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The Patriarch of the Syriac Orthodox Church 

visits the Armenian Church in London 

 

 

"It is a great pleasure to be here today visiting St. Sarkis Armenian Church in 

London. The Armenian Church and the Armenian people are our friends. I am 

happy to reflect that my best friend and spiritual brother is His Holiness KAREKIN 

II Catholicos of All Armenians. Our friendship is an expression of deep historical 

ties between the two churches and nations” said His Holiness Moran Mor Ignatius 

Aphrem II, Patriarch of Antioch and Supreme Head of the Universal Syriac 

Orthodox Church on the evening of 27th November 2016.  His Holiness also spoke 

about the martyrdom of the Armenian and Syriac nations as well as about the 

current struggle in the Middle East.  
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A special welcoming ceremony of Hrashapar was held in honour of the visiting Syriac 

Patriarch. Singers of St.Sarkis, St. Yeghiche and Komitas choirs jointly filled the air 

with their beautiful singing. The Patriarch was greeted by His Grace Bishop 

Manukyan, Primate of the Armenian Church in the United Kingdom and Ireland, who 

also conveyed to him the fraternal greetings of the Catholicos of All Armenians. He 

reflected on the historical relations of both Churches and informed the congregation 

of the unique relations that the heads of both Churches have and presented the 

Patriarch with the book “1915-2015” by Hrair Hawk Khatcherian, dedicated to the 

centennial of the Armenian Genocide, as Armenian and Syriac people not only share 

the same faith but also both nations were subjected to Genocide during WWI by the 

Ottoman Empire.  
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At the end of the ceremony a reception was organised in honour of His Holiness at 

the Nvart Gulbenkian Hall on the grounds of St. Sarkis Church by the ladies’ 

committees. The faithful had a chance to speak with Patriarch and receive His 

blessings. His Holiness Aphrem II visited the Armenian Church along with Mor 

Athanasius Touma Dakkama, Patriarchal Vicar in the United Kingdom, Mor Severius 

Hawa, Archbishop of Baghdad and Basra, Mor Theophilus George Saliba, Archbishop 

of Mount Lebanon and Tripoli, Very Rev. Raban Joseph Bali, Patriarchal Secretary 

and Media Office Director, and Very Rev. Raban Aphram Ozan. His Grace Bishop 

Angelos General Bishop of the Coptic Orthodox Church in the United Kingdom also 

attended the ceremony.  

 

After the reception in the Armenian Church His Holiness visited St. Mark’s Coptic 

Orthodox Church in Kensington where an ecumenical prayer service was held in 

presence of Russian and other Anglican bishops.  His Holiness Patriarch Aphrem II 

was visiting London to consecrate the new Cathedral of St. Thomas of the 

Archdiocese of the Syriac Orthodox Church in Acton. The consecration took place 

on November 24th. The ceremony was attended by believers of the Syriac Orthodox 

Church, guests, representatives of sister Churches and other religions. His Royal 

Highness the Prince of Wales was the guest of honour. By the invitation of Mor 

Athanasius Touma Dakkama, Patriarchal Vicar in the United Kingdom, His Grace 

Bishop Manukyan, Primate of the Armenian Church and Pontifical Legate in the UK, 

and His Grace Bishop Vahan Hovhannisian, Primate of the Armenian Diocese of 

France and Pontifical Legate to the Western Europe, participated in the consecration 

ceremony.   

 

In the following days, the Primate attended several other events organised in honour 

of the visiting Patriarch which took place in Faith House – organised by the 

Association of Anglican and Eastern Churches, a Gala Luncheon at the Hilton in 

Ealing, as well as ‘Qurobo’ – the first liturgy at St. Thomas Cathedral celebrated by 

His Holiness. His Grace Bishop Hovakim met with His Holiness on the morning of 

29th November to wish him a safe trip back to Syria. 
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Divine Liturgy Celebrated and Icon of the Holy 

Martyrs Consecrated in Oxford 

 

On Saturday, 26th November His Grace Bishop Hovakim Manukyan visited Oxford 

to celebrate the Divine Liturgy for the students of Pembroke College, and 

consecrate a copy of the Icon of the Holy Martyrs, a gift to the College. 

