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Genocide Remembrance Service and 
Consecration of  the Icon of  the Holy Martyrs 
 

The Feast of the Holy Martyrs of the Armenian Genocide was observed on 

24th April, 2016 at St. Yeghiche Armenian Church in Kensington during 

the Divine Liturgy.  A good number of our community members 

participated in the Liturgy (Soorp Badarak), and witnessed the consecration 

of the Icon of the Holy Martyrs who gave their lives during the Armenian 

Genocide for faith and for the homeland. 

 

The icon was consecrated by the Primate of the Diocese, His Grace Bishop 

Hovakim Manukyan. Bishop David Hamid from the Diocese in Europe of 

the Anglican Church and Fr. Patrick Thomas from the Church in Wales and 

Canon John O'Toole of the Catholic Bishops Conference of England and 

Wales joined the Primate while consecrating the icon. There was a 
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memorial service for the newly fallen soldiers who fell protecting our borders 

with Azerbaijan at the end of the Divine liturgy. 

 

At the end of the service, each of the clergy prayed and gave the final blessing 

in English, Welsh and Armenian. The congregation kissed the Gospel and 

thanked individually each of the clergy for their participation and support for 

the Armenian community in UK. 

 

To read Bishop David Hamid’s blog of the event, please follow this link:  
http://eurobishop.blogspot.co.uk/2016/04/consecration-of-icon-of-holy-
martyrs-of.html 
 
To read Dr. Harry Hagopian’s article on this event, please follow this link: 
http://www.ekklesia.co.uk/node/22986 
 
To view the video of the event, please follow this link: 
https://youtu.be/c4E9IiMN1pk 
 

REMARKS OF HIS GRACE BISHOP HOVAKIM MANUKYAN 

ON THE OCCASION OF THE COMMEMORATION OF THE 

ARMENIAN GENOCIDE, 

ST. YEGHICHE, LONDON 

24th April, 2016 

 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

 

Once again we commemorate the 24th April, remembering the martyrdom of our 

nation and committing ourselves to work for the just cause of our people. 

 

We are united with our homeland, where Artsakh once again struggles for its 

independence and its basic human rights. The aspirations of the Armenians in 

Artsakh - the indigenous people of the region with deep historical roots, rich 

culture and religion - who strive to build independence and democracy, to 

advocate human rights and freedom, have been met with aggression by the 

enemy who have tried to chop off the green branches of an ancient tree. 

  

As Armenians, who once again stand tall after the blows of Genocide, we are 

filled with hope and commitment to secure Artsakh’s safety and the triumph of 

civilized norms.  

 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,  
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Our nation has suffered many hardships throughout history and has had to 

battle for the right to dignity and the security of self-rule. In one such episode, 

in the 5th century, an Armenian soldier was summoned before the Sassanid 

Persian King, Hazgert (Yazdegert), who ridiculed him for worshipping one who 

was crucified. He responded boldly, telling him to read the rest of the book 

where it speaks of Christ’s resurrection, of his coming again and the last 

judgment. Indeed, the narrative of the Armenian people is a story of 

resurrection.  Our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ rose from the dead, declaring 

that injustice is not the final word and death is not the last act. Our people also 

rose from the dead, from the ashes of Genocide, proclaiming that barbarians 

tried to kill us, but we did not die. Our faith was tested, but we did not abandon 

it. The death marches in the Syrian deserts could not break our will or 

extinguish our nation’s vitality.  

 

In connection with the eternal legacy of our people, Armenians living in Great 

Britain have much to do and a challenging task ahead: it is to speak about this 

truth. It is not only to speak about the truth of our resurrection but also to 

increase awareness in other people and to speak boldly so that peace, security 

and justice will transcend lesser interests.  

 

Having in mind the Christian principle of forgiveness and reconciliation, 

Armenian people are committed to working for a sustainable peace in the world 

based on repentance, atonement and redemption.   
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We live in trying times. The Middle East has been shattered by wars and 

religious extremism. Millions have become refugees. Europe has become a 

target of terror. Our home country Armenia and Artsakh endure intolerance, 

hatred and daily aggression from their neighbours east and west.  

 

Humanity deprives itself of the fruits of true peace because we have yet to 

realize that our failure to live up to the teachings of peace and mutual respect 

taught by Christian and nearly all other religions. 

