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Meeting with the Spiritual Leaders of  the Syrian 
Armenian Community  
 

On Friday, 6th May, His Grace Bishop Hovakim Manukyan received His 

Grace Bishop Armash Nalbandyan, Primate of the Armenian Diocese of 

Damascus and Rev. Dr. Haroutune George Selimian, President of the 

Armenian Protestant Community in Syria, for the meeting with the 

representatives of sister Churches and Armenian Community members.  

 

The meeting was attended by His Eminence Archbishop Mar Athanasius, 

Primate of the Syriac Orthodox Diocese of the UK, and His Grace Bishop 

Angelos, General Bishop of the Coptic Orthodox Church in the UK, as well 

as by Rev. Fr. William Taylor, the representative of the Bishop of London 

and Abouna Aphram Ozan of the Syriac Church.  

 

Mr. Armen Liloyan, Political Secretary of the Armenian Republic at the 

Armenian Embassy in the UK, Mr. Viken Haladjian, Chair of St. Yeghiche 
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Parish Council and Mr. Bagrat Nazarian, Chair of St. Sarkis 

Parish Council, Dr. Hratch Tchiligirian, specialist in Oriental 

Studies, Mr. Ara Palamoudian, Chairman of the ACC and 

Jirajr Kevorkian, Chair of the AGBU, participated in the 

meeting by the invitation of the Primate.  

 

During the meeting His Grace greeted the guest clergy and 

presented the members of the sister Churches and Armenian 

community at the meeting. He emphasized the fact that the 

Syrian Armenian Community is always under the constant 

attention of the Armenian Church and community.  Bishop 

Armash Nalbandyan and Rev. Haroutune Selimian thanked 

the Primate and the Armenian Community in the UK for 

their continuous support extended to Syrian Armenians 

living in Syria. The received guests presented the recent 

political developments in Syria, indicating that the Armenian 

community has strong hopes that the suffering will be 

followed by a rebirth and Resurrection, and there will be a 

new political vision that would open the door to resolve the 

existing dilemma that would result in a resolution to the 

crisis. 

 

At the end of the meeting Rev. Fr. Shnork Bagdassarian and 

Rev. Fr. Vram Khazaryan accompanied the guests to St. 

Sarkis Church for a short prayer. They prayed also for the 

eternal memory of the Armenians who were killed both 

during the Syrian war and recent Azerbaijani aggression 
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against Artsakh.  

 

After the prayer there was a small reception on the grounds of St. Sarkis 

Church organised by the Primate’s Office Ladies Committee. The Primate and 

guests thanked the Ladies Committee and especially Jeanine Gulvanesian, 

Vera Harland and Karina Gevorgyan.  

 

Bishop Nalbandyan and Rev. Selimian are visiting London and the UK by the 

invitation of Rev. C. L. Gillham, representing the charity “Christian rebuild.” 

During their stay they will visit various Universities and meet with the 

different communities throughout UK.   
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Lecture on Armenian Church Feasts 
 

 

How was the calendar of the Armenian Church was organised, what kind 

of feasts does it include, how and when they are observed, and what are 

their meaning and importance in the lives of the faithful?  These are 

general but simple questions that are often asked. Some of these questions 

were answered, when Hamazkayin London members invited His Grace 

Bishop Hovakim Manukyan to lecture on Friday evening, 6th May, on the 

topic “The Feasts of the Armenian Church and their National Importance” 

at the Navasartian Centre.   

 

The event began with a speech by the Chairperson of London 

Hamazkayin, Hrach Boghosian. At the beginning of his speech he invited 

all those present to observe a minute of silence in memory of the 

Armenian soldiers who died protecting the borders of Artsakh, and then 

presented a short biography of the lecturer to the audience.  

 

Bishop Hovakim made his presentation explaining the historical 

development of the Armenian Church Calendar (Տոնացույց). 

Commenting on the Feasts of Holy Translators (Թարգմանչաց), St. 

Vartan and his 1036 companions (Վարդանանք) and Transfiguration 

(Պայծառակերպություն), he revealed some important historical facts 

related to the practice of the feasts and showed their influence in shaping 

spiritual and moral life as well as preserving cultural identity and 

strengthening the patriotic feelings of the faithful.   

