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5th of November, Sunday, the Primate celebrated divine liturgy in London’s St.
Sarkis church and presided over a special prayer service dedicated to the 18th
anniversary of enthronement of Catholicos of all Armenians His Holiness
Karekin II. Before the prayer service, he delivered a message based on Apostol St.
Paul to Hebrews, emphasising the role of the bishop, patriarch and the question
of listening to message that comes from the leader of the church. He also spoke
about various activities that the Catholicos has done during those years and
invited the faithful to pray for the longevity of the Pontiff of the Armenian
church.
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Pilgrimage to Wales
On the 3rd and 4th November, the Primate visited Cardiff
St. David in Wales, with a small group of piligrims
organised by the ladies of committee of the Primate’s
office. In St David’s, Wales, the group joined the Cardiff
Armenian community. It was the 10th Anniversary of the
Armenian Genocide memorial located in the gardens of the
Temple of Peace in Cardiff, the first and only Armenian
genocide memorial in the UK on public ground. There was
a prayer in front of the memorial.
After opening speech of John Torosyan, Canon Patrick and
Bishop Hovakim prayed for justice and peace in the world,
in Armenia and in Wales. Then Mary Jean, a WelshArmenian singer sang ‘Oror Im Balik’ lullaby. Her
beautiful performance will be an unforgettable memory for
everyone. Canon Patrick read a lecture after the ceremony,
followed by Bishop Hovakim speaking and presenting St.
David with a copy of the Bible in Armenian.
It was followed by an Armenian Batarak after which they
returned to London and on the way had a prayer in front
of an Armenian Khachqar in Temple of Peace in Cardiff.
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Visit to Ireland
Thursday October 26, during Bishop Hovakim Manukyan’s visit to Ireland, a historic agreement was
signed by the co-chairmen of the Anglican Oriental–Orthodox International Commission in Christ
Church Cathedral, Dublin. The members of the Commission were hosted by the Archbishop of Dublin,
Dr Michael Jackson, who read a sermon and welcomed everyone. “We have worked together as two
families who have become one family.” he said.

The Commission’s theological work has been heavily influence by the political events and wars in the
countries from which the Oriental–Orthodox members come: the Coptic Orthodox Church, the Syrian
Orthodox Church, the Ethiopian Orthodox Church, the Indian Orthodox Church, and the Armenian
Orthodox Church.
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Anglican-Oriental Orthodox International Commission prays at the Armenian Khachkar for the victims
of Armenian Genocide and all wars in the grounds of Christ Church in Dublin, October 26
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There was a also Deacon
training delivered by
the Primate on 28
October and on 29
October, Sunday,
Bishop Hovakim
Manukyan conducted a
Badarak service for the
Armenian community
in Dublin.

***
DEACON TRAINING PROGRAMME IN LONDON
The word "deacon" is derived from the
Greek word diákonos (διάκονος),[1]
which is a standard ancient Greek word
meaning "servant", "waiting-man",
"minister", or "messenger". The office of
deacon originated in the selection of
seven men by the apostles, among them
Stephen, to assist with the charitable
work of the early church as recorded in
Acts 6.4. Among the more prominent
deacons in history are Stephen, the first
Christian martyr (the "protomartyr");
Philip, whose baptism of the Ethiopian
eunuch is recounted in Acts 8:26–40.
In the Armenian Church the office of deaconate is a transitional level in the system of the threefold
ministry in the Church. However, there are people who have vocation to serve in the Church and will
remain during their lifetime. Deacons are helping the priests to proclaim the Gospel and assisting in the
distribution of Holy Communion, the deacon censes the icons and people, calls the people to prayer,
leads the litanies, and has a role in the dialogue of the Anaphora.
To know more and to learn you are welcome to join the deacons training program which is held every
Tuesday evening at 7 pm by His Grace the primate and the clergy of the diocese . For those who are
wishing to attend the training, please contact His Grace Bishop Hovakim Manukyan at:
primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk

