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Master,” said John, “we saw someone driving out demons in your name and we 

tried to stop him, because he is not one of us.” “Do not stop him,” Jesus said, “for 

whoever is not against you is for you.”  

 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

This passage is from the Gospel of Luke 9:49-50. The same episode has been 
recorded in the Gospels of Mark (9:38-40) and Luke (11:23). When His disciples told 
Jesus that they stopped the stranger to drive out demons, Jesus was astonished by 
the approach of his disciples and order them “do not stop him.” What does it mean 
and why did Jesus react on that way?  If we read the previous paragraph, we can see 
that the discussion happened immediately after Jesus instructed his disciples about 
the greatness. Evangelist Luke writes “an argument started among the disciples as to 
which of them would be the greatest. Jesus, knowing their thoughts, took a little 
child and had him stand beside him. Then he said to them, “Whoever welcomes this 
little child in my name welcomes me; and whoever welcomes me welcomes the one 
who sent me. For it is the one who is least among you all who is the greatest.” (L 9. 
46-48; Mt. 18:1-5; Mk.9:33-38).  
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However, in spite of this instruction, His disciples exhibited a wordily sense of competition about the 
spiritual ministry of exorcism. This is why Jesus said “do not stop them.” Jesus’s answer is related to his 
instruction; the great is the one who serves not the one who seeks to be superior.  

Humility and service to others are virtues that is the core message of Jesus’ ministry. It lies at the heart of 
the Gospels. It has been praised by the Church and Church fathers through the century. Clement of Rome 
says “For Christ is of those who are humble-minded, and not of those who exalt themselves over His flock. 
Our Lord Jesus Christ, the Sceptre of the majesty of God, did not come in the pomp of pride or arrogance, 
although He might have done so, but in a lowly condition, as the Holy Spirit had declared regarding Him.” 
(Letter to the Corinthians, Clement).  

Today is today is a special day in the 
life of the Church. We enter the 
period of Advent and after 50 days 
we will be celebrating theophany and 
epiphany. We will be reading the 
Biblical stories of Jesus’ birth and 
hearing on the one hand about Herod 
and his worldly power and Jesus with 
his spiritual power. Jesus was born in 
the manger in a small-town 
Bethlehem associating Himself with 
those who are oppressed, 
marginalised and ignored. Yet, “Son 
of Man” has authority to forgive sins 
(Mk 2:10) and judge men for their 
deeds (Jn. 5:27).  

As we embark our journey of advent we should always remember that the great is the one who serves not 
the one who seeks to be superior. Jesus is telling us that the greatness in the kingdom of God is measured 
by the standard of humility and service to others. Competition of prestige or wordily recognition is ruled 
out (22:24-27, Mk. 10:35-45). 
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ECUMENTICAL 
 

On 18 of November the Primate visited Stevenage, St. George Coptic Orthodox Cathedral to attend the 

evening service on the occasion of the establishment of the Diocese of London of the Coptic Church and 

enthronement of Bishop Angelos as diocesan bishop for the new formed diocese. Representatives of 

Oriental Orthodox, Eastern Orthodox, Anglican, Catholic Churches, ecumenical organisations, diplomatic 

corp attended the service. 

  

Primate greeted and congratulated bishop Angelos on this occasion: 

"Bishop Angelos and I have known each other since 2001 when bishop was in Armenia as a part of the 

Coptic delegation on the occasion of 1700 anniversary of adopting the Christianity in Greater Armenia as 

state religion and since then we met on different occasions at various ecumenical meetings. With God's will 

now we serve to our Churches in the same country. Our Churches not only share the same faith in Christ but 

also the same destiny identifying their life with the cross of Christ. Our Churches have given many martyrs in 

the name of Christ and their blood has become the seed of our unity. We will continue not only to work 

ecumenically but also will support each other in strengthening the faith of our faithful". 

 

 

Kegvart Vartanian (vice chairman of st. Yeghiche 

Parish council) and Bedros Aslanyan (ASF 

committee chairman) accompanied His Grace. 
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REMARKS BY HIS GRACE BISHOP HOVAKIM MANUKYAN 

JEWISH CHRISTIAN DIALOGUE, INHERITED TRAUMA, 

21 NOVEMBER 2017 
 

Dear Guests, 

It is a great pleasure to greet 

and welcome you to the 

Armenian Church of St. Sarkis. 