 

When Jesus was told that His mother, brother and sister were waiting outside 

for him, he replied; “anyone who does the will of God, that person is my 

brother, sister and mother” (Mk․3:35). Where there are common ideas and a 

common cause, there must end our individual concepts of a brother, sister 

and mother, and the universal understanding of brother, sister and mother 

must prevail. This principle must conquer our societies so that we overcome 

the narrow understanding of profit and embrace a noble understanding of the 

common welfare. This is to say also that political, economic and sometimes 

even national interests cannot be above human decency and justice.  

 

The Holy Martyrs of the Armenian Genocide and the history of our people 

of the last 100 years remind us of this truth. “No one lights a lamp to put it 

under a bushel. They put it on the lamp-stand, where it shines for everyone 

in the house” (Mt. 5:15). Today we will consecrate the replica of the icon of 

the Holy Martyrs of the Armenian Genocide, the original of which was 

consecrated in the Mother See of Holy Etchmiadzin on 23rd April, 2015, 

during the canonisation of the Holy Martyrs of the Genocide.  This icon will 

remain in our Churches as a shining light speaking about this truth that 

cannot be hidden.   

 

I pray for the intercession of the Holy Martyrs for peace and stability in the 

world, for justice and integrity for humanity, for the security of our countries 

and people. 
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  FR PATRICK THOMAS 

VICAR OF CHRIST CHURCH, CARMARTHEN, AND CANON CHANCELLOR 

OF ST DAVIDS CATHEDRAL, PEMBROKESHIRE 

ADDRESS AT ST YEGHICHÉ ARMENIAN APOSTOLIC ORTHODOX 

CHURCH, SOUTH KENSINGTON 

24th APRIL 2016 

 

It is a great privilege to be here on such an important occasion, and I am very 

grateful to His Grace Bishop Hovakim for his kind invitation. 

 

Today, as we remember the Holy Martyrs, we are agonizingly aware of the reality 

of the Armenian Genocide: the death, in the most appalling and cruel 

circumstances, of a million and a half individuals, each one of them a precious 

soul in the sight of God. 

 

Stalin is said to have remarked that the death of one person is a tragedy, while 

the death of a million people is a statistic. As Christians we reject such brutal 

cynicism. For us, to paraphrase the words of one of the greatest English poets and 

churchmen, “Every man, woman or child’s death diminishes me, because I am 

involved in mankind.” 

 

On my first visit to the Genocide Museum in Yerevan, I saw a single skull from 

Der Zor. It brought home to me the fact that the one and a half million deaths 

represented one and half million personal tragedies. Each one who died was 

someone’s mother, father, sister, brother, child or loved one. 

 

Later, visiting Jerusalem with Armenian pilgrims, I was taken to a ceramics shop 

in the Armenian Quarter. My Armenian friends introduced me to the potter: 

“This is Father Patrick from Wales – a country that has recognised the Genocide.” 

The potter gave me a poster with a slogan in large letters: RECOGNITION, 

CONDEMNATION. PREVENTION. 

 

In Wales the members of our National Assembly have recognised the Genocide, 

and, as a result, the first public Armenian Genocide memorial in Britain, a 

beautiful khatchkar, was unveiled in the grounds of the Temple of Peace in 

Cardiff. The attempt by Turkish extremists to disrupt the dedication ceremony 

was particularly disturbing to those of us who were used to worshipping 

peacefully in our own country. Even worse was the later desecration of the 

monument, smashed with a sledgehammer. But, as you know, Armenians are 

always amazingly resilient, and the khatchkar was quickly restored to its original 

beauty. 
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In 2013 the Bishops of the Church in Wales agreed to my request that they 

designate April 24th as ‘Armenian Genocide Memorial Day’ in our Church 

Calendar, and special prayers in Welsh and English were produced to be used in 

our churches on this day every year. Even so the problem of ignorance remained. 

As I went around Wales giving talks about Armenia, always ending with mention 

of the Genocide, people were genuinely surprised and astonished to hear about 

such a horrific event. “No one ever told us about that,” was a common remark. 

Without knowledge of the brutal reality Genocide there cannot be condemnation 

of what happened.  

