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GARDEN PARTY AT THE BISHOP’S HOUSE  

 

On 16 June, a lively company was gathered at the Bishop’s House to share food, socialise 

and also discuss the future plans about the programmes taking place at the House. His 

Grace Bishop Hovakim Manukyan talked about the popularity of the current projects - 

Bible Studies, Armenian Connextions, The Book Club, Coffee with the Bishop gatherings 

etc.  

Hrachik Sarian then told everyone about this year’s exciting plans for the Armenian Street 

Festival, taking place in July at a new location – North Acton Playing Fields.  

 

 

 

It was an lovely and warm evening, attended by many friends, supporters and 

community members, and of course everyone enjoyed the food, lovingly provided by 

The Ladies’ Committee and the guests.  
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VISITS TO THE SERBIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH AND COPTIC 

ORTHODOX CHURCH  

 
Primate attended the AGM and Annual Dinner of the Anglican and Easter Churches Association at the Serbian Orthodox 

Church, Lancaster Road, W11 on Thursday 21st June. During the AGM reports were made about the activities of the 

association as well as they spoke about upcoming events including the joint pilgrimage to Armenia September 26 to 

October 1st 2018.  

Reverend Father Shnork Bagdasarian was re-elected as a board member of the association representing the Armenian 

Church. During the lunch Primate made a speech on behalf of association and member Church thanking the secretary 

general of the association rev. Fr. William Taylor as well as the host Serbian Orthodox Church.  The objective of 

association is to strengthen the bilateral relations between Anglican and Easter Churches organizing visits, meetings 

as well as student exchange programs. One the important events is the Annual Constantinople lectures on spirituality 

and current situation of Easter Churches, which also carries out some advocacy work.  

*** 

The Primate also visited the Coptic Orthodox Church in Kensington on 24 June with Armo Asaknyan from our own 

youth movement – ACYO and met with their youth. An interesting discussion about the Armenian Church took place 

and it was agreed to continue cooperation between two sister churches.  
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ARMENIAN RELIEF SOCIETY’S CELEBRATION EVENING 

FOR THE 100TH ANNIVERSARY OF  

THE FIRST ARMENIAN REPUBLIC 
 

On 22nd June 2018, The Armenian Relief Society of Great Britain organised 

a Celebration Evening at Navasartian Centre, for the 100th Anniversary of 

the First Republic of Armenia. There were 150 guests present. 

The evening commenced with a welcome speech by ARS GB Chairperson 

Mrs Janet Khachatourians Martirosian, who also gave a brief talk about the 

Armenian Relief Society’s origins and its activities worldwide. Her speech 

was followed by Armenian Revolutionary Federation Representative Dr 

Hratch Boghosian’s interesting account of historic events surrounding the 

establishment of the First Republic of Armenia. Then, Mr Tigran Galstyan, 

Counsellor of the Embassy of Armenia in London, gave a short speech 

about the political events of the last 100 years in Armenia, which resulted 

in our present day Free and Independent Homeland Armenia. Finally, HG 

Bishop Hovakim Manukyan gave his blessings for a peaceful and 

prosperous Homeland and reminded us that we should never forget all 

those brave men and women, who sacrificed their lives for the freedom of 

our country. Bishop Hovakim then blessed our plentiful table, after which 

the guests enjoyed the delicious delicacies. 

The highlight of the evening was the rich cultural programme, featuring recitations and songs, by Merited Artist of The 

Republic of Armenia Mrs Jenia Nersisyan and the pupils of Kevork Tahta Armenian Sunday School and Armenian 

Language Saturday School, dances from The Akhtamar Armenian Performance Group, beautiful and patriotic poems 

written and recited by Mrs Gayaneh Khach and Mrs Marina Hakobyan and two beautiful song performances by Tenor 

Hovhannes Arakelyan. 

The Armenian Relief Society of GB would like to thank all the participants who helped make this event a great success. 
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TENNIS TOURNAMENT AT THE FESTIVAL  

 

 
A tennis tournament will take place before the start of the festival, at Acton Playing 

Fields. The tournament is being organised jointly with the Japanese community. 

Anyone interested in playing tennis please roll up for a 10:00 o’clock start. 