This Church was constructed in 

1923 by Galouste Gulbenkian, 

a famous Armenian 

businessman, for the then tiny 

Armenian community. Since 

then, the community has 

grown and there are now 

15000 Armenians in London 

alone, along with two 

Churches and a plethora of 

Armenian organisations. 

London is, of course, home to 

many Diasporas; few, 

however, are larger in number than the populations of their countries of origin and none, arguably, can 

claim to be borne out of a genocide perpetrated against their people. It is, perhaps, these features that 

both mark the Armenian and Jewish Diasporas and draw them closer together.   

Today, we heard your narrative and, now, I will share with you our own narrative. 

Every Year on April 24th you can see thousands of Armenians marching in London, in different cities of the 

world and demanding the recognition of the Armenian Genocide. The question is more sensitive for the 

Armenians in the diaspora.   

The Armenian diaspora was formed as a result of the oppression, killing and mass deportation of the 

Armenian people in their historical homeland by the Ottoman Turks. At the beginning of the 20th century 

Armenians had flourishing communities across modern Turkey, including in the capital city itself and in 

Western Armenia (now known as Eastern Anatolia.) Armenians were very active in the life of Turkey: they 

were the first sportsmen to represent the Ottoman Empire internationally; they became successful 

businessmen and were part of the artistic elite. Armenians, therefore, contributed strongly to the cultural, 

economic and intellectual life of the Ottoman Empire. Indeed, Constantinople, the capital city, was a 

flourishing centre for Western Armenian Culture and life.  

The Young Turks, who came to power in 1908, made it their top priority to restore a Pan-Turanian empire, 

uniting Turkish speaking countries and stretch from Constantinople to the Ural Mountains. Armenians, 

therefore both in Western and Eastern Armenia (were an obstacle to their path). Seizing the opportunity 
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provided by the First World War, the Young Turks commenced a planned extermination of the entire 

Armenian people and nation. 1.5 million Armenians were killed in their homes or during death marches to 

the deserts of Syria, with perhaps only 20% of the total population surviving. Historical evidence and 

eyewitnesses accounts prove that the Armenian Genocide was carefully organised and systematically 

executed by the Ottoman-Turkish government of the time. Thousands of Churches, monasteries, religious 

sites, schools and community centres were either destroyed or confiscated, including Churches, 

community and individual properties. 

When talks were initiated between Armenia and Turkey to establish diplomatic relations between these 

two countries a decade ago, the Turkish Government suggested that a group of historians determine the 

veracity of the genocide.  Turkey still denies the fact that it was a Genocide. However, historical evidence 

has proven without doubt that a genocide took place, and this has been universally acknowledged by many 

states, leading international academics, historians and lawyers; there is, therefore, no need to revisit the 

question as to whether the genocide took place or not. 

I would, however, like to revisit the story of my great grandmother, a survivor of the Genocide and an 

eyewitness of the atrocities perpetrated by the Ottoman Turks. She was born in 1905 in an Armenian 

village in one of the Armenian communities situated in the north-eastern Mediterranean. Her father was 

recruited into the Turkish Army and later was able to escape to Aleppo, where he started a new family. 

She, however, did not escape the mass deportations that started in 1915, when she was aged only 10. Her 

mother was killed on her way to Der El Zour, and she, her brother and sister (Megerdich and Anoush) had 

ended up in an orphanage. Yet even in this refuge, there was to be no respite as Turkish soldiers forcefully 

entered to abduct Armenian girls and convert them to the Islamic faith.  As is the custom for Armenian 

boys under the age of seven, her younger brother had long hair, uncut as a vow to God; this caused the 

Turkish soldiers to mistake him for a girl and to attempt to abduct him. When they discovered he was a 

boy, they beat him with the back of their rifles, fatally injuring him. My great grandmother recollected that, 

during his dying moments, he asked for water, which she went to find; but by the time she returned, her 

brother passed away. Her name was Maritsa and she passed away at the age of 91, and an abiding memory 

that I have is that if anyone asked for water, she would rise from her place and give it to them; she would 

never allow others to do it for her. She did this in memory of her brother. I also recall her saying that her 

sister was taken to another orphanage and that the last words exchanged were promises to write to her 

when she learnt to write. 

