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Primate preached at St. Sarkis 

Church on October 22nd Sunday.  

 

Jesus Rejected at Nazareth 

 

Luke 4:14-23 , New International 

Version (NIV) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

14 Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit, and news about him spread 

through the whole countryside. 15 He was teaching in their synagogues, and 

everyone praised him. 

16 He went to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, and on the Sabbath day 

he went into the synagogue, as was his custom. He stood up to read, 17 and the 

scroll of the prophet Isaiah was handed to him. Unrolling it, he found the place 

where it is written: 
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18 “The Spirit of the Lord is on me, 

because he has anointed me 

to proclaim good news to the poor. 

He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners 

and recovery of sight for the blind, 

to set the oppressed free, 
19 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” 

20 Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant and sat down. The eyes of everyone in the 

synagogue were fastened on him.21 He began by saying to them, “Today this scripture is fulfilled in your 

hearing.” 

22 All spoke well of him and were amazed at the gracious words that came from his lips. “Isn’t this 

Joseph’s son?” they asked. 

23 Jesus said to them, “Surely you will quote this proverb to me: ‘Physician, heal yourself!’ And you will 

tell me, ‘Do here in your hometown what we have heard that you did in Capernaum.’” 

 

Interpretation 

This Sunday the Bible offers one of the most interesting passages in the Gospel. Luke 4:18-19 is 

reference to the prophecy Isiah 61:1-2 with an additional excerpt from Isiah 58:6. Since many Israelites 

in the New Testament times expected the Messiah to come and liberate Israel from the Political 

domination of the Romans, the people mistakenly these passages promised their national independence. 

Isaiah oracle picks up the language also Old Testament Leviticus 25 regarding the Jubilee Year. As part 

of the Israeli’s economic legislation, a jubilee was celebrated every 50 years. It signalled the remission of 

debts., the release of slaves and return to ancestry properties to its original family owners.   

Isiah projects this jubilee celebration into the future when God will come to release Israel from its 

slavery (idols) and debt (guilt). Jesus follows the spirit of Isiah when he announces liberation from sin, 

not from political or economic subjugation (Rom 6:6). Elsewhere in Luke the word release (Gk. aphesis) 

means “forgiveness” (1:77; 3:33; 24;47).  
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By the invitation of His 

Grace Bishop Angelos, 

General Bishop of the 

Coptic Orthodox Church in 

UK His Grace bishop 

Hovakim Manukyan, the 

Primate of the Armenian 

Church in the UK attended 

special ecumenical service 

at the St. Margaret Church 

in Westminster abbey to 

mark the Coptic Orthodox 

New Year on 17 October.  

 

Messages were received 

from Her Majesty the 

Queen, HRH The Prince of 

Wales, the Prime Minister 

and the Archbishop of 

Canterbury. Addresses 

were also delivered by 

MP’s and other dignitaries.  

 

There were many other 

participants in this such as 

members of the House of 

Lords, House of Commons, 

the Diplomatic Corps, the 

Foreign Commonwealth 

Office, the Home Office, 

humanitarian and advocacy 

organisations, and various 

ecumenical, inter-religious 

guests.  

 

Coptic New Year (Nayrouz) Service at 

Westminster Abbey 
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Ecumenical: 

 The Anglican And Eastern Churches Association  

Annual meeting 
 

The annual meeting of the Anglican Eastern Churches association took place Faith House on Monday 

evening, 16th of October. The guests were greeted by Rev. Fr. William Taylor the chairman of the 

association greeted the representatives of the Anglican, Eastern and Oriental Churches present at the 

meeting. There were welcome speeches by the co-presidents of the association Archbishop Gregorios of 

Thyateira and Great Britain (the speech was made His Eminence Archbishop Elisey of Sorouzh) and His 

Grace Bishop Christopher of Southwark.  

 

Rev. Fr. William Taylor made a presentation of the activities of last year of the organisation. There were 

also reports about the situation of Christian communities in the Middle East, especially in Iraq and 

Syria. His Grace Bishop Hovakim Manukyan attended the event accompanied by the Rev. Father 

Shnorq Bagdasaryan and Rev. Father Nshan Alaverdyan. 

