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Easter Greetings! 
 

We will be celebrating together the joyous feast of Holy Resurrection of 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. The triumph of our Lord over the death 
is unequivocal victory against its cause: the sin that has become a main 
cause of decay in human society, distorting the beauty of creation and 
causing human suffering and agony.  
 
The resurrection has universal character. The kenosis of our Lord on the 
cross and His redemptive and salvific action crowned with His Glorious 
resurrection shows God’s healing and reconciling power. It is an invitation 
to every single Christian to embrace a new path of spiritual journey, filled 
with love and compassion towards his/her fellow brothers and sisters.  I 
congratulate you and your families wholeheartedly, wishing that the 
graces of Holy Resurrection will penetrate the hearts and minds of our 
people.  
  
Christ is risen!  
 
Bishop Hovakim Manukyan 
 
 

mailto:primatesoffice@armenianchurch.co.uk
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Remembering the late Primate:   
Archbishop Yeghishe Gizirian 

On March 23rd, 2016, when at St. Vartan Cathedral in NY people were giving 
the final tribute to late Archbishop Yeghishe Gizirian, the former Primate of 
Great Britain (1982-2000), the faithful of the Diocese and the Primate held a 
special service of reposing of souls. At the beginning of service the Primate 
Bishop Hovakim Manukyan invited Harry Hagopian and then Assadour 
Guzelian - old friend of Archbishop Gizirian - to give their addresses. Mr. 
Guzelian shared his memories, which date back to the 1940s at the 
Theological School in Atelias. He presented the life of a man who was unique 
and of exceptional character. Archbishop Gizirian loved prayer, was a pastor 
and father, and at the same time was a good friend with a good heart. At the 
end of his speech he recited a poem from Hovhanness Tumanian. After the 
prayer service, the Primate made a short homily and invited the faithful to 
Armenian Vicarage where they remembered the late Archbishop and each of 
them shared their memories of him.  
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Please follow the link to see the last anointing of the late Archbishop: 
http://livestream.com/ArmenianChurchEasternDiocese/events/5042249 
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The Wind Beneath our Wings: Remembering 
Archbishop Yeghishe Serpazan 
By Harry Hagopian 

 
Catholicos Karekin Hovsepiants, 
Patriarch Shnork Kaloustian or 
Archbishop Tiran Nersoyan. His faith 
sprang not so much from an ethereal 
sophistry as it did from a warm 
humility. True, he could be impatient 
and quite cross at times, as we all are 
after all, but the eyes are always 
mirrors of the soul and his eyes (not 
unlike those of Catholicos Karekin I of 
Blessed memory incidentally) often lit 
with a warm belief in God as much as 
in the neighbour. 
 
But Yeghishe Serpazan also possessed a 
stentorian voice (almost Homeric) that 
commanded attention from the altar or 
in social gatherings. And talking of 
social gatherings, he also had a hearty, 
ecumenical appetite that enjoyed food. 
In fact, two of his favourite restaurants 
in Kensington - not far from the 
vicarage - were Italian and Persian. 
Yeghishe Serpazan also had a 
remarkable memory that narrated so 
many old stories, from the Armenian 
genocide of 1915 to his own 
experiences at Holy See of 
Etchmiadzin in Armenia and later in 
the UK. He often encouraged me with 
my CRAG-related work (at the time) 
whenever he felt that I was weakening 
on the principle message of 
recognition of the Armenian genocide. 
 
One of the Serpazan’s strengths was 
his pastoral demeanour: the man hated 

We learned with heavy hearts last 
week that Yeghishe Serpazan, Primate 
of the Armenian Orthodox Church in 
the UK from 1982 till his retirement in 
2000 had passed away in New York. 
 
As often happens in such instances, 
many images of this man and his 
ministry over nine decades flashed 
through my mind’s eye. They were not 
inflated images, nor concocted ones 
even, but rather small and cherished 
moments that are a personal witness to 
this man of the cloth. 
 
The words that came immediately to 
mind were these: “May the angels lead 
you into paradise: may the martyrs 
receive you at your coming, and lead 
you into the holy city, Jerusalem. May 
the choir of angels receive you, and 
with Lazarus, who once was poor, may 
you have everlasting rest” (Antiphon In 
Paradisum). 
 