This is a story that I learnt from my family and which I share with you. Today there are 10 million 

Armenians across the world and almost each Armenian is a descendant of a survivor of the Armenian 

Genocide and has their own story to tell.  

In April 2015, to mark the 100th anniversary of the Genocide, Armenians across the world commemorated 

its centenary. Pope Francis, speaking about the Armenian Genocide, said “The first, which is widely 

considered 'the first genocide of the 20th Century', struck your own Armenian people." Pope Francis also 

referred to the crimes "perpetrated by Nazism and Stalinism" and said other genocides had followed in 

Cambodia, Rwanda, Burundi and Bosnia adding that "Concealing or denying evil is like allowing a wound to 

keep bleeding without bandaging it."  
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Dear friends,  

Trauma still exists and will not be forgotten until Turkey recognises the Genocide and provides reparations 

for its acts. Trauma needs to be healed – atonement, truth and repentance are the way forward for all. 

Truth is not a substitute for repentance. Redemption through a genuine effort to undo the harm is 

necessary. 

Atonement is important for victims, but even more important for the perpetrators so that they can redeem 

themselves and restore their relationship with their neighbours. Without redemption, we all remain 

captives of the past. This state of captivity to past unrepressed harm is a large part of the trauma and pain 

all people suffer as we deal with each other. Fortunately, we know the way forward. “Redemption through 

the humble and repentant heart,” as the psalmist said, “is the way to overcome the traumas of the past 

and establish peace and restored health among peoples." 
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RECEPTION AT ST YEGHICHE  

PRIMATE HOSTED ARMENIAN PARLIAMENTARIANS  

23 NOVEMBER 2017  
 
Primate Hosted Parliamentarians at St. Yeghiche Church representing the four fractions of the Armenian 
Parliament. Representatives of the Armenian organisations were present at the meeting. Armen Liloyan, 
Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary, Embassy of the Republic of Armenia greeted the guests 
and thanked Primate for organising the function.  
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His Grace greeted and welcomed the MPs on behalf of the Armenian Church and presented 
representatives of organisations present attending the event. Mr. Mikael Melkumyan MP, Vice President of 
the National Assembly reciprocated the greetings and presented the MP's visiting London and spoke about 
the importance of relations of Armenia and diaspora.  

 
There were friendly discussions between guests and representatives of the Armenian organisations on 
various topics. 
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Mr Georgy Petrossian MP of Artsakh Republic was present at the meeting too. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Primate thanked to Ladies Committee and ACT executive committee for organising the reception 
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THREE MONUMENTS, THREE WELSHMEN – AND AN 

ARMENIAN 
 

 Speech by The Reverend Canon 

Chancellor Dr Patrick Thomas 

St Davids Cathedral, 

Pembrokeshire, 4 November 

2017 

 

 

 

 

 

Wales is the only nation of the United Kingdom to possess three public monuments to the martyrs of the  

Armenian Genocide. One is a khatchkar, a cross-stone combining traditional Armenian and Celtic elements. 

It stands in a quiet corner of the garden of the Temple of Peace in Cardiff. The second is a plaque with an 

inscription in Armenian, Welsh and English, in the foyer of Gwynedd County Council’s offices, within a 

stone’s throw of Caernarfon Castle. The third, and most recent, is the beautiful statue, the work of the 

Cardiff-based Armenian artist, Mariam Torosyan, which is now the focus of the cloister garden of St Davids 

Cathedral, Pembrokeshire, a holy place which attracts hundreds of thousands of visitors and pilgrims every 

year 

To an outsider it might seem strange that these memorials should 

be in Wales. The Welsh Armenian community is small, a few 

hundred people at the most, and yet Wales has taken them, and 

the Armenian cause, to its heart. There are some parallels 

between Wales and Armenia of course. Both have mountains, 

and both have a culture that has been shaped and nourished by 

the Christian faith over long centuries – Armenia, of course, being 

the first country in the world to adopt Christianity as its official 

religion. Tradition says that St David – Dewi Sant, the patron saint 

of Wales - travelled all the way to Jerusalem to be consecrated 

archbishop by the patriarch there, and no doubt he would have 

met Armenian monks and pilgrims on his visit to the Holy City. 