 

There were questions and answers at the end of the presentation. The 
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Parish Life 
Primate visits Birmingham Mission Parish  
 

 

Primate answered the various questions of faithful regarding the faith, language 

and traditions of the Armenian Church. The faithful were interested in knowing 

about the Feast of the Holy Martyrs of the Armenian Genocide of 1915, as well as 

about the possibility of proclaiming individuals such as Gomidas Vardapet and 

Catholicos Mgrdich Khrimian (Խրիմյան Հայրիկ) saints. The presentation was 

enriched by tenor Kevork Hadjian’s performance of “Armenia” Gomidas 

(Հայաստան երկիր դրախտավայր).  

 

The observance of feasts of the Armenian Church is also an important factor in 

preserving the cultural identity of the communities in the Diaspora. Feasts are 

good occasions to gather the members of the community together and enjoy the 

cultural heritage of the Armenian people. Some of the members of the 

community have a creative approach and introduce new folk traditions related to 

the feasts and national events. Such a ritual was devised by Shakeh Major 

Tchilingirian, which was held after the presentation. She led the “Circle of 

Dignity” in honour and solidarity with the mothers and young wives of 

Armenian soldiers in Artsakh, and all women who are victims of wars and 

conflicts around the world today. 
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On Saturday, 30th April, H.G. Bishop Hovakim Manukyan visited 

Birmingham Mission Parish for the Annual Parish Meeting, which was held 

at St. John’s Church, after he presided over the Evensong.  The meeting was 

chaired by Mr. Gagik Chobanyan and the secretary was Mrs. Karina 

Sinanyan. The Chair of the Mission Parish, Varuzhan Davtyan, gave an 

activity report and Mr. Masis Amiryan made a financial report. The Primate 

expressed his thankfulness and extended his blessings for the work that they 

have done both during his tenure as well as that of Bishop Hovannessian.  

 

During the last year the Mission Parish has organized several liturgical 

services, a commemoration the centennial of the Armenian Genocide, and 

one of the members of the mission parish attends deacon’s training 

programmes in Manchester.  

 

 



 
  

Mr. Varuzhan Davtyan (Chair), Mrs. Astghik Allen (Vice Chair), Mr. 

Masis   Amiryan (Treasurer), Mrs.  Seta Cox (Secretary), Mr. Artur 

Toumanian (Sacristan), Mr. Arkadi Sinanyan, Mr. Dikran Manoukian 

and Mr. Dikran Melconyan were elected as new members of the 

Mission Parish Council.  

 

During the AGM there was a discussion about the needs of the 

Mission Parish. The AGM set objectives for the newly elected Mission 

Parish Council to carry out during the year ahead. It was stated that 

the Parish Council needs to have a small church edifice, which will 

allow them to host Armenian Sunday School, organise community 

activities and meetings as well as to have church choirs, monthly 

liturgical celebrations as well as a youth ministry. The Mission Parish 

Council is also going to register as a charity.  

 

After the meeting, the Primate visited some of the families and 

performed house blessing (տնօրհնեք) services for them. 
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Parish Life 
Divine Liturgy in Holy Trinity Church, Manchester 
 

 



 
  

On Sunday, 1st May, His Grace Bishop Hovakim Manukyan celebrated the Divine 

Liturgy at Holy Trinity Church in Manchester. The celebration coincided with 

the Easter celebration of the Eastern Orthodox Churches and Armenian 

Patriarchate of Jerusalem who celebrate Easter following the old Julian calendar.  

 

During the Liturgy, the Primate was assisted by the Chair of the Trust, Deacon 

Tatto Couligian and five deacons of the church who participate in the deacon’s 

training programme led by Deacon Artur Bobikyan.  The sermon of His Grace 

was based on the Biblical reading of the day offered by the Armenian lectionary. 

Commenting on John (10:10): “I have come so that they may have life and have it 

to the full”, Bishop Hovakim spoke about Christian life based on the teaching of 

the Resurrected Christ. He made parallets with the current and historical 

experience of the Armenian people who have suffered but gained life through 

Christ, and he encouraged the faithful to be steadfast in faith and keep their 

traditions boldly.  

 

At the end of the Liturgy there was a prayer for the loving memory of the former 

Primate of the Diocese, the late Archbishop Yeghishe Gizirian on the 40th day of 

His passing away.  