Yeghishe Serpazan was a priest with 
an imbedded and contagious faith who 
hinted at times of the greats of the 
Armenian Church - the likes of 
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all sorts of Armenian community ructions and simply - naively some would 
add - wanted to avoid being sucked into their vortex. How could he though 
when he was the Primate of the Church? After all, is this not a challenge for 
many church leaders too? He often discussed with me that he had enough of 
all those shenanigans, but this was also coupled with a sense of humour that 
chortled its way across any room. It was almost him saying that you don’t 
only create a new Armenia every time two Armenians meet anywhere in the 
world (my paraphrase on William Saroyan) but that you also get an argument 
between them! 
 
I knew this man for quite a long period. After he retired from his 
responsibilities in the UK, and was replaced by (now Archbishop) Nathan 
Hovhannisian, we often spent time in front of the fireplace at the London 
Visitor's Hotel (LVH). He would come down from his room with his daily 
newspaper and we would then discuss so many stories over a cuppa - a 
raconteur who held you in the spell of his prodigious memory! He loved 
sitting in front of the fireplace at the LVH and often asked me or Steve 
Mouradian (the LVH owner) for that matter to shovel more coal on the fire 
so it blazed higher. Of course, he had his favourite green lounge chair. 
 
I also recall that he loved his regular morning breakfasts with Paul 
Gulbenkian and Bernard Andonian when they ran the law firm in 
Kensington. It was a ritual for him: he would promptly go for his daily 
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constitutional walk in Holland Park at 7 AM 
and then join both lawyers for a chat over 
breakfast! It is where many Armenian issues 
were debated ‘legally’ and I must admit that I 
never managed to muscle in on this threesome! 
 
Eschatology is quite an intricate theological 
discipline that deals with death, judgment and 
the final destiny of the soul and of humankind. 
It is beyond the remit of this reflection to wade 
into those waters and share some of his 
thoughts on life, death and the afterlife! So as I 
sit to write this short (and personal) reflection 
to Armenian and non-Armenian through 
Ekklesia, I put in front of me the alarm clock 
he had given me as a memento before he left 
for Philadelphia - and the one I still use by my 
bedside as it pings BBC Radio 4 Today every 
morning for me. 
 
Why will the Serpazan be missed by many 
friends? If for nothing else, then because he 
was a humble man who won you over with his 
rather intricate simplicity. It is not always the 
case with our clerics!  RIP-RIG: I too pray for 
the repose of his soul. 
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Holy Thursday Liturgy at St. Sarkis 
 
On 24th March, there was a solemn liturgical celebration at St.  Sarkis Church 
presided over by the Primate. During the liturgy the epistle of Basil the Great 
on institution of Holy Communion was read. In His sermon the Primate told 
the congregation once again about the institution of Holy Communion or 
Eucharist as the most important Christian sacrament. “It is communion with 
God through the body and blood of Our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Through Holy Communion we become one and united both with Triune God 
and with our brethren and sisters all over the world. It is for cleansing our sins 
as well as healing and reconciliation. But most importantly it is the sacrament 
of love and invitation to love each other with genuine Christian Love,” said the 
Primate at conclusion of the celebration.  
 

Washing of  the Feet at St. Yeghiche 
 

 

On the same day, the Primate conducted the service of washing of the feet 
(Ոտնլվա) at St. Yeghiche Armenian Church in London.  The rite is based on 
the accounts of the Gospel of John (13:1-17). The washing of feet was a gesture 
of hospitality normally performed by a household slave, not the presiding host. 
Jesus thus shows himself a model of humility (1 Tim 5:10) and, at the same 
time, gives a preview of the historic service he will render when he accepts the 
humiliation of the cross (Mk 10:45, Phil 2:5-8).   
 
During the service the Primate washed the feet of the of 12 boys present at the 
service and the senior deacons of the Armenian Churches in London - Stepan 
Ovanesoff and Sarkis Kalaydjian - as a sign of gratitude for their commitment 
and devoted service to the Armenian Church. The solos were sung by the 
choirmaster of St. Yeghiche Church Aris Nadirian and choirmaster of St. Sarkis 
Marianna Asatryan. The singers of St. Yeghiche Church choir filled the Church 
with their beautiful performance of mediaeval Armenian hymns.  
 
At the end of the service the Primate preached and spoke about the sacrament 
as an act of humility and wished that the service would be remembered 
especially by the boys whose feet were washed.  “Humility is a virtue. Humility 
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The Passion Evening 
 
The Midnight and Morning Services were held late in the evening in 
remembrance of Christ's betrayal and suffering.  
 
Through the readings of 6 Gospels the faithful were reminded of the last days of 
Jesus at Jerusalem, prayer at Gethsemane garden, Jesus’ arrest by the Temple 
guards of the Sanhedrin, immediately after the kiss of Judas, His trial before the 
Sanhedrin, during which they condemned him to death.  
 