For more details call Dick on 07850386812 
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THIS WEEK IN THE DIOCESE:  
 

 

BIBLE STUDIES  

Spiritual Journey through the Bible: «Ուր երկու կամ երեք հոգի հաւաքուած 

լինեն իմ անունով, այնտեղ եմ ես, նրանց մէջ». The Primate, together with 

Bosik Gharapetian, conducts a program of weekly Bible studies (every 

Wednesday) for the faithful of the community, who are in search of deeper 

understanding of their faith and Christian fellowship. These are not academic 

discussions, but a journey together through the Bible.The last Bible study was 

about "How can I resist the devil",  generating lot of interesting discussions.  The 

subject of the next Bible study is  '"How does God guide us?"  

 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL SUMMER FAIR  

His Grace attended K. Tahta Sunday school’s end of the year Summer Fair, 

wonderfully organised by the teachers, parents, trustees and volunteers.  

 

 

 

 

BADARAK AT ST. SARKIS CHURCH 

His Grace Hovakim Manukyan conducted the Divine Liturgy on 24 June at St. 

Sarkiss, talking about St. Mesrop Mashrots and St Sahak, He will be celebrating 

next Sunday at st Yeghiche Church 
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THIS WEEK… IN THE CHURCH HISTORY: FEAST OF ST. TRDAT 

THE KING AND QUEEN ASHKHEN 

This Saturday, 23 June 

2018 the Armenian 

Church observed the 

Feast of St. Trdat the King 

and Queen Ashkhen—

two key figures in the 

story of Armenia’s 

conversion to Christianity 

at the beginning of the 

4th century. 

Although Christianity 

began spreading in 

Armenia before the reign 

of Trdat (or Tiridates), the 

king was committed to 

his pagan heritage. As 

tradition has it, it was his 

wife Ashkhen who first 

learned about Christ’s 

teachings through the 

preaching of the young 

nuns Hripsime and 

Gayane. 

When Trdat met Hripsime, he fell in love with her, but she refused his advances. Infuriated by Hripsime’s rejection and 

by her devotion to Christianity, Trdat ordered that Hripsime and her sister nuns be stoned to death. In the aftermath 

of this massacre, the king fell violently ill and it seemed no one could cure him of his affliction. 

But Trdat had a sister, Khosrovidoukht, who also adopted the Christian faith, and with Ashkhen prayed for her brother’s 

recovery. Their prayers were answered when Khosrovidoukht saw a vision in which she learned that Trdat could be 

cured by the man whom he had imprisoned more than a decade earlier—St. Gregory the Illuminator. 

Under St. Gregory’s guidance, King Trdat prayed at the site where the young nuns were martyred. The historian 

Agathangelos tells us that “by Christ’s grace [Gregory] cured [the king’s] hands and feet enough so that he was able 

with his own hands to dig graves and bury the caskets in them.” Gregory then baptized the royal family, and Christianity 

was proclaimed as the official religion of Armenia. 

(source: http://diocesanministries.us) 
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SPIRITUALITY – FREQUENTLY-ASKED QUESTIONS ON THE 

BADARAK: THE DIVINE LITURGY OF THE ARMENIAN CHURCH 

The next feature on Badarak, from V. Rev. Fr. Daniel Findikyan’s excellent book 

 

WHY DO WE KISS THE CROSS AND THE GOSPEL? 
 

During certain parts of the Divine Liturgy and other services, Armenian Christians kiss the Cross (the priest’s bejeweled  

hand-cross or, on the Feast of the Cross in September, a larger cross decorated with flowers and basil), and the 

liturgical book of the Gospels in veneration. To kiss these sacred objects is a way of expressing our faith in what they 

stand for. The cross is the symbol of God’s sacrificial love for us, and the Gospel book contains the Word of God, the 

highest authority for a Christian’s life.  

 

When you kiss the Cross you are professing its saving power over your life and showing your love for God. It is like a 

prayer in which you say, “Jesus, I need the protection and life that flow from your crucifixion and resurrection. Help 

me to know you and to love you more deeply.” When you kiss the Gospel, you are saying, “Christ, you are the meaning 

of my life. Help me to trust you through your Word.” When you kiss the Cross, the Gospel or another sacred object, 

you should cross yourself. 

 

WHAT IS THE MEANING OF THE PROCESSION AT THE BEGINNING OF THE BADARAK?  
 

