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His Royal Highness the Prince of 

Wales met with the UK community 

leaders of the Churches of the Near 

and Middle East at a meeting 

hosted by His Eminence Cardinal 

Vincent Nichols, the Archbishop of 

Westminster on Thursday, 17th 

December. His Grace Bishop 

Hovakim Manukyan, Primate of 

the Armenian Church, took part in 

this ecumenical gathering as one of 

the leaders of the Oriental 

Orthodox Churches.   

As Prince Charles and Cardinal 

Nichols walked into the reception 

hall at the Archbishop’s House in 

Victoria, His Royal Highness 

greeted warmly the Primate and 

the members of the Armenian 

delegation, among them the Very 

Rev. Fr. Movses Sargsyan, the 

Rev. Fr. Shnork Baghdassarian 

and experts on Oriental studies - 

Dr. Hratch Tchilingirian and Dr 

Harry Hagopian (also MENA 

Advisor to the Catholic Bishops’ 

Conference of England & Wales).    

mailto:primatesoffice@armenianchurch.co.uk
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During the brief conversation, The Prince of Wales recalled his good 

impressions of the magnificent Armenian Service at Westminster Abbey in 

October, which was his last encounter with a large number of Armenians 

after his visit to Armenia in May 2013.    

 

Cardinal Nichols formally greeting His Royal Highness and representatives 

of all Churches in the Middle East, including members of the Coptic, 

Syriac, Melkite, Maronite, Chaldean and Armenian communities, who had 

gathered on this special occasion. The Cardinal spoke about the continued 

suffering of Christians and minorities in the Middle East and responsibility 

of British society to extend a helping hand to those who are in dire need.  

He then invited His Royal Highness to address the audience.  

 

Prince Charles spoke eloquently about the Christian history and heritage 

of the Middle East and underlined the fact that Christianity was born not 

in the West, but in the very heart of the Middle East.  He noted how one 

of the most ancient churches, the Coptic Church, was founded by St. Mark 

the evangelist and that “the Armenians,” he said, “evangelised by the 

apostles Sts. Thaddeus and Bartholomew, were the “first nation to adopt 

Christianity.”  The Prince concluded his brief remark by inviting everyone 

to lend support to all efforts that alleviate the hardship and enormous 

needs of Christians and minorities in the Middle East, the very place where 

Christ’s Incarnation took place two thousand years ago.  

 

A short prayer service followed, conduced in various languages of the 

represented churches, including Aramaic, Arabic and Armenian. His Grace 

Bishop Hovakim read from Hebrews 10:34-36 in Armenian.  The service 

concluded with the blessings of His Eminence Cardinal Vincent Nichols.  

 

For more photos from this event, see 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/catholicism 

 

Link to the event on the Catholic Church News web-page with podcasts: 

http://www.catholicnews.org.uk/Home/News/HRH-Prince-of-Wales  

 
 

 

 

 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/catholicism
http://www.catholicnews.org.uk/Home/News/HRH-Prince-of-Wales
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ACYF Decorate Christmas 
Tree at St. Sarkis Church 

Parish Life 
St. Yeghiche Parish Council Meeting 

On 16th December, the Primate Bishop Hovakim 

attended the St. Yeghiche Church Parish Council 

meeting and acquainted himself with members of 

the Parish Council and their activities. The 

Council discussed questions related to the Parish 

membership and issues relating to reaching out to 

community members through media. They also 

discussed questions related to the upcoming 

Christmas celebrations and Annual Parish 

Assembly.  The Primate informed the Parish 

Council of the planned arrival of a new pastor for 

St. Yeghiche Church, Rev. Fr. Vram Ghazaryan, 

to replace the visiting pastor Fr. Movses, who is 

due to leave in the middle of January 2016. At the 

end of the meeting the Primate gave his blessing 

and appreciation to members of the Parish 

Council for their commitment and encouraged 

them to continue their hard work. 