During the Midnight service 13 candles were lit on the altar; 6 from each side 
and one in the middle. The last one on the left side is black symbolising the 
Judas the betrayer. The rest of the candles on each side symbolise the Apostles. 
In the middle we have Jesus’ candle. Two candles from each side are 
extinguished gradually after reading each Gospel. The services proceed with 
singing special hymns dedicated to the message of the day. Midnight service is 
followed by morning service. When the congregation starts singing “Glory to 
God in Heights of heaven” (Փառք ի բարձունս Աստուծոյ, Gloria in excelsis 
Deo), the lights in the Church are turned off. In the total darkness one of the 
members of the congregation sings “Mother, where art thou" song symbolising 
the passion of Christ. A sermon is delivered immediately after the song.   
 
At St. Yeghiche Church this song was sung by Rev. Fr. Vram Khazaryan and at 
St. Sarkis by Dr. Hratch Tchilingirian.  
 
The Primate preached based on the accounts of Gospel of Mark. Quoting Mark 
14:37-38 “Then he returned to his disciples and found them sleeping. “Simon,” 
he said to Peter, “are you asleep? Couldn’t you keep watch for one hour? Watch 
and pray so that you will not fall into temptation….” he spoke of the 
importance of spiritual awakening. “Like the apostles in Gethsemane we are 
also tempted in our daily life. We are tempted because we are asleep. 
Unfortunately, people born asleep, live asleep and die asleep. This state of being 
is worse than the death itself. We seek Christ to get temporarily relief from pain 
and suffering. However, true redemption will come as we wake up spiritually, 
getting rid of the sin of ignorance through true and bold submission to Jesus 
who enables us to get rid of the burdens of sin and fly as an eagle in the 
heavens’’ concluded the Primate.   
 
 

 

To view the video about the meaning of Great Lent, please follow this link: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dMWx0cOMAaA&feature=youtu.be 
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Charity Concert of  Sacred and Classical Music at 
St. Yeghiche Church  
 

said the Primate, His Grace Bishop 
Hovakim Manukyan, during his 
final prayer with his Eminence 
Archbishop Gregorios of Thyateira 
and Great Britain at the St. 
Yeghiche Armenian Church in 
London on 19th March, 2016.  
 
This concert was initiated and 
organised by mezzo-soprano Anais 
Heghoyan, the Chair of the ACYF 
London Chapter in cooperation 
with Mr. Aris Nadirian, the 
conductor of St. Yeghiche Armenian 
Church Choir, Musical Director and 
one of the founders of the London 
Armenian Opera, under the auspices 
of the Primate of the Armenian 
Church in the United Kingdom and 
Ireland.   
 
Members from the all-male choir 
"Saghmosergu" were invited from 
Armenia to perform Armenian 
medieval sacred psalms in the first 
half of the evening’s programme, 
including “The Lord’s Prayer,” 
“Lord, Have Mercy,” “Help Us, O 
Capable Lord,” “Holy art thou, O 
Lord,” “Open for us, O Lord,” 
“Mother, where art thou,” “My 
heart trembles, From Your Royal 
Repose.”  Vahe Begoyan (tenor and 
founder of Saghmosergu) Andranik 
Malkhasyan (baritone), Aren 
Avetyan (tenor and pianist and 
vocal coach from the vocal 
department of the Komitas State 

“‘A master sat with his disciples in 
the audience and said “You have 
heard many prayers and said many 
prayers. Tonight I should like you to 
see one.” At that moment the 
curtain rose and the ballet began.’ 
   
Indeed, we have heard many prayers 
and said many prayers in this 
Church, yet today we saw another 
prayer - through Armenian Sacred & 
Classical music.  I would like to 
express my deepest gratitude to the 
organisers and to everyone who was 
involved in this special concert that 
not only was dedicated to Holy week 
but was also a fundraiser for our 
fellow brothers and sisters in need in 
Syria.   I am extremely grateful that 
the proceeds of this concert will go 
towards Armenian Syrian Relief, 
especially during the spiritually 
uplifting Holy season as we prepare 
to commemorate the suffering, 
passion and burial of our Lord and 
look forward to celebrating the good 
news of His Resurrection.  
 