 

Afterwards he attended an art exhibition by artist Krikor Momdjian, who was 

holding his first solo exhibition in the UK at the Pembroke Art Gallery.  The day 

concluded with an Armenian circle dance, led by Shakeh Major Tchilingirian. 
 

 

https://www.facebook.com/kmomdjian/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100008666623261
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On Wednesday, 23rd and Friday, 25th November, Dr. Tom Samuelian, Dean of 

Humanities and Social Sciences at the American University of Armenia gave two 

lectures; one on the Prayer Book of St. Gregory of Narek – ‘Speaking with God from 

the Depths of the Heart’, and the other on the issue of Genocide reparations. 

 

In his presentation, Dr. Samuelian underscored the universality and timeliness of 

St. Gregory's message and writings.   The Pope's proclamation of St. Gregory as a 

Doctor of the Universal Church was at once the fulfilment of St. Gregory's own 

hopes for his "encyclopaedia of prayer for all nations" and recognition of the 

urgency and universality of the Narek as a salve for a world searching for purpose, 

order and redemption.  Because of its unique structure and method, the Narek has 

been revered for its healing powers by the Armenian faithful.   Much of the power 

of this work is in the articulation of the sighs of the contrite heart yearning for 

atonement and reconciliation in our horizontal relations with other people and our 

vertical relations with our Creator, whose goodness and generosity we abuse as we 

stray from his good will and high hopes for us.  By inducing a state of prayerful 

contemplation, Narek's prayers ready us physically, spiritually and mentality to 

reconnect with our true selves by speaking with God from the depths of our heart 

and listening for His words of forgiveness, encouragement and hope.   

 

In his lecture on The Urgency of Genocide Reparations, Dr. Samuelian pointed out 

that while it is not possible to completely remedy a crime of such proportions, the 

extent of the harm caused and benefits derived by those who perpetrated and 

abetted the Armenian Genocide and thereafter denied and delayed its recognition 

and just remedy has been calculated to be over $3 trillion, and includes not only 

Turkey, but its allies, and Armenia's allies and leading countries in the community 

of nations.   A crime is a violation of community norms.  Impunity sends the 

Community Life 
Dr. Tom Samuelian Lectures in Gulbenkian Hall 
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message that it is acceptable to commit genocide and encourages the kind of 

international lawlessness, brutality and random ethnic violence that is no longer 

limited to distant corners of the world or remote peoples.   It is happening now in 

the heart of the very countries who failed to remedy the Armenian Genocide in a 

timely manner.   In a world where moral and legal norms are set by the consequences 

they entail, failing to condemn the Armenian Genocide and repair the injury is a 

threat to everyone's security.   Genocide reparations are urgently needed not only as 

a remedy for the victims and for the security of the community of nations, but also 

as redemption for the perpetrators.   Perpetrators need to be given the opportunity 

to clear the debt and to reset their relations with the victims and the world, especially 

when they are neighbours.   By failing to condemn the Armenian Genocide, the 

world community is toying with the perpetrators' and victims' psyches and depriving 

them to turn over a new leaf.  This sends the wrong message about international 

norms and acceptable behaviour, undermining peaceful neighbourly relations in the 

region and international security generally.   

 

The choice of these two topics was not merely coincidental, any more than the Pope's 

linking of Narek with the Armenian Genocide Centennial in 2015.   The accumulated 

weight of inhumanity, indifference and inequity has plunged the world in to a state 

of epidemic atrocity and random and wanton brutality.   The salve and message of 

the Narek, which sustained the Armenian people through a thousand years of 

hardship, could not be more timely or necessary for the world than now.    

