church and of all the ancient 
churches is a pious practice that goes back to ancient times. Fragrant incense was 
offered to summon the pagan gods or simply as a pleasing offering to God. We 
find such customs continued in the Old Testament, where detailed provisions 
were made for the proper use of the incense in the temple [Exodus 30]. The 
Psalmist sings, “Let my prayer be counted as incense before you, and the lifting 
up of my hands as an evening sacrifice” [Psalm 140(141):2], a sentiment that we 
fully embrace in Armenian worship. According to the Gospel of Luke, the priest 
Zechariah was offering incense in the temple when an angel appeared to him 

announcing that he and Elizabeth would become the parents of John the Baptist [Luke 1:5-11]. This scene is recalled 
in the Armenian hymn Parekhosootyamp, which we sing while the priest offers incense during the procession around 
the church at the beginning of the Divine Liturgy (“We…offer incense before you, O Lord, as Zechariah did”).  

During the Badarak the priest and deacon offer incense to create a beautiful atmosphere for our worship, one that 
inspires us and reminds us of the sanctity of the place and the moment, and brings honor to God. Incense is routinely 
offered before the holy altar, the Gospel, the chalice and the sacred icons. The priest and deacon also frequently offer 
incense before the people, for example, during the procession at the beginning of the Badarak, and whenever the 
priest turns to offer “Peace to all” (Khaghaghootyoon amenetsoon). This is a uniquely Christian usage. It acknowledges 
that every person is created in the image of God and, moreover, that as baptized Christians, Jesus Christ, the Son of 
God, dwells within us.  

WHY DO WE STAND MOST OF THE TIME DURING THE BADARAK? 

In most cultures, one stands in the presence of a person of authority as a sign of respect. One thinks of a defendant 
standing in a court of law, or reporters standing when the President of the United States enters the room for a press 
conference. In the Old Testament, the Jewish people were accustomed to stand in prayer. This was considered the 
proper posture to acknowledge the Lord’s authority over them. When Jesus appeared to St. Paul on the road to 
Damascus, he instructed Paul to “Rise and stand upon your feet” before commissioning him to bring the Gospel to the 
nations [Acts 26:16]. In his instructions to the disciples, Jesus expects that his disciples will stand in prayer [Mark 11:25]. 
When we stand in worship we acknowledge that the Lord is our God, and we demonstrate our readiness and a proper 
attitude to hear his word and to receive his grace. 

The fathers of the early church interpreted upright posture during worship as a sign of our redeemed status before 
God. At the beginning of the Badarak, the deacon intones, “Let us bless the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has 
made us worthy to stand in this place of praise and to sing spiritual songs.” The fathers of the Armenian Church 
routinely compare our standing before the Lord during the liturgy with the Last Judgement, when we shall stand before 
our Lord in his heavenly court. Stepanos Siwnetsi (†735) urges us to “stand unabashed” in the liturgy, so that by the 
grace of the Lord, we may one day stand confidently before the Judgment seat of Christ. Our normal posture during 
the Divine Liturgy is standing because we are in the presence of God, especially through the Gospel and the Chalice.  

http://www.stnersess.edu/v-rev-fr-daniel-findikyan.html
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HOUSE BLESSING (ՏՆՕՐՀՆԵՔ) 
 

 

One of the traditions of the Armenian Church is the Home Blessing Service. It symbolises the visit of Resurrected 
Christ the Upper House and blessing of the disciples (John 20:19). 

Priests and bishops visit the homes of the faithful on the occasions of Christmas (Theophany) and Easter (Holy 
Resurrection) to bring the good news of our Lord’s Nativity and Resurrection to bless them and their homes through 
a special Service. 

During the Service the priest prays to God and asks Him to keep the home, its inhabitants and the children in good 
health, so that they live a devout life, glorify the name of Almighty God and strengthen the Holy Church. 

Those faithful who want a priest to visit and bless their home are welcome to contact their respective parishes or the 
Primate’s Office. 

 

 

 

  

PRAYER OF THE MONTH  

During this holy season of Easter, we pray for our home country, as 

we expect a lot of changes.  
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ARMENIAN STREET FESTIVAL 2018 

The Armenian Street Festival has outgrown its present location at Iverna Gardens, Kensington. 