‘This commandment we have from 
Him: that he who loves God must 
love his brother also’ (John 14:21)” 
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Conservatory) and Abel Kureghyan (tenor) transcended the audience with 
their hauntingly beautiful singing with some of the pieces sung acapella and 
the others accompanied by the extremely accomplished pianist and organist 
Rouzanna Grigoryan (a vocal coach from the the Komitas State conservatory). 
  
 
In the second half of the programme were performances from the 
operas GARINEH, ARSHAK II  by Dikran Chouhajian, ANOUSH, DAVIT 
BEK   by Armen Tigranian, and SAYAT NOVA by Alexander Harutyunyan.   
 
Bible readings were presented by Mr. Hagop Varoujian, Mrs. Shakeh 
Tchilingirian and Master Tigran Minasian depicting Christ's entrance into 
Jerusalem, prayer in the Garden of Gethsemane, as well as the oil-bearing 
women’s visit to Jesus' tomb and His Glorious Resurrection. 
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The evening opened with a prayer in memory of His Eminence Archbishop 
Yeghishe Gizirian who served as Primate for the Armenian Church in 
England for 20 years.  His Grace Bishop Hovakim Manukyan and His 
Eminence Archbishop Gregorios prayed in Armenian and Greek for the soul 
of Archbishop Yeghishe to rest in peace.  
 
Dr. Hratch Tchilingirian continued by making a presentation on the 
developments in Syria and urged the congregation to open their hearts to the 
plight of the Armenians in Syria.   He announced that the proceeds of the 
concert will be donated to support the Diocese of the Armenian Church in 
Damascus, for children’s projects in Homs and Damascus under the auspices 
of the Primate of Damascus, His Grace Bishop Armash Nalbandian.  
 
The concert was very well attended and greatly supported by representatives 
from the Greek, Syriac and Coptic Churches.  
 
Thank you very much to the Parish Councils of the UK and Ireland, AGBU 
London Branch, the Tekeyan Cultural Association London Branch, Vatche 
and Tamar Manoukian, Tamara and David Stephan, Edward  and Greta 
Sahakian,  Tanya Jakobs, and all the kind, generous individuals for helping 
and to all future donors for supporting this extremely worthwhile 
fundraising event.   
 
Congratulations and many thanks to Aris Nadirian, all the singers from the 
London Armenian Opera chorus, Vahe Begoyan, Rouzanna Grigorian, Aren 
Avetyan, Andranik Malkhasyan, Abel Kyureghyan and Anais Heghoyan for 
their wonderful performances.  
 
If you would like to donate towards this cause please contact the Primate's 
Office at: primatesoffice@armenianchurch.co.uk 
 
To watch the concert, please follow the YouTube link:  
https://youtu.be/Ye4n48TyLCc 
 

 

To view the video, 
please follow this link: 
https://youtu.be/Ye4n4

8TyLCc 

mailto:primatesoffice@armenianchurch.co.uk
https://youtu.be/Ye4n48TyLCc
https://youtu.be/Ye4n48TyLCc
https://youtu.be/Ye4n48TyLCc


 

  Palm Sunday at St. Sarkis Church 
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"Church fathers have identified seven deadly or mortal sins. They 
constantly urge the faithful to give them up. There is another sin that is 
very characteristic to our times. It is the sin of indifference. Indifference 
today has become a  serious threat to all mankind, creating many social, 
even political and economic problems. We must remember that Christ is 
able to visit each of us any time in disguise. Jesus loves modesty and 
humility. He entered Jerusalem not on a horseback or in a triumphal 
chariot, but modestly, sitting on a donkey. He may visit in the disguise of 
rejected and marginalised ones. We should always be mindful to meet Him 
who is coming in the name of God. When, where or how He will come we 
do not know. If he comes in disguise it is unlikely that we will recognise 
him. We need to be mindful and overcome the sin of indifference, treating 
each other with love and compassion" said the Primate in his sermon while 
celebrating the liturgy on Palm Sunday at St. Sarkis Church. During the 
liturgy, Bishop Manukyan spoke about Christ's triumphant entry into 
Jerusalem explaining it under the light of the last judgment and from 
eschatological perspective.  The liturgy was attended by hundreds of 
faithful. At the conclusion a special service of the ‘Opening of the Doors’ - 
symbolising the disclosure of the heavenly kingdom as an act of God’s 
ultimate mercy - was conducted as well as the blessing of olive and palm 
branches particular to the Palm Sunday liturgy.  The day was concluded 
with the blessing of children, which has become a special part of the Palm 
Sunday rite in the Armenian Church.  The faithful also enjoyed the Palm 
Sunday bazaar that was organised by St. Sarkis Ladies Committee in 
Gulbenkian Hall after the liturgy and blessing services.  
 
