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Remembrance Sunday at the Genocide Memorial 
in Cardiff 
Community warmly welcomed Primate Bishop Hovakim to Wales  
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Armenians in Cardiff and from 
various places in Wales and beyond 
gathered on Saturday, 7th 
November, one day before 
Remembrance Sunday, at the 
Armenian Genocide Memorial in 
the Temple of Peace. The Primate, 
His Grace Bishop Hovakim 
Manukyan, presided over the 
service, held on the 8th Anniversary 
of the erection of the Armenian 
khatchkar memorial, and on the 
occasion of Remembrance Sunday. 
Despite the rain, a dedicated crowd 
of Armenians joined Bishop 
Hovakim, Father Movses Sargsyan 
and the choir from London in 
prayers, remembering not only 
Armenians, but, as the Primate 
underlined, all victims of past and 
present atrocities.   

Organised by the Cardiff Parish, 
under the leadership of John and 
Ani Torosyan, the Divine Liturgy 
was celebrated by Bishop Hovakim 
at the Ararat Baptist Church, where 
Armenian families, young people 
and children from near and far had 

gathered for the worship service. In 
his sermon, Bishop Hovakim spoke 
about the Archangels Gabriel and 
Michael, as it was their feast, and 
their mission as God’s messengers, 
servants and advocates, and 
explained how these attributes are 
important in the lives of the faithful. 
The celebrant was assisted by Father 
Movses, deacons Hovik 
Hovhanessian and Nairi Afrikyan, 
and little Hovig Tchilingirian. The 
choir, under the direction of maestro 
Aris Nadirian, had especially come 
from London on this occasion. 
Special clergy guest, Canon Patrick 
Thomas, better known as “Honorary 
Pastor to Armenians in Wales” for 
his closeness to Armenians, took part 

mailto:primatesoffice@armenianchurch.co.uk
mailto:primatesoffice@armenianchurch.co.uk


  
Armenian Church News Page 2 

typically danced by Western 
Armenians who are the surviving 
descendants of the Genocide. With 
its very closely linked arm-hold, it 
was defiant, grounded and full of 
hope. Everyone took part in the 
circle dance, including the children. 
One of the participants said, "We felt 
we were getting stronger and 
stronger by each step we took 
together.” 

A delicious lunch was prepared by 
the ladies of the Parish, under the 
leadership of Ani Torosyan. 
Homemade Armenian and Middle 
Eastern dishes were served and 
thoroughly enjoyed by everyone.  

In the afternoon, two books were 
launched with a special programme: 
Rubina P. Sevadjian’s In the Shadow 
of the Sultan, a novel, and Delphine 
Jacquart’s (Brigitte Tavitian) 
Memoire. John Torosyan, chairman 
of the Parish Council, welcomed 
everyone and expressed his delight 

in the Divine Liturgy by reading the 
Gospel passage of the day. At the end of 
the service, the Primate invited Canon 
Patrick to bless the congregation, which 
he delivered in both Welsh and English.  

Following the Divine Liturgy, Shakeh 
Major Tchilingirian invited the 
congregation to take part in the “Circle 
of Life” Armenian circle dance 
ceremony. Shakeh had conceived the 
“Circle of Life” especially to 
commemorate the centenary of the 
Armenian Genocide and as a way of 
celebrating the triumph of the 
Armenians over death and destruction. 
Even as she briefly demonstrated the 
steps to the participants, she said “the 
dance steps did not matter as much as 
the intention of holding hands and 
taking these steps together.” The first 
dance was a Gorani with the soul-
awakening call of the zurna and the 
pulsating drums. Goranis are song-
dances from Mush/Daron about lost 
love and lost land and the yearning for 
them. The second dance was one 
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that Rubina Sevadjian was present and spoke about her book; Arpie Morselli 
introduced Memoire and Canon Patrick Thomas, author of Remembering the 
Armenian Genocide, reviewed the Genocide Centenary year. Passages from In 
the Shadow of the Sultan were read by young Gaiane Kanekanian, David 
Danekanian, Maria Essave Vanegh and Leo Essave Vanegh. At the conclusion of 
the programme, the Primate congratulated the authors and gave his blessing. 
Bishop Hovakim was presented with a gift by Canon Patrick Thomas, a replica of 
a Celtic cross. Book signing and conversation with the authors continued after 
the formal closing of the event.  
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On 8th November, His Grace Bishop 
Manukyan celebrated mass at St. Yeghiche 
Armenian Church. During the liturgy 
there was a solemn celebration of the 
special service dedicated to the head of the 
Armenian Apostolic Church, on the 
occasion of the 16th anniversary of the 
Pontificate of His Holiness KAREKIN II, 
Supreme Patriarch and Catholicos of All 
Armenians. Before the Lord’s Prayer, His 
Grace delivered a sermon based on Luke 
8:49-56. In his sermon the Primate 
reflected on the specific topic of raising 
and healing the daughter of a ruler of a 
Galilee synagogue, Jairus. Explaining the 
Biblical passage under the light of 
Resurrection, the Primate said: ‘Though it 
is beyond human capacity to understand 
the Resurrection, the strength of 
Christianity has been the Resurrection for 
two thousand years. The Resurrection is a 
proven fact for those who believe in it. In 