 

This led me to write a short, readable, carefully researched book, Remembering 
the Armenian Genocide 1915, which was published last year. A reviewer described 

it as ‘harrowing’. I sent an advance copy to a BBC Radio Wales producer who was 

preparing a programme about 1915. She was so moved and horrified by what she 

read that she entitled the programme ‘The Armenian Genocide’, and it became a 

BBC podcast. 

 

As a sign of their gratitude to the Bishops of the Church in Wales, the Welsh 

Armenians have given St Davids Cathedral a beautiful statue, sculpted by a young 

Armenian artist based in Cardiff. It was dedicated by Bishop Hovakim and Bishop 

Wyn of St Davids last December. St Davids Cathedral, in Pembrokeshire, is the 

most sacred place in Wales – the Welsh equivalent of Holy Etchmiadzin. The 

inscription on the memorial, in Armenian, Welsh and English, reads ‘IN 

MEMORY OF THE MARTYRS OF THE ARMENIAN GENOCIDE’. Predictably 

the Turkish government complained to the Archbishop of Wales and the Bishop 

and Dean of St Davids about the wording. I am happy to say that their complaints 

were rejected. St Davids Cathedral has a quarter of a million visitors each year. 

Every one of them will now become aware of the Armenian Genocide. 

 



 

 
  

As an odar, a non-Armenian, why does Genocide recognition matter so much to 

me? Partly it is because of my many dear Armenian friends and my awareness of 

what happened to so many of their family members. Also I’m conscious of the 

importance of honouring the courage, the suffering, the faith and the resilience 

both of the martyrs and the survivors. But, in addition, there is that third word 

on the potter’s poster: prevention.  

 

Genocide recognition is a moral issue which should transcend the often deeply 

cynical political pragmatism of certain governments. Genocide denial fuels future 

genocides, as the developing situation in the Middle East, where so many 

minorities are threatened, makes only too clear. We are also all painfully aware 

of the present vulnerability of the people of Artsakh/Nagorno-Karabakh. I visited 

a village church there some years ago, as the Badarak was drawing to its close. 

The people seemed remarkably similar to the inhabitants of the Welsh hill 

parishes in which I served for seventeen years. There was the same delightful 

variety of characters there. The difference, of course, was that my hill 

parishioners were not in imminent threat from Azeri drones and bombs and 

bullets. I pray for those Artsakh villagers every day. 

 

Perhaps I should end with the English version of the prayer which I wrote to be 

used on this day in all our churches in Wales. 

 

Almighty God, whose light revealed in Christ can never be extinguished by the 
darkness of human actions, we remember before you today the Armenian 
Martyrs of the Genocide: grant that the memory of their suffering may lead all 
peoples to work together for a world set free from prejudice and hatred, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
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The Rite of the Holy Martyrs of the Armenian Genocide  

On the centenary of the Armenian Genocide, the countless martyrs of the 

Genocide were formally recognised as Christian martyrs and canonised as saints 

of the Church on 23rd April 2015. This was based on the decision of the Bishops’ 

Synod of the Armenian Apostolic Church, under the auspices of Their 

Holinesses Karekin II, Catholicos of All Armenians and Aram I, Catholicos of 

the Great House of Cilicia.  

 

Since 24th April 2015, the Armenian Church does not conduct the service of the 

reposing of souls (Hogehangists) for the victims of the Armenian Genocide, but 

celebrate their feast as they are saints.  There is a special canon dedicated to 

Holy Martyrs and a Hymn.  
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Hymn- Sharagan of Holy Martyrs of the Armenian Genocide 

“Hrashatsan Bagootsmamp”  

 

Astonished and appalled were the heavenly armies 

And with terror were petrified the nations 

Upon seeing the ancient Eden changed into the scene and arena  

Of the fire, blazing like hell, of the passion of Cain, 

And the new sacrifice of this new Abel 

Whose blood speaks forever: 

Sovereign Lord, holy and true! How long will it be until You judge 

And seek justice? 

 

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, 

now and forever and unto the ages of ages. Amen. 

 

They sacrificed themselves for their fatherland 

And their native customs, institutions and traditions; 

They did not give away the adamantine loyalty to the faith 

In exchange of the pleasures of this transient life; 

And like the seed of wheat fallen on the good soil, 

They produced a crop hundredfold; 

Sovereign Lord, holy and true! How long will it be until You judge 

And seek justice? 