 

To view the video, 
please follow this link: 
https://youtu.be/M70Yr

mRu4q8 

https://youtu.be/M70YrmRu4q8
https://youtu.be/M70YrmRu4q8
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Our Community  
A Tribute to Mr. Assadour Guzelian 
By Hasmik Harutunyan 

 

On Sunday, 20th March 2016, 
AGBU London Chapter organised a 
literary event and reception at the 
Kensington Close Hotel in London 
dedicated to one of the most loved 
and celebrated leaders of the 
Armenian diaspora: writer, poet, 
editor and fervent campaigner Mr. 
Assadour Guzelian. The driving 
force behind this largely overdue 
but imperative tribute was Mrs. 
Seda Ananian - yet another 
personal friend of Mr. Guzelian - 
who had been trying to persuade 
Assadour to agree to this modest 
homage for several months. Mrs 
Seda Ananian is the former senior 
editor at the Armenian 
Encyclopaedia and author of 
numerous articles in the Armenian 
press in Armenia, France and the 
UK. 
  
A brief introduction was delivered 

by Mr. Jirair Kevorkian on behalf of 
the AGBU London Chapter, who 
welcomed the representatives of the 
Armenian Church, the Armenian 
Embassy and the guests, 
predominantly members of the 
Armenian community in London.  
 
Next, Mrs. Seda Ananian presented 
the brief biography and the literary 
pathway of Mr. Guzelian. Mrs. 
Ananian started by mentioning that 
Mr. Guzelian was born in 1932 in 
Cilician Armenian village of Sovouk 
Olouk. Further in her presentation, 
Mrs. Ananian discussed the four 
volumes published by Assadour 
Guzelian to date. The first volume is 
an epic poem entitled Hamo and 
Fadileh published in Beirut in 1960. 
Guzelian’s second book entitled 
Everlasting Friendship was printed in 
Yerevan in 2009. The third book 
Turning the Press Pages, which 
assembled Guzelian’s articles 
throughout his fifty-year career as 
editor, reporter and influential 
authority in the Armenian diaspora, 
was published in Beirut in 2011. The 
latest book is called The Letters Talk 
printed in Beirut in 2014, where the 
impressive correspondence between 
Guzelian and distinguished 
personalities is exposed to readers. In 
recognition to his services to the 
nation, literature and to the Church, 
Mr. Guzelian was awarded “Serb 
Nurses Shnorhali” medal by Vasken I, 
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Catholics of All Armenians in 1982. 
 
At the end of her presentation, Mrs. Ananian invited Mr. Guzelian on 
stage, who shared some of the enthralling and humorous episodes of his 
interesting life including his encounters with writer William Saroyan, 
Catholicos of All Armenians Vazken l, Aram Kchatchatrian and others. Mr. 
Guzelian moreover recited his emotional and colourful poem Kilikia 
dedicated to his Armenian school in Syria.  
 
Mrs. Tamar Geghamyan-Minasian, specialist in Armenian literature, gave a 
brief analysis of Guzelian’s epic poem Hamo and Fadileh (1960), influenced 
by his childhood memories. The poem is a tragic love story between Hamo, 
the poor shepherd and gifted musician and Fadileh, the kind and beautiful 
daughter of cruel Arif Beg. Mrs. Geghamyn-Minasian emphasized the 
particular richness of the author’s language, full of metaphors, allegories, 
similes. Though the story is about the impossible love between two young 
and authentic souls with tragic ending, the speaker mentioned that the 
entire poem is full of light, colourful imagery and poetic beauty.  
 
Mr. Manvel Adamian, well-known and esteemed writer, dramatist and 
poet as well as the life-long friend of Assadour Guzelian, took the stage to 
express his satisfaction for organising such a commendable evening, and 
read his poem written few days before dedicated to Guzelian. 
 
Young and talented soprano Anush Hovhannisyan shared her personal 
feelings about Mr. Guzelian and his wife Vivienne, revealing the warmth, 
the charm and the generosity of these exceptional human beings. She said 
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that Mr. Guzelian is a perfect role model for the new generation, as an 
Armenian and as a person. Anush Hovhannisyan sang the beautiful song 
Oror by Komitas to conclude her performance. 
 
