
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Diocese of the Armenian Church of  the United Kingdom and Ireland  
Volume 1, Issue 15 
20 November 2015 

Armenian Church Trust (ACT-UK) Meeting 
 

 

Armenian Church News 

 

Diocese of the Armenian 
Church of the United 
Kingdom and the Republic 
of Ireland 
 
His Grace Bishop Hovakim 
Manukyan, Primate 
 
 
Diocesan Office 
Tel. 0208 127 8364 
primatesoffice@ 
armenianchurch.co.uk 
 

In this issue: 

ACT-UK Meeting 

ACYF Manchester 

Bible Study 

Ecumenical Meeting at the 
Athenaeum Club 

Special Badarak at St. 
Yeghiche in solidarity with 
France 

 

 

On Saturday, 14th November, 
around 40 people from London and 
across the UK and Ireland attended 
the annual meeting of donors and 
friends of the Armenian Church 
Trust UK. The meeting, which was 
held for the first time, “will 
become a tradition and will be 
convened every year’’ said Bishop 
Manukyan in his welcoming 
speech.   

During his presentation of the 
mission, vision and programmes of 
the Church for the next 3 years, 
the Primate said that thanks to 
ACT-UK, he was able to undertake 
and continue offering our Church’s 
educational, pastoral, youth, parish 
and mission-parish ministries.  
Furthermore, because of funds 
reserved within the ACT-UK he 
was able to continue the services of 
the Primate’s Office and our 
Information Services with its 
publications, namely the Sunday 
Bulletin, the weekly E-
magazine (distributed to well over 
three thousand families in the UK 
and abroad), the Video channel 
and the Facebook page. The new 

website and an Armenian (Western 
and Eastern in classical 
orthography) edition of the E-
newsletter is in progress.  

ACT-UK will also support 
workshops and lectures that are 
important in increasing awareness 
about our spiritual legacy as well as 
answer many questions on 
modernity that are of concern to 
our faithful. It will sponsor special 
programmes for young families, 
outreach to new members as well as 
help parishes in their mission. It 
will also continue to support our 
Church’s annual programmes such 
as the popular Armenian Street 
Festival. It is also important for us to 
build bridges with other Churches.   

John Torosyan, one of the Trustees, 
made a presentation about recent 

mailto:primatesoffice@armenianchurch.co.uk
mailto:primatesoffice@armenianchurch.co.uk


  
Armenian Church News Page 2 

developments in the structure.  Though it was not a meeting to address 
structural issues, one of the reasons for the meeting was also to discuss the 
way forward. Thoughts were exchanged regarding the appointment of new 
trustees as well as for the formation of a new executive committee.  
 
The new Executive Committee will have its first meeting on 12th January, 
2016, at St. Sarkis Vicarage. The objective of the charity is to serve the best 
interests of the Armenian Church. It sponsors the projects of the Primate 
and the parishes in the UK.   
 
Any donation made to ACT-UK is welcome. Account Name: Armenian 
Church Trust UK.  Sort Code: 30-94-65, Account No: 20573160 
 

 

 

On 18th November, in the grounds of the Holy Trinity Armenian Church in 
Manchester, the ACYF Manchester Chapter held a meeting with Primate.  
Wonderful traditional Armenian food was prepared by Gayane Bagdasaryan 
and the ladies of the chapter, and songs were played by Deacon Artur 
Bobikyan. There was a warm atmosphere, and jokes and friendly discussions 
followed the official meeting. 
 
During the meeting the Primate expressed his appreciation and encouraged 
the youth to continue their activities to integrate the Armenians in 
Manchester and in the surrounding areas.  
 

Armenian Church Youth Fellowship 
ACYF Manchester Chapter Meeting 
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Deacons Nairi Afrikyan from the London Chapter and Artur Bobikyan and Zareh 
Nersessian (Chairman) of the Manchester Chapter discussed some questions related 
to the future cooperation, which received the full support of the Primate.  
 
ACYF Manchester chapter has 35 members and organises numerous programmes 
and projects under the auspices of the Holy Trinity Church. Soon ACYF Manchester 
will invite everyone to join them in Armenian Kochari flash-mob, under the 
leadership Deacon Artur Bobikyan.  
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On 12th November, a Bible study 
session led by the Primate, His Grace 
Bishop Hovakim Manukyan was held 
at the Gulbenkian Hall, Iverna 
Gardens. The participants reflected on 
the subject of “humility as a 
precondition for inclusive 
community.’’  The discussions were 
centred particularly on Luke 9:46-48: 

An argument started between them 
about which of them was the greatest. 
Jesus knew what thoughts were going 
through their minds, and took a little 
child and set him by his side and then 
said to them “anyone who welcomes 
this little child among you in my name 
welcomes me; and anyone who 
welcomes me welcomes the one who 
sent me. For the least among you all, 
that is the one who is great.”    