 

The Prayer of the Holy Martyrs 

Christ our God, you crown your saints with triumph and you do the will of all 

who fear you, looking after your creatures with love and kindness. Hear us from 

your holy and heavenly realm by the intercession of the Holy Mother of God 

and by the prayers of all your saints, especially the holy martyrs who gave their 

lives during THE ARMENIAN GENOCIDE FOR FAITH AND FOR THE 

HOMELAND, whom we commemorate today. Hear us Lord, and show us your 

mercy. Forgive, cancel and pardon our sins. Make us worthy thankfully to 

glorify you with the Father and with the Holy Spirit; now and always and unto 

the ages of ages. Amen.  

 

The Icon of the Holy Martyrs of the Armenian Genocide 

The original two icons were consecrated by His Holiness Karekin II, Supreme 

Patriarch and Catholicos of All Armenians during the historic service at the 

Mother See of Holy Etchmiadzin on 23rd April, 2015.  

The painter was Tigran Barkhanajyan, and the work was commissioned 

specifically for the 2015 ceremony of canonisation, marking the 100th year of 

remembrance of the Armenian Genocide. 
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It is a unique work of iconography, depicting the first “new” saints to be 

recognised by the Armenian Church in several centuries: the martyrs who (in 

the words of the official prayer of intercession) “gave their lives during the 

Armenian Genocide for faith and for the homeland.”  

 

The Holy Martyrs are portrayed in the dress typical of the Ottoman empire in 

1915, and represent all ranks of Western Armenian society: men, women, 

children, and the elderly; merchants, intellectuals, artists, clergymen, 

farmers—all of whom perished in the brutal crime of 1915. 

 

Although the icon directly depicts God the Father and the Holy Spirit, the 

figure of Christ is not explicitly shown. However, the artist’s intention is that 

the multitude of figures represents the mystical Body of Christ: his Holy 

Church. In this way, all three Persons of the Holy Trinity are present in the 

icon. 

 

In the manner of our Lord at his resurrection, the martyrs travel from Death 

to Life, emerging upon the precincts of God’s heavenly kingdom as the Church 

Victorious. Their path is bordered by desecrated khatchkars and the shattered 

remains of Armenian monuments, suggesting the centuries of sacred and 

material culture lost to the Armenians when they were driven from their 

historic land. 

 

The replica of the icon has been prepared particularly for St. Sarkis Armenian 

Church in London. Copies were made also for the Armenian Churches and 

congregations in the UK.   The project was made possible with the generous 

donation of the Darzi Family in Loving Memory of Dickranouhi Darzi. The 

main icon will be consecrated at St. Sarkis Church on 22nd May, 2016.  
 

 

On 24th April, 2016, the Armenian 

Churches in the UK observed their first 

Feast of the Holy Martyrs of the Armenian 

Genocide. Rev. Fr. Shnork Bagdassarian 

and Rev. Fr. Besag Hatapian celebrated at 

St. Sarkis Armenian Church and Rev. Fr. 

Nerses Der Nersessian celebrated in the 

Holy Trinity Church in Manchester.  Fr. 

Nerses also consecrated the replica of the 

icon of the Holy Martyrs of the Armenian 

Genocide.   
 

 

Parish Life 
 



 
  

24th April Commemorations in Cardiff  Parish 
 

On Sunday, 24th April, Cardiff Parish assembled at the Genocide memorial at 

the Temple of Peace to remember our beloved ancestors.  Since 1894-6 and up 

until today, Armenians have and unfortunately still are the subject of 

persecution, deportation and Genocide. 

 

The community present were from Iraq, Iran, Turkey, Cyprus & Armenia.  

 

This is the 9th anniversary of the Genocide memorial and to mark this event, 

the 9 candles resting on the memorial were lit by the youngest in our 

community. 

 

As the years go by we tend to overlook that this is still the only significant 

memorial in the entire UK located on public ground, that references the 

genocide on the memorial in three languages.  The ground for the memorial 

was given by the National Assembly (Welsh Parliament) and the permission 

granted on the 3rd November, 2007 by the Temple of Peace at the Welsh Centre 

of International Affairs (equivalent to the Welsh Foreign Office).  The speaker 

and presiding officer of the National Assembly at that time, Lord Dafyd Ellis 

Thomas led the ceremony. 
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Following the candle lighting, flowers were laid and a one-minute silence 

observed.  