Divine Liturgy at St. Yeghiche Church 
 

 

spite of its advantages, science is not 
in a position to answer this question, 
as it pertains to the domain of faith. 
As the late Catholicos KAREKIN I 
said ‘Science does not have power 
over and is not able to enter into the 
realm of faith’. We can argue this 
question and write thousands of 
books about this. However, the 
history of the Church and the 
history of the resurrected Armenian 
nation is proof of Resurrection and a 
beautiful symphony describing this 
truth. As Armenians we know that 
the Armenian Church is the 
guarantee of this faith for our 
people.’’ The Primate continued 
informing the congregation about the 
16th anniversary of the Pontificate of 
the Catholicos of All Armenians, 
speaking about the role of the 
Catholicos of All Armenians as a 



 

  

 

symbol of unity of the Armenian Church throughout the world and spiritual father 
for every single Armenian. He concluded his sermon with the words from the 
Gospel “do not be afraid, only have faith.’’ After the sermon the clergy along with 
the congregation praised the Lord and wished longevity to His Holiness. Unique 
hymns from Armenian Church tradition were performed by the choir. Hymns such 
as “Հոգիդ Աստուած, աղբիւր շնորհաց” (Holy Spirit, spring of graces) and “Էջ 
Միածինն ի Հօրէ” (the Begotten Son Descended) are conducted specially when 
there is a celebration dedicated to the Head of the Armenian Church. At the end 
of the liturgy there was a requiem service for the souls of the soldiers who had 
fallen during WWI.  
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Presentation on the Armenian Army Chaplaincy 

On 8th November, a meeting took place 
at the Navasartian Centre in London. 
The speakers were Father Movses 
Sargsyan and the Armenian Defence 
Ministry spokesman Mr. Artsrun 
Hovhannisyan.   

Father Movses has been here for three 
months to serve in the Diocese of 
Great Britain and Ireland as a priest at 
St. Yeghiche Armenian Church. 
Before coming to London he had 
served in the Armenian army for more 
than 6 years. He is the deputy spiritual 
leader of the Armenian Armed Forces 
and at the meantime carries out 
spiritual duties for the Defence Army 
of Artsakh. After returning to 
Armenia he will continue his service 
there. The second lecturer Mr. 
Hovhannisyan has been serving in the 
Armenian army since 1997. He 
became Defence Ministry Press 
Secretary in 2012. He has a degree in 
history and has also the military rank 
of major. The meeting was opened by 
Fr. Shnork Baghdassarian, who 
introduced the speakers and talked 
about the army's unique role and 
importance. 

The theme of Fr. Movses’s illustrated 
lecture was “The Armenian Army 
Chaplaincy”. He began his lecture 
with historical references to the 

Armenian Church's position on 
homeland defence. 

The Armenian Church has always 
stood by the side of the army to 
protect the homeland, inspire them 
by words and deeds, by spiritual 
and material support during the 
history. When there was a loss of 
statehood, the Armenian Church 
took up a leadership role and often 
led the national liberation struggle. 
The Armenian clergymen have 
blessed the troops before a decisive 
battle and have often been present 
sometimes even participating in 
combat operations. 

