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Meeting of  the Trustees and Executive 
Committee of  ACT UK 
 

The Trustees and the Executive 
Committee of the Armenian Church 
Trust (ACT UK) met on 6th February 
to discuss both financial and 
structural issues pertaining to ACT 
UK. The Year End accounts and 
Financial Year 2014-15 accounts 
audit as well as a report on 
forthcoming events and projects 
organised by the Primate’s Office 
were presented. There will be 
pilgrimages to Jerusalem and 
Armenia, as well as a tour to Italy 
this year. A report on this year’s 
Street Festival (17th July) was also 
presented.  
 
The Primate also presented the new 
employees of the Primate’s Office.  
The participants expressed their 
appreciation to those who made the 
presentations.  

Currently the Trustees are: Bishop 
Hovakim Manukyan (Chair), Dr. 
Paul Manook, Mr. Viken 
Haladjian, Mr. John Torosyan and 
Mr. Hovnan Hampartsoumian as 
financial controller.  
 
The Executive Committee 
members are:   
Mr. Dickran Bedrossian – Chair 
Dr. Paul Manook – Vice Chair 
Miss Anais Heghoyan – Secretary  
Mr. Krikor Sobounjian- Treasurer  
Miss Armine Afrikian  
Mr. Raffi Tanielian 
Mr. Stepan Yeghiazarian 
Mr. Ara Couligian 
Mrs. Anoushka Kurkjian 
 
It was agreed that while the 
Trustees are the custodians of ACT 
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On 2nd February 2016, a special evening service was offered by the Primate 
and the clergy at St. Sarkis Armenian Church on the occasion of the Feast 
of St. Ghevond (St. Leontius) the Priest. The Primate congratulated the 
priests on the occasion of their feast, as in the Armenian Church tradition 
St. Ghevond’s Day is a special day to celebrate the beauty of priesthood. On 
that day priests celebrate solemn liturgies and have retreats. According to 
tradition on this feast day, the Catholicos of All Armenians bestows 
different honours to deserving priests.   
 

Spirituality  
The Feast of  St. Ghevond the Priest and his 
Companions 
 
 

UK whereas the Executive Committee is an advisory board to the Primate 
to assist him in fundraising and implementing projects. 
 
Currently the trustees of ACT UK are elected members of UK Parishes. 
Each parish will have one representative. Their term as Trustees will end 
as they complete their term with their respective parishes or on 
completion of the three-year term (whichever is sooner) in accordance 
with the Trust Deed. However once the Diocese is established, ACT UK 
will become an integral part of it.  
 
The Executive Committee is represented by the chairs of the programmes 
of the Primate’s Office and the friends of ACT UK, benefactors and 
committed individuals. The Trustees and parish representatives are not 
members of the Executive Committee. The Primate and one of the Trustees 
will be the liaison between the Trust and the Executive Committee. The 
meeting also noted that neither the Trust nor the Executive Committee 
would constitute a future diocesan council.    
 
The Executive Committee elected a Chair and a Finance Committee. For 
the time being and until the formation of the Diocesan Council, ACT UK 
will assist the Primate to carry out his duties funding both his mission 
activities and the Primate’s Office, within the objectives of ACT UK. ACT 
UK will not fund the salaries and accommodation of the clergy serving in 
parishes. ACT UK will remain as a separate fund sponsoring specific 
projects presented by the Primate. 
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St. Ghevond was a church leader and 
active member of the liberation 
struggle of the 5th century. He was one 
of the disciples of Catholicos St. Sahak 
Partev (translator of the Holy 
Scriptures into Armenian) and St. 
Mesrop Mashtots (inventor of the 
Armenian alphabet in 406 AD). 
According to historical records, St. 
Ghevond attended the Council of 
Shahapivan in 444, which addressed 
many canonical issues related to the 
mission of the Church. He was also one 
of the leaders of the national uprising 
in 450. He organised the defence of 
churches during the attacks by the 
Persian magi who were trying to 
transform them into Zoroastrian 
temples during the Persian invasion in 
450-51. Later on, he participated in the 

Battle of Avarayr in 451 but was 
captured and martyred in captivity.  
 