 

In 2013, The Church in Wales officially gave the 24th April recognition as 

“Armenian Genocide Day”.  To commemorate this recognition a special liturgy 

comprising a collection of Hymns and Prayers were written by Canon Patrick 

and Srpazan Vahan Hovhanessian.  It was only appropriate that the first part 

of the collection was read out loud:  

 

“Almighty God, whose light revealed in Christ can never be extinguished by 
the darkness of human actions we remember before you today the Armenian 
victims of genocide: grant that the memory of their suffering may lead all 
peoples to work together for a world set free from prejudice and hatred” 
 

These few lines from the collection summarise the significance of the 24th 

April.  We must never take recognition by the State and Church for granted, 

and on Sunday 6th November we will assemble at the memorial to pray and 

give thanks to those who facilitated the erection of the Genocide memorial. 
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This was the first year that the Armenian community in Ireland were able to 

celebrate the Genocide Remembrance in the beautiful surroundings of Christ 

Church Cathedral, Dublin 8, where our Khatchkar Memorial was erected in 

December 2015. 

 

Despite the fact that on 24th April in Dublin there were services in various 

churches for the Easter Rising of 1916 as well as two football matches... it was 

encouraging to see the nave of Christ Church Cathedral being filled by over 150 

in the congregation of Armenians and non-Armenian friends, many of the latter 

being among our very faithful supporters including members of the Dublin 

Council of Churches. 

 

The Precentor of Christ Church Cathedral, Revd. Canon Neil McEndoo, was 

instrumental in helping us to hold our Service of Remembrance and wonderfully 

guided us to ensure all was in place.  He gave a welcoming speech and made 

wonderful remarks on the Khatchkar Memorial as a symbol of the 1915 

Armenian Genocide Remembrance in Ireland. 

 

A short Prayer Service was held in which our Church Choir beautifully sang 

three sharagans, including Hayr Mer, Der Voghormya and Ee Verin.  The poem 

by Baruyr - "We are few" - was beautifully recited by Rita Lundon followed by 

reading extracts from the Bible. 

 

Revd. Kenneth Lindsay (the Past President of the Methodist Churches in 

Ireland) gave a spiritual message on the importance of Remembering the Past, 
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24th April Commemorations in Dublin Parish 
 

 



 
  

Armenian Church News Page 13 

Present and Future in our lives in the same way as Christ instituted the last 

Supper to remember Him...so is the case with the Genocide for the Armenian 

people. 

 

Martine Madden challenged all of us who were present, with the history of how 

she came to write the novel Anyush, based on the story of the Armenian 

Genocide. She encouraged us to remember and to work towards recognition and 

reconciliation. 

Seven younger members of our community prayed movingly and passionately 

as they mentioned the soldiers who died in the recent tragedy in Artsakh.  The 

youngest was Anna Dunlop who had to be lifted up by her mother to reach the 

microphone. 

 

Our Chairperson, Ayda Sarafian-Lundon, gave a word of thanks at the end of 

the Prayer Service where she thanked all who participated and presented each 

with small gifts.  Mrs. Sarafian also thanked the Armenian community, our Irish 

friends and the Dublin Council of Churches for their support and solidarity.  The 

Dublin Parish Council laid a wreath on behalf of the Armenian community in 

Ireland, and members of the community placed flowers at the Khatchkar.   

 

After the service and the laying of flowers, the reception provided a time for 

renewal of friendships as well as plentiful Armenian delicacies.  We are very 

thankful to Revd. Neil McEndoo and the Christ Church Cathedral staff for the 

love and support in making this day a success for us.  Many thanks to all from 

our community, who worked hard to make the Prayer Service of Remembrance 

a very successful event at such a relevant time in the history of Armenians in 

Ireland. 
 