 

At the end of the lecture on St. Gregory, he signed copies of the new edition of his 

translation of this historic work.  The special printing was sponsored by the Darzi 

family, in loving memory of Mrs. Dikranouhi Darzi. 
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“Children with cerebral palsy (CP) love to learn, to play, to sing and dance,” says Cristina 

Papazian, an Argentinian-American therapy counsellor and director of Project AMPARAR. 

“Most of all, they love to share.” “Amparar” which means ‘to protect or nurture’ in Spanish, 

aims to help Armenian children with CP live fuller and more joyful lives.  

Cerebral palsy (CP) damages parts of the brain that control movement, balance and posture. 

CP usually develops in pregnancy, during childbirth, or in early infancy. Muscle control 

and other motor functions are affected to different degrees, while about one-third of those 

with the condition experience difficulties with thinking and reasoning.  

In Armenia, around 1300 children and young people live with CP. Project AMPARAR is 

focusing on 300 children in the capital, Yerevan, and in Gyumri, in the northwest of 

Armenia, with plans to expand nationally in future. Cristina visited Yerevan in June 2016, 

where she also joined a group of Argentinian- Armenian women to officially greet the Pope 

during his historic visit.  

During her stay, Cristina completed the first phase of AMPARAR’s mission: collecting data 

about CP, visiting day-care centres and special schools to review available resources, and 

meeting with relevant government ministers. “The ministries are willing to help and do a 

great job with limited resources,” says Cristina, adding that the dedication of carers and 

medical teams is wonderful. “Now, in the second phase of Project AMPARAR, we are 

looking at creative ways to help these children live fuller lives.”  

Plans include creating a series of short instructional videos showing Armenian care teams 

how to deliver reflexology and water therapy to help children with stiff and twisted muscles 

 

Community Life 
Project AMPARAR: Helping Armenian 
Children Living with Cerebral Palsy 
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to move more easily. Another important aspect of AMPARAR’s work is to raise awareness 

and gain acceptance for the condition.  

“In parts of Armenia, mothers who give birth to CP children can be shunned and shamed,” 

says Cristina. “We want to create a network of communication and support where parents, 

carers and medical experts can come together to share information and ideas, and where 

parents can feel proud of their efforts to make a good life for a child with CP.” 

Cristina credits her own stepdaughter, severely disabled with cerebral palsy, for her 

devotion to helping children with this condition. She died from complications in 2001. “My 

stepdaughter showed me a different way to relate to people,” says Cristina. “I learned a new 

language of emotion and feeling from her, and to live with a more open heart.”  Today, 

Cristina works tirelessly, organising events in her native Buenos Aires, talking and writing 

about her work whenever she can.   

“I believe that with clear goals, commitment and action, we can certainly create better lives 

for these children and young people,” says Cristina. “Not just with donations – which of 

course we need too – but with each of us bringing their skills, experience, networks and 

goodwill to play their part. To an Armenian child with cerebral palsy, every single 

interested person matters.” (Arpy Armenakian Shively) 

Project AMPARAR currently operates under the umbrella of the Argentinian Association 

of Counsellors. Other supporters include the Argentine Embassy in Armenia, the Armenian 

Centre of Argentina, the Siranush and Bogos Arzoumanian Foundation, and Sardarabad, a 

weekly newspaper published in Buenos Aires since 1975. 

For more information (Armenian language) please email Cristina Papazian at: 

proyectoamparar@gmail.com 

For information in English, please email Arpy Armenakian Shively at: 

arpyshively@gmail.com 

 

 

 

mailto:proyectoamparar@gmail.com
mailto:arpyshively@gmail.com
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Community Life 
The Armenian Apostolic Churches of India 
 
 
 

The Armenians have been connected with India as traders from the days of antiquity. 

They came to this country by the overland route, through Persia, Afghanistan and 

Tibet and were well established in all the commercial centers long before the advent 

of any European traders. However, the Armenian community prospered and 

developed during the 16th right up to the 18th century. 