Two days after the Feast of St. 
Ghevond the Armenian Church 
celebrates the Feast of St. Vartan 
and his 1036 Companions, who 
were martyred in the Battle of 
Avarayr.  It was a fight for freedom 
of conscience and religion for the 
Armenian nation. It was to be the 
first testimony of many to follow 
that the Armenians were a people 
who freely chose Christ, remained 
steadfast in their Christian faith, and 
would not betray that faith for any 
reason. “Vartanants”, as it is 
commonly called, is one of the most 
sacred feasts of the Armenian 
people.  
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 Feast of  St. Vartan and his 1036 Companions 
Divine Liturgy at St. Yeghiche Church 

 

On 4th February a Divine Liturgy was celebrated on the occasion of the Feast of 
St. Vartan.  “We were the first nation to adopt Christianity as a state religion in 
301. We were the first nation who witnessed the Christian faith in a historical 
battle in 451. This battle has historical significance. It has become an example 
of resilience and inspired many generations to protect both their faith and 
identity throughout history. Whilst our ancestors witnessed their faith through 
martyrdom, we are called to witness it with our works and deeds. This means 
to be faithful to our traditions and Christian values” said the Primate at the 
Divine Liturgy at St. Yeghiche Armenian Church on the occasion of the Feast 
of St. Vartan and 1036 Witnesses. During the liturgy a special prayer – 
‘Pontifical Prayer- Հայրապետական մաղթանք’ was offered by the Primate 
and assisting clergy. The Primate and the faithful wished longevity to His 
Holiness KAREKIN II, Supreme Patriarch and Catholicos of All Armenians, 
whose name day was celebrated on the same day.  The Primate congratulated 
all those men and women whose name day is celebrated on that feast. At the 
end of the liturgy a special service was held for the repose of souls of the 
departed people of the Armenian nation ‘Հոգեհանգիստ վասն համօրէն 
ննջեցելոց ազգիս հայոց”. The Right Revd Jonathan Baker, the Bishop of 
Fulham, who attended the liturgy by the invitation of the Primate, gave his 
benediction to the Armenian faithful and spoke about the significance of 
bilateral relations as well as about the importance of the agreed Christological 
agreement between the Oriental Orthodox and Anglican Churches.  
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Eve of  Great Lent or Great Barekendan 

 

On 7th February the Armenian Church celebrated the Eve of Great Lent or Great 
Barekendan- Բուն Բարեկենդան.  The word Barekendan means “good living” 
or “good life”, as we are called to live cheerfully, joyfully, and to be happy on 
these days preceding the fasting period.  The Armenian Church thus allows her 
faithful to organise games, festivals, carnivals and large, plentiful meals before 
the feast.  However, during the period of Great Lent curtains in churches are 
drawn in commemoration of the expulsion of Adam from Eden when the doors 
of heaven were closed before him. 
 
Monday, 8th February, is the beginning of Great Lent, which lasts 40 days․ The 
Armenian Church defines the period of Great Lent as a time of abstinence and 
repentance for the faithful. It is a profound and unique period of spiritual 
experience. The Gospel of Matthew, especially Mt. 6:1-21, which is read in 
churches on the eve of Great Lent, invites the faithful to commence the Lenten 
journey first of all with good deeds and helping those in need. Secondly, the 
lent is a period of prayer and forgiveness. “If you forgive others their fallings, 
your heavenly Father will forgive you yours” says the Gospel. Finally, it is a 
period of fasting- “when you fast, put oil on your head and wash your face, so 
that no one will know you are fasting except your Father who sees that it is 
done in secret”.   
 
Great lent is also known as a rich liturgical period. The faithful participate in 
various liturgical prayers. There will be the Liturgy of the Hour of Peace 
(Խաղաղական ժամերգութիւն) or the Liturgy of the Hour of Rest 
(Հանգստեան ժամերգութիւն) in Armenian churches in London every Friday 
at 18:30. The Liturgy of the Hour of Sunrise (Արեւագալի ժամերգութիւն) will 
be celebrated every Wednesday at 10:30 am and every Sunday after the Divine 
Liturgy at 12:30, except on February 14th when the Church celebrates the Feast 
of Presentation of Our Lord Jesus Christ to the Temple.   
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K. TAHTA ARMENIAN COMMUNITY SUNDAY SCHOOL 

QUIZ NIGHT! 

There will be PRIZES for the WINNERS! 

