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Catholicos of All Armenians and Catholicos of the Great 
House of Cilicia Visited Artsakh 
 

 

On April 13, His Holiness Karekin II, Supreme Patriarch and Catholicos of 
All Armenians; and His Holiness Aram I of the Catholicos Great House of 
Cilicia, flew to Artsakh, to express their support to the authorities of the 
Republic of Nagorno-Karabakh (NKR), the Armenians of Artsakh, and 
soldiers defending the Homeland. 
 
During the visit, the Catholicos of All Armenians, and the Catholicos of the 
Great House of Cilicia, were accompanied by His Grace Bishop Arshak 
Khachatryan, Chancellor of Mother See; His Grace Bishop Tatev 
Muradyan, Primate of the Armenian Diocese of Ukraine; His Grace Bishop 
Hovnan Hakobyan, Grand Sacristan of the Mother See; Very Rev. Fr. Husik 
Martirosyan, Head of the Inter-Church Department of the Catholicosate of 
Cilicia; Rev. Fr. Petros Manuelyan, Head of the Audiovisual Department of 
the Catholicosate of Cilicia; Rev. Fr. Aghan Ernjakyan, staff-bearer of His 
Holiness Karekin II; Rev. Fr. Vahram Melikyan, Director of the 
Information System of the Mother See; publicist Mr. Zori Balayan, and Mr. 
Gabriel Jemberjyan, benefactor of the Armenian Church. 
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At the airport, His Holiness and Catholicos of the Great House of Cilicia were 
met by His Eminence Archbishop Pargev Martirosyan, Primate of the Diocese 
of Artsakh; His Grace Bishop Vrtanes Abrahamyan, spiritual primate of the 
Armed Forces of the Republic of Armenia; Mr. Ashot Ghulyan, NKR National 
Assembly Chairman; Mr. Ararat Danielyan, NKR Minister of Justice; Ms. 
Narine Aghbalyan, NKR Minister of Culture; Diocesan clergy and spiritual 
servants of the Army. 
 
Following their arrival, His Holiness Karekin II, Supreme Patriarch and 
Catholicos of All Armenians; and His Holiness Catholicos Aram I of the Holy 
See of Cilicia; had a meeting with Mr. Bako Sahakyan, President of the 
Nagorno Karabakh Republic. 
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Help our Brothers and Sisters in Artsakh 
 

A letter written by an elderly woman from Shushi, Artsakh to the late 
Catholicos of All Armenians Kevork V Sourenyants: “Your Holiness, I am 
a 70-year-old poor and elderly woman. The suffering of our nation causes 
me a lot of pain but I am not able to do anything with my hands. 
Therefore, I carried a pitcher of water on my spine and sold it. I gathered 
3 roubles (a pitcher costs one kopek; the rouble was worth about 0.50 USD 
in 1914), which I send to you and humbly ask Your Holiness to use it as 
you wish”.  (Tamara Khachatryants, 15th October 1915) 
 
I have translated this passage from the book “Mother See of Holy 
Etchmiadzin and Armenian Genocide” (page 513, article by 
Archimandrite Bagrad Aghavelyan, 1915).  It is a letter about an elderly 
woman from the victorious city of Artsakh (Karabakh) who responded to 
the appeal of the Catholicos of All Armenians, Kevork Sourenyants, to 
help Armenian refugees and orphans during WWI. In 1915, when the 
majority of Western Armenia was a battlefield and the Armenian 
population was subjected to Genocide, Karabakh was relatively safe. 
However, the Armenian people of Shushi were not spared a few years 
later.  
 
Today we need to stand in solidarity with our people who are struggling 
for their self-determination and for their basic human rights even 101 
years after the Armenian Genocide.  I do hope that all our communities 
will be generous and help their brothers and sisters in need through ACT 
UK. The Church will organise its support through the Mother See of Holy 
Etchmiadzin and all donations are extremely welcomed. 
 