 
 

On Sunday, 13th December ACYF 

executives started decorating the 

Christmas tree in preparation for 

the Christmas Carol service due to 

take place on 21st December at 

7pm in St. Sarkis Church, 

Kensington.  Community members 

joined and helped ACYF 

executives to complete the 

decoration of the Christmas tree 

creating the joyful atmosphere of 

Christmas. 
 

 

 

 



 

  

Page 4 
Armenian Church News 

Community Life 
Nouneh Sarkissian’s “The Magic Button” Book 
Launch 
 Children’s stories author Nouneh Sarkissian’s first 

English story book, The Magic Buttons (Quartet 

Books), was launched at Linley London on 10th 

December.  Bishop Hovakim Manukyan, the 

Primate, was among the invited guests, who were 

welcomed by David Linley.   

 

Nouneh is the author of many enchanting and 

captivating children’s story books, including 

Vishap Nesin, Herosner, Basiliscos, Erek Vishap, 
Sadap and others, some of which have been 

published in Armenian, Russian and Ukrainian.  

 

Speaking about her new beautifully illustrated 

book, Nouneh noted that this children’s tale is 

“about resourcefulness, courage and friendliness.” 

Indeed, Nouneh’s delightful previous tales nurture 

values and pose moral challenges that children, as 

well as adults face.  No doubt, like her other books, 

The Magic Buttons will charm both children and 

adults alike.   The story is about the International 

Conference of Wizards and Witches which has 

been sabotaged. Izzi Berton has stolen all the 

magic from those attending the conference, 

causing havoc everywhere. Will Pearl save the 

magic and cure the people from the terrible Blue 

Fever?  Read to find out! 

(http://quartetbooks.co.uk/shop/magic-buttons/) 

 

Nouneh Sarkissian's books in Armenian and 

Russian are on sale on www.foyles.co.uk  and at 

Foyles bookshop at 113-119 Charing Cross Road. 

 

'The Magic Buttons' is on Amazon or at 

Waterstones and it's possible to order it at any 

other major bookshop in the UK. For her other 

books see http://www.nounehsarkissian.com/  

 

Nouneh Sarkissian has written stories for children 

since her early university years and her books 

have proved popular among children aged three to 

thirteen. For her other books see 

http://www.nounehsarkissian.com/  

 

 

 

 

http://quartetbooks.co.uk/shop/magic-buttons/
http://www.foyles.co.uk/
http://www.nounehsarkissian.com/
http://www.nounehsarkissian.com/


 

  

Page 5 Armenian Church News 

Community Life 
New Year celebration at K. Tahta Armenian 
Community Sunday School  
 

On 13th December the K. Tahta Armenian 

Community Sunday School held its New 

Year celebration. The event was attended 

by Bishop Hovakim Manukyan, Primate, 

Mr. Ara Palamoudian, Chairman of the 

Armenian Community Council and Ms. 

Margaret Kassardjian. 

  

In her opening speech the head teacher, 

Mrs. Ruzanna Tatulian, welcomed 

guests and parents, wishing all a 

Happy New Year and Merry Christmas; 
“Let 2016 be a year of remarkable 
success, aspirations and achievements for 
our Homeland and for entire Armenian 
nation all over the world”. She thanked all 

the benefactors of the School, members of 

the governing body, the parents’ 

committee, and all other parents who have 

helped the school to fulfil its programme 

for the benefit of the children. 

 

During the event, students performed 

various recitations and plays, including 

"The Nativity", "The Grasshopper and the 

Ant" and "The Grandfather and the 

Turnip".  The choir sang Christmas songs, 

before children greeted Father Christmas 

with joy and excitement, who handed gifts 

to all children present.   

 

The spiritual leader of the community, 

Bishop Hovakim Manukyan, passed his 

blessing to all those present.  

 

The event and performances were led by 

teacher Anoush Geghamyan. 
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Community Life 
Bishop Attends Monthly ACC Meeting 

On Tuesday 15th December, the Primate attended the monthly meeting of the 

Armenian Community Council of the United Kingdom. 