Saturday 27.2.2016 at 7:30 pm Twyford Church of England High School, Twyford 
Crescent, Acton London W3 9PP 

Tickets inclusive of dinner: £20.00 Adults, £10.00 Students (14 - 16 years old) 

This is a very popular event! Book early to avoid disappointment  

Tickets available from: Rita Barseghian - Tel: 020 8566 8810 - Mobile: 07919 
364189 Hermineh Cherchian - Tel: 020 8568 4275 - Mobile: 07738976763 Flora 

Torossian - Tel: 020 8997 2946 - Mobile: 07748948030 

HYE SPRING CRUISE on the River Thames 

Saturday 12th March 2016 7pm – Midnight (please arrive by 6:45pm as boat 
will leave promptly) 

Tickets: Early Bird Tickets: £30, after 5th March: £35 (price includes 
Armenian/Lebanese light buffet dinner and sweets) 

Bar available on board 

Part of  the profits generated will be donated to SYRIA RELIEF 

Enquiries: valentine@tekeyan.org.uk 

LIVE DJ Armenian and Popular Dance Music 

“The Mercia” Crown Pier 60 Victoria Embankment, London, EC4V 3QR 

London Underground Nearest tube: Temple and Blackfriars (District and 
Circle Lines) 

Co-organised by: AGBU Young Professionals of  London, Tekeyan Cultural 
Association and the Armenian Church Youth Fellowship 

armeniancruise.eventbrite.co.uk http://bit.do/hyespringcruise 



 

  

On Saturday, 13th February on the eve of the Feast of the Presentation of our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, the Primate’s Office of the Armenian Church in 
the United Kingdom and Ireland along with The Armenian Church Youth 
Fellowship, the Ladies Guild and the St. Sarkis Parish Council have organised a 
special Prayer Service to bless our young new families and our newly married 
couples. This is also to promote our Armenian family traditions and values to 
strengthen the link between the Church and the community. 
 
There will be bonfire on the grounds of St. Sarkis church as well as a special 
dance led by Shakeh Major Tchilingirian. There will be Lenten food in the 
Gulbenkian hall as well as entertainment organised by the newly formed Ladies 
Guild of the Primate’s Office and other performances by the Komitas Choir.  
Food will be available for a donation of £10 per person. 
 

Blessing of  Young Families and Newlyweds 
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On Sunday, 7th February the Armenian community in Manchester and the 
Armenian school organised a charity tea party “Boon Berkendan” to raise 
money for the local Armenian school.  The evening started with delicious cakes 
and delights prepared by ladies from the community.  Many members of the 
community wore traditional Armenian costume.  Tatevik Hakobyan was the 
soloist of the evening who beautifully sang some old Armenian traditional 
songs from 14th century, and was joined by her friends with singing and 
dancing. The evening concluded with traditional games for children and adults 
and a singalong. Many thanks to the organisers especially Elsie Couligian and 
all the volunteers. 
 

Parish Life 
Eve of  Great Lent Celebrated in Manchester 

  

 

 



 

  

If the horrors of 2015 and 2016 have taught us nothing else, it is that genocide 
reparations in 2016 are more pressing than a century ago – and not primarily 
for the Armenian victims and their descendants, but for international peace 
and security.  The consequences of impunity for the Armenian Genocide have 
compounded for a century and now once again threaten the security of the 
community of nations.  As past year's public statements and centennial events 
made amply clear, the Armenian Genocide has been recognised, over and 
again, even by those countries and leaders that from time to time stammer at 
uttering the word.   Paradoxically, this has multiplied the hazard of impunity.  
Commemoration without atonement teaches the wrong lesson.   So long as 
impunity is the de facto norm of international law, the entire community is 
imperiled.   This is a man-made disaster, manufactured largely in the corridors 
of power by leaders who are addicted to gambling their children's security and 
the lives of other nations for their short-term material gain or the latest 
geopolitical model that has captivated their imaginations.    
 
Genocide is a crime against humanity. Like all criminal acts, condemnation 
and punishment is the right and duty of the community, here, the community 
of nations, and especially its leaders.  Reparations are compensation of harm.  
Reparations are an inalienable right of the injured party, founded on 
independent factual and legal grounds, and it is the duty of the community to 
demand such compensation on behalf of the victims.  Genocide recognition 
and reparations, criminal and civil claims, can and should be pursued 
separately, in parallel.    
 
