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BISHOP HOVAKIM MANUKYAN’S MESSAGE ON 

THE OCCASION OF  

THE INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY 

 

On the occasion of the International Day of Women and also upcoming Mother’s Day extend 
my blessings and congratulate mothers and sisters. 

It is a great joy for us to praise you and to appreciate your work and efforts in our national 
and spiritual lives. Due to your great contributions, zeal and care in our community and the 
Church, you affirm the biblical words that the grace of a kind and wise woman is worth more 
than gold. 

I wish you boundless happiness and may God bless you all. 

With best wishes and blessing, 

Bishop Hovakim Manukyan  
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MEETING OF THE COUNCIL OF  

ORIENTAL ORTHODOX CHURCHES 

 

Members of the Council of Oriental Orthodox Churches in Great Britain, including His Grace Bishop Hovakim 
Manukyan, met at Syriac Archdiocese in London on 6 March.  

They discussed questions related to their mission as well as shared news about their Churches in Iraq, Syria, 
Armenia, Ethiopia, Egypt, Eritrea and Jerusalem.  

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/iraq
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/syria
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SPIRITUALITY - FREQUENTLY-ASKED QUESTIONS ON THE 

BADARAK: THE DIVINE LITURGY OF THE ARMENIAN CHURCH 

We are starting a series of features on Badarak, using V. Rev. Fr. Daniel Findikyan’s 
excellent book, published by St. Vartan Press in 2009. 

HOW OLD IS OUR BADARAK? 

The heart of the “Badarak,” The Eucharist or Lord’s Supper, goes back to Jesus’ Last 
Supper in the Upper Room. The earliest reference to the Eucharist in the New 
Testament is found in St. Paul’s First Letter to the Corinthians, which was probably 
written in the mid-50’s of the first century. St. Paul discusses the Eucharist not as a 
novelty, but as an already established practice. So the Eucharist pre-dates even the 
New Testament.  

The earliest writings in the Armenian language, which date just after the creation 
of the alphabet in the early fifth century, already refer to the Badarak as an 

established church practice. There is no reason to doubt that the Badarak was being celebrated by scattered 
communities of Armenian Christians as soon as the Gospel was brought to Armenia, traditionally by the apostles 
Thaddeus and Bartholomew.  

Of course, the exact shape of the Divine Liturgy ceremony has evolved over the centuries. The Badarak celebrated by 
St. Nersess the Graceful in the twelfth century was surely quite different from the liturgy known to St. Gregory the 
Illuminator in the fourth century. However the fundamental structure of the service has remained basically the 
same. Holy Communion has always been the heart of the Badarak. A number of hymns and prayers sung in today’s 
Badarak go back centuries, some of them to the fifth century or earlier.  

WHO WROTE OUR BADARAK? 

No single person wrote all of the prayers and other texts that constitute our Armenian Divine Liturgy. The Badarak is 
the fruit of many people’s faith and religious creativity over a period of centuries. The ancient manuscripts 
containing the text of the Badarak attribute certain texts to church fathers such as St. Gregory the Illuminator, St. 
Athanasius of Alexandria (†373), St. John Chryrostom (†407) and St. Hovhannes Mantakuni (†490). Often such 
medieval attributions were not intended to indicate the actual author of a text, but rather to accentuate its 
orthodoxy by associating it with a church authority whose reputation was impeccable. While they may not indicate 
the actual person who composed an element of the liturgy, such attributions often do preserve the date or place 
when the Armenians adopted that element.  

For example, the short renunciation following the Nicene Creed, “Eesg vork asenn” (As for those who say there was a 
time when the Son was not…), is attributed to St. Gregory the Illuminator. It is actually found in a Syriac creed which 
may well go back to the time of St. Gregory or his immediate descendants. Very few of the Armenian liturgical texts 
ascribed to St. John Chrysostom were actually authored by him, but they are all indeed translations from Greek.  

On the other hand, the authors of some pieces of the Badarak are known to us. St. Gregory of Narek (†1000 AD) 
composed the theologically sophisticated Prayer to the Holy Spirit offered by the celebrant at the beginning of the 
Divine Liturgy. Khachadoor Daronatsi (13th c.) composed the hymn Khorhoort khoreen (Great Mystery). 