 

Ecumenical Relations of the Armenian Church 

There are more than one billion Christian in the world and the Christianity is the world’s largest 

religion. The Armenian Apostolic Church is the one of the oldest Church in Christendom. Historically 

she was located in the Armenian highland and was considered as the Church of Armenia. However, due 

to our history, especially emigration and replacement of Armenian people the original boundaries of the 

Church have been changed.  The Armenian Church has become a worldwide Church taking care of her 

flock both in homeland and diaspora. However, the Church and her flock encounter a lot of practical 

and theological challenges in terms of ecumenical and inter-Church relations.  

 

Usually the faithful are asking what are her relations with other Churches? What do we have in 

common with other Churches and what our bonds of unity and what are our divergences? Are our 

faithful allowed to attend to take Holy Communion in other Churches?  Can representatives of the 

other faiths become God fathers? Do we have God mothers in our Church? Are we allowed to do 

cremation? How should we proceed in case of mix marriages?  

 

To answer to these and other questions the Primate and the clergy as well as lay members of the diocese 

of the Armenian Church in the United Kingdom held monthly lectures on history, spirituality, 

contemporary ecumenical and interfaith relations of the Armenian Church.   

 

Based on the request of the faithful the first lecture will be held by His Grace Bishop Hovakim 

Manukyan particularly referring on Armenian Georgian Church relations and questions of the Church 

properties on 7th of November at Gulbenkian hall, at 7 pm.  
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Fr Shnork Represented the Armenian Church  

at CTE Enabling Group 

 
September 27-28 Fr Shnork represented the Armenian Church in an overnight meeting of CTE (Churches 

Together in England) Enabling Group. The meeting took place at The Hayes Conference Centre, 

Swanwick, Derbyshire.  The theme of the meeting was “Mission and Ecumenism”.   

 

The Enabling Group is the meeting of Churches Together in England’s members and has the task of 

nurturing ecumenism in England. It considers matters of governance and common concern. It is the place 

where the Directors of CTE report to Member Churches and are offered direction for the future. The 

Enabling Group meets overnight twice a year.  

 

The Armenian Church in UK and Ireland has been a member of CTE for over two decades as an associate 

member through the Council of Oriental Orthodox Churches in UK.    

 

http://www.cte.org.uk/Groups/234690/Home/About/Member_Churches_of/Member_Churches_of.aspx
http://www.cte.org.uk/Groups/234705/Home/About/Governance/Governance.aspx
http://www.cte.org.uk/Groups/234706/Home/About/Governance/Trustees_Directors/Trustees_Directors.aspx
http://www.cte.org.uk/Groups/234690/Home/About/Member_Churches_of/Member_Churches_of.aspx
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News in Brief 

NEW FACEBOOK PAGE 

 

We have a brand new Facebook page! Please like and follow us and spread the word. 

Many exciting news and events are coming up soon!  

 

 

YOUTH MEETINGS 

 

Sunday afternoon the youth are 

having meetings at the vicarage. 

This is to promote the youth 

involvement with the Church and 

also to plan future activities. The 

reports were made on the visit to 

Romania, upcoming events are 

being planned such as pilgrimages 

to Mother Land, Christmas carols, 

Christmas and Easter basket 

programs for the elderly. 

Discussions are also being held on 

spiritual matters that concerns our 

young people. 

 

 

 
 

https://www.facebook.com/Diocese-of-The-Armenian-Church-of-Great-Britain-Ireland-1970468496556946/?hc_ref=ARQImBfEWWKO1SLKQ5Ek60SAl1_Iq58-bq8B7ZgR1ArWkQ4S0j60DeFAj3XAFVpg8n4
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UPCOMING LECTURE ON ARMENIAN-GEORGIAN CHURCH RELATIONS  

 

Per request of faithful, a lecture by Bishop Hovakim Manukyan will take place in Gulbenkian Hall on 7 

November 2017, on Armenian-Georgian Church relations past and present.  

 

DEACON TRAINING PROGRAMME 

 

 The word "deacon" is derived from the 

Greek word diákonos (διάκονος),[1] 

which is a standard ancient Greek word 

meaning "servant", "waiting-man", 

"minister", or "messenger".  The office of 

deacon originated in the selection of 

seven men by the apostles, among them 

Stephen, to assist with the charitable 

work of the early church as recorded in 

Acts 6.4.   Among the more prominent 

deacons in history are Stephen, the first 

Christian martyr (the "protomartyr"); 

Philip, whose baptism of the Ethiopian 

eunuch is recounted in Acts 8:26–40.   