Neither recognition nor reparations are bilateral disputes between Armenians 
and Turks, or Armenia and Turkey – denial and delay have been caused by 
multiple parties and their proper resolution will require the involvement of 
all parties in interest.   Reparations involve not only the perpetrators, Turkey 
and its WWI allies Germany and Austro-Hungary, but also Armenia's WWI 
allies and other countries that have obstructed, denied or delayed reparations. 
 
Under international law, Turkey is not a successor state, but a continuation of 
the Ottoman Empire.  A state's rights and responsibilities are not terminated 
by a change in government, constitution or border adjustments.  It is 
important to take law, precedent, and practice into account.   In the case of 
Turkey, international courts have found it not to be a new state but the 

Our History 
Genocide Reparations:  A Matter of  International 
Urgency in 2016 
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“So long as impunity 
is the de facto norm of 
international law, the 
entire community is 

imperiled” 

 



 

  
continuation of the Ottoman Empire and its course of dealing in international 
bodies and agreements is consistent with continuity.   
 
Turkey is in an untenable position: half condemned with no process for 
atoning and finding closure.  Turkey has been put in this untenable position 
by the US, UK, Israel and others who hold out the mirage of impunity for this 
crime. This is nothing less than a nightmare that humanity has been paying 
for ever since the world community failed to deal with the Armenian 
Genocide in a proper and timely manner in 1919.    
 
At the time and since, a good portion of the international community has 
condemned the Armenian Genocide, including the US, which has not 
retracted or repudiated its 1951 submission to the International Court of 
Justice (nor will it), and it seems unlikely that President Truman and Secretary 
of State Dean Acheson approved a false submission to the International Court 
on behalf of the US.   "The practice of genocide has occurred throughout 
human history. The Roman persecution of the Christians, the Turkish 
massacres of Armenians, the extermination of millions of Jews and Poles by 
the Nazis are outstanding examples of the crime of genocide."  http://www.icj-
cij.org/docket/files/12/11767.pdf 
  
So where do we go from here in 2016? 
 
The Turks need to be able to put this behind them.  An apology is not 
enough.   The apology must be accompanied by redemption - settling the legal 
and moral debt.  Condemnation or admission followed by punishment and 
atonement are the path to closure.  Instead, lots of people are busy exploiting 
this issue at the expense of both Armenians and Turks in a continuation of the 
19th-century game that fuelled the Armenian Genocide in the first place.   
 
A way forward is to pursue the standard measure of compensation in such 
circumstances:  Reversible harm should be reversed. Irreversible harm should 
be compensated.  This is what the Armenian delegation proposed at the 1919 
Paris Peace Conference and it still may be the clearest path.   
 
The goal of reparations is not to punish the perpetrator (which is the role of 
criminal law), but to make the injured party whole.  In other words, put the 
victims in the position they would have been but for the harm.  To do so 
reversible harm should be reversed, and irreversible harm should be 
compensated, typically through monetary or other equivalent means.  
Reversible harm includes property which can be returned or restored, fully or 
partially, to its rightful owners (e.g., church property).  Irreversible harm 
includes lost lives, lost generations, lost culture, deprivation of homeland. 
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Alternative compensation includes land, rights (including indigenous peoples' 
and minority religious or cultural freedoms and security, access to the sea, use, 
access and preservation of cultural heritage, priority rights or privileges with 
respect to the natural resources of the homeland, demilitarised zone for 
security).  Much of Armenians' lost natural patrimony is compensable from 
future cash streams in which there are as yet no vested interests, facilitating 
allocation as compensation.   
 
The Armenian Delegation's 1919 Claim was partial, just for human and property 
loss, submitted on the assumption that Armenia’s victorious allies would restore 
the Armenian homeland. That claim was 19 bn. French francs, which in today's 
terms, by some estimates, would exceed $500 bn. just for human and property 
loss.  The Armenian Delegation's 1919 Claim was not given a fair or full hearing 
at the Paris Peace Conference, but was summarily dismissed by the special 
Commission headed by US Brig. Gen. Charles McKinstry, without objection 
from Armenia's allies, who were fully aware of the devastation suffered by the 
Armenians.   
 