 

In his welcoming words the Chairman of the Council Mr. Ara Palamoudian 

reaffirmed the readiness of the ACC to support the Primate in his mission, in 

whatever way they can. He also briefed the Primate on the history of the 

ACC.  

The meeting dealt with a large range of subjects to do with the British 

Armenian community. Bishop Hovakim was interested to learn about the 

functions of the Community Council and the various fields in which the ACC 

and its Executive Committee serve the community.   

 

Special mention was made of the need to encourage the involvement in 

community life of young people as well as a large number of relatively recent 

immigrants to the United Kingdom. 

 

Discussions took place to identify areas where the ACC could be of assistance 

to the Church. The Primate spoke about his vision and also of the priorities of 

the Church. 
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Community Life 
David of  Sasoun – a Play by Jenia Nersesian 
 
The talented actress Ms. Jenia Nersesian captivated the audience at 

Navasartian Centre on Saturday 12th December with her masterful acting of 

the epic story of David of Sasoun by Hovhannes Tumanian. 

The seamless switching between acting of several different characters added 

to the gravity of the play, transferring the audience to the mountainous 

regions of Sasoun, where Ms. Nersesian transfigured into the giant David of 

Sasoun, destroying the villain Msra Melik by striking him down with the 

epic sword of his father Aryuts Meher. 

 

This fabulous event was organised by the Heritage and Cultural Committee 

of the ACC in cooperation with K. Tahta Armenian 

Community Sunday School. A selection of background music and visual 

displays enriched the atmosphere. The audience spent a considerable time 

congratulating Ms. Nersesian at the end. Presenting similar stories to our 

younger generation should be considered a necessity.  

(Rafik Atanes Sarkissian)  
 

 

 

David of Sasoun 

Yerevan, Armenia  
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Community Life 
Christmas Carol Concert featuring Komitas Choir 

On 9th December at St Cuthbert’s 

Church in London, the annual 

Christmas Carol Concert was 

organised by Baroness Caroline Cox 

in support of the Humanitarian Aid 

Relief Trust (HART). The concert 

featured the Armenian Komitas 

Choir, the Ugandan Acholi London 

Choir and the St. Martin singers. 

 

The Komitas Choir was founded in 

2013 by the Tekeyan Trust London, 

mainly by its Honourary Secretary 

Mr. Vartan Ouzounian. The TTL, a 

registered charity since 1979, the 

backbone of the London TCA and 

the Tekeyan Centre Fund Armenia, 

has always been dedicated to the 

preservation and promotion of the 

national identity as well as to 

furthering links between Armenia 

and the Diaspora through various 

cultural, educational, community life 

activities. The Komitas Choir, under 

the chairmanship of Mr. Vartan 

Ouzounian, aims to research, 

preserve and enhance Armenian 

musical heritage all over the world.  

 

The performance of the Komitas 

Choir at the Christmas Carol Concert 

was the highlight of the programme, 

since 2015 is the Centennial of the 

Armenian Genocide, and 9th 
December has been announced the 

"International Day of 

Commemoration of Victims of 

Genocide and of its Prevention".  

Once again to commemorate the 

victims of the Armenian 

Genocide and to raise the 

awareness of the British audience, 

the honourable Baroness Caroline 

Cox delivered her impressive 

speech. She condemned the 

Genocide denial policy of the 

Turkish government and 

mentioned historical injustice and 

deprivations of the Armenian 

nation. 

 

At the concert, the Komitas 

Choir, conducted by Sipan 

Hakobyan and accompanied by 

pianist Ella Babayan, performed 

"Hymn of the Nativity" by 

Komitas, "Arpa-Sevan" by Edgar 

Hovhannisyan and "New 

Armenia" by Stepan Lusikyan.  

 

The Choir Conductor and artistic 

director Sipan Hakobyan, as a 

soloist, performed Hymn of 

"Christ's Baptism" by Grigor 

Pahlavuni and Hymn of the 

"Blessing the Water" by 

Hovhannes Yerznkatsi. 