 

In the Armenian Church the office of deaconate is a transitional level in the system of the threefold 

ministry in the Church. However, there are people who have vocation to serve in the Church and will 

remain during their lifetime.  Deacons are helping the priests to proclaim the Gospel and assisting in the 

distribution of Holy Communion, the deacon censes the icons and people, calls the people to prayer, 

leads the litanies, and has a role in the dialogue of the Anaphora.  

 

To know more and to learn you are welcome to join the deacons training program which is held every 

Tuesday evening at 7 pm by His Grace the primate and the clergy of the diocese.  For those who are 

wishing to attend the training, please contact His Grace Bishop Hovakim Manukyan at: 

primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk 

  

mailto:primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk
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Spirituality: Armenian Church FAQ   
How did the Badarak evolve? Did St. Gregory perform the 

services we have today? 
 St Gregory the Illuminator and his contemporaries did 

not celebrate the Divine Lithurgy, or badarak, as we 

know the service today. The origin and development of 

the Armenian badarak are of a later date than the early 

fourth century, when St. Gregory the Illuminator lived 

and converted the Armenian nation to Christianity. St 

Gregory the Illuminator and his contemporaries did not 

celebrate the Divine Liturgy as we know it today. 

There is no information about the nature of the liturgies 

used in the Armenian churches prior to the fifth 

century. Since the earliest Christians came from 

northern Syria and northern Mesopotamia, it is assumed 

that they brought the liturgies used in those regions. 

These would have been in Syriac, a dialect of Aramaic, 

and were probably still in use, particularly in southern 

Armenia, until, the beginning of the fifth century. 

St. Gregory himself was educated in Caesarea, Cappadocia (modern Kayseri in central Turkey and the 

region around it), where the spoken as well as the liturgical language was koine Greek. Since after the 

conversion of Armenia St. Gregory went to Caesarea to become a bishop, it is assumed that he brought 

the liturgy, or liturgies, in use in Cappadocia. These were presumably in official use in Armenia until 

the beginning of the fifth century. 

Soon after the invention of the Armenian alphabet in the fifth century, the Armenian fathers translated 

from Greek the Divine Liturgy of St. Basil the Great (330 –379), bishop of Caesarea. This liturgy was 

probably the one that was celebrated on the eve of the Battle of Avarayr on May 25, 451. At a later date 

this liturgy was falsely attributed to St. Gregory the Illuminator, as noted in the headings of 

manuscripts. Later tradition also attributed to the St. Gregory the Armenian practice of not adding 

water to the cup and using unleavened bread for the host. 

During the late fifth or sixth centuries, four other liturgies were translated from Greek, all of them from 

neighbouring Cappadocia and now attributed to St. Gregory of Nazianzus (329 –389). By the mid-10th 

century one of these four had already become the standard badarak of the Armenian Church, while the 

other three and the Liturgy of St. Basil were ultimately forgotten in the Armenian Church. The texts of 

the liturgies of St. Basil and those of the two other liturgies of Gregory of Nazianzus are still extant, 

while the fourth has reached us only in fragments. 

In the mid -10th century the Armenian badarak began with the priest’s silent prayer following the 

Scriptural readings and the recitation of the Profession of Faith (the Creed). The service ended with the 

distribution of Holy Communion. The first part of the Preparation was done silently by the priest and 
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the second part (the Synaxis) – called Jashoo Zham in Armenian, when the Scriptural excerpts or lessons 

are read – was, and still is, a separate service or office. Sometime between the mid -10th and 12th 

centuries these two parts were added to the beginning of the Divine Liturgy. The newly added sections 

as well as the rest of the Armenian badarak were enriched with material borrowed from the Byzantine 

and Latin liturgies. During the late Middle Ages the Armenians borrowed from the Latin Rite the 

Dismissal and the reading of the Gospel of John, chapter 1:1-14. 

Since the end of the 13th century minor changes and additions have been introduced into the Armenian 

Divine Liturgy, namely some editorial revisions, hymns and the song Der Voghormya (18th century). 

There is evidence that in ancient times the Armenian Liturgy was preceded by the Liturgy of the 

Catechumens (un-baptized people preparing to become Christian) and included the Scriptural readings. 