There are solid grounds for reversible harm in the form of alternative 
compensation: land, property and other rights. As a matter of international law, 
the Wilsonian Arbitral Award was valid upon delivery and, though overtaken 
by events, has never been found to be procedurally or substantively flawed.  
Moreover, the Kemalists' post-genocide land grab cannot be legitimated, even if 
facilitated by Great Britain and acquiesced in by Bolshevik Russia.  Criminals are 
not entitled to stolen property, even under sharia law.  Turkey's claims to Ararat, 
Ani and adjacent Armenian lands are no more defensible than Stalin's 
misappropriation of Armenian Nakhichevan and Karabagh, another legacy of 
British policy in the region.   
 
The international standard for compensation is "prompt, adequate and effective."  
Parties denied timely compensation are entitled to delay damages.  Turkey and 
its WWI allies Germany and Austro-Hungary are primarily responsible for the 
harm.  Parties that obstruct, deny and delay compensation are also liable for their 
role in deny or delaying compensation, e.g., United States, Russia, Great Britain, 
France, Italy, Israel. All have profited and continue to profit from denial and 
delay in reparations; thus, all should pay.   
 
The costs of failing to deal with the Armenian Genocide at the time have been 
enormous. All humanity continues to pay dearly for it to this day.  The course of 
history would have been altered had the leaders of the world community done 
their duty at the time.  The costs incurred by the Armenian nation alone due to 
the Genocide and delayed remedy have been calculated to be over USD 3 trillion.  
Yet this pales in comparison with the costs imposed on the rest of humanity, 
which continues to mount to this day.  Great powers continue to reap the 
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benefits of genocide denial in their dealings with unrepentant Turkey, for 
example, indifferent to the collateral costs this imposes on other peoples and 
nations.  The victims bear the brunt of this indifference, but they are no longer 
alone in bearing the externalised costs.     
 
Yes, these are big numbers, but the enormity of the injury was by most 
accounts unprecedented at the time and has since compounded.   Peace 
demands full justice.  Unresolved issues sow the seeds of future disputes.  
Advocates should not be afraid to state the real extent of the harm and should 
advise the fullest compensation supported by the law and facts.  At this stage, 
all potential claims that have a basis in law or justice should be fully 
considered.  Claims should not be discounted on grounds of improbability, 
tactics or strategy. 
 
If after WWI, instead of pursuing their petty rivalries and short-sighted greed, 
the Great Powers had acted responsibly and pursued their own and humanity’s 
welfare, we all might have been spared a lot of horror in the 20th and 21st 
centuries.   While it is still not too late, we can only hope that current tragedies 
may yet jolt world leaders out of their myopic indifference.    
 
Tom Samuelian is an international attorney from Yerevan. 
 
 

Watch the latest videos from the Armenian Church in 
the UK 

 

ST. SARKIS DAY 

To view the video of this celebration, go to: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vyV8r-9HdWA 

 

CHRISTIAN UNITY DAY 

To view the service for Christian Unity, go to: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FCjVEh09Yew&feature=youtu.be 
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          Tekeyan Trust   London            
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

                                                                        K O M I T A S 
    

                                                                        C H O I R 
                  

     Our mission is   to enrich lives through music,   

but we can’t do it without your support.   

You can make a personal difference in the work of  the Komitas Choir.    

Please consider that your financial support helps sustain the  c hoir’s   rehearsals,    

concerts,  musical  performances,  and community activities.   

  

Give a little and make a big difference...   
  

TO MAKE A DONATION   
  

BY CHEQUE   
  

Send cheques   payable to the Tekeyan Trust   
  

15  Brunswick Court, 1 Darlaston Road   
London SW19 4LF   

Tel: 020 3582 0190, Mob: 07940 522 606   
vouzounian@tekeyantrust.com   

BY BANK TRANSFER   
  

Barclays Bank PLC   
A /C Name :  The  Tekeyan Trust   

A/C No.:  50773093   
Sort Code: 20 - 68 - 79   

SWIFT BIC: BARCGB22   
IBAN: GB35 BARC 2068 7950 7730 93   

  
Memo:  " Support to the Komitas Choir"    

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _   
  

Every  pound   is valuable to us and greatly appreciated!   
  

Thank you for your consideration and your commitment to the Komitas Choir!   
  