 

In the early 18th century the Indian subcontinent was faced with a severe crisis. Fierce 

civil strife between Indians and Europeans as well as between the European powers 

themselves (England and France), resulted in the victory and subsequent expansion 

of the British rule in India. It is during this period of political upheaval and unrest 

that the Armenian community sought to reestablish their socio-cultural identity and 

not just restrict themselves to be a vibrant commercial community. This was one of 

the reasons that urged them to build churches in their settlements and invite priests. 

The Church was considered as the centre of all community activities. 

 

The Armenians in India considered it their patriotic duty to build churches and 

provide educational facilities for their compatriots in order to preserve their religion, 

language, literature and national identity. To the Armenians, Christianity is the 

religion of the heart and not of the head. It is evident from the gallant and simple 

records illuminated with the tears of saints and glorified with the blood of martyrs.  

Wherever the Armenians go, there is one thing common among them, and that is, 

retaining their religion. In India, wherever they build settlements, they constructed 

churches. Today, all over India, one can find many beautiful Armenian churches, 

chapels and historical monuments standing as mute witnesses or silent sentinels of a 

once-flourishing Armenian settlement. 

*** 
 

 

ARMENIAN HOLY CHURCH OF 

NAZARETH, KOLKATA (1707) 

2 Armenian Street 

Kolkata – 700 001 

WB, INDIA 

 

Among all the Armenian Apostolic churches in 

India, The Armenian Holy Church of Nazareth, 

the oldest Armenian church in Kolkata, plays a 

unique and important role as it is considered to 

be the Mother Church of the Indian Armenians. 

St. John’s Church, the first Armenian church 

was built by the contribution of the people, on 

June 22, 1688. But, unfortunately, being a 

wooden structure, the church was completely 
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destroyed by a devastating fire in 1707. Seventeen years later, in 1724, The Holy Church 

of Nazareth was built on the old burial ground of the Armenian community by Agha 

Nazar, hence its name, Nazareth’s church. The architect was an Armenian from Iran 

named Mr. Levon Ghevond. The belfry and the steeple were added ten years later in 

1734 by Mr. Manuel Hazarmall. In 1763 the church was repaired and renovated by 

Khojah Petros Arratoon, who also embellished the church and built two altars, one on 

the right hand side of the main altar, in memory of his brother Gorgin Khan, the 

Minister and Commander-in-Chief of Nawab Mir Kasim of Bengal (1760-1763) and the 

other on the left hand side, in his own memory. Khojah Petros Arratoon was called “the 
earthly god of the Armenians in Calcutta” by Joseph Emin. 

 

 In 1789, Agha Catchik Arakiel presented an English clock to the church which he had 

ordered from the firm of Alexander Hare of London. The clock arrived in Kolkata in 

1792 and was fixed in the clock tower, but Arakiel, who built the surrounding walls and 

added the houses for the clergy, did not live to see it as he passed away on July 25, 1790. 

A special feature of the churchyard is the tomb of Rezabeebeh, the wife of the late 

Sookias. This tomb, dated July 21, 1630 is said to be the earliest Christian tomb in 

Kolkata. 

*** 
 

 

ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST ARMENIAN 

CHURCH OF CHINSURAH (1695) 

4/4 Armanitola, Chinsurah 

Dist. Hooghly, WB, INDIA 

 

The Armenian church at Chinsurah, the second 

oldest Christian church in Bengal, was erected 

in 1695, the foundation stone was laid by Khojah 

Johannes Margar of Julfa. The church was 

completed in 1697 by his brother Joseph/Hovsep 

and dedicated to St. John the Baptist, in memory 

of the deceased brother Johannes. Khojah 

Johannes Margar died suddenly on November 

27, 1697 and his mortal remains are interred 

inside the church he had built.  

 

When the church was built, it had no steeple. 

The present spire, which serves as a belfry, was 

erected in 1822 through the munificence of Mrs. 

Sophia Bagram, a pious Armenian lady of 

Kolkata, in memory of her husband Simon 

Phanoos Bagram. 