Today, only excerpts from one of the prayers of this liturgy are extant and are included in the baptismal 

service. The catechumens were not allowed to participate in the Liturgy of the Faithful. This is still 

clearly stated by the deacon at the beginning of the Holy Sacrifice: “Let none of the catechumens, none 

of little faith and none of the penitents, nor of the unclean draw near unto this divine mystery.” Today 

the Preparation and the Synaxis replace the Liturgy of the Catechumens. 
 

Must I fast before taking Holy Communion? 
 

The answer to this question is YES. St. Paul has the 

following say about this matter in 1 Corinthians 11:27 

and 29: 

 

27. Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks the cup 
of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty of 
profaning the body and blood of the Lord.   
29. For any one who eats and drinks without discerning 
the body eats and drinks judgement upon himself.  
 
The pious Christian must approach the Holy Alter with 

a clean mind, body and heart. Confession, penance and fasting are the tools for cleansing one’s insides.  

In his Winter Sermons St. Gregory of Datev (14th century) urges all Christians to confess oor admit the 

sins they have committed every Sunday, while they still remember what they have done or said during 

the week. Failing to confess or admit one’s sins leaves one in his/her sinful state. Receiving Holy 

Communion in such a state indicates that the person treats the Holy Sacrament as a formality. 

According to the fathers of our Church, such irresponsibility and lack of reverence turns the 

Communion that the person receives from being the life-giving body of Christ to a “judgement upon” 

oneself. This point is emphasized in their writings. In fact, verse 27 from 1 Corinthians is quoted in 

homily attributed to the fifth century Armenian theologian Catholicos Hovhannes Mantagoonee, 

Homilies, Venice, 1869, p.170.  

If a person is required to eat breakfast for health reasons, he/she may do so before receiving Holy 

Communion. The dietary rule also does not apply to people who are bedridden or hospitalised.  

“Frequently Asked Questions about the Armenian Church", Very Rev. Fr. Krikor Maksoudian, St. Vartan Press, NY, 2004 
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Contact the Primate's Office for more details: 

Tel: 0208 127 8364 
Email: primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk 
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Crosses for men, women and children are available from the Primate’s office.  

Please call 0208 127 8364 or email primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk 

mailto:primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk
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Christmas Performance 
 

UNIMA-Armenia and “Karapet” Puppet Theatre 

UNIMA-Armenia is an NGO created in 1992. The main activities of UNIMA-Armenia include 

puppetry, creation of puppet theatres, and promotion of education, democracy issues, 

psychotherapy, children’s and human rights, and gender equality through puppet art. 

Starting from 1993 UNIMA-Armenia embarked on the creation of puppet theatres  in Armenia 

and Artsakh. Together with the specialists of UNIMA-Armenia, both grown-ups and children 

participated in this ongoing project being aided and supported by ICRC, W.V., UNICEF and 

UNHCR.  

The theatre's artistic director is Armenia's honoured art worker and producer Armen Safaryan.  

“Forgive me, Lord” is a puppet show performance based on Jesus Christ's parables The Prodigal 

Son, The Good Samaritan and The Rich Fool. Duration of the performance is 45 minutes.   

“Merry Christmas” is a New Year and Merry Christmas performance show in two acts. The first 

act depicts the happenings of Christmas, and the second act is a festive joyful show for children. In 

this puppet show sacred spiritual songs and hymns have been used.  More information about the 

theatre is available here. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UNIMA-Armenia's "Karapet" 

Puppet Theatre is coming to the 

UK and Ireland 

   

The theatre  will come to the UK and Ireland the second week of December. More 

details will follow. 

http://armeniandiocese.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/karapet-puppet-theatre.pdf
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A Message from the Primate Office 
 

His Grace Bishop Hovakim Manukyan wishes to inform you that at the bottom of our weekly e-

newsletter you will find the contacts of our Churches and Parishes in the UK and Ireland. Details 

are also available on the websites of the respective Churches and Parishes.  Please do not hesitate to 

contact any of these addresses if you need any help regarding Church services. You will receive a 

reply either from the Parish Council Chair or from the priest.  