His Grace Bishop Hovakim Manukyan shared his impressions of Mr. 
Guzelian’s book, entitled Letters Are Talking, which indorsed his 
friendship with many exceptional artists, scientists and writers. 
Meanwhile, the speaker emphasised, it happened to be a significant piece 
of historical evidence of a rare association between the Diaspora and the 
Soviet Armenia. Under difficult circumstances and censorship, the 
correspondence displayed the courage, the patriotism and the 
determination of Assadour Guzelian to establish links and to reunite the 
dispersed nation. Bishop Hovakim closed the evening with his blessings to 
those present.  
 

 



 

  Vice-Chairmen of  the Congress of  Western 
Armenians visit London 
 On 22nd March, General Lt. Gen. G. Norat Ter-Grigoriants and Mr. Karen 
Michaelyan visited London, UK and met with the Primate of the Armenian 
Church. This is the second meeting of the visitors to UK. The aim of the visit 
was to get acquainted with the members of the Armenian Community and to 
promote the activities of the National Congress of Western Armenians in in 
cooperation of the Armenian organisations based in UK. 
 
The National Congress of Western Armenians (NCWA) is an international 
NGO registered subject to French law with headquarters in Paris. Its main 
goal is to initiate and carry out all activities related to the defence of the 
interests and rights of Western Armenians, former Armenian citizens of the 
Ottoman Empire.  For more details, please visit the site of the Congress: 
http://ncwarmenians.org/  
 
 

Parish News  
 
St. Patrick’s Day in Dublin 

2016 will be a memorable year for the Armenian community in Ireland as it 
was the first time in the history of Ireland that the Armenians participated in 
the St. Patrick's Day Service at St. Patrick's Cathedral, Dublin 8. 

 
The holiday is celebrated in many and varied ways in Dublin.  In this 
instance, at St. Patrick's Cathedral the Dublin Council of Churches (DCC) 
held a very well attended and inspiring service centred on the life and faith 
of St. Patrick himself and in his own words. 
 
Accompanied by appropriate Irish music played by a talented Irish music 
group the story of the life of St. Patrick was told out at various parts of the 
historic building, before we gathered in the nave for the final part. 
 
The Archbishop of Dublin, the Most Revd. Dr. Michael Jackson, Bishop 
Raymond Field (representative of the Catholic Church) and leaders from the 
Salvation Army, The Friends organisation, the Methodist Church, the 
Presbyterian Church and the Orthodox Churches were all present.  Dr. 
Kieran O'Mahony OSA delivered the Sermon on this occasion...reminding us 
of the necessity to work together for the furtherance of the Gospel of Christ 
as St. Patrick did. 
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  Several members of the Armenian Parish Community (which is member of the 
DCC) attended the service in various capacities.  Margaret Sarafian-O'Neill 
and Ayda Sarafian-Lundon were involved in welcoming people as they entered 
to attend the service.  Paul Manook was one of the narrators on the life of St. 
Patrick...he also highlighted to the visitors the similarities between the Celtic 
High Crosses and the Armenian Khachkars..... almost every visitor heard about 
the Armenians and saw the yellow tie! 
 
At the end of the service Margaret Sarafian and Gillian Dicker (a representative 
from the Salvation Army) distributed fresh shamrocks to all present as they 
were leaving the cathedral.  It was a happy and joyous evening for everyone 
present.  
 

Palm Sunday in Cardiff 

The Armenian Community comprising of some 25 attended the Palm Sunday 
services on what was a beautiful day and in our beautiful Ararat Church.  The 
service was from 10.30 to 12.00 at the Ararat Baptist Church in Whitchurch, 
Cardiff. 
 
Preachers Naomi and Graham reminded us all of the meaning of Palm Sunday.  
It was of course the entry of Jesus into Jerusalem. It was a triumphal entry with 
crowds shouting Hosanna and yet within a few days those same followers 
would be shouting for the Crucifixion of Jesus. 
 
The manner in which Jesus entered Jerusalem, by preaching of love and peace 
was completely at odds with the way the Romans would enter; with a display 
of pomp, ceremony and military might. 
 
The Gospels and Mark specifically, use the word “enter” many times with 
reference to Jesus and not just in to Jerusalem but into places and organisations 
within Jerusalem.  This deliberate emphasis on using the word “entering” was 
to illustrate the extent of the corruption and loss of faith throughout society.  
Jesus was trying to help those where others would not, and by doing so going 
against the establishment.  It was this that sealed his fate. 
 
The sermon concluded with the message that Palm Sunday would best be 
remembered if today, tomorrow and next week we all seek out those who need 
our help. 
 