In his presentation, the Primate said 
that any dispute in any society over 
greatness based on false values is the 
beginning of self–destruction.  The sin 
of greed and power closes human eyes 
and does not allow them to have a 
wider perspective. There is a story of 
travellers which is very similar to this 
situation. The tourists are travelling by 
bus and they have a chance to enjoy 
the beautiful view. Unfortunately, the 
shades of the windows are pulled 
down and they can’t see outside. 
Instead they argue amongst themselves 
about who is going to have the first 
seat. There are many such stories in 

Bible Study 

our daily lives.  

The participants concluded that 
greatness must be based on true values. 
To be great means to serve better, as 
Jesus says: “and anyone who wants to 
be great among you must be your 
servant” (Matthew 20:26). Greatness is 
related to humility rather than to 
power for “anyone who exalts himself 
will be humbled, and anyone who 
humbles himself will be exalted” 
(Matthew 23:13).  
 
The session was concluded by reading 
John 13:1-16, the story where Jesus 
washed the feet of his disciples and 
showed the utmost example of 
humility. 
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Ecumenical Meeting at the Athenaeum Club 

On Monday, 16th November, the Primate along with Rev. Fr. Movses Sargsyan 
had a friendly meeting with the representatives of the Society of St. John 
Chrysostom at the Athenaeum Club, hosted by Very Rev. John Salter and Very 
Rev. Fr Mark Woodruff, respectively Chairman and Vice Chairman of the 
Society. Also at the meeting were Dr. Francis Davis, a Roman Catholic lay 
academic, who is a professor at St Mary’s Catholic University, Twickenham, and 
Rev. Dr. Timothy Curtis, an Orthodox priest and senior lecturer at the University 
of Northampton, and he Chairman of our Society.  
 
During the meeting, ideas were exchanged about ecumenism and also the bearing 
of Christian Faith and the Church upon civil society. It was a wonderful occasion 
to get acquainted with Father John Salter, who has devoted over 50 years to his 
interest in the Eastern Churches and supporting them in the UK. He has travelled 
extensively and has met many people over the years, not least on his travels in 
Armenia, and the Middle East. 
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Massis Restaurant supports the Armenian Church 
 

Have a great evening enjoying delicious Armenian and 
Lebanese food whilst supporting the mission of the Diocese of 
the Armenian Church in UK and Ireland.  Dine with Massis for 
lunch and dinner with family and friends for birthdays and 
events.  Mention you are Armenian and 20% of your bill will 
go towards the Armenian Church. 
 

Open 7 days a week from 12pm – 11pm you can find your 
Massis Lebanese Bar and Grill Restaurant at: 

9 Sheldon Square, Paddington Central, London W2 6HT 
Phone number: 020 7286 8000        www.massis.co.uk 

 
 

 

http://www.massis.co.uk/
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The ACYF London Chapter are delighted to invite you all to our Annual 
Christmas Carol Service on Monday 21st December at 7pm in St. Sarkis 
Church in Kensington, Iverna Gardens, W8 6TP. 
 
Following the carol service there will be a festive wine and food reception in 
the Gulbenkian Hall. 
 
All are welcome and we also have a very special guest joining us who will 
definitely want to meet the children. Please do let us know if your 
child/children will be attending so we can tell Father Christmas by Saturday, 
19th December! 
 
We look forward to welcoming you all there and if you have any question 
please do contact us at acyf@armenianchurch.co.uk or message us on our 
Facebook page ‘ACYF London’ 
 

 
 

https://us-mg42.mail.yahoo.com/neo/b/compose?to=acyf@armenianchurch.co.uk


 
  

London Armenian Opera “Davit Bek” 
 

London Armenian Opera will be Performing  
Armen Tigranian's Opera "Davit Bek"  

18th and 19th December 2015 at 7.30pm  
at the Benjamin Britten Theatre at the Royal College of Music, Prince 

Consort Road, SW7 2BS. 
 

