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ORDINATION OF ACOLYTES OR DEBIRS 
 

On 23th December 
Saturday, after the 
evensong, the Primate 
officiated the blessings of 
3 Debirs (ACOLYTES) who 
had successfully attended 
the training and were 
serving in the Armenian 
Churches of London.  
 
Kevork Harutyunian, 
Vahan Krikorian and Yurik 
Martirosian got the right 

to open the door of the Church, clean the Altar, read psalms and special prayer of confession, 
read from the book of prophets and apostolic writing during the service, carry and light 
candles during the liturgy and other services, help the deacons to carry the cup of wine for the 
Eucharist and the tray of unleavened bread. Yurik Martyrosian also got the right to do incense 
in the Church.  
 
At the end of the service Bishop explained the meaning of the ancient rite and encouraged 
other young people to join the boys serving in the Church.  
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THE PRIMATE’S VISIT TO HOMENETMEN LONDON 
 

Bishop Hovakim Manukyan 

visited Homenetmen London 

while they were in the midst of 

preparing some of the scouts and 

leaders for a pan-Homenetmen 

jamboree taking place in Armenia 

in the summer of 2018.  

He conducted a one-hour 

educational session about 

Christianity in Armenia, 

encompassing an explanation of 

the ‘ators’ and the 5 ‘daghavar 

don’ event and answered the 

children’s questions.  

 

 

ECUMENICAL 
 

Council of the Oriental Orthodox 
Churches met at the Armenian 
Church St. Sarkis on December 
21st, Friday evening. It was an 
interesting evening of the Primates 
and priests of the Armenian, Coptic 
and Syriac Orthodox and Indian 
Malankara Churches discussing 
various pastoral and ecumenical 
questions.  
 
The Primates will celebrate a joint 
Divine Liturgy on the eve of the 
feast of Pentecost on May 26th at 
the Armenian Church and annual 
youth gathering in the Coptic 
Orthodox Church in October 20, 
2018.  
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SPIRITUALITY:  How Should We Explain the Celebration of 
Christmas on January 6 in the Armenian Church to Our 

Families and Children?  
 

Parents could explain to their children that seven at the time of the Holy Apostles the traditions in the Christian 

churches in the different parts of the world were not uniform and that Christmas was probably not observed at all in 

the very early Church. Parents could add that by the end of the third century Christmas in Rome was held on 

December 25, which coincided with a major pagan feast, while in the Eastern churches in was observed on January 6.  

 

 
 

Gospels of the painter Youhannès de Berkri (Vaspurakan), 1362 Armenian manuscript 

 

The Armenian Church has maintained that ancient tradition to this day, whereas the Greek-speaking Christian world 

switched to the Latin tradition at the end of the fourth century. Children should know that both traditions are old 

and must be respected, and that as good Christians they must focus on the spirit of the Nativity of the Saviour and 

not in the differences in traditions. 

 

*** 

From Frequently Asked Questions about the Armenian Church" by Very Rev. Fr. Krikor Maksoudian 
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HOUSE BLESSING (ՏՆՕՐՀՆԵՔ) 
 

One of the traditions of the Armenian Church is the Home Blessing Service. 
It symbolises the visit of Resurrected Christ the Upper House and blessing of 
the disciples (John 20:19). 

Priests and bishops visit the homes of the faithful on the occasions of 
Christmas (Theophany) and Easter (Holy Resurrection) to bring the good 
news of our Lord’s Nativity and Resurrection to bless them and their homes 
through a special Service. 

During the Service the priest prays to God and asks Him to keep the home, 
its inhabitants and the children in good health, so that they live a devout 
life, glorify the name of Almighty God and strengthen the Holy Church. 

House Blessing Services:    those faithful who want a priest to visit and bless 
their home are welcome to contact their respective parishes or the 
Primate’s Office. 

 

 

 

BLESSING OF POMEGRANATES (ՆՈՒՌՕՐՀՆԷՔ) 
 

New Year’s Eve will be a very special occasion at the 

Diocese. Community members gathered in the 

church will participate in a ceremony – the blessing 

of pomegranates (Նուռօրհնէք) – conducted by the 

Primate.  

The blessing of the pomegranate is a new rite in the 

Armenian Church. The ceremony is like the tradition 

of the blessing of the grapes (Խաղողօրհնէք), 

which symbolises a ritual of blessing for the harvest. 

