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Dedication and Liturgy celebrating the 40th anniversary of 

Kevork Tahta community Sunday school 
 

 

On October 14th, the Primate celebrated the Divine Liturgy at St.Yeghiche Armenian 
Church on the occasion of the feast of Holy Translators. This celebration also took place to 
mark the 40th anniversary of the formation of K.Tahta Community Sunday School. During 
the Divine Liturgy, three long-standing and committed teachers; Mrs Mayda Cherchian, Mrs 
Anna Henden and Mrs Sylvia Shamasian were decorated with special encyclicals of 
blessings by His Holiness Karekin II, Supreme Patriarch and Catholicos of All Armenians. 
At the end of the liturgy, there was a remembrance prayer for deceased teachers and the 
main benefactor of the school Kevork Tahta. 
 
Congratulating the school, its’ teachers and students, the Primate also spoke about the 
Holy Translators and how the Church supported the school historically and at present. 
Concluding his remarks, he said “God has gifted us with the alphabet and literature, which 
guaranteed the survival of our nation. I believe that this is one of the reasons why our 
people remained faithful to Christ even at the very difficult moments of its history.” 
 
After the liturgy, Consul Hayarpi Drmeyan presented to Headmaster Ruzanna Tatulyan and 
teachers of the Sunday school the certificates of the Ministry of Diaspora for their dedicated 
service to the Motherland. 
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The Primate attended the Gala Dinner on the occasion of the 40th anniversary of 
the Armenian Sunday Kevork Tahta Community school 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

On October 13 the Kevork Tahta Armenian Community Sunday School celebrated its 40th 
anniversary in London at the Double Tree Hotel, Ealing. 
 
His Grace Bishop Hovakim Manukyan, Primate of the diocese of the Armenian Church in the 
United Kingdom and Ireland extended his blessings to the participants and congratulated the 
school on its jubilee celebration. Ms. Hayarpi Drmeyan, Consul, delivered remarks on behalf of the 
Armenian Embassy. During the event, Mrs. Ruzanna Tatulyan Headmaster of the Sunday School, 
Mrs Anahit Kazaryans, former Headmaster of the Sunday School and Mr. Armand Abramian, 
Chairman of the ACCUK , delivered congratulatory speeches.There was an entertaining program 
organised by alumni of the school. 
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The Spirit of Armenia by Baroness Cox 

 
 

 
 
 
HG Bishop Hovakim Manukyan, welcomed Baroness Cox to the Bishop’s house to talk in detail about issues 
surrounding Artsakh. She mentioned her numerous visits and highlighted the suffering that people have endured 
through the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict and the importance of observing the current situation in the Republic and 
its achievements. During the lecture, she passionately explained the great resilience people have shown through 
their suffering and the destruction they have witnessed around them. 
HG Bishop Hovakim presented Baroness Cox with a book titled: (Armenia, Land around Mount Ararat) and 
thanked her for her efforts in raising awareness of the situation in Artsakh. 
We also had a representative from The Armenian Embassy Foreign Affairs Consul, Ms Hayarpi Drmeyan who 
congratulated Baroness Cox for her tireless work for our nation. Aspram Krepyan, who is a university student in 
Oxford, spoke about her personal experiences of Artsakh. The lecture followed by an enjoyable reception, 
organised by the ladies committee and Nazeni Tea was served by Arleen Ouzounian. 

The event was attended by leader of Ealing Council, Cllr Julian Bell. 

 

 



Armenian Church News 

 

5 
 

 

 

 

    
 

  

 



Armenian Church News 

 

6 
 

Ecumenical 

Peace in War & Justice in Peace 

 
On Tuesday evening, Chiswick Churches for Justice and Peace (CCJP) organised at Christ Church (overlooking 

the Green in W4) the fifth and final annual ecumenical event commemorating the centenary of WWI and the 

anniversary of what had become popular on social media as #Armistice100. 

The two co-speakers were Fr Laurence Freeman, Director of the World Community for Christian Meditation, and 

our own Dr Harry Hagopian who has written extensively on genocide and was previously associated with the 

Campaign for Recognition of the Armenian Genocide (CRAG). In front of a full church, Fr Laurence spoke about 

the concepts of forgiveness and reconciliation after conflict and genocide. He expounded on how we Christians 

deal with conflict in our lives and how meditation could help us in practical ways. 