6

Armenian Church News

Ecumenical
On the 7th of November the bishops and Church leaders in West London hold ecumenical meeting at
Allen Hall Seminary of the Archdiocese of Westminster, Catholic Church. The clergy were greeted by
His Excellency The Rt Rev John Wilson, Auxilary bishop of Westminster.
Rev. Father Michael Doyle made a presentation about the formation of priests in St. Allen Hall
seminary. Clergy had a chance to exchange ideas and reflect on questions such as situation of Christians
in the Midlle East, the Impact of secularization on the life of the Churches as well as youth ministery.
The next meeting will be held in the Russian Orthodox Church in March 2018.
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Spirituality: Armenian Church FAQ
How is Commemorating a Saint Different than Remembering
Him or Her?
Commemorating a saint is different from remembering him or her. Commemoration is a liturgical
practice, as the name of the saint is mentioned and his/her intercession is sought during the liturgical
hours of the day and during the celebration of the Divine Liturgy, if the Divine Liturgy is celebrated on
that day. Since the liturgical calendar is based on the date of Easter and since there are several dominical
days and about 150 days of fasting during a given liturgical year, saints can be commemorated only on a
limited number of days:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The period between the Octave of Theophany and the beginning of Lent,
The Saturdays of Lent,
The period after the six-day celebration of Pentecost,
The period after Transfiguration,
The period after the nine-day celebration of Assumption,
The period after the six-day celebration of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross,
The advent season.

As a result, only a limited number of saints can be commemorated, most of them in groups, and their
feast days depend on the movable date of Easter.
The selection of the days of commemoration has nothing to do with dates of martyrdom or burial. The
present arrangement, based on the seven-day-per-week cycle of the old lunar calendar, goes back to the
12th and 13th centuries, when the fathers of the Armenian Church put the church calendar in its final
form as we know it today. Thereafter only minor changes were introduced in the 18th century.
There appears to be no specific reason why Vartanants and Ghevontyantz are celebrated in February
and not at any other time. The 12th and 13th century fathers used an old calendar, also lunar in nature,
inherited form the fourth century Church of Jerusalem that had several nondominical and non-fasting
days that were open/. They simply filled in the unoccupied days with fasts of saints.
Fixed Dates
Despite its movable nature, the liturgical year does have certain set dates, of which January 6 is a good
example. If a saint’s commemoration coincides with a dominical feast that has a set date, the precedence
is given to the dominical feast. For example, the Presentation of the Lord in theTemplealways falls on
February 14. Occasionally Vartanants may coincide with that feast. In such situations the precedent is
given to the Feast of the Presentation and Vartanants is moved from the Thursday preceding the
beginning of Lent to the Monday of the same week.
“Frequently Asked Questions about the Armenian Church", Very Rev. Fr. Krikor Maksoudian, St. Vartan Press, NY, 2004
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Charity Run for SOAR

Three Armenians from London are taking part in a 10k run to raise money for the charity SOAR
(Society of Orphaned Armenian Relief) which works with underprivileged children in Armenia.
Vatche Cherchian, President of the London chapter of SOAR will be taking part in the Osterley Park
10k run in December while fellow members Mariam Safaryan and Marina Mograbyan will be taking
part in the Regent’s Park 10k run in November.
If you would like to sponsor them on their 10k runs you can make an online donation on their Just
Giving pages using the links below and all proceeds will go towards this fantastic charity and will
directly help the lives of many young children:
Vatche’s Just Giving Page: https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/vatche-cherchian
Mariam’s Just Giving Page: https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/mariamsafaryan
Marina’s Just Giving Page: https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/marina-mograbyan
The Society for Orphaned Armenian Relief (SOAR) provides humanitarian relief to orphaned Armenian
children throughout the world also providing them with resources fundamental to their physical,
emotional, and intellectual development. Over time, SOAR aims to provide this underprivileged
population with the tools necessary to become accomplished, educated, and self-supporting Armenians.
More information about the charity SOAR can be found at: http://soar-us.org
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Contact the Primate's Office for more details:
Tel: 0208 127 8364
Email: primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk
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Crosses for men, women and children are available from the Primate’s office.
Please call 0208 127 8364 or email primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk
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Christmas Performance
UNIMA-Armenia and “Karapet” Puppet Theatre
UNIMA-Armenia is an NGO created in 1992. The main activities of UNIMA-Armenia include
puppetry, creation of puppet theatres, and promotion of education, democracy issues,
psychotherapy, children’s and human rights, and gender equality through puppet art.
Starting from 1993 UNIMA-Armenia embarked on the creation of puppet theatres in Armenia
and Artsakh. Together with the specialists of UNIMA-Armenia, both grown-ups and children
participated in this ongoing project being aided and supported by ICRC, W.V., UNICEF and
UNHCR.
The theatre's artistic director is Armenia's honoured art worker and producer Armen Safaryan.
“Forgive me, Lord” is a puppet show performance based on Jesus Christ's parables The Prodigal
Son, The Good Samaritan and The Rich Fool. Duration of the performance is 45 minutes.
“Merry Christmas” is a New Year and Merry Christmas performance show in two acts. The first
act depicts the happenings of Christmas, and the second act is a festive joyful show for children. In
this puppet show sacred spiritual songs and hymns have been used. More information about the
theatre is available here.