The clergyman having Christ's 
victorious Holy Cross in one hand 
and in the other the sword has 
always been at the soldier’s and 
commander's side. It is best 
evidenced by our history, which 
became the basis for today's 
spiritual leadership of the Armed 
Forces since 1997. 
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Fr. Movses also talked about the Armenian Army Chaplaincy’s function, 
structure, mission and implemented measures. Mr. Hovhannisyan gave an 
extensive and informative lecture on “The Armenian Armed Forces Functions 
and their Further Development”. There were many questions from the 
audience, who received full and reasonable answers. 

At the end Bishop Hovakim gave his blessing speech to the audience.  

 

The Parable of  the Ten Virgins 
Once a month Fr. Shnork attends the 
Kevork Tahta Armenian 
Community Sunday School to teach 
children Armenian Liturgical songs, 
prayers and Church discipline.  
During the morning assembly last 
Sunday Fr. Shnork told the children 
the Parable of Ten Virgins (Matthew 
25:1-13).  During the presentation 
ten brave girls agreed to represent 
the virgins of the parable and one 
brave boy agreed to be the groom. 

 

 

 

 

 



 
  

Monthly Clergy Meeting held in Gulbenkian Hall 
 

 

On Tuesday evening, 10th November, the Armenian clergy gathered in the 

Gulbenkian Hall at St. Sarkis Parish to discuss spiritual life and the church’s 
outreach to Armenians across the UK and Ireland. 

His Grace Bishop Hovakim led the discussion with Fr, Shnork, Fr. Besag, 
Fr. Nersess, Fr. Movses, Dn. Stepan, Dn. Sarkis, Dn. Hovik, Dn. Nairy, Dn. 
Richard, and Tbir Alex on various topics concerning the Armenian church 
and the Armenian community, including the recent Armenian Genocide 
centennial event held at Westminster Abbey in London to celebrate the 
lives of the newly sainted Armenian martyrs of 1915. 

Plans were discussed to create a new and improved website for the Diocese 
and to expand the weekly e-newsletter to include a western Armenian 
language version. 

Identifying families with young children is a priority to encourage young 
men and women to serve the Armenian Church by holding candles at the 
altar and reading Bible passages during the Badarak. 

The clergy will meet monthly under the leadership of Bishop Hovakim to 
continue to plan ecumenical activities, discuss liturgical issues, coordinate 
additional training for the church’s deacons and plan future events. 
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London Armenian Opera “Davit Bek” 
 

London Armenian Opera will be Performing  
Armen Tigranian's Opera "Davit Bek"  

18th and 19th December 2015 at 7.30pm  
at the Benjamin Britten Theatre at the Royal College of Music, Prince 

Consort Road, SW7 2BS. 
 

Ticket prices: £35, £25, £15 
Concessions (under 16 & disabled) = 20% 

(Not suitable for children below 8 years of age) 
 

To book tickets please contact: 
01923 773 277 or 07867 672 787 

Or email:Londonarmenianopera@virginmedia.com 
Cheques made payable to London Armenian Opera to:  

10 Beacon Way, Rickmansworth, WD3 7PG 
www.londonarmenianopera.com 
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  Upcoming Events 
 DIOCESAN PROGRAMMES  
Forthcoming Events in November and December 
 
Bible Studies 
Every Thursday, at St. Sarkis Church Gulbenkian Hall led by the Primate and the 
clergy of the Diocese. 
Bible Studies are an important part of the church’s ministry as they provide 
opportunities for the faithful and those who are interested and curious to have a 
deeper understanding of Christianity and to ask questions about their faith, beliefs 
and concerns.  During Bible studies we make observations (what do passages in the 
Bible say?), provide interpretation (what do they mean?) and ask how applicable 
these passages are to our lives today. Open to everyone.   
 
Forthcoming dates: 
November: 19th, 26th  
December: 1st, 8th, 15th, 22nd   
 
Deacons’ Training 
Deacons’ training takes place every Sunday at 5:00pm in the Vicarage, St. Sarkis 
Church. In November and December rehearsals are taking place for special hymns 
of the Midday Prayer - Ճաշու շարական, which are sung during the Divine Liturgy. 
For more details please contact the Diocesan Office. 
 