Near the beginning of the Badarak, after the preparation of the gifts, the curtain opens and the priest and altar servers 

come down from the altar area and process around the church. Historically, this procession is a remnant of the original 

entrance into the sanctuary by the priest and altar servers, which is how our Badarak once started. In that ancient era, 

the preparation of the chalice took place before the start of the Liturgy. The hymn, Khorhoort khoreen (Great Mystery) 

and the prayers and rituals that follow it were added to the Badarak much later. 

 

The great twelfth-century Armenian theologian Nersess Lambronatsi, followed by other 

Armenian Church fathers, sees in this procession a reflection of Christ’s incarnation: 

while remaining fully divine as the Son of God, Jesus descended into this world as a 

human being. In so doing, he experienced human life in all of its complexity—except for 

sin. “Holiness unites Himself with us, transforming those who do not resemble Him into 

mirrors of His purity and Godliness,” writes Nersess in his Commentary on the Divine 

Liturgy. 

  

When the priest approaches you, he will offer incense with the poorvar (censor). You 

should say, Heeshes-cheer yev zees arachee anmah kareenun Asdoodzo” (Remember 

me, too, before the immortal Lamb of God). You should kiss the bejeweled cross that 

the priest holds in his hand as you make the sign of the cross. When you say these words, 

you are quoting St. John the Baptist, who recognized Jesus as the “Lamb of God,” the 

innocent gift of God to be offered up for the purpose of reconciling sinful humanity with 

God [John 1:29,36]. You are essentially asking the celebrant to pray for you when he 

goes back up to the altar and stands in the presence of Jesus Christ in the Eucharistic bread and wine. 

  

The priest will say to you: Heeshyal leecheek arachee anmah kareenun Asdoodzo (You shall be remembered before 

the immortal Lamb of God). With these words, the priest pledges to pray for you during the Badarak. 

 

http://www.stnersess.edu/v-rev-fr-daniel-findikyan.html
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HOUSE BLESSING (ՏՆՕՐՀՆԵՔ) 
 

 

One of the traditions of the Armenian Church is the Home Blessing Service. It symbolises the visit of Resurrected Christ 
the Upper House and blessing of the disciples (John 20:19). 

Priests and bishops visit the homes of the faithful on the occasions of Christmas (Theophany) and Easter (Holy 
Resurrection) to bring the good news of our Lord’s Nativity and Resurrection to bless them and their homes through a 
special Service. 

During the Service the priest prays to God and asks Him to keep the home, its inhabitants and the children in good 
health, so that they live a devout life, glorify the name of Almighty God and strengthen the Holy Church. 

Those faithful who want a priest to visit and bless their home are welcome to contact their respective parishes or the 
Primate’s Office. 

 

 

  

PRAYER OF THE MONTH  

We invite our faithful to pray for children all over the world, and 

especially children trapped in war, conflict, misfortune and poverty.  
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NEW PROGRAMMES AT THE BISHOP’S HOUSE 

Diocese of the Armenian Church of United Kingdom and Ireland and His Grace Bishop Hovakim Manukyan, Primate, 

are launching a series of brand new programmes at the Bishop’s House, open to everyone. Find out more information, 

upcoming dates and details on the website.  

• Armenian Christian Faith Lecture Series  

These lecture series will introduce the faith, theology, liturgy, sacraments and, generally, the spiritual heritage of the 

Armenian Church to the members of the community and wider interested audiences. 

• Spiritual Journey through the Bible: «Ուր երկու կամ երեք հոգի հաւաքուած լինեն իմ անունով, 

այնտեղ եմ ես, նրանց մէջ» 

The Primate, together with Bosik Gharapetian, is launching a new program of weekly Bible studies (every Wednesday) 

for the faithful of the community, who are in search of deeper understanding of their faith and Christian fellowship. 

These are not academic discussions, but a journey together through the Bible. 

• Discussion Group|Contemporary Social & Ethical Issues 

Curated and led by Dr Hratch Tchilingirian | Discussion of contemporary social and ethical issues, which are of concern 

for young professionals and members of the larger Armenian community. These evening gatherings will take place 

once a month, consisting of a 20-minute presentation on a given topic, followed by 50-60 minutes of open discussion. 