 

In the afternoon His Grace baptized, confirmed and gave the first communion to 

the three newly baptized of the Armenian Church; brothers Azat, Edgar and 

Kevork Sardaryans.  
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On 3rd May, His Grace Bishop Hovakim visited The Rt. Revd. and Rt. Hon. 

Dr Richard Chartres at the Old Deanery.  

 

The Primate briefed His Grace about the recent situation around Artsakh 

(Nagorno- Kharabakh).  They exchanged views on the situation and spoke 

about the developments in the Middle East. They also spoke about the 

importance of strengthening bilateral relations between Armenian and 

Anglican Churches. 

 

Bishop Hovakim also extended an invitation to His Grace to attend the 

Armenian Street Festival to be held on the 17th July 2016 in Iverna Gardens, on 

the grounds of St. Sarkis Armenian Church.  

 

The Bishop of London visited Armenia in April 2015, during the centennial 

commemoration events of the Armenian Genocide, and he represented the 

Archbishop of Canterbury at the canonisation service in the Mother See of 

Holy Etchmiadzin on 23rd April, 2015. He was the main preacher at the 

commemoration event at Westminster Abbey on 27th October, 2015. 
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Ecumenical News 
Bishop Hovakim meets with the Bishop of  London 
 



 
  

Page 10 

Ecumenical News 
Representatives of  ‘Youth for Christ’ visit Primate  

Armenian Church News 

On 5th May, His Grace Bishop Hovakim Manukyan received representatives of 

the International Christian organisation “Youth for Christ”, Edward De Kam 

(Director of the MENA Region), Mikhail Kornev (National Director) and 

Patrick McDonald (Board Member, Advisor to YFC and Managing Partner of 

Oxford Ventures for Social Enterprise). Dr. Harry Hagopian, specialist on the 

MENA region, was present at the meeting.  

 

During the meeting Edward De Kam presented their organisation and their 

activities for socially vulnerable youth groups and expressed a desire to 

cooperate with the Armenian Church. The Primate presented the ecumenical 

guests with details of the youth projects of the Armenian Church both in 

Armenia and in the UK. He spoke about specific aspects of the work and 

informed them about ecumenical organisations working in Armenia such as 

Armenian Round Table and encouraged them to work with these 

organisations. Ideas were exchanged on how to progress in building both 

ecumenical bridges and delivering quality programmes for the youth.  
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Spirituality 

“Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.” (John 12:13) 
 

When Jesus entered Jerusalem before the Passion Week the crowd gathered in the street were 

greeting him “Hosanna! “Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.”  

 

The lectionary of the Armenian Church reminds us of this Biblical event once again on the Sunday 

after the Feast of Ascension of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. This Sunday (5th May, 2016) is 

known as “Second Palm Sunday” or Second Dzakhazard. According to the tradition this feast was 

established by St. Gregory the Illuminator himself. When Jesus ascended to heaven the angels 

greeted him with the same spiritual songs and acclamations.    

 

On Palm Sunday, when Jesus entered Jerusalem he was on donkey not on horseback. This was a sign 

of humility. The king entered his kingdom in the form of a servant. This is a strong message.  It is an 

invitation to every Christian to follow to Jesus’s example and to experience a Christian humility, 

especially in these consumerist times. Christian humility does not mean to think less about yourself, 

but means to think about yourself less.  
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Announcement 

The Armenian Church News (ACN) publishes announcements of any 

Armenian organisation as it is an inclusive channel of communication.  

The objectives of ACN are to inform the wider public and its constituency 

members about:  

a. Activities of the Primate 

b. Organisations under the auspices of the Primate; ACT UK, ACYF, 

Ladies Committee 

c. Worldwide Armenian Church  

d. Parishes  

e. Upcoming events in the community 

The announcements about the community events are published upon the 

request of a particular organisation. The articles cannot be longer than 150 

words.  

ACN do not raise funds on behalf of any other organisation except for the 

Armenian Church (ACT UK, ACYF, ASF, Primate’s Office’s Ladies 

Committee, St. Yeghiche, St. Sarkis, Holy Trinity, Dublin, Cardiff, 

Birmingham, Oxford). 

Any article, flyer or information that may contain appeals do not represent 

the Primate’s or ACN official position.  

 

BOOK A STALL AT THE ARMENIAN STREET FESTIVAL! 