Dr Hagopian delivered a powerful and at times moving talk on the Armenian Genocide. Using five personal 

stories that had to do with the genocide, he elicited from those experiences the five messages of pain, denial, 

friendship, outreach and aggression. Together, they defined hopefulness versus hopelessness. He also talked 

about the International law concept of “affirmation by denial” and crisscrossed his final political thoughts between 

1915 and 2018. 

 

The organisers were also happy to welcome HG Bishop Hovakim, our Primate, who was also invited to say a 

few words. Hovakim Serpazan, who had been accompanied by Fr Shnork, spoke about forgiveness and about 

his own family experiences with the genocide. 

 

Concluding the event was Ruth Cadbury, MP, who acknowledged that the UK had failed to recognise the 

Armenian Genocide. And the final thought was the reading of a short poem written by the Palestinian Christian 

Naïm Ateek who for many years had directed the Sabeel Liberation Theology Institute in Jerusalem. 

Fr Laurence Freeman and Dr Harry Hagopian were both interviewed separately by Chiswick Buzz TV which also 

covered the proceedings of whole three-hour event. Once the material is posted on their website and also 

uploaded on You-Tube, our news e-bulletin will share the links with our readers.  

By Dr.Harry Hagopian 
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Annual meeting with Anglican and Eastern Churches Association 
 

 

 

On October 15, the Anglican and Eastern Churches Association organised the annual Orthodox Reception. 

Bishops, priests and laymen from a number of Eastern and Oriental Orthodox Churches attended the event 

along with their Anglican counterparts. The Anglican President, Bishop Christopher of Southwark spoke about 

their recent pilgrimage to Armenia as well as about the other projects implemented by the association. 

Archbishop Angaelos of London, of the Coptic Church, and the President of the AECA Fr William Taylor 

addressed the event. With the blessings of His Grace Bishop Hovakim Manukyan Rev. Fr. Shnork Bagdasarian 

and Rev. Fr. Nshan Alaverdyan attended the event on behalf of the Armenian Church. Rev. Fr. Shnork 

Bagdasarian is a member of the Executive Committee of the association. 
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ARMENIAN CHILDREN'S CLUB - ԼՈՅՍ ՄԱՆԿԱՆՑ  
 

The Bishop’s House comes alive with the sound of children laughing and singing every second Saturday. See some 

pictures from the last session – we think we all should learnt innocence and praying from children.  
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SPIRITUALITY –  

FREQUENTLY-ASKED QUESTIONS ON THE BADARAK: THE 

DIVINE LITURGY OF THE ARMENIAN CHURCH 
A feature on Badarak, from V. Rev. Fr. Daniel Findikyan’s excellent book 

 

WHAT IS THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN MAHS BREAD AND HOLY COMMUNION? 

 

At the beginning of the Divine Liturgy, after the curtain has been closed for the first time, the deacon presents a tray 

of unleavened bread to the priest, including several small, round loaves called “nushkhar.” The priest blesses the 

bread, then selects one of the “nushkhark,” which he places on the paten (maghzman). This is the bread that will be 

the focus of all of the prayers of the Divine Liturgy, and which will be distributed in Holy Communion. We believe 

that by God’s grace, what we receive in Holy Communion is not mere bread, but the life-giving body of Jesus Christ. 

 

The remaining blessed bread is put aside. This “mahs,” which means “portion” in Armenian, is offered to the faithful 

at the end of the Divine Liturgy. It is especially intended for those who, for some reason were not able to receive 

Holy Communion. It is often taken home to loved ones who were unable to come to the Badarak to receive 

Communion. It becomes their “portion” of the day’s Eucharistic meal. 

 

35. CAN I RECEIVE MAHS AT THE END OF THE DIVINE LITURGY EVEN IF I HAVE RECEIVED HOLY COMMUNION? 

 

Mas is intended as a “consolation gift” for those faithful who, for some reason, were not able to receive the church’s 

greatest gift during the Badarak, Holy Communion. Often people take mas home and give it to friends and family 

members who were prevented from coming to church. Through the mas they become a part of the Badarak 

celebration even though they have not received Communion. While specifically intended for those who have not 

received Communion, there is no reason to prevent those who have received Communion on a given day from also 

receiving mas. 