Bishop Hovakim Manukyan 

 

From Bishop 
Hovakim’s Sermon 
last Sunday: 
We preach to share 
with each other the 
good news of Christ’s 
resurrection, who 
came to us in 
Armenian dress in the 
5th century.  This 
became a reality 
through the works of 
St. Mesrop Mashtots 
and St. Sahak Bartev, 
who created the 
Armenian alphabet 
and translated the 
Holy Scriptures.  The 
Armenian Bible, 
which is also known 
as the Queen of 
Translations, teaches 
us that injustice is not 
the final word, death 
is not the final word, 
and “a man can have 
no greater love than 
to lay down his life 
for his friends” (John 
15:13) 
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Armenian Youth Meet to Discuss Events in 
Artsakh 
 
On Saturday, 9th April, a group of professional young men and 
women, among them lawyers, scientists, politicians, 
businessmen, actors and actresses met at Gulbenkian Hall to 
discuss the situation in Artsakh. The “think tank” meeting was 
organised at the initiative of the Primate and younger members 
of the Church. Mrs. Lilit Gevorgian made a thorough 
presentation on the current crisis and facilitated the meeting. 
The participants expressed their concerns and condemned the 
aggression against the Nagorno Karabakh Republic, which is 
especially targeting civilians as well as the violence of 
Azerbaijanis who decapitated and dismembered Armenian 
dead soldiers and two elderly civilians.  They have decided to 
continue their meetings and informal gatherings to do 
advocacy work in the UK and on the international level as well 
as to organise humanitarian support for reconstruction of the 
war damaged villages and cities in Artsakh, as well as support 
the families in need.  
 

 

 

 

Prayer Services for Artsakh 
Prayers for the souls of the victims in Artsakh at St. 
Yeghiche Church, and candle lighting and peace 
procession at St. Sarkis 
 
On Sunday, 10th April, after the Divine Liturgy, the Primate 
presided over a solemn prayer for the reposing of souls for 
both the soldiers and civilians who were brutally killed 
during the recent aggression by Azerbaijan against the 
peaceful people of Artsakh. During the prayer, which was 
attended by faithful of the Church, the Primate addressed the 
community, describing the situation as well as reminding us 
that the Church prays for peace and peaceful resolution of the 
conflict. Recalling the words of St. John the Evangelist “a man 
can have no greater love than to lay down his life for his 
friends” (John 15:13), he mentioned that there is no 
alternative to peace and the conflict must be solved through 
peaceful negotiations. At the same time the independence and 
right of the people to self-determination cannot be 
compromised. 
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On the same day, in the afternoon, some younger members of the community 
gathered at Iverna Gardens near St. Sarkis Church where they lit candles, 
prayed, and observed a minute of silence to honour the fallen Artsakh soldiers.  
WE ARE ARTSAKH MOVIE LINK TO ADD HERE 
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Meeting with St. Sarkis Parish Council 
 
On Tuesday, 12th April, His Grace Bishop Hovakim Manukyan received the 
newly elected members of St. Sarkis Parish Council, who had their first 
meeting after the election at St. Sarkis AGM on 3rd April 2016. The meeting 
was attended by the chairman of the St. Sarkis AGM Mr. Armenag Topalian.  
 
The Pastor and the new Chairman of the council presented the Primate with 
the result of their meeting and asked him to give his blessings for their future 
activities. At the beginning of the meeting His Grace Bishop Hovakim 
Manukyan expressed his thankfulness once again to the former Parish Council 
members for their hard work of the last few years. He emphasized that though 
most of the members were young adults they carried out their duties with a 
strong sense of responsibility, being active in ecumenical work as well as in 
the youth ministry. He also thanked the new members for their commitment.  
 
Discussing the objectives set by the AGM, the Primate said, “when a man has 
had a great deal given him, a great deal will be demanded of him; when a man 
has had a great deal given him on trust, even more will be expected of him” 
(Lk. 12:48). St. Sarkis is one of the largest established Armenian parishes in 
the UK. It should not be an inward-looking parish, but rather it must radiate 
its mission. Having the new objectives set by the AGM, I hope you will work 
passionately to achieve your goals. You should have your own youth ministry, 
the Pastor must strive harder to organise Bible studies on regular basis and to 
train new altar boys. It is much more imperative that your activities are 
transparent and you update your parishioners about your achievements on 
regular basis.” Concluding his remarks, he advised the Parish Council to 
strengthen the cooperation with St. Sarkis Managing Trust and wish them a 
success in their work. 
 
Mr. Armenag Topalian spoke about the objectives of the new Parish Council 
and committed to support them both in organising the handover from the 
former Parish Council as well as supporting them in their future activities.  
 