But there is an even deeper reason why Welsh people tend to 

react so strongly against attempts to deny the genocide which 

destroyed the lives of up to a million and a half Armenians in 

Ottoman Turkey during the First World War. The Welsh know 

what it is to be swept into the margins and then forgotten – to be 

quietly eliminated from history.  
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A famous heading in an edition of the Encyclopaedia Britannica read “For Wales, see England”. So when we 

come across attempts to airbrush out of existence one of the greatest crimes of the twentieth century, the 

attempt to wipe out an entire people, we cannot be silent. We have to stand in solidarity with our 

Armenian friends to express the reality of the horrific events in which so many members of their families 

died, often in the most atrocious and appalling circumstances. 

The Welshman who initiated the campaign on this side of Offa’s Dyke for the recognition of the Armenian 

Genocide was Eilian Williams, a sheep farmer from the Welsh-speaking heartland of Snowdonia. In 1998 he 

helped to arrange the visit of an Armenian choir to an Eisteddfod, a cultural festival, in the Rhondda Valley. 

As he got to know these visitors he began to learn about Armenia’s history and the Armenian struggle for 

recognition of the genocide. Eilian has a deep-rooted hatred of injustice, particularly when applied to 

vulnerable minorities. Through his efforts the Welsh Baptists became the first organisation in Wales to give 

official recognition to the Armenian Genocide, and a Welsh-Armenian society was formed. 

Eilian also brought the issue of the Armenian Genocide to the attention of the Welsh National Assembly. It 

was first raised in March 2000 by the Plaid Cymru member Rhodri Glyn Thomas. On 24th April 2001, the 

then First Minister of Wales, Rhodri Morgan, laid a wreath of flowers at the Temple of Peace in Cardiff, in 

memory of the victims of the Armenian Genocide. The following year, on October 24th, two thirds of the 

eligible members of the Welsh National Assembly signed a declaration recognising the Genocide of 

Armenians during the First World War. The document was sponsored by three leading politicians from 

Labour, Plaid Cymru and the Liberal Democrats. It was the first time that a devolved national body in the 

United Kingdom had taken such a step. 

A second Welshman, Stephen Thomas,  was at the time Director of the Welsh Centre for International 

Affairs, based at the Temple of Peace. The Temple of Peace is a non-denominational building in Cardiff, 

which was given to the Welsh people after the First World War by Lord Davies of Llandinam, as a centre for 

international understanding, peace and healing. Stephen Thomas agreed to the suggestion from the Welsh 

Armenian community that a khatchkar be placed in the garden of the Temple of Peace in gratitude for the 

Welsh Assembly’s act of recognition, and as a lasting memorial to the victims of the Armenian genocide. 

The Welsh sculptor Ieuan Rees designed an Armenian cross and symbol of eternity, delicately carved in 

Welsh slate on a sandstone background. It was sensitively designed to reflect both the Armenian and 

Welsh Celtic traditions, with an inscription in Armenian, Welsh and English. 

It was the first public memorial in the British Isles to the martyrs of the Armenian Genocide, and so it 

attracted a great deal of publicity. Official and unofficial Turkish sources deluged Stephen Thomas with 

criticism and often extremely hostile remarks. He was put under enormous pressure to withdraw 

permission for the khatchkar’s installation. Courageously he refused to give in. The project also received 

the support and blessing of Lord Dafydd Elis-Thomas, the then Llywydd or Speaker of the Welsh National 

Assembly, and Dr Barry Morgan, the Archbishop of Wales. 