 
 
 
 
St. Sarkis Parish Council 
Movie Screening of “The Bible” 
Sunday, 15th November at 1:30pm in the Gulbenkian Hall 
Continuing with the screening of “The Bible”.  A minimum donation of £5.00 per 
person will cover nachos, popcorn, hot-dogs and refreshments.  All are welcome. 
 
Youth Meeting in Manchester 
Wednesday, 18th November 
Meeting with the Armenian Church Youth Fellowship (ACYF) Manchester Chapter.  
For more details, please contact Mr. Zareh Nersessian (Chairman) on 07813 864 
697.  
 
Student Visit to St. Sarkis Church 
Friday, 20th November  
A group of students will be visiting St. Sarkis Church from the  
Theology Department of St. Mary's University Twickenham led by Revd   
Archimandrite Dr. Nikodemos Anagnostopoulos, Lecturer in Theology and   
Religious Studies. 
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Armenian Church Trust (UK) Donors Meeting 
Saturday, 14th November 
For more details, please contact the Diocesan Office.  
 

 



 

  Lecture: “St. Gregory of Narek, Doctor of the Universal Church, with the Canonised 
Armenian Martyrs” 
Tuesday, 24th November, 7:30pm 
By the invitation of the Society of St. John Chrysostom, the Primate will pay a visit to 
the Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral and speak about the centenary of the Genocide and 
canonisation of the victims.    
 
Lecture:  “Challenges Facing Eastern Christianity Caught in Extremism and 
Destruction in the Middle East”  
Dr. Hratch Tchilingirian, the Oriental Institute, University of Oxford. 
Monday, 30th November, 7:00pm at Armenian House  
The Middle East is the cradle of Christianity and multi-ethnic Christian communities 
are amongst the most ancient natives in the region. Four of the five most important 
hierarchical centres in Christianity are in the Middle East today whose roots go back 
two millennia (namely, the Patriarchates of Antioch, Alexandria, Jerusalem, and 
Constantinople). While small in numbers relative to global Christianity, communities in 
the Middle East, especially the Levant, have ecclesial significance for the wider 
Christian world. This talk will discuss the many challenges that Eastern Christians face 
in the Middle East today, including war, militant extremism, interreligious conflicts, 
exile, socio-economic decline and migration. 
 
Dr. Hratch Tchilingirian is a sociologist of religion and associate faculty member of the 
Oriental Institute, University of Oxford. From 2002 to 2012 he taught and held various 
positions at University of Cambridge and has published and lectured extensively on 
inter-ethnic conflicts in the Caucasus, the Armenian Church, minorities in the Middle 
East, and Diaspora (www.hratch.info). 
 
Dublin Parish 
Dublin – Dedication of Memorial Khachkar (Cross stone)  
Saturday, 5th December, 2:00pm in Christ Church Cathedral, Christchurch Place, 
Dublin 8, Republic of Ireland.  
The dedication of specially sculpted Khachkar Memorial, service and concert on the 
occasion of the opening of the first ever memorial dedicated to the Armenian Genocide 
in the Republic of Ireland, thanks to the efforts of the Armenian Church Parish in 
Dublin.   
 
Dublin – Divine Liturgy 
Sunday, 6th December, 12:30pm at Taney Parish Church, Taney Road, Dundrum, 
Dublin 14, Ireland. 
 
Workshop: Being a Christian in a Secular World 
Wednesday, 9th December, 7:00pm at Armenian House 
Bishop Hovakim Manukyan, Primate, PhD, Church History, will lead this workshop on 
being a Christian in the modern world and challenges of evangelism on the occasion of 
the feast of St. Thaddeus and St. Bartholomew, the first evangelizers of Armenia.  The 
discussions will be facilitated by Dr Hratch Tchilingirian.  
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An evangelising church needs to open up to the people and not be timid to enter the 
public realm. Such a presence could become possible through the Church’s engagement 
with the world, as well as the testimony and example Christians provide in their working 
and living environment. What are the opportunities for the Church to engage with the 
secular world? How could the Church function in the secular world of media, education 
and culture and find ways of collaboration in these spheres? How do the diaconal, 
charitable activities of the Christian faith become realities in the world today? These are 
some of the questions that will be explored by the Primate.  
 