With the blessing of the Bishop's office and the hard work of its employees and many volunteers, we have applied to 

the London Borough of Ealing to use the North Acton Playing Fields. 

This venue has been used by our community Football team AYA FC for league matches in the past. 

The date we have set is 15TH OF JULY.  

This date is also hosting the final of the World Cup and the Wimbledon men's final. So we are trying to make 

provision to stage these events on a BIG SCREEN. 

The Bishop's office is also making hopeful approaches to Baroness Cox, patron of the British Heart Foundation to 

stage a charity mini marathon on the same day. 

As well as the above, there will be a football match AYA FC V THE SAMURAI of the Japanese community who are also 

staging an event similar to ours on the same day. 

Other activities such as races, tennis tournament, children's activities, face painting, are also being planned. And, 

don't forget our food and cultural stalls and live music. 

So please watch this space and wish the best for our applications. 

 

The Bishop’s office and the organisers are also looking for a sponsor to organise broadcasts and liverstreams from the 

Armenian Street Festival and other events and lectures. Please contact the Primate’s Office if you’d like to help us to 

bring our events to the wider community. 
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NEW PROGRAMMES AT THE BISHOP’S HOUSE 

Diocese of the Armenian Church of United Kingdom and Ireland and His Grace Bishop Hovakim Manukyan, Primate, 

are launching a series of brand new programmes at the Bishop’s House, open to everyone. Find out more 

information, upcoming dates and details on the website.  

• Armenian Christian Faith Lecture Series  

These lecture series will introduce the faith, theology, liturgy, sacraments and, generally, the spiritual heritage of the 

Armenian Church to the members of the community and wider interested audiences. 

• Spiritual Journey through the Bible: «Ուր երկու կամ երեք հոգի հաւաքուած լինեն իմ անունով, 

այնտեղ եմ ես, նրանց մէջ» 

The Primate, together with Bosik Gharapetian, is launching a new program of weekly Bible studies (every 

Wednesday) for the faithful of the community, who are in search of deeper understanding of their faith and Christian 

fellowship. These are not academic discussions, but a journey together through the Bible. 

• Discussion Group|Contemporary Social & Ethical Issues 

Curated and led by Dr Hratch Tchilingirian | Discussion of contemporary social and ethical issues, which are of 

concern for young professionals and members of the larger Armenian community. These evening gatherings will take 

place once a month, consisting of a 20-minute presentation on a given topic, followed by 50-60 minutes of open 

discussion. 

• Հայ Գիրքի Ակումբ 

Արմէն Սարուհանեանի ղեկավարութեամբ | Ամսական հանդիպումներ համայնքի ընթերցասէր 
անդամներուն համար (book club), որոնք կը փափաքին կարդալ եւ միասնաբար քննարկել Հայ 

գրականութեան նմուշներ, Հայ Եկեղեցւոյ ու մշակոյթին առընչուած գործեր եւ այլ հետաքրքրական 

նիւթեր: 

• Armenian ConneXtions 

Monthly after work informal gatherings for young professionals at the Bishop’s House to network and catch up with 

friends and the latest developments in the Armenian world 

• Mr & Mrs Club 

Monthly evening gathering for couples to network and catch up with friends and the latest developments in Armenia 

and around the world. 

• Coffee with the Bishop 

Informal visit and coffee meeting with Bishop Hovakim at the Bishop’s House to catch up on the latest news in the 

community, in Armenia and the Diaspora. 

 

All events are held at the “Bishop’s House” | 27 Haven Green | London W5 2NZ (Nearest tube: Ealing Broadway) 

For more information, please contact: Tel 0208 998 9210 | primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk 

  

http://armeniandiocese.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/DiocesanPrograms.pdf
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Crosses for men, women and children are available from the Primate’s office.  

Please call 0208 998 9210 or email primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk 

mailto:primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk


Armenian Church News 

 

20 
 

 



Armenian Church News 

 

21 
 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

2 May 2018, 19:00pm  
Bible Studies, led by His Grace Bishop Hovakim Manukyan and Bosik Gharapetian 
 
5 May 2018 
Coffee with the Bishop 
 
12 May 2018, 19:00pm 
Armenian Book Club (in Armenian): Led by Armen Saruhanyan  
 
17 May 2018, 19:00pm 
Christology of the Armenian Church: Rev Dr Nersess Nersessian 
Book Club  
 
31 May 2018, 19:00pm 
How much money do people need to be happy? Discussion Group, curated and led by Dr Hratch Tchilingirian 
 

1 June 2018, 19:00pm  
ARMENIAN CONNEXTIONS: Talk by architect Philip Gumuchdjian 
 
July, 2018 
Youth Gathering in the Mother See of Holy Etchmiadzin 
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The Armenian Church News publishes announcements of any Armenian organisation 
as it is an inclusive channel of communication.  
 