Ticket prices: £35, £25, £15 
Concessions (under 16 & disabled) = 20% 

(Not suitable for children below 8 years of age) 
 

To book tickets please contact: 
01923 773 277 or 07867 672 787 

Or email:Londonarmenianopera@virginmedia.com 
Cheques made payable to London Armenian Opera to:  

10 Beacon Way, Rickmansworth, WD3 7PG 
www.londonarmenianopera.com 
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  Upcoming Events 
 DIOCESAN PROGRAMMES  
Forthcoming Events in November and December 
 
Bible Studies 
Every Thursday, at St. Sarkis Church Gulbenkian Hall led by the Primate and the 
clergy of the Diocese. 
Bible Studies are an important part of the church’s ministry as they provide 
opportunities for the faithful and those who are interested and curious to have a 
deeper understanding of Christianity and to ask questions about their faith, beliefs 
and concerns.  During Bible studies we make observations (what do passages in 
the Bible say?), provide interpretation (what do they mean?) and ask how 
applicable these passages are to our lives today. Open to everyone.   
 
Forthcoming dates: 
November: 26th  
December: 1st, 8th, 15th, 22nd   
 
Deacons’ Training 
Deacons’ training takes place every Sunday at 5:00pm in the Vicarage, St. Sarkis 
Church. In November and December rehearsals are taking place for special hymns 
of the Midday Prayer - Ճաշու շարական, which are sung during the Divine 
Liturgy. For more details please contact the Diocesan Office. 
 
Student Visit to St. Sarkis Church 
Friday, 20th November  
A group of students will be visiting St. Sarkis Church from the  
Theology Department of St. Mary's University Twickenham led by Revd   
Archimandrite Dr. Nikodemos Anagnostopoulos, Lecturer in Theology and   
Religious Studies. 
 
Lecture: “St. Gregory of Narek, Doctor of the Universal Church, with the 
Canonised Armenian Martyrs” 
Tuesday, 24th November, 7:30pm 
By the invitation of the Society of St. John Chrysostom, the Primate will pay a visit 
to the Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral and speak about the centenary of the 
Genocide and canonisation of the victims.    
 
Lecture:  “Challenges Facing Eastern Christianity Caught in Extremism and 
Destruction in the Middle East”  
Dr. Hratch Tchilingirian, the Oriental Institute, University of Oxford. 
Monday, 30th November, 7:00pm at Armenian House  
The Middle East is the cradle of Christianity and multi-ethnic Christian 
communities are amongst the most ancient natives in the region. Four of the five 
most important hierarchical centres in Christianity are in the Middle East today 
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whose roots go back two millennia (namely, the Patriarchates of Antioch, Alexandria, 
Jerusalem, and Constantinople). While small in numbers relative to global 
Christianity, communities in the Middle East, especially the Levant, have ecclesial 
significance for the wider Christian world. This talk will discuss the many challenges 
that Eastern Christians face in the Middle East today, including war, militant 
extremism, interreligious conflicts, exile, socio-economic decline and migration. 
 
Dr. Hratch Tchilingirian is a sociologist of religion and associate faculty member of the 
Oriental Institute, University of Oxford. From 2002 to 2012 he taught and held 
various positions at University of Cambridge and has published and lectured 
extensively on inter-ethnic conflicts in the Caucasus, the Armenian Church, minorities 
in the Middle East, and Diaspora (www.hratch.info). 
 
Dublin Parish 
Dublin – Dedication of Memorial Khachkar (Cross stone)  
Saturday, 5th December, 2:00pm in Christ Church Cathedral, Christchurch Place, 
Dublin 8, Republic of Ireland.  
The dedication of specially sculpted Khachkar Memorial, service and concert on the 
occasion of the opening of the first ever memorial dedicated to the Armenian 
Genocide in the Republic of Ireland, thanks to the efforts of the Armenian Church 
Parish in Dublin.   
 
Dublin – Divine Liturgy 
Sunday, 6th December, 12:30pm at Taney Parish Church, Taney Road, Dundrum, 
Dublin 14, Ireland. 
 
Workshop: Being a Christian in a Secular World 
Wednesday, 9th December, 7:00pm at Armenian House 
Bishop Hovakim Manukyan, Primate, PhD, Church History, will lead this workshop 
on being a Christian in the modern world and challenges of evangelism on the 
occasion of the feast of St. Thaddeus and St. Bartholomew, the first evangelizers of 
Armenia.  The discussions will be facilitated by Dr Hratch Tchilingirian.  
An evangelising church needs to open up to the people and not be timid to enter the 
public realm. Such a presence could become possible through the Church’s 
engagement with the world, as well as the testimony and example Christians provide 
in their working and living environment. What are the opportunities for the Church to 
engage with the secular world? How could the Church function in the secular world 
of media, education and culture and find ways of collaboration in these spheres? 
How do the diaconal, charitable activities of the Christian faith become realities in the 
world today? These are some of the questions that will be explored by the Primate.  
 