  



  

KOMITAS  CHOIR  OF  TEKEYAN  TRUST  LONDON 

In November 2013, the Tekeyan Trust London, on the initiative of its Honourary Secretary Mr 
Vartan Ouzounian, founded the Komitas Choir. The idea of creating the choir, the brainchild of Mr 
Sipan Olah, a young and promising tenor and conductor from Armenia, was also enthusiastically 
supported by benefactors both from the UK and abroad.     

Currently the Komitas Choir consists of 30 members. Mr Ouzounian is the choir chairman, Mr Olah 
is its artistic director and conductor, and Mrs Ellida Babayan (originally from Armenia) is the 
pianist. They all work relentlessly and passionately to bring together young and old choir members 
and guide them to maturity. Under the baton of conductor Olah, the Komitas Choir aims to research, 
preserve and enhance Armenian musical heritage.   

The choir repertoire includes a wide range of songs and music, including Armenian folk, classical, 
spiritual as well as international ones.    

Diligence of the choir and devotion to music smoothed the way towards many successful 
performances at concerts and celebrations amongst which were Armenian Street Festival (August 
2014), the 23rd Armenian Independence Day (September, 2014), Christmas Carol concert 
organized by Baroness Caroline Cox in support of charity organization HART (2014, 2015).    

The Komitas Choir’s first major concert was dedicated to the 145th anniversary of Komitas and 
took place at St Yeghiche Church in October, 2014. The concert included solo and choir 
performances and made a deep impression on the attendants. It has been an encouraging start for 
the choir and its artistic director Olah whose natural talent is growing stronger and more compelling 
from concert to concert.    

It is also gratifying to see the zeal of the choir members, a dedicated group of volunteers who 
diligently attend all the rehearsals for delivering high quality music and reaching new heights in 
the world of music. And the true measure of their success is that the choir performances always 
attract large audiences.   

Starting January 2016, after a compelled break from March to December, 2015, the Komitas Choir 
has resumed rehearsals which are going on without interruptions since the choir is perfecting a new 
programme for performing at several concerts after summer period.   

The majority of the choir members are older generation, yet it would be wonderful to see more 
young members of the Armenian Community joining the Komitas Choir, in order to continue the 
excellent choral traditions set by Komitas himself and to spread the ancient Armenian musical and 
cultural heritage in the UK.   

The Tekeyan Trust and the Komitas Choir invite talented young volunteers who love choral music 
and care for Armenian traditional songs, to become a choir member and to support its existence for 
forthcoming years. The youth can be constant initiators of new musical projects and can lead the 
Komitas Choir to the world stages.     



 

  Upcoming Events 
 
DIOCESAN PROGRAMMES  
Forthcoming Events in February 
 
Bible Studies  
Every Thursday, at St. Sarkis Church Gulbenkian Hall led by the Primate and the 
clergy of the Diocese 
Next dates: February 18th, 25th; March 3rd, 10th 
Bible Studies are an important part of the church’s ministry as they provide 
opportunities for the faithful and those who are interested and curious to have a 
deeper understanding of Christianity and to ask questions about their faith, beliefs 
and concerns.  During Bible studies we make observations (what do passages in the 
Bible say?), provide interpretation (what do they mean?) and ask how applicable 
these passages are to our lives today. Open to everyone.   
 
Great Lent 
Every Friday evening during Great Lent there will be services in St. Sarkis and St. 
Yeghiche Churches. St. Sarkis will continue its tradition of Friday night evening 
Lenten vigil services followed by a Lenten fellowship meal. 
12th, 19th, 26th February, at 6:30 pm Liturgy of the Hour of Peace (Խաղաղական 
ժամերգութիւն) or Liturgy of the Hour of Rest (Հանգստեան ժամերգութիւն) 
at St. Sarkis Church. Lenten food will be served in the Gulbenkian Hall afterwards.  
17th, 24th February, Liturgy of the Hour of Sunrise (Արեւագալի ժամերգութիւն), 
at St. Sarkis Church at 10:30am. 
 
Eve of Tiarnendaraj (The Lord’s Presentation to the Temple) 
Saturday, 13th February, in St. Sarkis Church at 5:30pm 
There will be blessing of newly married couples at St. Sarkis Church at 5:30 pm 
followed by a circle dance and bonfire. Food will be available for a donation of £10 
per person. 
 