 

Garen Arevian of the TCA 

London recited “The Sorrow of 

Armenians” by Z. Boyajyan.  

 

At the concert, among the 

audience present were 

representatives of a number of 

organisations, politicians and 

clergymen. 
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"Armenian Christmas," as it is popularly called, is a culmination of 

celebrations of events related to Christ's Incarnation. Theophany or 

Epiphany (or Astvadz-a-haytnootyoon in Armenian) means "revelation of 

God," which is the central theme of the Christmas Season in the Armenian 

Church. During "Armenian Christmas" season, the major events that are 

celebrated are the Nativity of Christ in Bethlehem and His Baptism in the 

River Jordan. The day of this major feast in the Armenian Church is January 

6th. A ceremony called “Blessing of Water” is conducted in the Armenian 

Church to commemorate Christ’s Baptism. 

 

It is frequently asked as to why Armenians do not celebrate Christmas on 

December 25th with the rest of the world. Obviously, the exact date of 

Christ's birth has not been historically established—neither is it recorded in 

the Gospels. However, historically, all Christian churches celebrated 

Christ's birth on January 6th until the fourth century. According to Roman 

Catholic sources, the date was changed from January 6th to December 25th 

in order to override a pagan feast dedicated to the birth of the Sun which 

was celebrated on December 25th. At the time Christians used to continue 

their observance of these pagan festivities. In order to undermine and 

subdue this pagan practice, the church hierarchy designated December 25th 

as the official date of Christmas and January 6th as the feast of Epiphany. 

However, Armenia was not affected by this change for the simple fact that 

there were no such pagan practices in Armenia on that date, and the fact 

that the Armenian Church was not a satellite of the Roman Church. Thus, 

remaining faithful to the traditions of their forefathers, Armenians have 

continued to celebrate Christmas on January 6th until today. 
 

Spirituality 
Why Armenians Celebrate Christmas on 6th January 
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Spirituality 
In the Holy Land – 19th January 

In the Holy Land, the Orthodox churches use the old calendar (which has a 

difference of thirteen days) to determine the date of the religious feasts. 

Accordingly, the Armenians celebrate Christmas on January 19th and the 

Greek Orthodox celebrate on January 7th. 

 

On the day before Armenian Christmas, January 18th, the Armenian 

Patriarch together with the clergy and the faithful, travels from Jerusalem to 

the city of Bethlehem, to the Church of Nativity of Christ, were elaborate and 

colourful ceremonies take place. Outside, in the large square of the Church of 

Nativity, the Patriarch and his entourage are greeted by the Mayor of 

Bethlehem and City officials. A procession led by Armenian scouts and their 

band, advance the Patriarch into the Church of Nativity, while priests, 

seminarians and the faithful join in the singing of Armenian hymns. 

Afterwards, church services and ceremonies are conducted in the Cathedral 

of Nativity all night long and until the next day, January 19th. 

 

See more at: 
http://oxbridgepartners.com/hratch/index.php/publications/articles/369-why-
armenians-celebrate-christmas-on-january-6th-by-dn-hratch-
tchilingirian#sthash.IZBEkfjP.dpuf 
 

The Repose of  Souls- Հոգեհանգիստ 

 The Repose of Souls Service is a devout ceremony conducted for the souls of 

those who have entered their eternal rest. Literally the Armenian word 

"hogehangist" means "rest for the souls". All the Ancient Churches that 

profess and believe in the immortality of the soul, eternal life, resurrection of 

the dead and the Last Judgement Day have a Repose of Souls Service. 

 

Christians pray for the souls of their dead relatives and ask for the 

intercession of the Saints. They conduct the Repose of Souls Service, open 

soup-kitchens for the poor and vulnerable families, make donations to 

churches and elderly care homes asking for God’s mercy on the Last 

Judgement Day for the souls of those who have passed away. 