 

Although Armenians flourished at Chinsurah 

between 1695 and 1868, there are no more than 
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hundred graves within the church, twenty-eight of them being inside the church. 

The town of Chinsurah is just 35 miles from Kolkata. No Armenians reside there now. 

In March 1, 2007, His Holiness Karekin II, Supreme Patriarch and Catholicos of All 

Armenians, visited the church. 

*** 
 

 

ST. MARY’S ARMENIAN CHURCH OF MADRAS (1712) 

60 Armenian Street 

CHENNAI, INDIA 

 

The first Armenian church in Chennai was built in 1712 in the Esplanade of the city. 

  

The second Armenian church, dedicated to the Holy Virgin Mary was built in 1772 

at the site of the old Armenian burial ground on which stood a chapel, where services 

were conducted while the present church was being built. The ground belonged to 

Agah  

 

Shameer. The Armenian Church at Madras was once well known for possessing a 

large number of rare and valuable manuscripts and books.  

 

The churchyard houses the remains of Rev. Father Arathoon Shumavon the ‘Father 

of Armenian Journalism’ who published “Azdarar”, the first Armenian journal in the 

world. He passed away on February 9, 1824. In April 1904 Mesrovb Seth paid his first 

visit to the church. 

 

In November 9, 2008, His Holiness Karekin II, Supreme Patriarch and Catholicos of 

All Armenians, reconsecrated the church. 

 

*** 
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ST. PETER’S ARMENIAN CHURCH OF BOMBAY (1796) 

Ararat Building 

89 Nagindas Master Road 

Fort, Mumbai -400 023 

MAHARASHTRA, INDIA 

 

In 1796, Jacob Petrus of Hamadan, Persia, better known as Hakob Hamadanchi, erected 

a church in the name of the St. Apostle Peter. 

 

 This old church in the Fort area is no more in existence and a much larger church was 

erected in Meadows Street. This church is compact with an adjoining parsonage. There  

are a number of epitaphs written in Armenian which adorn its floor making it a unique 

mosaic of inscriptions. 

 

Gradually the church decayed and was replaced by a new and beautiful one in 1957 on 

the plot of the old church. It was designed by Mr. M.H. Altounian, a well-known 

Armenian architect of Beirut. The foundation stone was blessed by His Grace 

Archbishop Yeghishe Derderian of Jerusalem during his visit to Mumbai in June 1956 

along with Rev. Father Shahe Ajemian. The new church was consecrated on 14 th April 

1957 by His Grace Bishop Terenik Poladian. A six storied building, which is now the 

property of the church, was built in front of it and named ‘Ararat.’ In March 3, 2007, 

His Holiness Karekin II, Supreme Patriarch and Catholicos of All Armenians, vis ited the 

church. Recently by blessings of His Holines St. Peter’s Armenian Church and the Ararat 

building were renovated by the Trusts of the Armenian Holy Church of Nazareth, India, 

Kolkata and with the noble efforts of Mr. Sunil Sobti and Mrs. Susan Ruben in the year 

2016. 

*** 
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HOLY TRINITY ARMENIAN CHURCH OF TANGRA (1867) 

2 South Tangra Road 

Kolkata – 700 046 

WB, INDIA 

 

Tangra lies in the northern fringes of Kolkata. The Holy Trinity Chapel of Tangra 

was built on 1st March, 1867. The first centenary of the chapel was celebrated in 

March 1968 when a large number of Armenians attended the Holy Mass there. 

Around the chapel is an Armenian cemetery. The oldest grave is that of C.G. Bijohn 

who died on 19th March, 1867. Beside the cemetery there is a large plot of land with 

a pond. The sexton’s quarter was built on this plot of land in 1914 by the late 

Manatsakan Macktertich at his own expense. 

 

On February 29, 2007, His Holiness Karekin II, Supreme Patriarch and Catholicos of 

All Armenians re-consecrated the historic Armenian church of the Holy Trinity.   

At the conclusion of the service, His Holiness presented the church with a 

“khatchkar” (cross-stone) from Holy Etchmiadzin. 