The dedication ceremony was held at the Temple of Peace in Cardiff on 3rd November 2007. Three hundred 

guests had been invited. Over a hundred very vocal Turkish protestors were also bussed in, in an attempt 

to disrupt the proceedings. Eilian Williams had invited me to be one of the guest speakers. Coming from 

peaceful West Wales, I felt slightly unnerved by the protestors, but a kindly Armenian took me in hand and 

skilfully ushered me past them and into the building. The dedication of the khatchkar by Bishop Nathan 

Hovhannisian took place outside in the garden. He was assisted by a deacon and an Armenian choir from 

London, and Lord Dafydd Elis-Thomas also took part. 
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The megaphone-wielding objectors were kept back behind a police cordon. They continued to try to drown 

out the ceremony by repetitive chanting. The Armenians responded with remarkable calm and impressive 

and moving dignity. For me the actions of the Turkish protestors came as a shock. I had never experienced 

a deliberate attempt to disrupt a religious service before. I felt appalled that such behaviour could take 

place in the country that I love, aimed at people for whom I have the deepest respect and affection. 

Worse was to come. In January 2008, on the eve of Holocaust Memorial Day, the khatchkar was 

deliberately vandalised. The sledge hammer used to smash the slate cross was left at the scene. The Welsh 

Assembly passed a motion condemning this contemptible hate crime. Welsh Armenians (like all Armenians) 

are wonderfully resilient people. The khatchkar was soon restored to its original glory, and has become a 

focus for commemorations on 24th April every year. In 2015 a ceremony was held there to mark the 

centenary of the Genocide. Father Vrej Nersessian prayed in Armenian, and I led prayers in Welsh and 

English, and a snippet of the service was shown on that evening’s BBC Wales television news. 

Some years before, in March 2004, again through the initiative of Eilian Williams, Gwynedd County Council 

in north-west Wales became the first county council in Britain to recognise the Armenian Genocide. Ten 

years later, a memorial plaque was unveiled in the foyer of the council offices in Caernarfon, as a lasting 

expression of the gratitude of the Welsh Armenian community for the council’s action. Bishop Vahan 

Hovhanessian dedicated the memorial in Armenian, and I dedicated it in Welsh, in the presence of county 

councillors, Welsh Armenians and a representative from the Armenian Embassy. 

Where there are two Welshmen, there has to be a third. I am a priest of the Church in Wales which, being 

disestablished, has a degree of freedom of action which our sister Church of England does not always 

possess. In September 2012, at a meeting of the Governing Body of the Church in Wales, I asked the Welsh 

bishops if they would designate April 24th as Armenian Genocide Day in our church calendar. They agreed, 

on condition that I would provide suitable prayers for the occasion. I composed a couple of new prayers in 

English and Welsh, and Bishop Vahan translated appropriate prayers from Armenian into English, which I 

then translated into Welsh. The prayers were put on the Church in Wales website. They also appeared as a 

booklet, which was launched by the Armenian Primate and the Archbishop of Wales in a ceremony at the 

Cardiff Temple of Peace on 22nd April 2013. 

As a sign of their gratitude, the Welsh Armenians decided to donate a memorial statue to St Davids 

Cathedral, the mother church of Wales, which has a similar place in Welsh Christian tradition to that of 

Holy Etchmiadzin in Armenian Christianity. The statue was designed and sculpted by Mariam Torosyan, a 

very gifted Armenian artist based in Cardiff. It shows a seated Virgin Mary holding the young Christ-child, 

and thus echoes the icon found on Armenian altars. The mother and child image also reflects the suffering 

and courage of so many Armenian women and children during the Genocide. At Mary’s feet is a 

representation of the Cathedral of Holy Etchmiadzin, as a sign of the link between the sacred centres of 

Armenia and Wales. The bronze statue stands on a plinth inscribed in Armenian, Welsh and English ‘In 

Memory of the Martyrs of the Armenian Genocide 1915’. It has a remarkable dignity and serenity, and has 

become the focus of the cathedral’s cloister garden. 

Getting permission to install any kind of memorial in an ancient cathedral is a complicated process, 

involving several committees and a legal decision. As Chancellor and Canon Librarian of St Davids Cathedral 

I was in a position to help things along, and I had also written a carefully researched book about the 

Genocide, which I could send to any committee member who had doubts or was ill-informed. 

Nevertheless, as news of the proposed memorial spread there was pressure from a predictable quarter. On 
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one occasion a wealthy Turkish businessman presented the Bishop of St Davids with an enormous box of 

Turkish delight in an apparent attempt to prevent the statue’s installation, or at the very least to have the 

word ‘genocide’ deleted from the inscription. 