 

 



 
  Community Events  
Commemoration of  the 101st Anniversary of  the Armenian 
Genocide at a glance: 
 

 

 

23rd April: Armenian Genocide Tree Ceremony at Ealing Green with official 

guests including MPs and Ealing Borough Council representatives  
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23rd April: 101st Commemorative March through London: Marble Arch, 

Oxford Street, Oxford Circus, Regent Street, Piccadilly, Haymarket, 

Trafalgar Square, Whitehall, the Cenotaph.  

 

To view the video of this event, please 

follow this link: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k

ovMt8_bLyc 
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A Remembrance Concert organised by the Executive Committee of ACC UK at 

St. Yeghiche Church took place after the Divine Liturgy on Sunday. In his 

opening speech, Mr. Ara Palamoudian, Chair of the ACC UK stated the 

importance of UK Government’s recognition of the Armenian Genocide. Mr. 

Ara Liloyan, Minister Plenipotentiary of the Embassy of the Republic of 

Armenia to UK addressed those present on behalf of the Ambassador Dr. Armen 

Sarkissian. The speeches were followed by the concert, performed by renowned 

violinist Ani Batikian and friends. The String Quartet performed pieces from 

Komitas Vartabed with passion and excitement. The event was enriched by 

well-loved artist Jenia Nerssesyan’s performance who recited poems by 

Hovhaness Tumanian and Hovhannes Shiraz. At the end of the concert Bishop 

Hovakim Manukyan, Primate of Armenian Church in the UK and Ireland, gave 

his Benediction. 
 

24th April Remembrance Concert at St. Yeghiche Church  

 

 

28th April: Dr Garen Arevian delivered a lecture on the 

Armenian Genocide at United Peace Federation UK event  
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Announcement 

The Armenian Church News (ACN) publishes announcements of any 

Armenian organisation as it is an inclusive channel of communication.  

The objectives of ACN are to inform the wider public and its constituency 

members about:  

a. Activities of the Primate 

b. Organisations under the auspices of the Primate; ACT UK, ACYF, 

Ladies Committee 

c. Worldwide Armenian Church  

d. Parishes  

e. Upcoming events in the community 

The announcements about the community events are published upon the 

request of a particular organisation. The articles cannot be longer than 

150 words.  

ACN do not raise funds on behalf of any other organisation except for the 

Armenian Church (ACT UK, ACYF, ASF, Primate’s Office’s Ladies 

Committee, St. Yeghiche, St. Sarkis, Holy Trinity, Dublin, Cardiff, 

Birmingham, Oxford). 

Any article, flyer or information that may contain appeals do not represent 

the Primate’s or ACN official position.  

 

BOOK A STALL AT THE ARMENIAN STREET FESTIVAL! 

On Sunday 17th July the Armenian Church and its community will be hosting its 7th annual 
Armenian Street Festival (ASF), taking over the whole of Iverna Gardens by High Street 
Kensington.  ASF is a celebration of our culture, history, identity and faith; bringing the 
community and their friends together for a fun day filled with music, food and dancing. 

Our event attracts over 3000 people including the Armenian community, local residents, 
friends of our community, and representatives of sister Churches in the UK. 

On the day we will be offering vendors an opportunity to hire one of our stalls in order to sell 
their products and raise awareness. Over the years our stalls have sold books, artwork, 
craftwork, charitable merchandise, jewellery and more. We are offering up to 20 vendors the 
opportunity to hire one of our stalls for only £100 for the whole day. 

If you would like to learn more, please email us: primatesoffice@armenianchurch.co.uk or call 
020 8127 8364. Our stalls usually get sold quickly so we recommend contacting us as soon as 
possible to secure a place at ASF. 
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Organised by the Armenian Heritage and Cultural Committee of ACC UK   

with the support of His Grace Bishop Hovakim Manukyan,   

  Primate of the Armenian Churches of the United Kingdom and Ireland   

 

  

  

 
  

 
  

  

  

  

  

 
  

  
  

 
  

 
  

   
  

 
  

ON THE 25TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE  
  

INDEPENDENCE OF ARTSAKH 
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Pilgrimage to the Holy Land 
6th – 14th June 2016 

A unique opportunity to explore the Holy Land and the legacy of the 

Armenian Church in Jerusalem 

Armenians have made pilgrimages to the Holy Land since the 5th century.  It is a unique opportunity 
for every Christian man and woman to have a spiritual journey and retreat. On 9th June, the pilgrims 
will participate in the Divine Liturgy on the occasion of the Feast of Ascension of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ (Old Julian Calendar).  
 