The blessing of the pomegranate was introduced in 

2015 by a decree of His Holiness Catholicos Karekin II 

to take place on the first day of the new year as a 

prayer for prosperity and a good start to the year.  

The pomegranate has a unique place in Armenian 

miniature paintings and fables. The fruit is also one of 

the most popular ingredients in Armenian 

winemaking. In the previous years the community 

members were delighted to witness the 

commencement of a new tradition.   

At the end of the ceremony, the blessed pomegranates will be distributed to the members of the congregation. 
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Contact the Primate's Office for more details: 

Tel: 0208 127 8364 
Email: primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk 
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Crosses for men, women and children are available from the Primate’s office.  

Please call 0208 127 8364 or email primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk 

mailto:primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk
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FUNDRAISING FOR THE SOCIETY FOR ORPHANED ARMENIAN 

RELIEF (SOAR) 

 

 The Society for Orphaned Armenian Relief (SOAR) is a global charity 

providing humanitarian relief to orphaned Armenian children 

throughout the world. Through their steadfast humanitarian relief 

efforts, SOAR strive to provide orphaned Armenians with resources 

fundamental to their physical, emotional, and intellectual 

development and over time, aim to provide this underprivileged 

population with the tools necessary to become accomplished, 

educated, and self-supporting Armenians. 

 

To raise funds for SOAR, Vatche Cherchian the president of SOAR 

London chapter and chapter members Mariam Safaryan and Marina 

Mograbyan all successfully completed respective 10K runs at Osterley Park and Regent's Park in December. Together 

they raised over £3,200 in donations which will be spent on helping the current needs of some of the orphanages in 

Armenia. Further funds were also raised by selling handmade Christmas cards (made by the orphans themselves) at 

the Christmas Carol Service on Sunday 10th December at St Yeghishe Church. 

 

SOAR would like to thank Bishop Hovakim Manukyan, Father Shnork Baghdassarian and ACYO for their support and 

look forward to working together again in the future. SOAR would also like to thank all our supporters for their kind 

and generous donations thus far. 

 

For more information and support or if you would like to donate to this cause then please visit their respective 

donation pages below: 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/vatche-cherchian 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/mariamsafaryan 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/marina-mograbyan 

http://soar-us.org/ 

 

  

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/vatche-cherchian
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/mariamsafaryan
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/marina-mograbyan
http://soar-us.org/
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A Message from the Primate Office 
 
His Grace Bishop Hovakim Manukyan wishes to inform you that at the bottom of our weekly e-
newsletter you will find the contacts of our Churches and Parishes in the UK and Ireland. Details are 
also available on the websites of the respective Churches and Parishes.  Please do not hesitate to 
contact any of these addresses if you need any help regarding Church services. You will receive a reply 
either from the Parish Council Chair or from the priest.  
 
If you encounter any kind of problems regarding communication with the above, please contact the 
Primacy (Առաջնորդարան) directly at the following address:  
 
Bishop Hovakim Manukyan 
The Primates Office 
c/o The Armenian Vicarage 
Iverna Gardens 
London, W8 6TP  
Tel: + 44 (0) 208 127 8364 
e-mail: primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk  
website : armeniandiocese.org.uk  
facebook : Diocese of The Armenian Church of Great Britain & Ireland 
 

 

mailto:primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/ArmenianChurchofGreatBritian
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

Bible Studies  
Thursdays at 7:00pm, Gulbenkian Hall 
 

31 December, 11:00 am - Divine Liturgy, 
St. Sarkis and St. Yeghiche churches, followed by the Blessing of the Pomegranates at St. Yeghiche Church 
 

1 January, 00:30 am - Midnight Thanksgiving Prayer and Blessings of the Pomegranates 
St. Sarkis Church 
 

1 January, 11:00 am - Divine Liturgy, followed by Special Thanksgiving Prayer 
St. Sarkis Church 
 

5 January, 17:30 pm - Candlelight Divine Liturgy 
St. Sarkis and St. Yeghiche churches 
 

6 January, 11:00 am - Divine Liturgy followed by the blessings of water 
St. Sarkis, St. Yeghiche churches and Holy Trinity church in Manchester 
 

7 January, 11:00 am - Divine Liturgy on memorial day 
St. Sarkis and St. Yeghiche churches 
 

7 January, 14:00 – 15:00 pm 
Blessing of the Graves at Gunnersbury Cemetery. Clergy Will be available to conduct individual prayers 
 