More seriously, the Archbishop of Wales received an official protest from the Turkish government, while 

the Dean of St Davids (a long-standing friend of the Armenians) was bombarded with hostile e-mails, all of 

which were almost identical. The church leaders stood firm, and permission for the memorial, with its 

inscription unchanged, was finally received. It was dedicated by Bishop Hovakim Manoukyan, the Armenian 

Primate, and conclusion to the Genocide Centenary year, despite the torrential rain (something which we 

take in our stride in West Wales).  

I have spoken today about three Welshmen, but there is one Armenian whom I also have to mention. None 

of the three Genocide Memorials in Wales would be there if it was not for the dedication, generosity and 

perseverance of Mr John Torosyan (aided and abetted of course by his wife Ani). John has a wonderful 

combination of vision, ingenuity, practicality, dogged determination and sheer hard work which represents 

the Armenian character at its very best. He has become a dear and valued friend to all three of the 

Welshmen mentioned in this talk, and if we have contributed anything of value to the Armenian cause it is 

largely because of John, who deserves the thanks and admiration of us all. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF  
 

 

Remembrance Day at St. Yeghiche 

Armenian Church 

There was a special Prayer service in 

Memoriam of those who felt during the 

WWI 

"Many Armenians have shown heroism 

in the allied forces and among them 

many British Armenians. Today we 

remember them also asking God to 

award peace to the world so that no one 

has to experience the pain of loosing the 

loved ones"" said Primate during the 

service. At the end of the service they 

laid wreath under the Khachkar on the 

grounds of St. Yeghiche Church 

 

Primate meet the teaches and students K. Tahta Armenian Community Sunday School  

on 12 November 2017 

https://www.facebook.com/KTAHTASCHOOL/?fref=mentions
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 Presenation of the books of 

the Western Armenian writer 

Dr Anoush Nakashian took 

place on 19 November 2017 

at the Gulbenkian hall, on the 

grounds of St Sarkis Church. It 

was excellent to have Anoush 

over and the Primate would 

like to thank Tekeyan Trust 

and cultural association for 

making the visit possible. 

 

 

 

 

 

 Deacon Training Programme in London  

The word "deacon" is derived from the 
Greek word diákonos (διάκονος),[1] 
which is a standard ancient Greek word 
meaning "servant", "waiting-man", 
"minister", or "messenger".  The office of 
deacon originated in the selection of 
seven men by the apostles, among them 
Stephen, to assist with the charitable 
work of the early church as recorded in 
Acts 6.4.   Among the more prominent 
deacons in history are Stephen, the first 
Christian martyr (the "protomartyr"); 
Philip, whose baptism of the Ethiopian 
eunuch is recounted in Acts 8:26–40.   

 
In the Armenian Church the office of deaconate is a transitional level in the system of the threefold 
ministry in the Church. However, there are people who have vocation to serve in the Church and will 
remain during their lifetime.  Deacons are helping the priests to proclaim the Gospel and assisting in the 
distribution of Holy Communion, the deacon censes the icons and people, calls the people to prayer, leads 
the litanies, and has a role in the dialogue of the Anaphora. To know more and to learn you are welcome to 
join the deacons training program which is held every Tuesday evening at 7 pm by His Grace the primate 
and the clergy of the diocese.  For those who are  wishing to attend the training, please contact His Grace 
Bishop Hovakim Manukyan at: primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk 
  

mailto:primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk
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NEW SERIES OF LECTURES – JOIN US FOR THE FIRST ON BY  

ANI SHAHINIAN ON 3 DECEMBER 2017 

 

Ani Shahinian is a D.Phil. student in Oriental Theology at the University of Oxford. Ms. Shahinian holds an 

M.A. degree in Near Eastern and Languages and Cultures - Armenian Studies from UCLA, and graduate 

certificates in Philosophy and Theology from the University of Oxford. 
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CAROL SINGING 

Join us for this beautiful and important tradition on 10 December 2017! 
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CHARITY RUN FOR SOAR 

 

Three Armenians from London are taking part in a 10k run to raise money for the charity SOAR 

(Society of Orphaned Armenian Relief) which works with underprivileged children in Armenia.  