 

http://www.stnersess.edu/v-rev-fr-daniel-findikyan.html
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Many of the hymns of the Badarak are either lifted verbatim out of the Bible, or are composed of a chain of Bible 
quotations. The hymn Soorp soorp (Holy, holy, holy Lord of hosts…) is a fusion of Isaiah 6:3 and Matthew 21:9. The 
Communion hymn, Orhnyal eh Asdvadz (Blessed is God, Christ is sacrificed) is composed of verses from Psalms 34 
and 150. St. Nersess Shnorhali (†1173) gave the hymn its present form.  

Comparative study of liturgical traditions has shown that many of the texts of the Badarak were adopted from 
neighboring Christian liturgies and translated into Armenian. Marmeen deroonagan (The Body of the Lord) is a 
translation of an ancient Syriac hymn. The prayers accompanying the vesting of the celebrant are translations from 
Latin. The song of the angels, Hreshdagayeen, has parallels in Georgian, and in the Syriac hymn book of Severus of 
Antioch († c.540 AD). 

Despite the diversity of sources and authors, the growth and evolution of the Badarak was not haphazard. It was a 
process continually controlled by the worshiping church community spread across Armenia, and later, throughout 
the world, over a period of centuries. Only those prayers that corresponded to the community’s experience and 
perception of Christ and the mystery of our salvation in Him could earn the affection of the people and the staying 
power necessary to become rooted in our Divine Liturgy. We believe that the Holy Spirit guides the Armenian Church 
in the preservation of “our true and holy faith” (jushmareed yev soorp havadooys mero) as the deacon’s litany 
proclaims. There are hymns and prayers that were inserted into the liturgy at various times, but soon fell out of use 
because they failed to receive the consent of the vartabeds, the hierarchy and the local church parishes offering 
them regularly in their worship. 

We will probably never know precisely who penned many of the other prayers of our Divine Liturgy. Yet we celebrate 
and pray our Badarak confident in the assurance that its words reflect the deepest Christian convictions of the 
Armenian people, a sacred and unique witness to Christ and His Gospel. 
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FR SHNORK VISITS K. TAHTA SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Last Sunday 4th March 2018 Fr. Shnork Bagdassarian, Pastor of St Sarkis Armenian Church, visited Kevork Tahta 
Armenian Community Sunday School in Acton and presided over the Morning Assembly. 

Fr Shnork conducted a short church service with active participation of school children.  It was a joy to see the school 
pupils singing Armenian Liturgical hymns and reciting prayers in Armenian. During the short homily Fr Shnork 
explained the meaning of Great Lent and taught the children the importance of prayer and being kind to each other. 

Later in the day Father Shnork run a small 
discussion group with the participation of some 
parents and school governors. The topic of 
discussion was the Great Lent, fasting and its 
spiritual significance.  This session, which lasted 
just over 30 minutes, was based on chapter 6 of 
Mathew's Gospel.  Fr Shnork stated that fasting 
alone does not offer any spiritual fulfilment.  It 
should be accompanied by prayer and good 
deeds.  ‘Fasting, prayer and good deeds are the 
three pillars of spiritual fulfilment as the basis of 
our Lenten preparation for Easter’, he said. 

The event was very interesting, educational and 
highly recommended, the participants were 
actively involved. The session was completed by 
some questions and answers. 

Susanna Tatulyan, Parent 
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NEWS IN BRIEF  
 

IN MEMORIAM OF THE INNOCENT ARMENIAN VICTIMS OF SUMGAIT, BAKU AND OTHER 

CITIES 
  

 
 

Special service in memoriam of the innocent Armenian victims of Sumgait, Baku and other cities took place in St. 

Yeghiche Church on 4 March, respecting the memories of all those innocent victims, with Bishop Hovakim Manukyan 

and Armenian Embassy representatives headed by Armen Liloyan. 
 

MIJINQ LUNCHEON  

 
Mijinq Luncheon took place in St. Yeghiche Church on 7th 

March 2018. Thank you to the ACC Ladies Committee and St 

Yeghiche Ladies Guild for all their hard work in organising 

yet another successful event. 
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This Sunday (11th March) at 2pm, at St. Yegiche, Birthright Armenia will be presenting their exciting programme to 

young Armenians in London. If you are young, ambitious and looking for an opportunity for personal fulfilment that 

is both memorable and fun, then this event is a must. Take that first step towards immersing yourself in an 

unforgettable experience! 