Tiarnendaraj – The Lord’s Presentation to the Temple 
The Blessing of Newlyweds and Young Families 
Sunday, 14th February 
Divine Liturgies at St. Yeghiche and St. Sarkis Churches are at 11:00am and 
Manchester Holy Trinity Church at 11:30am. 
 
Elmridge Multi-Faith Forum 
Wednesday, 24th February, 11:00 am, St. Sarkis Church 
Visit of multi-faith Group, organised jointly by ELMRIDGE MULTIFAITH FORUM and 
the Primate’s Office. The idea is to increase the mutual understanding between 
different faith groups. 
 
Theophania Concert 
Saturday, 27th February, 7:00pm, St. Yeghiche Church  
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  “Theophania Concert”. A spiritual celebration, organised by the St. Kyrel Trust, St. 
Yeghiche Church and Primate’s Office.  Presented by Armenian, Coptic, Greek, 
Moldovian, Russian, Maronite and Syriac choirs. 
  
Armenian Sacred and Classical Music Concert for Syrian Relief 
Saturday, 19th March, 7:30 pm, St. Yeghiche Church  
A concert of Armenian Sacred and Classical Music welcoming in Holy Week. Musical 
Director Aris Nadirian and Anais Heghoyan will be coordinating this concert.  Invited 
to perform will be soloists from Saghmosergu male ensemble from Armenia and The 
London Armenian Opera Chorus. Tickets can be purchased at St. Yeghiche Church 
on the day at £15 and all profits made from the concert will go to Syria Relief.  
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ST KYREL TRUST PRESENTS 

THEOPHANIA 

BY THE OLDEST CHRISTIAN CIVILIZATIONS 

27th February 2016 at 7:00 PM 

-Coptic  -Maronite  -Russian 

-Armenian  -Greek  -Roman Catholic  -Syrian 

St Yeghiche Armenian Church, 13b Cranley Gardens, Kensington, London 
SW7 3BB 
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Prayer intentions for February 

We join sister Churches and pray that 
people may take good care of creation – a 
gift freely given – cultivating and 
protecting it for future generations 
 
 
 
 

 

Editorial: 

The main objective of the diocesan e-newsletter 
is to serve and reach out to Armenians 
throughout the United Kingdom and Ireland. 
The community members and organisations are 
welcome to send their announcements for the e-
newsletter, including information not only 
about public events but also about important 
family events such as christening, matrimony or 
passing away.   
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We invite those who have questions or wish to gain deeper understanding 
of the faith, moral discernment, teachings and traditions of the Armenian 
Church to contact the Office of the Diocese of the Armenian Church in 
United Kingdom and Ireland: 

    The Primate’s Office 
The Armenian Vicarage 
Iverna Gardens 
London, W8 6TP 
or email: primatesoffice@armenianchurch.co.uk  

 
PLEASE NOTE OUR CHANGE OF POSTAL ADDRESS 
 

 

 

Worship Services in the Armenian Churches 

Services are held in the Armenian Churches in London every Sunday starting at 11:00 am.  In 
Manchester, there is a service on the 1st Sunday of the month.  For further details, please contact the 
parish nearest to you:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Other Parishes of our Diocese: 
 

Cardiff - Tel: + 44 771 279 2304, +44 2920779248. john@jagproperties.co.uk  

Dublin - Tel: +44 2891 863559. http://www.armenians.ie/  

Birmingham – Tel: +44 121 675 1469. St John’s Church, Stratford Road, Birmingham, B11 4EA  

Oxford - Tel: +44 7810 490242. armenian.society@studentsclub.ox.ac.uk 
 

 

 

Holy Trinity Armenian Church 
229 Upper Brook Street 
Manchester, M13 0FY 

Tel: 0161 273 1074 
www.armenianchurchmanchester.org/ 

 

 

St. Sarkis Church 
Iverna Gardens 

Kensington, London, W8 6TP 
Tel: 020 7937 0152 

http://www.stsarkisparish.co.uk 

 

St. Yeghiche Cathedral 
13b Cranley Gardens 

Kensington, London SW7 3BB 
Tel: 020 7373 8133 

http://www.styeghiche.org.uk/ 
 

Editorial Committee: 
 
His Grace Bishop Hovakim 
Manukyan, Primate 
 
Garen Arevian 
Lena Boghossian 
Hovik Hovhannisyan 
Aznive Simon 
Gagik Stepan-Sarkissian 
Sossi Yerissian 
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