  

Vatche Cherchian, President of the London chapter of SOAR will be taking part in the Osterley Park 

10k run in December while fellow members Mariam Safaryan and Marina Mograbyan will be taking 

part in the Regent’s Park 10k run in November. 

  

If you would like to sponsor them on their 10k runs you can make an online donation on their Just 

Giving pages using the links below and all proceeds will go towards this fantastic charity and will 

directly help the lives of many young children: 

  

Vatche’s Just Giving Page: https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/vatche-cherchian 

 

Mariam’s Just Giving Page: https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/mariamsafaryan 

 

Marina’s Just Giving Page: https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/marina-mograbyan 

  

The Society for Orphaned Armenian Relief (SOAR) provides humanitarian relief to orphaned Armenian 

children throughout the world also providing them with resources fundamental to their physical, 

emotional, and intellectual development. Over time, SOAR aims to provide this underprivileged 

population with the tools necessary to become accomplished, educated, and self-supporting Armenians. 

  

More information about the charity SOAR can be found at: http://soar-us.org 

 

 

  

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/vatche-cherchian
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/mariamsafaryan
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/marina-mograbyan
http://soar-us.org/
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Contact the Primate's Office for more details: 

Tel: 0208 127 8364 
Email: primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk 
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Crosses for men, women and children are available from the Primate’s office.  

Please call 0208 127 8364 or email primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk 

mailto:primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk
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Christmas Performance 

 

UNIMA-Armenia and “Karapet” Puppet Theatre 

UNIMA-Armenia is an NGO created in 1992. The main activities of UNIMA-Armenia include 

puppetry, creation of puppet theatres, and promotion of education, democracy issues, 

psychotherapy, children’s and human rights, and gender equality through puppet art. 

Starting from 1993 UNIMA-Armenia embarked on the creation of puppet theatres  in Armenia 

and Artsakh. Together with the specialists of UNIMA-Armenia, both grown-ups and children 

participated in this ongoing project being aided and supported by ICRC, W.V., UNICEF and 

UNHCR.  

The theatre's artistic director is Armenia's honoured art worker and producer Armen Safaryan.  

“Forgive me, Lord” is a puppet show performance based on Jesus Christ's parables The Prodigal 

Son, The Good Samaritan and The Rich Fool. Duration of the performance is 45 minutes.   

“Merry Christmas” is a New Year and Merry Christmas performance show in two acts. The first 

act depicts the happenings of Christmas, and the second act is a festive joyful show for children. In 

this puppet show sacred spiritual songs and hymns have been used.  More information about the 

theatre is available here. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UNIMA-Armenia's "Karapet" 

Puppet Theatre is coming to the 

UK and Ireland 

   

The theatre  will come to the UK and Ireland the second week of December. More 

details will follow. 

http://armeniandiocese.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/karapet-puppet-theatre.pdf
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A Message from the Primate Office 
 

His Grace Bishop Hovakim Manukyan wishes to inform you that at the bottom of our weekly e-

newsletter you will find the contacts of our Churches and Parishes in the UK and Ireland. Details 

are also available on the websites of the respective Churches and Parishes.  Please do not hesitate to 

contact any of these addresses if you need any help regarding Church services. You will receive a 

reply either from the Parish Council Chair or from the priest.  

 

If you encounter any kind of problems regarding communication with the above, please contact the 

Primacy (Առաջնորդարան) directly at the following address:  

 

Bishop Hovakim Manukyan 

The Primates Office 

c/o The Armenian Vicarage 

Iverna Gardens 

London, W8 6TP  

Tel: + 44 (0) 208 127 8364 

e-mail: primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk  

website : armeniandiocese.org.uk  

facebook : Diocese of The Armenian Church of Great Britain & Ireland 
 

 

mailto:primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/ArmenianChurchofGreatBritian
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

Bible Studies  
Thursdays  at 7:00pm, Gulbenkian Hall 
Will resume on 7th of September 
 
Lecture: Hope of Advent: Is the Nativity Narrative Reliable? 
3 Deecember 2017, 2:30 pm 
 