UNIMA-Armenia's "Karapet"
Puppet Theatre is coming to the
UK and Ireland

The theatre will come to the UK and Ireland the second week of December. More
details will follow.
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A Message from the Primate Office
His Grace Bishop Hovakim Manukyan wishes to inform you that at the bottom of our weekly enewsletter you will find the contacts of our Churches and Parishes in the UK and Ireland. Details
are also available on the websites of the respective Churches and Parishes. Please do not hesitate to
contact any of these addresses if you need any help regarding Church services. You will receive a
reply either from the Parish Council Chair or from the priest.
If you encounter any kind of problems regarding communication with the above, please contact the
Primacy (Առաջնորդարան) directly at the following address:
Bishop Hovakim Manukyan
The Primates Office
c/o The Armenian Vicarage
Iverna Gardens
London, W8 6TP
Tel: + 44 (0) 208 127 8364
e-mail: primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk
website : armeniandiocese.org.uk
facebook : Diocese of The Armenian Church of Great Britain & Ireland
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Upcoming Events
Bible Studies
Thursdays at 7:00pm, Gulbenkian Hall
Will resume on 7th of September
Meeting of the Council of Christians and Jews
21 November
St. Sarkis Church
The theme of the discussion is “Inherited Trauma”
Divine Liturgy in Pembroke College Oxford
25 November
Christmas Carols at St. Yeghishe
10 December, 17:00
Performances of UNIMA- Armenia in UK and Ireland
December 2017
More details will come
Pilgrimage to Holy Land
4-11th of April, 2018
Youth Gathering in the Mother See of Holy Etchmiadzin
3-6th July, 2018
Etchmiadzin, Armenia
More events will follow. Please stay tuned.

23

Armenian Church News

24

Armenian Church News

Worship Services in the Armenian Churches
Services are held in the Armenian Churches in London every Sunday starting at 11:00 am. In
Manchester, there is a service on the 1st Sunday of the month. For further details, please contact
the parish nearest to you:

Holy Trinity Armenian Church
229 Upper Brook Street
Manchester, M13 0FY
Tel: 0161 273 1074
www.armenianchurchmanchester.org
1st SUNDAY OF THE MONTH

St. Sarkis Church
Iverna Gardens
Kensington, London, W8 6TP
Tel: 020 7937 0152
www.stsarkisparish.co.uk

St. Yeghiche Cathedral
13b Cranley Gardens
Kensington, London SW7 3BB
Tel: 020 7373 8133
www.styeghiche.org.uk/

Other Parishes of our Diocese:
Cardiff - Tel: + 44 771 279 2304, +44 2920779248 | john@jagproperties.co.uk
Dublin - Tel: +44 2891 863559 | www.armenians.ie
Birmingham – Tel: +44 121 675 1469 | St John’s Church, Stratford Road, Birmingham, B11 4EA
Oxford - Tel: +44 7810 490242 | armenian.society@studentsclub.ox.ac.uk

The Primate thanks Nyraff Ltd & the
Tanielian family for their continued
support to ACT UK and the ASF

We invite those who have questions or wish to gain deeper
understanding of the faith, moral discernment, teachings and
traditions of the Armenian Church to contact the Office of
the Diocese of the Armenian Church in United Kingdom and
Ireland:
His Grace Bishop Hovakim Manukyan
The Primate’s Office
c/o The Armenian Vicarage
Iverna Gardens
London, W8 6TP
Tel: 0208 127 8364
Email: primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk
Website : armeniandiocese.org.uk
Facebook : Diocese of The Armenian Church of Great Britain &
Ireland
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