For the Armenian pilgrims it has another added value because apart from visiting Holy Places they 
will visit the Armenian quarter and St. James Armenian Patriarchate of Jerusalem to get acquainted 
with the legacy of the Armenian fathers in Jerusalem.  
 
The group will be led by the Primate, Bishop Hovakim Manukyan. Special guides will facilitate the 
visits. The group will stay five days in Jerusalem at the Christmas Hotel, two nights in Tiberias at the 
Boutique Hotel and one night in Tel Aviv at the Deborah Hotel.  
Cost:  £1600 (single room) 
 £1350 (shared room) 

Includes: accommodation, return flights from London Heathrow to Tel Aviv Airport (including airport 
taxes and fuel charges), Armenian/English speaking guide services, deluxe coach with free WIFI, 
entrance fees for tourist attractions on itinerary, half board basis (two meals daily), and farewell 
dinner. 

For more information, please contact: primatesoffice@armenianchurch.co.uk 
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The objectives of creating Sunday 
Schools on bordering areas are:     
 

 organise and coordinate spiritual 

education in Tavush  

 to underline the scientific, moral and 

spiritual aspects of religious education 

in the curriculum of the schools  

 to make the region of Tavush a unique 

centre of education  

 to see strengthen the practising of 

Christianity  

 

Between 2016-2019 we are planning to create 

around 70 schools in the region of Tavush  

Each school will cost around 2000 USD 

 

 

Any child living in the bordering region has a right to 

spiritual education. The borders are in good hands if we 

have people there living according Christian values 

 

Diocese of Tavush 

One Community, One School 

 
 

 

“When I grow up I will become like 

Serbazan”   

Little Nelli is a member of the Church Youth 

Organisation of Noyemberyan City 

 

Strengthening Christianity on the borders 

creates a stronger nation 
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  Upcoming Events 
 DIOCESAN PROGRAMMES  
Forthcoming Events in May, June and July 2016 
 

Bible Studies  
Every Thursday, at St. Sarkis Church Gulbenkian Hall led by the Primate and the 
clergy of the Diocese 
Next dates:  5th May, 12th May  
Bible Studies are an important part of the church’s ministry as they provide 
opportunities for the faithful and those who are interested and curious to have a 
deeper understanding of Christianity and to ask questions about their faith, beliefs 
and concerns.  During Bible studies we make observations (what do passages in the 
Bible say?), provide interpretation (what do they mean?) and ask how applicable 
these passages are to our lives today. Open to everyone.   
 

Hamazkayin Lecture: The Armenian Church and National Identity 
Friday, 6th May at 8:00pm in the Navasartian Centre 
At the end of the presentation, Shakeh Major Tchilingirian will lead the “Circle of 
Dignity” a specially conceived circle dance ritual in honour and solidarity with the 
mothers and young wives of Armenian soldiers in Karabakh, and all women who 
are victims of wars and conflicts around the world today. All are encouraged to be 
part of this special “Circle of Dignity” after the lecture.  
 

Armenian Liturgical Hymns 

Saturday, 7th May at 6pm in Pembroke College, Oxford 

Oxford Armenian Choir presents the musical tradition from an ancient church, from 
the 10th century to the present day 

(please see advert for details) 
  
Anahid Association Mother’s Day Celebratory Tea Party 

Sunday, 8th May, 3pm-5:30pm at the Double Tree Hotel, 2-8 Hanger Lane, Ealing 
W5 3HN.  Tickets £20 (£10 for children under 12) and additional information can be 
obtained from the Committee members: Klara 0208 998 5250, Juliette 0208 998 
5490, Larissa 0208 581 8080, Suzelle 0208 453 0196, Odette 01494 816 757. 
  