The service ended with the Eucharist (with bread gluten free) and (grape juice) 
being distributed to the community while seated. 
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The objectives of creating Sunday 
Schools on bordering areas are:     
 

9 organise and coordinate spiritual 
education in Tavush  

9 to underline the scientific, moral and 
spiritual aspects of religious education 
in the curriculum of the schools  

9 to make the region of Tavush a unique 
centre of education  

9 to see strengthen the practising of 
Christianity  

 

Between 2016-2019 we are planning to create 
around 70 schools in the region of Tavush  

Each school will cost around 2000 USD 

 

 

Any child living in the bordering region has a right to 
spiritual education. The borders are in good hands if we 

have people there living according Christian values 

 

Diocese of Tavush 
One Community, One School 

 
 

 

“When I grow up I will become like 
Serbazan”   

Little Nelli is a member of the Church Youth 
Organisation of Noyemberyan City 

 

Strengthening Christianity on the borders 
creates a stronger nation 
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Pilgrimage to the Holy Land 
6th – 14th June 2016 

A unique opportunity to explore the Holy Land and the legacy of the 
Armenian Church in Jerusalem 
Armenians have made pilgrimages to the Holy Land since the 5th century.  It is a unique opportunity 
for every Christian man and woman to have a spiritual journey and retreat. On 9th June, the pilgrims 
will participate in the Divine Liturgy on the occasion of the Feast of Ascension of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ (Old Julian Calendar).  
 
For the Armenian pilgrims it has another added value because apart from visiting Holy Places they 
will visit the Armenian quarter and St. James Armenian Patriarchate of Jerusalem to get acquainted 
with the legacy of the Armenian fathers in Jerusalem.  
 
The group will be led by the Primate, Bishop Hovakim Manukyan. Special guides will facilitate the 
visits. The group will stay five days in Jerusalem at the Christmas Hotel, two nights in Tiberias at 
the Boutique Hotel and one night in Tel Aviv at the Deborah Hotel.  
Cost:  £1600 (single room) 
 £1350 (shared room) 

Includes: accommodation, return flights from London Heathrow to Tel Aviv Airport (including airport 
taxes and fuel charges), Armenian/English speaking guide services, deluxe coach with free WIFI, 
entrance fees for tourist attractions on itinerary, half board basis (two meals daily), and farewell 
dinner. 

For more information, please contact: primatesoffice@armenianchurch.co.uk 
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  Upcoming Events 
 
DIOCESAN PROGRAMMES  
Forthcoming Events in March, April and May 2016 
 
Bible Studies  
Every Thursday, at St. Sarkis Church Gulbenkian Hall led by the Primate and the 
clergy of the Diocese 
Next dates: March 31st, April 14th, 21st  
Bible Studies are an important part of the church’s ministry as they provide 
opportunities for the faithful and those who are interested and curious to have a 
deeper understanding of Christianity and to ask questions about their faith, beliefs 
and concerns.  During Bible studies we make observations (what do passages in 
the Bible say?), provide interpretation (what do they mean?) and ask how 
applicable these passages are to our lives today. Open to everyone.   
 
Holy Week Celebrations in the Armenian Churches of Holy Trinity in 
Manchester, St Sarkis and St Yeghiche in London 
 
Easter Eve 
Saturday, 26th March, 5:30pm  
Easter Eve Liturgy  
 
Easter Divine Liturgy 
Sunday, 27th March, 11:00am  
 
Easter Luncheon 
Sunday, 27th March, 2:00pm, Copthorne Tara Hotel  
To celebrate Easter together and to feel the joy of unity at Eastertide 
(Please see advert for details) 
 
Easter Monday in Dublin  
Monday, 28th March 
Divine Liturgy in Dublin, 11:00 am – 3:00pm at Dundrum Methodist Church 
(Ballinteer Road, Dundrum, Dublin 16) 
 
Feast of Annunciation   
Thursday, 7th April at 6:30pm in St. Sarkis Church 
The Annunciation commemorates the tidings which the Angel Gabriel brought to 
Mary. It is part of the fulfilment of the Messianic prophecy and plan, and the most 
important event in Mary's life. According to Luke (1:26), the Annunciation 
occurred "in the sixth month" of Elizabeth's pregnancy with John the Baptist. 
Armenian Christians celebrate this feast on April 6th, as it is related to the date of 
celebrating the Nativity.  
6:30 pm – Prayer at St. Sarkis Church  
7:00 pm -   Movie for youth: “Maria Gioretti” and discussion at Gulbenkian Hall.  A 
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Upcoming Events in 
Cardiff Parish 

Easter Divine Liturgy in 
Cardiff 
Sunday, 27th March at 
9.15am  
Easter Service at 
Christchurch in 
Carmarthen 
 
Genocide 
Remembrance Day 
Sunday, 24th April at 
11.00am  
We will be asking the 
children to light 9 
Candles for the 9th 
Anniversary of the 
memorial. 
 