 

 Very Reverend Fr. Daniel Findikyan is the new Diocesan Primate of The 

Eastern Diocese of the Armenian Church of America. He is also a 

Professor of Liturgical Studies at St. Nersess Armenian Seminary in New 

Rochelle, New York, and Director of the Krikor and Clara Zohrab 

Information Center of the Diocese of the Armenian Church (Eastern), New 

York. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.stnersess.edu/v-rev-fr-daniel-findikyan.html
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PROGRAMMES AT THE BISHOP’S HOUSE 

Diocese of the Armenian Church of United Kingdom and Ireland and His Grace Bishop Hovakim Manukyan, Primate, 

are restarting a series of programmes at the Bishop’s House after the summer break, open to everyone – details 

coming soon.  

Armenian Christian Faith Lecture Series  

These lecture series will introduce the faith, theology, liturgy, sacraments and, generally, the spiritual heritage of the 

Armenian Church to the members of the community and wider interested audiences. 

Spiritual Journey through the Bible: «Ուր երկու կամ երեք հոգի հաւաքուած լինեն իմ անունով, 

այնտեղ եմ ես, նրանց մէջ» 

The Primate, is launching a new program of weekly Bible studies (every Wednesday) for the faithful of the 

community, who are in search of deeper understanding of their faith and Christian fellowship. These are not 

academic discussions, but a journey together through the Bible. 

Discussion Group|Contemporary Social & Ethical Issues 

Curated and led by Dr Hratch Tchilingirian | Discussion of contemporary social and ethical issues, which are of 

concern for young professionals and members of the larger Armenian community. These evening gatherings will take 

place once a month, consisting of a 20-minute presentation on a given topic, followed by 50-60 minutes of open 

discussion. 

Հայ Գիրքի Ակումբ 

Արմէն Սարուհանեանի ղեկավարութեամբ | Ամսական հանդիպումներ համայնքի ընթերցասէր 

անդամներուն համար (book club), որոնք կը փափաքին կարդալ եւ միասնաբար քննարկել Հայ 

գրականութեան նմուշներ, Հայ Եկեղեցւոյ ու մշակոյթին առընչուած գործեր եւ այլ հետաքրքրական 

նիւթեր: 

Armenian ConneXtions 

Monthly after work informal gatherings for young professionals at the Bishop’s House to network and catch up with 

friends and the latest developments in the Armenian world 

Coffee with the Bishop 

Informal visit and coffee meeting with Bishop Hovakim at the Bishop’s House to catch up on the latest news in the 

community, in Armenia and the Diaspora. 

Armenian Children’s Club  

Children can learn about Armenian faith through fun and games, led by Anna Henden.  

 

All events are held at the “Bishop’s House” | 27 Haven Green | London W5 2NZ (Nearest tube: Ealing Broadway) 

For more information, please contact: Tel 0208 998 9210 | primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk 

 

 

mailto:primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

 
Lecture and Reception by Ara Koçunyan, editor-in-chief of Jamanak 

newspaper 
@Bishop's House 

on 2nd November at 7:30 PM 
 

Armenian Boat Party 
on 10th November at 7:00 PM 

 
Bible Studies 

@Bishop's House 
 at 7:30 PM Every Wednesday 

 
Armenian Children’s Club November 3rd @2pm 
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Please email the primate’s office or call to confirm your attendance as the places are limited:  

Tel: 0208 998 9210  or email: primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk 
 
 

 

mailto:primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk
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PARISH LIFE  
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With the blessing of his Grace Hovakim Manukyan, Fr Nshan Alaverdyan is introducing a series of programmes at St. 

Yeghiche Parish of the Diocese.  
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HOUSE BLESSING (ՏՆՕՐՀՆԵՔ) 
 

 

One of the traditions of the Armenian Church is the Home Blessing Service. It symbolises the visit of Resurrected 
Christ the Upper House and blessing of the disciples (John 20:19). 

Priests and bishops visit the homes of the faithful on the occasions of Christmas (Theophany) and Easter (Holy 
Resurrection) to bring the good news of our Lord’s Nativity and Resurrection to bless them and their homes through 
a special Service. 

During the Service the priest prays to God and asks Him to keep the home, its inhabitants and the children in good 
health, so that they live a devout life, glorify the name of Almighty God and strengthen the Holy Church. 