 

The Armenian Church has established the day following the five tabernacle 

feasts - Holy Christmas, Holy Resurrection, Transfiguration, Assumption of 

 

http://oxbridgepartners.com/hratch/index.php/publications/articles/369-why-armenians-celebrate-christmas-on-january-6th-by-dn-hratch-tchilingirian#sthash.IZBEkfjP.dpuf
http://oxbridgepartners.com/hratch/index.php/publications/articles/369-why-armenians-celebrate-christmas-on-january-6th-by-dn-hratch-tchilingirian#sthash.IZBEkfjP.dpuf
http://oxbridgepartners.com/hratch/index.php/publications/articles/369-why-armenians-celebrate-christmas-on-january-6th-by-dn-hratch-tchilingirian#sthash.IZBEkfjP.dpuf


 

  

Home Blessing- Տնօրհնեք 
 

One of the traditions of the Armenian Church is the Home Blessing Service. 

It symbolises the visit of Resurrected Christ the Upper House and blessing of 

the disciples (John 20:19) 

 

Priests and bishops visit the homes of the faithful on the occasions of 

Christmas (Theophany) and Easter (Holy Resurrection) to bring the good 

news of our Lord’s Nativity and Resurrection to bless them and their homes 

through a special Service. 

 

During the Service the priest prays to God and asks Him to keep the home, its 

inhabitants and the children in good health, so that they live a devout life, 

glorify the name of Almighty God and strengthen the Holy Church. 

 

House blessing Services: those faithful who want a priest to visit and bless 
their home are welcome to contact their respective parishes or the Primate’s 
Office.  
 

 

the Holy Mother of God and the Exaltation of the Holy Cross, as a day to 

commemorate and pray for the souls of the dead, mourning day or Merelots. 

In addition to conducting the Repose of Souls service on these five days, there 

are also private services conducted on such occasions as the fortieth day of 

the death or the anniversary. There is also a custom of blessing the tombs on 

the mourning days of the tabernacle feasts as well as on the occasion of the 

fortieth day or the anniversary. During each Divine Liturgy the dead are 

remembered by the celebrant priest. 

 

On the 7th January 2016, from 11:00am – 2:00pm the priests will visit 
graveyards to pray for those faithful who are not with us in this world. For 
more details, please, contact your parish priests or the Primate’s Office. 
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Practical Questions  
At the end of the liturgy, the faithful are invited to kiss the Gospel. In this 

way they greet the celebrant and the celebrant greets them.  

 

The faithful are supposed to say: 
 
Մեղայ Աստուծոյ – (Megha Asdoutzo) “I have sinned against God” 

 

Յիշեսցէ Տէր զամենայն պատարագս քոյ –  (Hishesce' De'r Zamenayn 

Batarags qo) “May the Lord remember all your liturgies” 

 
 

Can you help one of  our community find their relatives? 
 

My name is Grigor Mkrtchyan, I am looking for my grandmother's relatives. 
In 1915 a part of her family escaped from Kars (Western Armenia) to 
Tiblisi (Georgia), and after a couple of years they returned to Yerevan, 
Armenia. Another part of her family escaped to England, in London as far as 
I know. My grandmother stayed in Armenia with her mother and her 
brothers. Her mother was named Gayane Hovanesyan, along with her 
children Knarik (my grandmother), Vard, Paruir, and Vardan. Her father 
was called Yeprеm Movsesyan, and with the help of my grandmother's 
stories, I found out that in Kars city there existed a neighbourhood which 
was called Movsesants Tagamas (as in Movsesants Neighbourhood).  
 
I don't know if this information is enough, but it would delight me to find 
someone from my grandmother's family because this was one of her last 
wishes. I know that my great grandfather, Yeprem Movsesyan, was a 
Russian Army Officer during World War I, and that between 1917-1920 he 
was forced to emigrate, because Communism was in power and he was 
pursued. He contacted his family a couple of times but their contact was 
lost. During World War II, one of his sons, Paruir Movsesyan-Hovanesyan, 
got lost (he was a soldier of the USSR). We have information (but it wasn't 
verified), that he (Paruir) was a prisoner but then he escaped and 
immigrated to England. 
  