 

On November 1, 2009, on the 10th enthronement anniversary of His Holiness Karekin 

II, Supreme Patriarch and Catholicos of All Armenians “KAREKIN II” Charitable 

Dispensary was inaugurated in the name of His Holiness with the efforts of the Pastor 

of Armenians in India Very Rev. Father Khoren Hovhannisyan and the Church 

Committee of Holy Nazareth. 

*** 
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ST. GREGORY THE ILLUMINATOR 

ARMENIAN CHURCH OF KOLKATA (1906) 

41B North Range, 

Kolkata 700 071, 

WB, INDIA 

 

The Armenian chapel of St. Gregory the 

Illuminator, the last Armenian church in 

Kolkata was built in 1906 by contributions from 

the Armenian community. The church is 

located in central Kolkata near the Park Circus 

area. Sir Paul Chater Home, a three storied Old 

Age Home for the benefit of the Armenian 

community, is situated near this chapel. Named 

after the eminent benefactor Sir Paul Chater, 

this Home caters to the welfare of the needy. 

The foundation stone was laid by Mr. S.K. Sen, 

the Official Trustee of West Bengal on 21st 

November, 1952.  

 

The church and the Home are taken care of by 

the Church Committee of Holy Nazareth. 

*** 
 

 

 

ST. MARY’S ARMENIAN CHURCH OF 

SAIDABAD (1758) 

Girbijapara, P.O. Khagra, Saidabad 

Murshidabad, WB, INDIA 

 

Khoja Petros Arathoon built the Church of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary, at Saidabad in 1758, at his 

own expense in memory of his parents and 

brothers. 

 

A  prominent Armenian merchant benefactor who 

was a resident in Saidabad was Manatsaken Vardon. 

He was the Founder of the Armenian Philanthropic 

Academy, which was inaugurated on April 2, 1821. 

Manatsaken Vardon passed away on October 13, 

1827 and is buried in the church at Saidabad. 

 

The church closed down after its last sermon in 

1860. In 2005, the newly elected Church Committee 
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of Kolkata carried out a major restoration programme the likes of which has never been 

witnessed in the annals of the Armenian community of India.  

 

On December 5, 2006, the St.  Mary’s Armenian Church of Saidabad was re-consecrated 

by His Eminence Archbishop Aghan Baliozian. It is a matter of great delight that regular 

services are held today at Saidabad attended by the Armenian community of Kolkata 

and the children of the Armenian College and Philanthropic Academy.  

 

In November 14, 2008, His Holiness Karekin II, Supreme Patriarch and Catholicos of 

All Armenians, visited the church. 

*** 
 

 

ARMENIAN CHAPEL OF DELHI (1781) 

Armenian Cemetery Rama Park 

Kishan Gunj, Delhi – 6 

 

The Armenians of Delhi built a church and according to old records, Rev. Father 

Stephanus was the priest in 1713. 

 

During the sack of Delhi in 1739 by Nadir Shah, the marauding army devastated 

the city and only a small Armenian cemetery and the Martyr’s Chapel attached to 

it situated in Kishengunge on the outskirts of the city, escaped destruction. The 

oldest grave in this cemetery dates back to 1787. The chapel and the cemetery are 

being preserved by the Archaeological Department of the Government of India. 

 

*** 
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Prayer Intentions for 

December: 

That all may experience the 

mercy of God, who never tires 

of forgiving.  That families, 

especially those who suffer, 

may find in the birth of Jesus a 

sign of certain hope. 