The members of the new Parish Council are: 
Chairman: Mr. Bagrad Nazarian 
Vice Chairman: Mrs. Lusine Hanson 
Secretary: Mr. Alan Simonian 
Treasurer: Mr. James Harland  
Ladies liaison: Ms. Zaghgoosh Matusian  
 
The new Parish Council will create additional subcommittees.  
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To view the latest videos from Holy Week please follow these links: 

Palm Sunday: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M70YrmRu4q8 

Washing of the Feet: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5ingntENVcs 

Holy Thursday: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1ulnR9wDkjQ 

Good Friday: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=53RQFIIBmVM 

Holy Saturday: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GhDJ8SuNcLY 

Easter Sunday: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MUYmfDLUakA&feature=youtu.be 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M70YrmRu4q8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5ingntENVcs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1ulnR9wDkjQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=53RQFIIBmVM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GhDJ8SuNcLY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MUYmfDLUakA&feature=youtu.be
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 Pilgrimage to the Holy Land 

6th – 14th June 2016 

A unique opportunity to explore the Holy Land and the legacy of the Armenian 
Church in Jerusalem 
Armenians have made pilgrimages to the Holy Land since the 5th century.  It is a unique opportunity for every 
Christian man and woman to have a spiritual journey and retreat. On 9th June, the pilgrims will participate in 
the Divine Liturgy on the occasion of the Feast of Ascension of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ (Old Julian 
Calendar).  
 
For the Armenian pilgrims it has another added value because apart from visiting Holy Places they will visit 
the Armenian quarter and St. James Armenian Patriarchate of Jerusalem to get acquainted with the legacy of 
the Armenian fathers in Jerusalem.  
 
The group will be led by the Primate, Bishop Hovakim Manukyan. Special guides will facilitate the visits. The 
group will stay five days in Jerusalem at the Christmas Hotel, two nights in Tiberias at the Boutique Hotel and 
one night in Tel Aviv at the Deborah Hotel.  
Cost:  £1600 (single room) 
 £1350 (shared room) 

Includes: accommodation, return flights from London Heathrow to Tel Aviv Airport (including airport taxes and 
fuel charges), Armenian/English speaking guide services, deluxe coach with free WIFI, entrance fees for tourist 
attractions on itinerary, half board basis (two meals daily), and farewell dinner. 

For more information, please contact: primatesoffice@armenianchurch.co.uk 
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The objectives of creating Sunday 
Schools on bordering areas are:     
 

9 organise and coordinate spiritual 
education in Tavush  

9 to underline the scientific, moral and 
spiritual aspects of religious education 
in the curriculum of the schools  

9 to make the region of Tavush a unique 
centre of education  

9 to see strengthen the practising of 
Christianity  

 

Between 2016-2019 we are planning to create 
around 70 schools in the region of Tavush  

Each school will cost around 2000 USD 

 

 

Any child living in the bordering region has a right to 
spiritual education. The borders are in good hands if we 

have people there living according Christian values 

 

Diocese of Tavush 
One Community, One School 

 
 

 

“When I grow up I will become like 
Serbazan”   

Little Nelli is a member of the Church Youth 
Organisation of Noyemberyan City 

 

Strengthening Christianity on the borders 
creates a stronger nation 
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Upcoming Events and Primate’s Activities 

 DIOCESAN PROGRAMMES  
Forthcoming Events in April, May, June and July 2016 
Bible Studies  
Every Thursday, at St. Sarkis Church Gulbenkian Hall led by the Primate and 
the clergy of the Diocese 
Next dates:  April 21st, 28th   
Bible Studies are an important part of the church’s ministry as they provide 
opportunities for the faithful and those who are interested and curious to have 
a deeper understanding of Christianity and to ask questions about their faith, 
beliefs and concerns.  During Bible studies we make observations (what do 
passages in the Bible say?), provide interpretation (what do they mean?) and 
ask how applicable these passages are to our lives today. Open to everyone.   
 
Youth Gathering at Gulbenkian Hall and ‘Think-tank’ Meeting 
Saturday, 16th April, 5pm 
 
Birmingham Parish 
Divine Liturgy in Birmingham 
Sunday, 17th April 
 
Solemn Divine Liturgy in Remembrance of the Genocide 
Sunday, 24th April, at 11am in St. Yeghiche Church 
Solemn Divine Liturgy will be celebrated on the day of the Armenian Genocide. 
It will be followed by the consecration of the icon dedicated to the Holy Martyrs 
of the Genocide.   
 
Community Genocide Commemoration Programme 
Sunday, 24th April at 2:30pm in St. Yeghiche Church 
Community Commemoration Programme including a special guest speaker and 
cultural programme. 
 
Cardiff Parish 
Genocide Remembrance Day 
Sunday, 24th April at 11.00am  
We will be asking the children to light 9 Candles for the 9th Anniversary of the 
memorial. 
 