I will be looking for more information in my family's archive and I would be 
grateful if you could tell me where else I could look for help.  
Thank you in advance, Grigor Mkrtchyan. 
 
If you have any information regarding any of the mentioned names, please 

contact the Primate’s Office: primatesoffice@armenianchurch.co.uk or 020 

8127 8364. 
 



 
  

Page 13 Armenian Church News 

Massis Restaurant supports the Armenian Church 
 

Have a great evening enjoying delicious Armenian and 
Lebanese food whilst supporting the mission of the Diocese of 
the Armenian Church in UK and Ireland.  Dine with Massis for 
lunch and dinner with family and friends for birthdays and 
events.  Mention you are Armenian and 20% of your bill will 
go towards the Armenian Church. 
 

Open 7 days a week from 12pm – 11pm you can find your 
Massis Lebanese Bar and Grill Restaurant at: 

9 Sheldon Square, Paddington Central, London W2 6HT 
Phone number: 020 7286 8000        www.massis.co.uk 

 
 

 

Dear Armenian friends 
 

Srpazan and Tania would like to invite you for a 
special Armenian evening as a pre-Christmas and 

a pre-New Year’s Eve party  
at 

Wednesday, 23rd December, 7:00-10:00pm  
Jakobs Restaurant, Gloucester Road, London 

 
There will be Armenian folk, patriotic and 

spiritual singing! 
 

Community members are also welcome to show 
their talents! 

 
The food is prepared specially for 

Hisnak/Advent! 
 

R.S.V.P. to primatesoffice@armenianchurch.co.uk  
 
 

 

 

 

ADVENT PARTY! 

http://www.massis.co.uk/
mailto:primatesoffice@armenianchurch.co.uk
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The ACYF London Chapter are delighted to invite you all to our Annual 

Christmas Carol Service on Monday 21st December at 7pm in St. Sarkis 

Church in Kensington, Iverna Gardens, W8 6TP. 

 

Following the carol service there will be a festive wine and food reception in 

the Gulbenkian Hall. 

 

All are welcome and we also have a very special guest joining us who will 

definitely want to meet the children. Please do let us know if your 

child/children will be attending so we can tell Father Christmas by Saturday, 

19th December! 

 

We look forward to welcoming you all there and if you have any question 

please do contact us at acyf@armenianchurch.co.uk or message us on our 

Facebook page ‘ACYF London’ 

 

 
 

https://us-mg42.mail.yahoo.com/neo/b/compose?to=acyf@armenianchurch.co.uk
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You are warmly invited to join us 
for the annual celebration of 
Divine Liturgy (Patarag) by His 
Grace Bishop Hovakim, Primate, at 
Pembroke College Chapel in Oxford 
on Saturday 16th January, 3pm. 
The Oxford Armenian Choir will 
sing Yekmalyan's Liturgy in four 
parts and there will be delicious 
refreshments prepared for you by 
the Oxford Armenian community 
members after the Service. 
 
But that's not all! This year the day 
is going to be extra-special for 
everyone! We are arranging free 
guided tours of the Bodleian 
Library Exhibition celebrating 
2,500 years of Armenian History- 
ARMENIA: Masterpieces of an 
Enduring Culture: 
http://www.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/wh
atson/whats-on/upcoming-
events/2015/oct/armenia.  Theo 
Maarten van Lint, Calouste 
Gulbenkian Professor of Armenian 
Studies, co-curator of the 
exhibition and co-author of the 
exhibition catalogue, will lead 
tours of the exhibition before the 
Liturgy at 12.30 pm and 1.30pm. 
 
Please note that the registration 
for guided tours is essential. To 
register for a tour, please email: 
armenian.society@studentclubs.ox
.ac.uk by 14 January 2016. 
 
We look forward to hearing from 
you and once again to welcoming 
you in Oxford! Join our event on 
Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/event
s/1021127391258798/ and please 
share it with your friends and 
colleagues. 