The objectives of CAN are to inform the wider publish and its constituency members 
about: 
 

• Activities of the Primate 

• Organisations under the auspices of the Primate: ACT UK, ACYF, Ladies Committee  

• Worldwide Armenian Church 

• Parishes 

• Upcoming events in the community  
 

The announcements about the community events (up to 150 words) are published upon the request of 
 a particular organisation.  

 
ACN do not raise funds on behalf of any other organisation except for Armenian Church (ACT UK, ACYF, Primate’s 

Office, Ladies Committee, St. Yeghiche, St. Sarkis, Holy Trinity, Dublin, Birmingham, Oxford).  
 

Editorial: 

The main objective of the diocesan e-newsletter is to serve and reach out to Armenians throughout the United 
Kingdom and Ireland. The community members and organisations are welcome to send their announcements for the 
e-newsletter, including information not only about public events but also about important family events such as 
christening, matrimony or passing away.   

*** 

Disclaimer: considering that there are many names in the coverage of events, it is possible that some of them are misspelled or incorrect. 
We apologise in advance for any misspelling.  

 
  
A Message from the Primate Office 
 
His Grace Bishop Hovakim Manukyan wishes to inform you that at the bottom of our weekly e-newsletter you 
will find the contacts of our Churches and Parishes in the UK and Ireland. Details are also available on the 
websites of the respective Churches and Parishes.  Please do not hesitate to contact any of these addresses if 
you need any help regarding Church services. You will receive a reply either from the Parish Council Chair or 
from the priest. 
 
If you encounter any kind of problems regarding communication with the above, please contact the Primacy 
(Առաջնորդարան) directly at the following address: 
 
Bishop Hovakim Manukyan 
The Primates Office 
27 Haven Green, 
London W5 2NZ 

Tel: 0208 998 9210 
e-mail: primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk 
Website | Facebook 
 

mailto:primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk
http://armeniandiocese.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/ArmenianChurchofGreatBritian/
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Services are held in the Armenian Churches in London every Sunday starting at 11:00 am.  In Manchester, there is a 
service on the 1st Sunday of the month.  For further details, please contact the parish nearest to you:  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Other Parishes of our Diocese: 
Dublin - www.armenians.ie 
Birmingham – St. Peter Church, 208 High St, Walsall, WS3 3LA. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Worship Services in the Armenian Churches 

 
Holy Trinity Armenian Church 

229 Upper Brook Street 
Manchester, M13 0FY 

Tel: 0161 273 1074 
www.armenianchurchmanchester.org 

1st SUNDAY OF THE MONTH 
 

 

 
St. Yeghiche Church 
13b Cranley Gardens 

Kensington, London SW7 3BB 
Tel: 020 7373 8133 

www.styeghiche.org.uk 
 

 

 
St. Sarkis Church 
Iverna Gardens 

Kensington, London, W8 6TP 
Tel: 020 7937 0152 

www.stsarkisparish.co.uk 

We invite those who have questions or wish to gain 
deeper understanding of the faith, moral 
discernment, teachings and traditions of the 
Armenian Church to contact the Office of the 
Diocese of the Armenian Church in United Kingdom 
and Ireland: 
 
His Grace Bishop Hovakim Manukyan 
The Primate’s Office 
27 Haven Green,  
London W5 2NZ  
 

Tel: 0208 998 9210 
 
Email: primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk 
 
Registered office address: 

Kemp House 152-160 City Road, London EC1V 2NX  

Website | Facebook  
 

http://www.armenians.ie/
http://www.armenianchurchmanchester.org/
http://www.styeghiche.org.uk/
http://www.stsarkisparish.co.uk/
mailto:primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk
http://armeniandiocese.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/ArmenianChurchofGreatBritian/