Pembrokeshire – Divine Liturgy 
Saturday, 19th December, 1:00pm 
Following the Divine Liturgy in St. David’s Cathedral, St. David’s, Pembrokeshire, the 
unveiling ceremony of a full size bronze statue will take place. The statue is a gift from 
all Armenians to the Church in Wales in gratitude for their recognition of 24th April as 
Armenian Genocide Day.  
 
AGBU/Tekeyan Cultural Association 
New Year’s Eve Dinner-Dance 
Thursday, 31st December, 7:30pm – 2:00am   
New Year's Eve Dinner-Dance at the Copthorne Tara Hotel, Kensington, W8 5SY.  As 
before, having seen the New Year in, those wishing to do so may proceed to St. Sarkis 
Church for a short service by Bp Hovakim and then return to the hotel until 2 am. The 
flyer contains all necessary information.  Early booking will ensure your place. 
 
New Year’s Eve Service 
Friday, 1st January, 12:30am in St. Sarkis Church  
A prayer service for the New Year.  
 
New Year’s Day Service 
Friday, 1st January, 1:00pm in St. Sarkis Church 
The blessing of pomegranates, followed by a reception in Gulbenkian Hall. 
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Prayer intentions for November: 

We invite our faithful to pray for justice and 
peace in the world, especially for the refugees 
from the Middle East who are trying to find 
shelter in Europe. We ask for the intercessions of 
the Holy Martyrs of the Armenian Genocide for 
the refugees and for having God’s mercy and 
grace pour forth wherever justice is shaken, 
wherever tranquility is disturbed, wherever 
security is violated, wherever human rights are 
trampled, wherever social welfare is threatened, 
wherever faith and identity are fanaticised.  
 

 Editorial: 

The main objective of the diocesan e-newsletter 
is to serve and reach out to Armenians 
throughout the United Kingdom and Ireland. 
The community members and organisations are 
welcome to send their announcements for the e-
newsletter, including information not only 
about public events but also about important 
family events such as christening, matrimony or 
passing away.   
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We invite those who have questions or wish to gain deeper understanding 
of the faith, moral discernment, teachings and traditions of the Armenian 
Church to contact the Office of the Diocese of the Armenian Church in 
United Kingdom and Ireland: 

    The Primate’s Office 
The Armenian Vicarage 
Iverna Gardens 
London, W8 6TP 
or email: primatesoffice@armenianchurch.co.uk  

 
PLEASE NOTE OUR CHANGE OF POSTAL ADDRESS 
 

 

 

Worship Services in the Armenian Churches 

Services are held in the Armenian Churches every Sunday starting at 11:00 am. For further details, 
please contact the parish nearest to you:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Other Parishes of our Diocese: 
 

Cardiff - Tel: + 44 771 279 2304, +44 2920779248. john@jagproperties.co.uk  

Dublin - Tel: +44 2891 863559. http://www.armenians.ie/  

Mission Parish of Birmingham – Tel: +44 121 675 1469. St John’s Church, Stratford Road, Birmingham, B11 4EA  

Oxford - Tel: +44 7810 490242. armenian.society@studentsclub.ox.ac.uk 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Holy Trinity Armenian Church 
229 Upper Brook Street 
Manchester, M13 0FY 

Tel: 0161 273 1074 
www.armenianchurchmanchester.org/ 

 

St. Sarkis Church 
Iverna Gardens 

Kensington, London, W8 6TP 
Tel: 020 7937 0152 

http://www.stsarkisparish.co.uk 

 

St. Yeghiche Cathedral 
13b Cranley Gardens 

Kensington, London SW7 3BB 
Tel: 020 7373 8133 

http://www.styeghiche.org.uk/ 
 

Editorial Board: 
 
His Grace Bishop Hovakim 
Manukyan, Primate 
 
Garen Arevian 

Hovik Hovhannisyan 

Aznive Simon 

Gagik Stepan-Sarkissian 
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