Would you like to join us? 
 

Transport will be available, leaving at 
10am from Iverna Gardens and 

returning at 6pm.   
The cost of transport will be £20.00. 

Please contact 
primatesoffice@armenianchurch.co.uk 

or on 020 8127 8364 for further 
information 

http://www.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/whatson/whats-on/upcoming-events/2015/oct/armenia
http://www.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/whatson/whats-on/upcoming-events/2015/oct/armenia
http://www.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/whatson/whats-on/upcoming-events/2015/oct/armenia
mailto:armenian.society@studentclubs.ox.ac.uk
mailto:armenian.society@studentclubs.ox.ac.uk
https://www.facebook.com/events/1021127391258798/
https://www.facebook.com/events/1021127391258798/
mailto:primatesoffice@armenianchurch.co.uk
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  Upcoming Events 
 
DIOCESAN PROGRAMMES  
Forthcoming Events in December and January 
 

Bible Studies  
Every Thursday, at St. Sarkis Church Gulbenkian Hall led by the Primate and the 
clergy of the Diocese 
Next dates: January 14th, 21st, 28th  
Bible Studies are an important part of the church’s ministry as they provide 
opportunities for the faithful and those who are interested and curious to have a 
deeper understanding of Christianity and to ask questions about their faith, beliefs 
and concerns.  During Bible studies we make observations (what do passages in 
the Bible say?), provide interpretation (what do they mean?) and ask how 
applicable these passages are to our lives today. Open to everyone.   
 
Deacons’ Training 
Deacons’ training takes place every Sunday at 5:00pm in the Vicarage, St. Sarkis 
Church. In November and December rehearsals are taking place for special hymns 

of the Midday Prayer - Ճաշու շարական, which are sung during the Divine 
Liturgy. For more details please contact the Diocesan Office. 
 
Manchester Parish 

ACYF Manchester Christmas Carol Service 
Sunday, 20th December, 5:00pm, Holy Trinity Church 
Christmas Carols by ACYF Manchester Chapter. For more details, please refer to 
Zareh Nersessian; e-mail zareh.nersessian@gmail.com. 
 
ACYF London Christmas Carol Service 
Monday, 21st December, 7:00pm at St. Sarkis Church 
Christmas Carols at St. Sarkis Church by ACYF London Chapter, the faithful are 
invited to come with their children.  
 
Advent Party 
Wednesday, 23rd December, 7:00-10:00pm 
Hisnakan/Advent Party, at Jakobs Restaurant, Gloucester Road, London 
 
Evening Vespers on the Feast of St. Stephan 
Saturday, 26th December, 6:30pm, in St. Sarkis Church 
Evening Vespers at St. Sarkis Church on the occasion of the Feast of St. Stephan, 
the first martyr of the Christian Church.  
 
AGBU/Tekeyan Cultural Association 

New Year’s Eve Dinner-Dance 
Thursday, 31st December, 7:30pm – 2:00am   
New Year's Eve Dinner-Dance at the Copthorne Tara Hotel, Kensington, W8 5SY.  
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As before, having seen the New Year in, those wishing to do so may proceed to St. 
Sarkis Church for a short service by Bp Hovakim and then return to the hotel 
until 2 am. The flyer contains all necessary information.  Early booking will ensure 
your place. 
 
New Year’s Eve Service 
Friday, 1st January, 12:30am in St. Sarkis Church  
Short Prayer for New Year  
 
New Year’s Day Service 
Friday, 1st January 2016, 5:00pm in St. Sarkis Church 
Special prayer for the blessing of pomegranates, followed by a small reception in 
the Gulbenkian Hall.  R.S.V.P. 
(Parking is available on pay & display, along with resident’s parking)  
 
Manchester Parish 

Wednesday, 6th January at Holy Trinity Church, Manchester 
Epiphany and Theophany of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ 
 