 

The programme's Country Director, Sevan Kabakian, will tell you more about Birthright Armenia and he will also be 

joined by some of Birthright's alumni who will share their experience with the audience. The presentation will be 

followed by a Q&A session where you can ask about the application process, perks of the programme etc. At the end 

of the event you are welcome to join the networking session where we will be offering light refreshments🍸.  

 

Birthright Armenia in a nutshell: 🇦🇲 The programme gives young people the opportunity to volunteer, or do 

professional internships, in Armenia in order to connect with their homeland. This includes at least 30 hours of 

volunteering per week, Armenian language classes, weekly excursions, the opportunity to live with a host family and 

last but by no means least cultural education about our wonderful motherland. The programme runs all year round 

and is an amazing opportunity to absorb oneself in Armenian culture. Many participants say that they had an 

unforgettable experience and highly recommend it to fellow Armenians. The programme aims to financially facilitate 

these experiences and is therefore affordable. 

 

To learn more about Birthright Armenia visit their website www.birthrightarmenia.org and Facebook page 

https://www.facebook.com/BirthrightArmenia 

  

https://www.facebook.com/BirthrightArmenia/
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.birthrightarmenia.org%2F&h=ATPadiPGdBc6GeWLmGv9fRbz-z2V-WYkCdP0wE0Mt0A3b74eJT_DplVufzvf3W4lj36Hfc-mtyLI0H-T196g-1NK68GHOtin-5psq1AYjFpYuebX8-q1qGODr16W_OZjcrE
https://www.facebook.com/BirthrightArmenia
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Crosses for men, women and children are available from the Primate’s office.  

Please call 0208 127 8364 or email primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk 

mailto:primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk
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FUNDRAISING FOR THE SOCIETY FOR ORPHANED ARMENIAN 

RELIEF (SOAR) 

 

 The Society for Orphaned Armenian Relief (SOAR) is a global charity 

providing humanitarian relief to orphaned Armenian children 

throughout the world. Through their steadfast humanitarian relief 

efforts, SOAR strive to provide orphaned Armenians with resources 

fundamental to their physical, emotional, and intellectual 

development and over time, aim to provide this underprivileged 

population with the tools necessary to become accomplished, 

educated, and self-supporting Armenians. 

 

To raise funds for SOAR, Vatche Cherchian the president of SOAR 

London chapter and chapter members Mariam Safaryan and Marina 

Mograbyan all successfully completed respective 10K runs at Osterley Park and Regent's Park in December. Together 

they raised over £3,200 in donations which will be spent on helping the current needs of some of the orphanages in 

Armenia. Further funds were also raised by selling handmade Christmas cards (made by the orphans themselves) at 

the Christmas Carol Service on Sunday 10th December at St Yeghishe Church. 

 

SOAR would like to thank Bishop Hovakim Manukyan, Father Shnork Baghdassarian and ACYO for their support and 

look forward to working together again in the future. SOAR would also like to thank all our supporters for their kind 

and generous donations thus far. 

 

For more information and support or if you would like to donate to this cause then please visit their respective 

donation pages below: 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/vatche-cherchian 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/mariamsafaryan 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/marina-mograbyan 

http://soar-us.org/ 

 

  

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/vatche-cherchian
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/mariamsafaryan
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/marina-mograbyan
http://soar-us.org/
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HOUSE BLESSING (ՏՆՕՐՀՆԵՔ) 
 

One of the traditions of the Armenian Church is the Home Blessing Service. 
It symbolises the visit of Resurrected Christ the Upper House and blessing of 
the disciples (John 20:19). 

Priests and bishops visit the homes of the faithful on the occasions of 
Christmas (Theophany) and Easter (Holy Resurrection) to bring the good 
news of our Lord’s Nativity and Resurrection to bless them and their homes 
through a special Service. 

During the Service the priest prays to God and asks Him to keep the home, 
its inhabitants and the children in good health, so that they live a devout 
life, glorify the name of Almighty God and strengthen the Holy Church. 