• Հայ Գիրքի Ակումբ 

Արմէն Սարուհանեանի ղեկավարութեամբ | Ամսական հանդիպումներ համայնքի ընթերցասէր 
անդամներուն համար (book club), որոնք կը փափաքին կարդալ եւ միասնաբար քննարկել Հայ 

գրականութեան նմուշներ, Հայ Եկեղեցւոյ ու մշակոյթին առընչուած գործեր եւ այլ հետաքրքրական 

նիւթեր: 

• Armenian Connextions 

Monthly after work informal gatherings for young professionals at the Bishop’s House to network and catch up with 

friends and the latest developments in the Armenian world 

• Coffee with the Bishop 

Informal visit and coffee meeting with Bishop Hovakim at the Bishop’s House to catch up on the latest news in the 

community, in Armenia and the Diaspora. 

 

All events are held at the “Bishop’s House” | 27 Haven Green | London W5 2NZ (Nearest tube: Ealing Broadway) 

For more information, please contact: Tel 0208 998 9210 | primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk 

 

 

http://armeniandiocese.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/DiocesanPrograms.pdf
mailto:primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk
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Armenians in Finance is more than a group, it’s a community. 

Will you be part of it? 

 Dear Member, 

 

Thank you for your continued interest in keeping in touch with fellow Armenian professionals 

globally. We have been working hard over the past weeks and are proud to share with you 

more details of our Summer 2018 event. 

 

It is our pleasure to announce that our Summer event will consist of a Conference, followed 

by a Gala dinner, to be held at 8 Northumberland Avenue on the 14th July 2018. 

 

We are delighted to confirm that Deputy Prime Minister of the Republic of Armenia, Mr. 

Tigran Avinyan will be giving the keynote address. In addition, we have prepared for you a 

fantastic line-up of speakers and panelists, such as Dr. Armen Orujyan, Founding CEO of 

FAST, Ms. Talar Kazanjian, Executive Director of AGBU Armenia, Mr. Manuk Hergnyan, Co-

founder of Granatus Ventures. Last year's keynote speaker, Mr. Pierre Gurdjian, has kindly 

agreed to preside the conference this year.   

 

This event is the perfect opportunity to meet like-minded individuals working in the Financial 

Sector, expand your network and opportunities, learn about investing in Armenia, and, of 

course, enjoy a fabulous Gala Dinner in one of London’s most luxurious venues.   

 

You will find all the information regarding the event, including the full schedule and speakers 

on our website: www.aifhub.com/2018 

 

The tickets have been released today and include a limited number of early bird tickets at 

special prices. You may purchase your ticket by clicking the link at the bottom of this email. 

 

The conference will last approximately 4 hours, and will feature keynote speakers, panels 

and a light meal. The focus will be on themes relevant to the financial sector, with a specific 

focus on how finance interacts with Armenia today, as well as on the future of the Armenian 

community within the industry. 

https://aif2017.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=aa1288a5f1483c61191fc420a&id=53afa771c8&e=cff919843c
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Conference details: 

 

Date: Saturday, 14th July 2018 

Time: 9am – 4:30 pm 

Venue: 8 Northumberland Avenue, London WC2N 5BY 

Tickets: Via PayPal (fee applies), non-refundable 

Dresscode: Business 

 

 

Gala Details: 

Date: Saturday, 14th July 2018 

Time: 7:30pm – 11 pm (features Gala Dinner Reception) 

Venue: 8 Northumberland Avenue, London WC2N 5BY 

Tickets: Via PayPal (fee applies), non-refundable 

Dresscode: Black Tie / Business 

 

If you have any questions or would like to partner with us as a sponsor, please do not 

hesitate to contact us at contact@aifhub.com. 

 

Best Regards, 

Your AIF Team 

 

Come and join your community! 

Purchase Tickets Now  

 

 

 

 

mailto:contact@aif2017.com
https://aif2017.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=aa1288a5f1483c61191fc420a&id=1937ef607d&e=cff919843c
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Crosses for men, women and children are available from the Primate’s office.  