7 January, 13:00 pm 
Episcopal Liturgy in Birmingham mission Parish, St Peters R C Church, 208 High St, Walsall WS3 3LA 
 

14 January, 17:00 -19:00 pm - ACT UK AGM evening 
Navasartian Centre, 223 Northfield Ave, W13 9QU 
 

13 January 2018 and 20 January 2018 
Christmas basket delivery programme by ACYO London Chapter 
 
11 March 2018 (details tbc) 
Mother's Day 
 

1 April 2018 (details tbc) 
Easter family celebration  
 

4-11th of April, 2018 
Pilgrimage to Holy Land  
 
July, 2018 
Youth Gathering in the Mother See of Holy Etchmiadzin 
 
 



Armenian Church News 

 

11 
 

 
 
 

The Armenian Church News publishes announcements of any Armenian organisation as it is an inclusive channel 
of communication.  
 
The objectives of CAN are to inform the wider publish and its constituency members about: 
 

• Activities of the Primate 

• Organisations under the auspices of the Primate: ACT UK, ACYF, Ladies Committee  

• Worldwide Armenian Church 

• Parishes 

• Upcoming events in the community  
 

The announcements about the community events (up to 150 words) are published upon the request of 
 a particular organisation.  

ACN do not raise funds on behalf of any other organisation except for Armenian Church (ACT UK, ACYF, Primate’s 
Office, Ladies Committee, St. Yeghiche, St. Sarkis, Holy Trinity, Dublin, Cardiff, Birmingham, Oxford).  

 
Editorial: 

The main objective of the diocesan e-newsletter is to serve and reach out to Armenians throughout the United 
Kingdom and Ireland. The community members and organisations are welcome to send their announcements for the 
e-newsletter, including information not only about public events but also about important family events such as 
christening, matrimony or passing away.   

*** 

Disclaimer: considering that there are many names in the coverage of events, it is possible that some of them are misspelled or incorrect. 
We apologise in advance for any misspelling.  
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Services are held in the Armenian Churches in London every Sunday starting at 11:00 am.  In Manchester, there is a 
service on the 1st Sunday of the month.  For further details, please contact the parish nearest to you:  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other Parishes of our Diocese: 
 
Cardiff - Tel: + 44 771 279 2304, +44 2920779248 | john@jagproperties.co.uk 
Dublin - Tel: +44 2891 863559 | www.armenians.ie 
Birmingham – Tel: +44 121 675 1469 | St John’s Church, Stratford Road, Birmingham, B11 4EA 
Oxford - Tel: +44 7810 490242 | armenian.society@studentsclub.ox.ac.uk 
 

We invite those who have questions or wish to gain deeper understanding of the faith, moral discernment, 
teachings and traditions of the Armenian Church to contact the Office of the Diocese of the Armenian Church in 
United Kingdom and Ireland: 

His Grace Bishop Hovakim Manukyan     
The Primate’s Office 
c/o The Armenian Vicarage 
Iverna Gardens 
London, W8 6TP 
 
Registered office address: 

Kemp House 152-160 City Road, London EC1V 2NX 

 
Tel: 0208 127 8364 
Email: primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk  
Website : armeniandiocese.org.uk  
Facebook : Diocese of The Armenian Church of Great Britain & Ireland 

 

Worship Services in the Armenian Churches 

 
Holy Trinity Armenian Church 

229 Upper Brook Street 
Manchester, M13 0FY 

Tel: 0161 273 1074 
www.armenianchurchmanchester.org 

1st SUNDAY OF THE MONTH 
 

 

 
St. Yeghiche Cathedral 
13b Cranley Gardens 

Kensington, London SW7 3BB 
Tel: 020 7373 8133 

www.styeghiche.org.uk/ 

 

 
St. Sarkis Church 
Iverna Gardens 

Kensington, London, W8 6TP 
Tel: 020 7937 0152 

www.stsarkisparish.co.uk 

mailto:john@jagproperties.co.uk
http://www.armenians.ie/
mailto:armenian.society@studentsclub.ox.ac.uk
mailto:primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk
http://armeniandiocese.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/Diocese-of-The-Armenian-Church-of-Great-Britain-Ireland-1970468496556946/?hc_ref=ARQImBfEWWKO1SLKQ5Ek60SAl1_Iq58-bq8B7ZgR1ArWkQ4S0j60DeFAj3XAFVpg8n4
http://www.armenianchurchmanchester.org/
http://www.stsarkisparish.co.uk/