Christmas Carols at St. Yeghishe 
10 December, 17:00 pm  
 
Performances of UNIMA- Armenia in UK and Ireland  
December 2017 
More details will come 

 

Ordination of acolytes 
23 December, 6:30 pm, St. Sarkis Church,  
 
Blessings of pomegranates service 
31 December, 12:45 am, St. Yeghiche Church,  
31 December, 12:00 pm, St. Sarkis Church 
 
Christmas basket delivery programme by ACYO London Chapter 
13th January  
20th January 
 
Pilgrimage to Holy Land  
4-11th of April, 2018 
 
Youth Gathering in the Mother See of Holy Etchmiadzin 
3-6th July, 2018 
Etchmiadzin, Armenia 

 

More events will follow. Please stay tuned. 
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The Armenian Church News publishes announcements of any Armenian organisation as it is an inclusive channel 
of communication.  
 
The objectives of CAN are to inform the wider publish and its constituency members about: 
 

• Activities of the Primate 

• Organisations under the audpieces of the Primate: ACT UK, ACYF, Ladies Committee  

• Worldwide Armenian Church 

• Parishes 

• Upcoming events in the community  
 

The announcements about the community events (up to 150 words) are published upon the request of a particular 
organisation.  

ACN do not raise funds on behalf of any other organisation except for Armenian Church (ACT UK, ACYF, Primate’s 
Office, Ladies Committee, St. Yeghiche, St. Sarkis, Holy Trinity, Dublin, Cardiff, Birmingham, Oxford).  

 

Editorial: 

The main objective of the diocesan e-newsletter is to serve and reach out to Armenians throughout the United 

Kingdom and Ireland. The community members and organisations are welcome to send their announcements for 

the e-newsletter, including information not only about public events but also about important family events such 

as christening, matrimony or passing away.   
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Services are held in the Armenian Churches in London every Sunday starting at 11:00 am.  In Manchester, there 
is a service on the 1st Sunday of the month.  For further details, please contact the parish nearest to you:  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other Parishes of our Diocese: 
 
Cardiff - Tel: + 44 771 279 2304, +44 2920779248 | john@jagproperties.co.uk 
Dublin - Tel: +44 2891 863559 | www.armenians.ie 
Birmingham – Tel: +44 121 675 1469 | St John’s Church, Stratford Road, Birmingham, B11 4EA 
Oxford - Tel: +44 7810 490242 | armenian.society@studentsclub.ox.ac.uk 

 

We invite those who have questions or wish to gain deeper understanding of the faith, moral discernment, 
teachings and traditions of the Armenian Church to contact the Office of the Diocese of the Armenian Church in 
United Kingdom and Ireland: 

His Grace Bishop Hovakim Manukyan     
The Primate’s Office 
c/o The Armenian Vicarage 
Iverna Gardens 
London, W8 6TP 
 

Tel: 0208 127 8364 
Email: primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk  
Website : armeniandiocese.org.uk  
Facebook : Diocese of The Armenian Church of Great Britain & Ireland 
 

Worship Services in the Armenian Churches 

 
Holy Trinity Armenian Church 

229 Upper Brook Street 
Manchester, M13 0FY 

Tel: 0161 273 1074 
www.armenianchurchmanchester.org 

1st SUNDAY OF THE MONTH 
 

 

 
St. Yeghiche Cathedral 
13b Cranley Gardens 

Kensington, London SW7 3BB 
Tel: 020 7373 8133 

www.styeghiche.org.uk/ 

 

 
St. Sarkis Church 
Iverna Gardens 

Kensington, London, W8 6TP 
Tel: 020 7937 0152 

www.stsarkisparish.co.uk 

mailto:john@jagproperties.co.uk
http://www.armenians.ie/
mailto:armenian.society@studentsclub.ox.ac.uk
mailto:primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk
http://armeniandiocese.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/Diocese-of-The-Armenian-Church-of-Great-Britain-Ireland-1970468496556946/?hc_ref=ARQImBfEWWKO1SLKQ5Ek60SAl1_Iq58-bq8B7ZgR1ArWkQ4S0j60DeFAj3XAFVpg8n4
http://www.armenianchurchmanchester.org/
http://www.stsarkisparish.co.uk/