Please call 0208 998 9210 or email primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk 

mailto:primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

 
27 June 2018 

Bible Studies (please get in touch with the Primate’s Office for the times) 
 

28 June 2018, 19:00pm 
Armenian Christian Faith Lecture Series: Legacy of Ecumenism in the Armenian Church by 

Rev Dr Nersess Nersessian 
 

30 June 2018 
Art Classes at The Bishop’s House (please get in touch with the Primate’s Office for the 

times) 
 

12 July 2018, 19:00 pm  
Book Club: R P Sevadjian talks about her books The Darker Shadow and In the Shadow of 

the Sultan  
 

15 July 2018 
Armenian Street Festival 

 
July, 2018 

Youth Gathering in the Mother See of Holy Etchmiadzin 
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The Armenian Church News publishes announcements of any Armenian organisation 
as it is an inclusive channel of communication.  
 
The objectives of CAN are to inform the wider publish and its constituency members 
about: 
 

• Activities of the Primate 

• Organisations under the auspices of the Primate: ACT UK, ACYF, Ladies Committee  

• Worldwide Armenian Church 

• Parishes 

• Upcoming events in the community  
 

The announcements about the community events (up to 150 words) are published upon the request of 
 a particular organisation.  

 
ACN do not raise funds on behalf of any other organisation except for Armenian Church (ACT UK, ACYF, Primate’s 

Office, Ladies Committee, St. Yeghiche, St. Sarkis, Holy Trinity, Dublin, Birmingham, Oxford).  
 

Editorial: 

The main objective of the diocesan e-newsletter is to serve and reach out to Armenians throughout the United 
Kingdom and Ireland. The community members and organisations are welcome to send their announcements for the 
e-newsletter, including information not only about public events but also about important family events such as 
christening, matrimony or passing away.   

*** 

Disclaimer: considering that there are many names in the coverage of events, it is possible that some of them are misspelled or incorrect. 
We apologise in advance for any misspelling.  

 
  
A Message from the Primate Office 
 
His Grace Bishop Hovakim Manukyan wishes to inform you that at the bottom of our weekly e-newsletter you 
will find the contacts of our Churches and Parishes in the UK and Ireland. Details are also available on the 
websites of the respective Churches and Parishes.  Please do not hesitate to contact any of these addresses if 
you need any help regarding Church services. You will receive a reply either from the Parish Council Chair or 
from the priest. 
 
If you encounter any kind of problems regarding communication with the above, please contact the Primacy 
(Առաջնորդարան) directly at the following address: 
 
Bishop Hovakim Manukyan 
The Primates Office 
27 Haven Green, 
London W5 2NZ 

Tel: 0208 998 9210 
e-mail: primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk 
Website | Facebook 
 

mailto:primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk
http://armeniandiocese.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/ArmenianChurchofGreatBritian/
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Services are held in the Armenian Churches in London every Sunday starting at 11:00 am. In Manchester, there is a 
service on the 1st Sunday of the month.  For further details, please contact the parish nearest to you:  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Other Parishes of our Diocese: 
Dublin - www.armenians.ie 
Birmingham – St. Peter Church, 208 High St, Walsall, WS3 3LA. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Worship Services in the Armenian Churches 

 
Holy Trinity Armenian Church 

229 Upper Brook Street 
Manchester, M13 0FY 

Tel: 0161 273 1074 
www.armenianchurchmanchester.org 

1st SUNDAY OF THE MONTH 
 

 

 
St. Yeghiche Church 
13b Cranley Gardens 

Kensington, London SW7 3BB 
Tel: 020 7373 8133 

www.styeghiche.org.uk 
 

 

 
St. Sarkis Church 
Iverna Gardens 

Kensington, London, W8 6TP 
Tel: 020 7937 0152 

www.stsarkisparish.co.uk 

We invite those who have questions or wish to gain 
deeper understanding of the faith, moral 
discernment, teachings and traditions of the 
Armenian Church to contact the Office of the 
Diocese of the Armenian Church in United Kingdom 
and Ireland: 
 
His Grace Bishop Hovakim Manukyan 
The Primate’s Office 
27 Haven Green,  
London W5 2NZ  
 

Tel: 0208 998 9210 
 
Email: primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk 
 
Registered office address: 

Kemp House 152-160 City Road, London EC1V 2NX  

Website | Facebook  
 

http://www.armenians.ie/
http://www.armenianchurchmanchester.org/
http://www.styeghiche.org.uk/
http://www.stsarkisparish.co.uk/
mailto:primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk
http://armeniandiocese.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/ArmenianChurchofGreatBritian/