On Sunday 17th July the Armenian Church and its community will be hosting its 7th annual 
Armenian Street Festival (ASF), taking over the whole of Iverna Gardens by High Street 
Kensington.  ASF is a celebration of our culture, history, identity and faith; bringing the 
community and their friends together for a fun day filled with music, food and dancing. 

Our event attracts over 3000 people including the Armenian community, local residents, 
friends of our community, and representatives of sister Churches in the UK. 

On the day we will be offering vendors an opportunity to hire one of our stalls in order to sell 
their products and raise awareness. Over the years our stalls have sold books, artwork, 
craftwork, charitable merchandise, jewellery and more. We are offering up to 20 vendors the 
opportunity to hire one of our stalls for only £100 for the whole day. 

If you would like to learn more, please email us: primatesoffice@armenianchurch.co.uk or 
call 020 8127 8364. Our stalls usually get sold quickly so we recommend contacting us as 
soon as possible to secure a place at ASF. 
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Pilgrimage to the Holy Land 
6th – 14th June 2016 

A unique opportunity to explore the Holy Land and the legacy of the 

Armenian Church in Jerusalem 

Armenians have made pilgrimages to the Holy Land since the 5th century.  It is a unique opportunity 
for every Christian man and woman to have a spiritual journey and retreat. On 9th June, the pilgrims 
will participate in the Divine Liturgy on the occasion of the Feast of Ascension of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ (Old Julian Calendar).  
 
For the Armenian pilgrims it has another added value because apart from visiting Holy Places they 
will visit the Armenian quarter and St. James Armenian Patriarchate of Jerusalem to get acquainted 
with the legacy of the Armenian fathers in Jerusalem.  
 
The group will be led by the Primate, Bishop Hovakim Manukyan. Special guides will facilitate the 
visits. The group will stay five days in Jerusalem at the Christmas Hotel, two nights in Tiberias at 
the Boutique Hotel and one night in Tel Aviv at the Deborah Hotel.  
Cost:  £1600 (single room) 
 £1350 (shared room) 

Includes: accommodation, return flights from London Heathrow to Tel Aviv Airport (including airport 
taxes and fuel charges), Armenian/English speaking guide services, deluxe coach with free WIFI, 
entrance fees for tourist attractions on itinerary, half board basis (two meals daily), and farewell 
dinner. 

For more information, please contact: primatesoffice@armenianchurch.co.uk 
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The objectives of creating Sunday 
Schools on bordering areas are:     
 

 organise and coordinate spiritual 

education in Tavush  

 to underline the scientific, moral and 

spiritual aspects of religious education 

in the curriculum of the schools  

 to make the region of Tavush a unique 

centre of education  

 to see strengthen the practising of 

Christianity  

 

Between 2016-2019 we are planning to create 

around 70 schools in the region of Tavush  

Each school will cost around 2000 USD 

 

 

Any child living in the bordering region has a right to 

spiritual education. The borders are in good hands if we 

have people there living according Christian values 

 

Diocese of Tavush 

One Community, One School 

 
 

 

“When I grow up I will become like 

Serbazan”   

Little Nelli is a member of the Church Youth 

Organisation of Noyemberyan City 

 

Strengthening Christianity on the borders 

creates a stronger nation 
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  Upcoming Events 
 DIOCESAN PROGRAMMES  
Forthcoming Events in May, June and July 2016 
 

Bible Studies  
Every Thursday, at St. Sarkis Church Gulbenkian Hall led by the Primate and 
the clergy of the Diocese 
Next dates:  12th May, 19th May, 26th May  
Bible Studies are an important part of the church’s ministry as they provide 
opportunities for the faithful and those who are interested and curious to have 
a deeper understanding of Christianity and to ask questions about their faith, 
beliefs and concerns.  During Bible studies we make observations (what do 
passages in the Bible say?), provide interpretation (what do they mean?) and 
ask how applicable these passages are to our lives today. Open to everyone.   
  
Anahid Association Mother’s Day Celebratory Tea Party 

Sunday, 8th May, 3pm-5:30pm at the Double Tree Hotel, 2-8 Hanger Lane, 
Ealing W5 3HN.  Tickets £20 (£10 for children under 12) and additional 
information can be obtained from the Committee members: Klara 0208 998 
5250, Juliette 0208 998 5490, Larissa 0208 581 8080, Suzelle 0208 453 0196, 
Odette 01494 816 757. 
  