Armenian Church 
Service at Ararat 
Church  
Saturday, 21st May at 
10.30am  
 
 
 
 



 

  true story, Maria’s life was brief but intense.  Working with her family in the fields 
of feudal Italy, her lifelong friendship with a boy in her village changed when he 
lost his path.  However, Maria’s intense faith allowed for a transformation of 
hatred into love, and provided a way back for him through forgiveness and 
redemption. 
 
House Blessings 
9th - 10th April 
Easter basket delivery by ACYF to elderly and house blessings by priests  
 
Divine Liturgy in Birmingham 
Sunday, 10th April, 1:00pm  
Divine Liturgy at the Mission Parish of Birmingham (St John’s Church, Stratford 
Road, Birmingham, B11 4EA) 
 
Solemn Divine Liturgy in Remembrance of the Genocide 
Sunday, 24th April, St. Yeghiche Church 
Solemn Divine Liturgy will be celebrated on the day of the Armenian Genocide. It 
will be followed by the consecration of the icon dedicated to the Holy Martyrs of 
the Genocide.   
 
Divine Liturgy and Special Memorial Service for Archbishop Gizirian 
Sunday, 15th May, St. Yeghiche Church 
Divine Liturgy and special Hogehangist service in memory of the late Archbishop 
Yeghiche Gizirian, the service will be followed by Hogejash and remembrance 
event. The venue will be advertised soon. For more details, please, contact the 
Primate’s Office. 
 
Pilgrimage to Holy Land 
 6 – 14th June 
 
Armenian Street Festival  
Sunday, 17th July, Iverna Gardens, London W8 6TP 
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Prayer intentions for March 
As we are in the Middle of Great Lent, which is also a period of 
good works and charity, we invite the faithful to pray that 
families in need may receive the necessary moral and material 
support, especially those living in Syria.   
 
 
 
 

 

Editorial: 

The main objective of 
the diocesan e-
newsletter is to serve 
and reach out to 
Armenians throughout 
the United Kingdom 
and Ireland. The 
community members 
and organisations are 
welcome to send their 
announcements for the 
e-newsletter, including 
information not only 
about public events but 
also about important 
family events such as 
christening, matrimony 
or passing away.   

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Armenian Church News 

 
We invite those who have questions or wish to gain deeper understanding 
of the faith, moral discernment, teachings and traditions of the Armenian 
Church to contact the Office of the Diocese of the Armenian Church in 
United Kingdom and Ireland: 

    The Primate’s Office 
c/o The Armenian Vicarage 
Iverna Gardens 
London, W8 6TP 
or email: primatesoffice@armenianchurch.co.uk  

 
 

 

 

Worship Services in the Armenian Churches 

Services are held in the Armenian Churches in London every Sunday starting at 11:00 am.  In 
Manchester, there is a service on the 1st Sunday of the month.  For further details, please contact 
the parish nearest to you:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Other Parishes of our Diocese: 
 

Cardiff - Tel: + 44 771 279 2304, +44 2920779248. john@jagproperties.co.uk  

Dublin - Tel: +44 2891 863559. http://www.armenians.ie/  

Birmingham – Tel: +44 121 675 1469. St John’s Church, Stratford Road, Birmingham, B11 4EA  

Oxford - Tel: +44 7810 490242. armenian.society@studentsclub.ox.ac.uk 
 

 

 

Holy Trinity Armenian Church 
229 Upper Brook Street 
Manchester, M13 0FY 

Tel: 0161 273 1074 
www.armenianchurchmanchester.org/ 

 

 

St. Sarkis Church 
Iverna Gardens 

Kensington, London, W8 6TP 
Tel: 020 7937 0152 

http://www.stsarkisparish.co.uk 

 

St. Yeghiche Cathedral 
13b Cranley Gardens 

Kensington, London SW7 3BB 
Tel: 020 7373 8133 

http://www.styeghiche.org.uk/ 
 

Editorial Committee: 
 
His Grace Bishop Hovakim 
Manukyan, Primate 
 
Garen Arevian 
Lena Boghossian 
Hovik Hovhannisyan 
Aznive Simon 
Gagik Stepan-Sarkissian 
Sossi Yerissian 
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