 

If you encounter any kind of problems regarding communication with the above, please contact the 

Primacy (Առաջնորդարան) directly at the following address:  

 

Bishop Hovakim Manukyan 

The Primates Office 

c/o The Armenian Vicarage 

Iverna Gardens 

London, W8 6TP  

Tel: + 44 (0) 208 127 8364 

e-mail: primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk  

website : armeniandiocese.org.uk  

facebook : Diocese of The Armenian Church of Great Britain & Ireland 
 

 

mailto:primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/ArmenianChurchofGreatBritian
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Upcoming Events 
 

Bible Studies  

Thursdays  at 7:00pm, Gulbenkian Hall 

Will resume on 7th of September 

 

Divine Liturgy in Dublin  

29 October  

 

Divine Liturgy in Wales 

4 November  

Visit to Wales, Armenian Divine Liturgy in St. David's Cathedral, 

commemoration of the 10th anniversary of the memorial in Cardiff. You are 

cordially invited to join the pilgrimage. For more details please contact ladies 

committee of the Primate’s office. 

 

Meeting of the Council of Christians and Jews  

21 November 

St. Sarkis Church 

The theme of the discussion is “Inherited Trauma”  

 

Divine Liturgy in Pembroke College Oxford  

25 November  

 

Performances of UNIMA- Armenia in UK and Ireland  

December 2017 

More details will come 

 

Pilgrimage to Holy Land  

4-11th of April, 2018 

 

Youth Gathering in the Mother See of Holy Etchmiadzin 

3-6th July, 2018 

Etchmiadzin, Armenia 

 

More events will follow. Please stay tuned. 
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Worship Services in the Armenian Churches 

Services are held in the Armenian Churches in London every Sunday starting at 11:00 am.  In 
Manchester, there is a service on the 1st Sunday of the month.  For further details, please contact 
the parish nearest to you:  
 

 
Holy Trinity Armenian Church 

229 Upper Brook Street 
Manchester, M13 0FY 

Tel: 0161 273 1074 
www.armenianchurchmanchester.org 

1st SUNDAY OF THE MONTH 
 

 

 
St. Yeghiche Cathedral 
13b Cranley Gardens 

Kensington, London SW7 3BB 
Tel: 020 7373 8133 

www.styeghiche.org.uk/ 

 

 
St. Sarkis Church 
Iverna Gardens 

Kensington, London, W8 6TP 
Tel: 020 7937 0152 

www.stsarkisparish.co.uk 

Other Parishes of our Diocese: 
 

Cardiff - Tel: + 44 771 279 2304, +44 2920779248 | john@jagproperties.co.uk  
Dublin - Tel: +44 2891 863559 | www.armenians.ie  
Birmingham – Tel: +44 121 675 1469 | St John’s Church, Stratford Road, Birmingham, B11 4EA  
Oxford - Tel: +44 7810 490242 | armenian.society@studentsclub.ox.ac.uk 

 
 
 

We invite those who have questions or wish to gain deeper 
understanding of the faith, moral discernment, teachings and 
traditions of the Armenian Church to contact the Office of 
the Diocese of the Armenian Church in United Kingdom and 
Ireland: 

His Grace Bishop Hovakim Manukyan     
The Primate’s Office 
c/o The Armenian Vicarage 
Iverna Gardens 
London, W8 6TP 
 

Tel: 0208 127 8364 
Email: primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk  
Website : armeniandiocese.org.uk  
Facebook : Diocese of The Armenian Church of Great Britain & 
Ireland 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Primate thanks Nyraff Ltd & the 
Tanielian family for their continued 
support to ACT UK and the ASF 

 

 

http://www.armenianchurchmanchester.org/
http://www.stsarkisparish.co.uk/
mailto:john@jagproperties.co.uk
http://www.armenians.ie/
mailto:armenian.society@studentsclub.ox.ac.uk
mailto:primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk
http://armeniandiocese.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/Diocese-of-The-Armenian-Church-of-Great-Britain-Ireland-1970468496556946/?hc_ref=ARQImBfEWWKO1SLKQ5Ek60SAl1_Iq58-bq8B7ZgR1ArWkQ4S0j60DeFAj3XAFVpg8n4
https://www.facebook.com/Diocese-of-The-Armenian-Church-of-Great-Britain-Ireland-1970468496556946/?hc_ref=ARQImBfEWWKO1SLKQ5Ek60SAl1_Iq58-bq8B7ZgR1ArWkQ4S0j60DeFAj3XAFVpg8n4