 

 

Editorial: 

The main objective of the diocesan e-newsletter is to serve and reach 

out to Armenians throughout the United Kingdom and Ireland. The 

community members and organisations are welcome to send their 

announcements for the e-newsletter, including information not only 

about public events but also about important family events such as 

christening, matrimony or passing away.   
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DIOCESAN PROGRAMMES  
Forthcoming Events in December 2016 and January 2017 
 
Bible Studies  
Every Thursday at 7pm, in St. Sarkis Church Gulbenkian Hall led by the Primate and the clergy 
of the Diocese 
Next dates: December 1st, 8th 
Bible Studies are an important part of the church’s ministry as they provide opportunities for 
the faithful and those who are interested and curious to have a deeper understanding of 
Christianity and to ask questions about their faith, beliefs and concerns.  During Bible studies, 
we make observations (what do passages in the Bible say?), provide interpretation (what do 
they mean?) and ask how applicable these passages are to our lives today. Open to everyone.   
Every first Thursday of each month, there will be a lecture series regarding ethical matters and 
the Armenian Church such as baptism, marriage, mixed-marriages, cremation, the differences 
between churches, etc. 
 
Advent 2016 
As we approach Advent, the Armenian Church and all Christian churches prepare to celebrate 
the mystery of the incarnation of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.  We will enter a period of 
spiritual contemplation and reflection, and for this reason His Grace Bishop Hovakim 
Manukyan has invited guest clergy to preach about their Advent experience  
 
Deacons’ Training Programme 
Every Saturday evening in St. Sarkis Church, starting in January 2017 
We are recruiting now – please join us! 
 
Dublin Parish 
Divine Liturgy in Dublin 
Sunday, 4th December 
 
Divine Liturgy with guest preacher, His Grace Archbishop Kevin McDonald  
Sunday, 11th December in St. Sarkis Church at 11:00am 
(Archbishop McDonald was born in Stoke on Trent on 18th of August 1947. His first degree was 
from the University of Birmingham after which he went to the English College in Rome and was 
ordained priest on 20th of July 1974. He has a Licentiate from the Gregorian University and a 
Doctorate from the Angelicum University in Rome. He also has an Honorary Doctorate of 
Divinity from the University of Birmingham. He has been Parish Priest in Sparkhill in 
Birmingham and worked for eight years at the Pontifical Council for Christian Unity in Rome. 
He also taught at Oscott College in Birmingham, including three years as Rector. He was 
appointed Bishop of Northampton in 2001 and Archbishop of Southwark in 2003, a post from 
which he resigned for health reasons in 2009.  Archbishop McDonald continues to be active 
and has responsibility for Catholic-Jewish relations and Interreligious Relations within the 
Catholic Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales. He is a Consultor to the Pontifical 
Commission for Religious Relations with the Jews and is also involved ecumenically, particularly 
with the Ancient Oriental Churches. He is Grand Prior of the England and Wales Lieutenancy of 
the Knights of the Holy Sepulchre, an Order which supports Catholics in the Holy Land. He is 
also the liaison Bishop for the Catholic Charismatic Renewal in England and Wales. Archbishop 
McDonald lives in London.) 
 
Armenian Church Youth Fellowship (ACYO) European and American Youth Meeting 
Wednesday 14th - Thursday, 15th December, St. Yeghiche Church Hall (upstairs) 

Upcoming Events 
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For more information, our Facebook page is: ACYO LONDON and email address 
is: acyolondon@armeniandiocese.org.uk 
 
Handel’s Messiah 
Saturday, 17th December at 7:30pm and Sunday, 18th December at 3pm at St. Sarkis Armenian 
Church 
Don't miss the Highlights by Candlelight Handel's Messiah Christmas Performance sung in English. 
Alto: Anais Heghoyan, Baritone: Aris Nadirian, Soprano: Jassy Husk, Tenor: Guy Withers Violin: Ani 
Batikian, Cello: Victoria Walker 
Choir: An Ensemble of Armenian Church Singers 
Conductor/Keyboard: Bridget Cunningham 
 
Tickets: £20, on the door with a mince pie and festive snacks, wine reception to follow. 
We look forward to seeing you there and is a wonderful opportunity to sing along to Handel's iconic 
chorus finale "Hallelujah". 
For any more details please contact Anais on: 07931 377 539 
 
Art Exhibition in Gulbenkian Hall 
Saturday, 17th, 6pm – 10:30pm, and Sunday 18th December, until 6pm 
A unique exhibition of paintings by Professor Lems Sureni Nersisyan depicting scenes from Armenia 
with quotations from famous individuals on the subject of the Armenian Genocide.  English 
translations of the text on the paintings will be displayed alongside the painting. 
 