Those faithful who want a priest to visit and bless their home are welcome to contact their respective parishes or the 
Primate’s Office. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE MONTH  

We invite our faithful to pray for everyone lonely and needing 

support.  
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Crosses for men, women and children are available from the Primate’s office.  

Please call 0208 998 9210 or email primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk 

mailto:primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk
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The Armenian Church News publishes announcements of any Armenian organisation 
as it is an inclusive channel of communication.  
 
The objectives of CAN are to inform the wider publish and its constituency members 
about: 
 

 Activities of the Primate 

 Organisations under the auspices of the Primate: ACT UK, ACYF, Ladies 
Committee  

 Worldwide Armenian Church 

 Parishes 

 Upcoming events in the community  
 

The announcements about the community events (up to 150 words) are published upon the request of 
 a particular organisation.  

 
ACN do not raise funds on behalf of any other organisation except for Armenian Church (ACT UK, ACYF, Primate’s 

Office, Ladies Committee, St. Yeghiche, St. Sarkis, Holy Trinity, Dublin, Birmingham, Oxford).  
 

Editorial: 

The main objective of the diocesan e-newsletter is to serve and reach out to Armenians throughout the United 
Kingdom and Ireland. The community members and organisations are welcome to send their announcements for the 
e-newsletter, including information not only about public events but also about important family events such as 
christening, matrimony or passing away.   

*** 

Disclaimer: considering that there are many names in the coverage of events, it is possible that some of them are misspelled or incorrect. 
We apologise in advance for any misspelling.  

 
  
A Message from the Primate Office 
 
His Grace Bishop Hovakim Manukyan wishes to inform you that at the bottom of our weekly e-newsletter you 
will find the contacts of our Churches and Parishes in the UK and Ireland. Details are also available on the 
websites of the respective Churches and Parishes.  Please do not hesitate to contact any of these addresses if 
you need any help regarding Church services. You will receive a reply either from the Parish Council Chair or 
from the priest. 
 
If you encounter any kind of problems regarding communication with the above, please contact the Primacy 
(Առաջնորդարան) directly at the following address: 
 
Bishop Hovakim Manukyan 
The Primates Office 
27 Haven Green, 
London W5 2NZ 

Tel: 0208 998 9210 
e-mail: primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk 
Website | Facebook 
 

mailto:primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk
http://armeniandiocese.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/ArmenianChurchofGreatBritian/
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Services are held in the Armenian Churches in London every Sunday starting at 11:00 am. In Manchester, there is a 
service on the 1st Sunday of the month.  For further details, please contact the parish nearest to you:  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Other Parishes of our Diocese: 
Dublin - www.armenians.ie 
Birmingham – St. Peter Church, 208 High St, Walsall, WS3 3LA. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Worship Services in the Armenian Churches 

 
Holy Trinity Armenian Church 

229 Upper Brook Street 
Manchester, M13 0FY 

Tel: 0161 273 1074 
www.armenianchurchmanchester.org 

1
st

 SUNDAY OF THE MONTH 
 

 

 
St. Yeghiche Church 
13b Cranley Gardens 

Kensington, London SW7 3BB 
Tel: 020 7373 8133 

www.styeghiche.org.uk 
 

 

 
St. Sarkis Church 
Iverna Gardens 

Kensington, London, W8 6TP 
Tel: 020 7937 0152 

www.stsarkisparish.co.uk 

We invite those who have questions or wish to gain 
deeper understanding of the faith, moral 
discernment, teachings and traditions of the 
Armenian Church to contact the Office of the 
Diocese of the Armenian Church in United Kingdom 
and Ireland: 
 
His Grace Bishop Hovakim Manukyan 
The Primate’s Office 
27 Haven Green,  
London W5 2NZ  
 

Tel: 0208 998 9210 
 
Email: primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk 
 
Registered office address: 

Kemp House 152-160 City Road, London EC1V 2NX  

Website | Facebook  
 

http://www.armenians.ie/
http://www.armenianchurchmanchester.org/
http://www.styeghiche.org.uk/
http://www.stsarkisparish.co.uk/
mailto:primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk
http://armeniandiocese.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/ArmenianChurchofGreatBritian/