Dublin Parish 
Divine Liturgy in Taney Parish, Dublin  
8 – 11th May, visit to Dublin  
   
Cardiff Parish 
Armenian Church Service at Ararat Church  
Saturday, 21st May at 10.30am  
 
Consecration of the Icon of the Holy Martyrs of the Armenian Genocide and in 
Memoriam to the Memory of Late Dickranouhi Darzi 
Sunday, 22nd May in St. Sarkis Church during the Divine Liturgy  
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 Dedication Service in Memoriam of Mr. B. Kassardjian 
Sunday, 22nd May in St. Sarkis Church at 3:00pm 
  

Divine Liturgy and Special Memorial Service for Archbishop Gizirian 
Sunday, 29th May, in St. Yeghiche Church (PLEASE NOTE CHANGE OF DATE) 
Divine Liturgy and special Hogehangist service in memory of the late Archbishop 
Yeghiche Gizirian, the service will be followed by Hogejash and remembrance event.  
 
Pilgrimage to the Holy Land 
 6 – 14th June (please see advert for details) 
  
Pilgrimage to Holy Etchmiadzin 
24-26th June  
Visit to Armenia and the Mother See of Holy Etchmiadzin, on the occasion of the 
visit of His Holiness Pope Francis, Bishop of Rome by the invitation of His Holiness 
KAREKIN II, Supreme Patriarch and Catholicos of All Armenians. Those who want to 
attend the public events, please contact Karina Gevorgyan on: 
karinagevorgyan@hotmail.com Tel: 07515 336 637.  
 
 Armenian Street Festival  
Sunday, 17th July, 12pm-7pm 
Iverna Gardens, London W8 6TP 
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Editorial: 

The main objective of the diocesan e-newsletter is to serve 

and reach out to Armenians throughout the United 

Kingdom and Ireland. The community members and 

organisations are welcome to send their announcements 

for the e-newsletter, including information not only about 

public events but also about important family events such 

as christening, matrimony or passing away.   

 

 

Prayer Intentions for May: 

We pray for justice and peace in the 

world and particularly for the heroic 

people of Artsakh (Nagorno-

Karabakh).   

Having remembered the Holy 

Martyrs of 1915, we pray for the truth 

to prevail, and an end to denial, so 

that genocide may no longer occur in 

our modern world.  

mailto:karinagevorgyan@hotmail.com
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We invite those who have questions or wish to gain deeper understanding 
of the faith, moral discernment, teachings and traditions of the Armenian 
Church to contact the Office of the Diocese of the Armenian Church in 
United Kingdom and Ireland: 

    The Primate’s Office 
c/o The Armenian Vicarage 
Iverna Gardens 
London, W8 6TP 
or email: primatesoffice@armenianchurch.co.uk  

 
 

 

 

Worship Services in the Armenian Churches 

Services are held in the Armenian Churches in London every Sunday starting at 11:00 am.  In 
Manchester, there is a service on the 1st Sunday of the month.  For further details, please contact the 
parish nearest to you:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Other Parishes of our Diocese: 
 

Cardiff - Tel: + 44 771 279 2304, +44 2920779248. john@jagproperties.co.uk  

Dublin - Tel: +44 2891 863559. http://www.armenians.ie/  

Birmingham – Tel: +44 121 675 1469. St John’s Church, Stratford Road, Birmingham, B11 4EA  

Oxford - Tel: +44 7810 490242. armenian.society@studentsclub.ox.ac.uk 
 

 

 

Holy Trinity Armenian Church 
229 Upper Brook Street 
Manchester, M13 0FY 

Tel: 0161 273 1074 
www.armenianchurchmanchester.org/ 

 

 

St. Sarkis Church 
Iverna Gardens 

Kensington, London, W8 6TP 
Tel: 020 7937 0152 

http://www.stsarkisparish.co.uk 

 

St. Yeghiche Cathedral 
13b Cranley Gardens 

Kensington, London SW7 3BB 
Tel: 020 7373 8133 

http://www.styeghiche.org.uk/ 
 

Editorial Committee: 
 
His Grace Bishop Hovakim 
Manukyan, Primate 
 
Garen Arevian 
Lena Boghossian 
Hovik Hovhannisyan 
Aznive Simon 
Gagik Stepan-Sarkissian 
Sossi Yerissian 
 

 

Page 32 

mailto:primatesoffice@armenianchurch.co.uk
mailto:john@jagproperties.co.uk
http://www.armenians.ie/
mailto:armenian.society@studentsclub.ox.ac.uk
http://www.armenianchurchmanchester.org/
http://www.stsarkisparish.co.uk/
http://www.styeghiche.org.uk/