House Blessing Services:    those faithful who want a priest to visit and bless 
their home are welcome to contact their respective parishes or the 
Primate’s Office. 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

A Message from the Primate Office 
 
His Grace Bishop Hovakim Manukyan wishes to inform you that at the bottom of our weekly e-newsletter you 
will find the contacts of our Churches and Parishes in the UK and Ireland. Details are also available on the 
websites of the respective Churches and Parishes.  Please do not hesitate to contact any of these addresses if 
you need any help regarding Church services. You will receive a reply either from the Parish Council Chair or 
from the priest.  
 
If you encounter any kind of problems regarding communication with the above, please contact the Primacy 
(Առաջնորդարան) directly at the following address:  
 
Bishop Hovakim Manukyan 
The Primates Office 
No. 3, 27 Haven Green,  
London W5 2NZ  
Tel: + 44 (0) 208 127 8364 
 
e-mail: primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk  
Website | Facebook  
 

 

mailto:primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk
http://armeniandiocese.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/ArmenianChurchofGreatBritian/
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

Bible Studies at The Bishop’s House 
Every Wednesday during Lent, 19:00 pm 
 
Liturgy of the hour of peace and rest 
Every Friday during Lent, 18:30 pm 
 
1 April 2018, 14:00  
Easter family celebration at Holiday Inn Kensington  
 
2 April 2018, 12:00  
Divine Liturgy in Dublin   
 

May 2018 (details tbc) 
Mother's Day Celebrations 
 

July, 2018 
Youth Gathering in the Mother See of Holy Etchmiadzin 
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The Armenian Church News publishes announcements of any Armenian organisation as it is an inclusive channel 
of communication.  
 
The objectives of CAN are to inform the wider publish and its constituency members about: 
 

• Activities of the Primate 

• Organisations under the auspices of the Primate: ACT UK, ACYF, Ladies Committee  

• Worldwide Armenian Church 

• Parishes 

• Upcoming events in the community  
 

The announcements about the community events (up to 150 words) are published upon the request of 
 a particular organisation.  

ACN do not raise funds on behalf of any other organisation except for Armenian Church (ACT UK, ACYF, Primate’s 
Office, Ladies Committee, St. Yeghiche, St. Sarkis, Holy Trinity, Dublin, Birmingham, Oxford).  

 
Editorial: 

The main objective of the diocesan e-newsletter is to serve and reach out to Armenians throughout the United 
Kingdom and Ireland. The community members and organisations are welcome to send their announcements for the 
e-newsletter, including information not only about public events but also about important family events such as 
christening, matrimony or passing away.   

*** 

Disclaimer: considering that there are many names in the coverage of events, it is possible that some of them are misspelled or incorrect. 
We apologise in advance for any misspelling.  
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Services are held in the Armenian Churches in London every Sunday starting at 11:00 am.  In Manchester, there is a 
service on the 1st Sunday of the month.  For further details, please contact the parish nearest to you:  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Other Parishes of our Diocese: 
Dublin - www.armenians.ie 
Birmingham – St. Peter Church, 208 High St, Walsall, WS3 3LA. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Worship Services in the Armenian Churches 

 
Holy Trinity Armenian Church 

229 Upper Brook Street 
Manchester, M13 0FY 

Tel: 0161 273 1074 
www.armenianchurchmanchester.org 

1st SUNDAY OF THE MONTH 
 

 

 
St. Yeghiche Church 
13b Cranley Gardens 

Kensington, London SW7 3BB 
Tel: 020 7373 8133 

www.styeghiche.org.uk/ 

 

 
St. Sarkis Church 
Iverna Gardens 

Kensington, London, W8 6TP 
Tel: 020 7937 0152 

www.stsarkisparish.co.uk 

We invite those who have questions or wish to gain 
deeper understanding of the faith, moral 
discernment, teachings and traditions of the 
Armenian Church to contact the Office of the 
Diocese of the Armenian Church in United Kingdom 
and Ireland: 
 
His Grace Bishop Hovakim Manukyan 
The Primate’s Office 
No. 3, 27 Haven Green,  
London W5 2NZ  
Tel: 0208 127 8364 
Email: primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk 
 
Registered office address: 

Kemp House 152-160 City Road, London EC1V 2NX  

Website | Facebook  
 

http://www.armenians.ie/
http://www.armenianchurchmanchester.org/
http://www.stsarkisparish.co.uk/
mailto:primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk
http://armeniandiocese.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/ArmenianChurchofGreatBritian/