Armenian Liturgical Hymns 
Saturday, 7th May at 6pm in Pembroke College, Oxford 
Oxford Armenian Choir presents the musical tradition from an ancient church, 
from the 10th century to the present day 
(please see advert for details) 
 
 
 

Armenian Church News Page 13 

 



 

  Anahid Association Mother’s Day Celebratory Tea Party 
Sunday, 8th May, 3pm-5:30pm at the Double Tree Hotel, 2-8 Hanger Lane, Ealing 
W5 3HN.  Tickets £20 (£10 for children under 12) and additional information can be 
obtained from the Committee members: Klara 0208 998 5250, Juliette 0208 998 
5490, Larissa 0208 581 8080, Suzelle 0208 453 0196, Odette 01494 816 757. 
 
Dublin Parish 
Divine Liturgy in Taney Parish, Dublin  
8 – 11th May, visit to Dublin  
 
Divine Liturgy and Special Memorial Service for Archbishop Gizirian 
Sunday, 15th May, St. Yeghiche Church 
Divine Liturgy and special Hogehangist service in memory of the late Archbishop 
Yeghishe Gizirian, the service will be followed by Hogejash and remembrance event. 
The time will be advertised soon. For more details, please, contact the Primate’s 
Office 
 
Cardiff Parish 
Armenian Church Service at Ararat Church  
Saturday, 21st May at 10.30am  
 
Dedication Service in Memoriam of Mr. B. Kassardjian 
Sunday, 22nd May in St. Sarkis Church 
 
Pilgrimage to the Holy Land 
 6 – 14th June 
(please see advert for details) 
 
Pilgrimage to Holy Etchmiadzin 
24-26th June  
Visit to Armenia and the Mother See of Holy Etchmiadzin, on the occasion of the 
visit of His Holiness Pope Francis, Bishop of Rome by the invitation of His Holiness 
KAREKIN II, Supreme Patriarch and Catholicos of All Armenians. 
 
Armenian Street Festival  
Sunday, 17th July, 12pm-7pm 
Iverna Gardens, London W8 6TP 
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Editorial: 

The main objective of the diocesan e-newsletter is to serve 
and reach out to Armenians throughout the United 
Kingdom and Ireland. The community members and 
organisations are welcome to send their announcements 
for the e-newsletter, including information not only about 
public events but also about important family events such 
as christening, matrimony or passing away.   

 

 

Prayer Intentions for April: 

We pray for justice and peace in the world 
and particularly for the heroic people of 
Artsakh (Nagorno-Karabakh).  We also 

invite you to pray for the blessed memory 
of the dead soldiers and civilians in 

Artsakh. 
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We invite those who have questions or wish to gain deeper understanding 
of the faith, moral discernment, teachings and traditions of the Armenian 
Church to contact the Office of the Diocese of the Armenian Church in 
United Kingdom and Ireland: 

    The Primate’s Office 
c/o The Armenian Vicarage 
Iverna Gardens 
London, W8 6TP 
or email: primatesoffice@armenianchurch.co.uk  

 
 
 
 

Worship Services in the Armenian Churches 

Services are held in the Armenian Churches in London every Sunday starting at 11:00 am.  In 
Manchester, there is a service on the 1st Sunday of the month.  For further details, please contact the 
parish nearest to you:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other Parishes of our Diocese: 

 

Cardiff - Tel: + 44 771 279 2304, +44 2920779248. john@jagproperties.co.uk  

Dublin - Tel: +44 2891 863559. http://www.armenians.ie/  

Birmingham – Tel: +44 121 675 1469. St John’s Church, Stratford Road, Birmingham, B11 4EA  

Oxford - Tel: +44 7810 490242. armenian.society@studentsclub.ox.ac.uk 
 

 

 

Holy Trinity Armenian Church 

229 Upper Brook Street 

Manchester, M13 0FY 

Tel: 0161 273 1074 

www.armenianchurchmanchester.org/ 

 

St. Sarkis Church 

Iverna Gardens 

Kensington, London, W8 6TP 

Tel: 020 7937 0152 

http://www.stsarkisparish.co.uk 

 

St. Yeghiche Cathedral 

13b Cranley Gardens 

Kensington, London SW7 3BB 

Tel: 020 7373 8133 

http://www.styeghiche.org.uk/ 

Editorial Committee: 
 
His Grace Bishop Hovakim 
Manukyan, Primate 
 
Garen Arevian 
Lena Boghossian 
Hovik Hovhannisyan 
Aznive Simon 
Gagik Stepan-Sarkissian 
Sossi Yerissian 
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