Dublin Parish 
Divine Liturgy in Taney Parish, Dublin  
8 – 11th May, visit to Dublin  
 
Birmingham Parish 
Divine Liturgy at Birmingham Armenian Mission Parish  
Sunday 15th May  
    
Cardiff Parish 
Armenian Church Service at Ararat Church  
Saturday, 21st May at 10.30am  
 
Consecration of the Icon of the Holy Martyrs of the Armenian Genocide and 
in Memoriam of the late Mrs. Dickranouhi Darzi 
Sunday, 22nd May in St. Sarkis Church during the Divine Liturgy  
 
Dedication Service in Memoriam of Mr. B. Kassardjian 
Sunday, 22nd May in St. Sarkis Church at 3:00pm 
  

Divine Liturgy and Special Memorial Service for Archbishop Gizirian 
Sunday, 29th May, in St. Yeghiche Church (PLEASE NOTE CHANGE OF DATE) 
Divine Liturgy and at 3pm a special remembrance service in memory of the late 
Archbishop Yeghishe Gizirian. 
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Pilgrimage to the Holy Land 
6 – 14th June (please see advert for details) 
  
Pilgrimage to Holy Etchmiadzin 
24-26th June  
Visit to Armenia and the Mother See of Holy Etchmiadzin, on the occasion of the 
visit of His Holiness Pope Francis, Bishop of Rome by the invitation of His Holiness 
KAREKIN II, Supreme Patriarch and Catholicos of All Armenians. Those who want to 
attend the public events, please contact Karina Gevorgyan on: 
karinagevorgyan@hotmail.com Tel: 07515 336 637.  
 
 Armenian Street Festival  
Sunday, 17th July, 12pm-7pm 
Iverna Gardens, London W8 6TP 
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Editorial: 

The main objective of the diocesan e-newsletter is to 

serve and reach out to Armenians throughout the United 

Kingdom and Ireland. The community members and 

organisations are welcome to send their announcements 

for the e-newsletter, including information not only 

about public events but also about important family 

events such as christening, matrimony or passing away.   

 

 

Prayer Intentions for May: 

We pray for justice and peace in the 

world and particularly for the heroic 

people of Artsakh (Nagorno-

Karabakh).   

Having remembered the Holy Martyrs 

of 1915, we pray for the truth to 

prevail, and an end to denial, so that 

genocide may no longer occur in our 

modern world.  

mailto:karinagevorgyan@hotmail.com
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We invite those who have questions or wish to gain deeper understanding 
of the faith, moral discernment, teachings and traditions of the Armenian 
Church to contact the Office of the Diocese of the Armenian Church in 
United Kingdom and Ireland: 

    The Primate’s Office 
c/o The Armenian Vicarage 
Iverna Gardens 
London, W8 6TP 
or email: primatesoffice@armenianchurch.co.uk  

 
 

 

 

Worship Services in the Armenian Churches 

Services are held in the Armenian Churches in London every Sunday starting at 11:00 am.  In 
Manchester, there is a service on the 1st Sunday of the month.  For further details, please contact 
the parish nearest to you:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Other Parishes of our Diocese: 
 

Cardiff - Tel: + 44 771 279 2304, +44 2920779248. john@jagproperties.co.uk  

Dublin - Tel: +44 2891 863559. http://www.armenians.ie/  

Birmingham – Tel: +44 121 675 1469. St John’s Church, Stratford Road, Birmingham, B11 4EA  

Oxford - Tel: +44 7810 490242. armenian.society@studentsclub.ox.ac.uk 
 

 

 

Holy Trinity Armenian Church 
229 Upper Brook Street 
Manchester, M13 0FY 

Tel: 0161 273 1074 
www.armenianchurchmanchester.org/ 

 

 

St. Sarkis Church 
Iverna Gardens 

Kensington, London, W8 6TP 
Tel: 020 7937 0152 

http://www.stsarkisparish.co.uk 

 

St. Yeghiche Cathedral 
13b Cranley Gardens 

Kensington, London SW7 3BB 
Tel: 020 7373 8133 

http://www.styeghiche.org.uk/ 
 

Editorial Committee: 
 
His Grace Bishop Hovakim 
Manukyan, Primate 
 
Garen Arevian 
Lena Boghossian 
Hovik Hovhannisyan 
Aznive Simon 
Gagik Stepan-Sarkissian 
Sossi Yerissian 
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