Pembrokeshire – Divine Liturgy 
Saturday, 19th December, 1:00pm 
Following the Divine Liturgy in St. David’s Cathedral, St. David’s, Pembrokeshire, the 
unveiling ceremony of a full size bronze statue will take place. The statue is a gift 
from all Armenians to the Church in Wales in gratitude for their recognition of 24th 
April as Armenian Genocide Day.  
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AGBU/Tekeyan Cultural Association 
New Year’s Eve Dinner-Dance 
Thursday, 31st December, 7:30pm – 2:00am   
New Year's Eve Dinner-Dance at the Copthorne Tara Hotel, Kensington, W8 5SY.  As 
before, having seen the New Year in, those wishing to do so may proceed to St. Sarkis 
Church for a short service by Bp Hovakim and then return to the hotel until 2 am. The 
flyer contains all necessary information.  Early booking will ensure your place. 
 
New Year’s Eve Service 
Friday, 1st January, 12:30am in St. Sarkis Church  
A prayer service for the New Year.  
 
New Year’s Day Service 
Friday, 1st January, 1:00pm in St. Sarkis Church 
The blessing of pomegranates, followed by a reception in Gulbenkian Hall. 
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Prayer intentions for November: 

We invite our faithful to pray for justice and 
peace in the world, especially for the refugees 
from the Middle East who are trying to find 
shelter in Europe. We ask for the intercessions 
of the Holy Martyrs of the Armenian Genocide 
for the refugees and for having God’s mercy and 
grace pour forth wherever justice is shaken, 
wherever tranquility is disturbed, wherever 
security is violated, wherever human rights are 
trampled, wherever social welfare is threatened, 
wherever faith and identity are fanaticised.  
 

 Editorial: 

The main objective of the diocesan e-newsletter 
is to serve and reach out to Armenians 
throughout the United Kingdom and Ireland. 
The community members and organisations are 
welcome to send their announcements for the 
e-newsletter, including information not only 
about public events but also about important 
family events such as christening, matrimony or 
passing away.   
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We invite those who have questions or wish to gain deeper understanding 
of the faith, moral discernment, teachings and traditions of the Armenian 
Church to contact the Office of the Diocese of the Armenian Church in 
United Kingdom and Ireland: 

    The Primate’s Office 
The Armenian Vicarage 
Iverna Gardens 
London, W8 6TP 
or email: primatesoffice@armenianchurch.co.uk  

 
PLEASE NOTE OUR CHANGE OF POSTAL ADDRESS 
 

 

 

Worship Services in the Armenian Churches 

Services are held in the Armenian Churches in London every Sunday starting at 11:00 am.  In 
Manchester, there is a service on the 1st Sunday of the month.  For further details, please contact 
the parish nearest to you:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Other Parishes of our Diocese: 
 

Cardiff - Tel: + 44 771 279 2304, +44 2920779248. john@jagproperties.co.uk  

Dublin - Tel: +44 2891 863559. http://www.armenians.ie/  

Birmingham – Tel: +44 121 675 1469. St John’s Church, Stratford Road, Birmingham, B11 4EA  

Oxford - Tel: +44 7810 490242. armenian.society@studentsclub.ox.ac.uk 
 

 

 

Holy Trinity Armenian Church 
229 Upper Brook Street 
Manchester, M13 0FY 

Tel: 0161 273 1074 
www.armenianchurchmanchester.org/ 

 

 

St. Sarkis Church 
Iverna Gardens 

Kensington, London, W8 6TP 
Tel: 020 7937 0152 

http://www.stsarkisparish.co.uk 

 

St. Yeghiche Cathedral 
13b Cranley Gardens 

Kensington, London SW7 3BB 
Tel: 020 7373 8133 

http://www.styeghiche.org.uk/ 
 

Editorial Board: 
 
His Grace Bishop Hovakim 
Manukyan, Primate 
 
Garen Arevian 

Hovik Hovhannisyan 

Aznive Simon 

Gagik Stepan-Sarkissian 

Sossi Yeretsyan 
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