The paintings until recently were exhibited at the Centre for Human Rights in Strasbourg.   This 
unique exhibition will tour the UK and ultimately it is the wish of Professor Nersisyan that the 
paintings are gifted to a permanent exhibition. 
 
Lems Nersisyan was born in 1946 in the village of Aygebats in the Shirak region of Armenia. He is a 
professor and teacher as well as being an official Artist for the Republic of Armenia.  He has had 28 
major exhibitions in Armenia and internationally including 7 exclusive works.  He has painted some 
1500 canvases and his works are sought by collectors from the USA, France, Russia, China, U.K. and 
Iran. 
 
Armenian Church Youth Organisation (ACYO) CHRISTMAS CAROL SERVICE 
Tuesday, 20th December at 6:45pm in St. Yeghiche Church 
 
Blessing of Pomegranates 
Saturday, 31st December in St. Sarkis Church at midnight 
 
Armenian Orthodox and Roman Catholic Panel Discussion 
Wednesday, 11th January 2017 in the Gulbenkian Hall at 7:30pm 
With Dr. Harry Hagopian, Fr. John Whooley and Bishop Hovakim Manukyan 
More information to follow 
 
Cardiff Parish 
Divine Liturgy in Cardiff 
Sunday, 15th January 2017 in Christ Church (Eglwys Crist), 4, Penllwyn Park, Carmarthen SA31 
3BU at 1:00pm 
We are delighted to confirm that Bishop Hovakim Manukyan together with Canon Patrick will hold 
a special service beginning at 1:00pm.  This will be followed by a presentation of two special items 
by the South Wales Armenian Community to Christ Church Carmarthen. 
 
Pilgrimage to Holy Land 
2nd May – 9th May 2017 
Cost for twin room, half board: £1250 per person, single supplement £300.  Please see flyer on p21 
for details.  
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Worship Services in the Armenian Churches 

Services are held in the Armenian Churches in London every Sunday starting at 11:00 am.  In 
Manchester, there is a service on the 1st Sunday of the month.  For further details, please contact 
the parish nearest to you:  
 

 

Holy Trinity Armenian Church 
229 Upper Brook Street 
Manchester, M13 0FY 

Tel: 0161 273 1074 
www.armenianchurchmanchester.org/ 

1st SUNDAY OF THE MONTH 

 

 

St. Yeghiche Cathedral 
13b Cranley Gardens 

Kensington, London SW7 3BB 
Tel: 020 7373 8133 

http://www.styeghiche.org.uk/ 
 

 

St. Sarkis Church 
Iverna Gardens 

Kensington, London, W8 6TP 
Tel: 020 7937 0152 

http://www.stsarkisparish.co.uk 

Other Parishes of our Diocese: 
 

Cardiff - Tel: + 44 771 279 2304, +44 2920779248. john@jagproperties.co.uk  

Dublin - Tel: +44 2891 863559. http://www.armenians.ie/  

Birmingham – Tel: +44 121 675 1469. St John’s Church, Stratford Road, Birmingham, B11 4EA  

Oxford - Tel: +44 7810 490242. armenian.society@studentsclub.ox.ac.uk 
 

 

 
We invite those who have questions or wish to gain deeper understanding 
of the faith, moral discernment, teachings and traditions of the Armenian 
Church to contact the Office of the Diocese of the Armenian Church in 
United Kingdom and Ireland: 

    The Primate’s Office 
c/o The Armenian Vicarage 
Iverna Gardens 
London, W8 6TP 
or email: primatesoffice@armenianchurch.co.uk  

 
 

Editorial Committee: 
 
His Grace Bishop Hovakim 
Manukyan, Primate 
Aznive Simon 
Garen Arevian 
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