Liturgical celebrations of the Primate in January 2016: 
Tuesday, 5th January, 5:30pm, in St. Sarkis Church 
Christmas Vigil 
 
Wednesday, 6th January, 11:00am, in St. Yeghiche Church  
Epiphany and Theophany of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ  
 
Saturday, 9th January, 11:00am, Divine Liturgy in Cardiff  
Epiphany and Theophany of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ (Christ Church 
Eglwys Crist Parish of St. David, Carmarthen Plwyf Dewi Sant, Caerfyrddin) 
 
Sunday, 10th January, 1:00pm, Divine Liturgy in Birmingham  
Epiphany and Theophany of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ  
 
Saturday, 16th January, 3:00pm, in Oxford  
Divine Liturgy 
Transport will be available. It will depart from Iverna Gardens at 10am and return 
at 6pm. The cost of transport will be £20.00. 
Please contact: primatesoffice@armenianchurch.co.uk or on 020 8127 8364 for 
further inquiries. 
 
Sunday, 17th January, 11:00am, in St. Yeghiche Church 
Divine Liturgy 
 
22nd January, in St. Yeghiche Church 
Ecumenical Prayer 
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24th January, in Dublin 

Divine Liturgy 
 
Monday 25th January, in St. Sarkis Church 
Ecumenical Prayer 
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Prayer Intentions for December:  

 

At this joyous period of advent, we invite our 

faithful to continue to pray for our brothers and 

sisters in the Middle East. That all may 

experience the mercy of God who never tires of 

forgiving, and that families, especially those who 

suffer, may find in the birth of Jesus Christ a sign 

of certain hope. 
 

 

Editorial: 

The main objective of the diocesan e-newsletter 

is to serve and reach out to Armenians 

throughout the United Kingdom and Ireland. 

The community members and organisations are 

welcome to send their announcements for the 

e-newsletter, including information not only 

about public events but also about important 

family events such as christening, matrimony or 

passing away.   
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Armenian Church News 

 
We invite those who have questions or wish to gain deeper understanding 
of the faith, moral discernment, teachings and traditions of the Armenian 
Church to contact the Office of the Diocese of the Armenian Church in 
United Kingdom and Ireland: 

    The Primate’s Office 
The Armenian Vicarage 
Iverna Gardens 
London, W8 6TP 
or email: primatesoffice@armenianchurch.co.uk  

 
PLEASE NOTE OUR CHANGE OF POSTAL ADDRESS 
 

 

 

Worship Services in the Armenian Churches 

Services are held in the Armenian Churches in London every Sunday starting at 11:00 am.  In 
Manchester, there is a service on the 1st Sunday of the month.  For further details, please contact 
the parish nearest to you:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Other Parishes of our Diocese: 
 

Cardiff - Tel: + 44 771 279 2304, +44 2920779248. john@jagproperties.co.uk  

Dublin - Tel: +44 2891 863559. http://www.armenians.ie/  

Birmingham – Tel: +44 121 675 1469. St John’s Church, Stratford Road, Birmingham, B11 4EA  

Oxford - Tel: +44 7810 490242. armenian.society@studentsclub.ox.ac.uk 
 

 

 

Holy Trinity Armenian Church 
229 Upper Brook Street 
Manchester, M13 0FY 

Tel: 0161 273 1074 
www.armenianchurchmanchester.org/ 

 

 

St. Sarkis Church 
Iverna Gardens 

Kensington, London, W8 6TP 
Tel: 020 7937 0152 

http://www.stsarkisparish.co.uk 

 

St. Yeghiche Cathedral 
13b Cranley Gardens 

Kensington, London SW7 3BB 
Tel: 020 7373 8133 

http://www.styeghiche.org.uk/ 
 

Editorial Committee: 
 
His Grace Bishop Hovakim 
Manukyan, Primate 
 
Garen Arevian 
Lena Boghossian 
Hovik Hovhannisyan 
Zara Sarvarian 
Aznive Simon 
Gagik Stepan-Sarkissian 
Sossi Yerissian 
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