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The 6th Armenia-Diaspora Pan-Armenian Conference kicked off at the Karen Demirtchyan 

Complex in Yerevan on 16 September. RA Minister of Diaspora Hranush Hakobyan, His 

Holiness Karekin II, Catholicos of All Armenians, President of the Republic of Armenia 

Serzh Sargsyan, 

President of the 

Artsakh Republic Bako 

Sahakyan and and His 

Holiness Aram I, 

Catholicos of the Great 

House of Cilicia 

participated in the 

opening ceremony with 

their speeches and 

blessing. Read the 

Catholicos’ message 

here.  

 

Bishop Hovakim Grace Bishop Hovakim Manukyan attended the conference in Yerevan. 

Also a number of representatives of the Armenian community joined from the UK, such as 

Asadour Guzelian, Raffi Tanielian, Tatiana Der Avedisian, Seda Tighe, Hratch 

Kouyoumjian, Vazken Kasseamdjian, Manuel Atamian, Paul & Isobel Manook, Lili Atamian, 

Bagrad Nazarian, Vartan Ouzunian, Garen Arevian, Janet Khachaturian, Alenoush 

Grigorians, and Zvart Stepanian.  
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It was an eventful conference, with various sessions dedicated to various issues such as the development of 

Armenia’s economy, regional challenges, the national security agenda, the foreign policy agenda, the elimination 

of the consequences of the Armenian Genocide and the preservation of the Armenian identity. There were also 2 

roundtable discussions about the creation of a Pan-Armenian Council and the plans for organising and 

conducting the celebrations dedicated to the 100th anniversary of the declaration of the Republic of Armenia, the 

100th anniversary of the Battles of May and the 2,800th anniversary of Erebouni-Yerevan. 

 

  
Raffi Tanielian with Bishop Nareg Berberian      Bishop Hovakim Manukyan with the delegates 

 

His Grace Bishop Hovakim Manukyan met several 

representatives of the Armenian community from all 

over the world.  

Raffi Tanielian and Bishop Hovakim Manukyan also 

met Garo Palian, one of the first Armenian members of 

the Turkish parliament and an inspiring and brave 

person. He is an outspoken person who stands for 

justice in modern Turkey.  We as a community are 

proud of him and have to support him.   
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News from Holy Etchmiadzin 
 

On September 24, at the newly opened "Garegin A" educational center of the Mother See of Holy 

Etchmiadzin, a ceremony of handing awards was held. His Holiness Karekin II, handed the "Saint 

Sahak-Saint Mesrop" Honorary Order of the Armenian Apostolic Holy Church to the producer Erik 

Israyelyan and film director Terry George for the film "Promise".  

  
 

During the Divine Liturgy on the same day a requiem service was conducted for the late Catholicos of 

All Armenians, Karekin I, Kirk Kerkorian and Chris Cornell at the Mother Cathedral of Holy 

Etchmiadzin. 

 

 
 

https://www.armenianchurch.org/index.jsp?sid=3&nid=3573&y=2017&m=8&d=25
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Another positive news 

was the opening the Haig 

and Elza Didizian 

"Master's School" Youth 

Center of Yerevan, 

which Bishop Hovakim 

Manukyan attended 

along with the members 

of the brotherhood Holy 

Etchmiadzin, officials of 

the Government of 

Armenia; AGBU 

President Mr. Berge 

Setrakian; benefactors of 

the Mother See, AGBU 

members and other 

guests.  The Youth Center will be operating under the auspices of the Mother See of Holy Etchmiadzin, 

and has been renovated by the “Yerevan- My Love” Foundation.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The modern facilities of the centre will offer social-educational, cultural treatment for children with 

physical disabilities, and refugee and displaced children, who are deprived of adequate care, as well as 

those from socially vulnerable groups. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Aqy4AFEv5RQ&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Aqy4AFEv5RQ&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Aqy4AFEv5RQ&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Aqy4AFEv5RQ&feature=youtu.be
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Visit To Manchester  

On 1 October 2017, Bishop Hovakim Manukyan visited Holy 

Trinity Church in Manchester along with the representatives 

of the ACYO London. The celebrant was Rev. Fr. Nerces 

Nersesian.  

 

Bishop Hovakim Manukyan delivered a sermon about 

reflecting the role of Christianity in shaping the Armenian 

culture and identity. At the end of the service, there were 

blessings of students. Also after the service, there was a lively 

reception organised by the community. Manchester ACYO 

representative Nairi Shirvanian made a presentation about her 

recent visit to Romania and Bishop presented his youth 

projects. After which, ACYO London youth made 

presentations on their own activities. Overall, it was an 

interesting day which everyone enjoyed.  
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News in Brief 

 

On September 13, 2017, Rev. Fr. Shnork Bagdassarian attended 

The funeral of the former Archbishop of Westminster Cardinal 

Cormac Murphy-O'Connor at the Westminster Cathedral along 

with 1,200 mourners.  

The popular and much-loved cardinal, who was the leader of the 

Roman Catholic Church in England and Wales until retiring in 

2009, died on September 1 from cancer.  

(Image credit: CBCEW 2017) 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A group of  Piligrims from London visited Mother See of Holy Etchmiadzin as a part of their piligrimage 

and met His Holiness Karekin II. They also visited Tsitsernakaberd Armenian Genocide Memorial, 

Matenadaran, Monastery of Geghardavank, Kecharis Monastery, and many other memorable and 

important landmarks, churches and monasteries. The group is still in Armenia and we’ll have a more 

detailed update about their trip in the next issue. 
 

 

On September 23, 2017, His Grace Bishop Hovakim 

Manukyan and other guests attended the Musaler memorial in 

Armavir, commemorating the Armenian resistance, which 

lasted for 53 days, from July to September 1915.  
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His Eminence Archbishop Nathan invited His Grace Bishop Hovakim 

Manukyan to the presentation of newly published “The Liturgy of Hours,” 

“Divine Liturgy” of the Armenian Church as well as “1000 Songs of Gomidas” 

with European music notes and the launching of the website of 

www.armenianmusic.am. Bishop Hovakim says ‘I recommend all of you to 

visit this website. It is run by the foundation called “Spiritual Renascence.” 

You can find any spiritual and folk music in the webpage in Eastern and 

Western Armenian, English and Russian’.  

 

 

 

By the invitation of the Primate His Grace Bishop Hovakim Manukyan, Mr. Petros Aslanyan, chair of 

the ASF committee, Mrs. Hermineh Cherchian, Mrs. Rita Barseghian joined ACT UK executive 

committee. ACT UK executive committee in its board has also representatives of ACYO London chapter 

and Ladies Committee. 

 

 
 

 

We have a brand new Facebook page!  

Please like and follow us and spread the word – many exciting news and 

events are coming up soon!  

  

http://www.armenianmusic.am/
https://www.facebook.com/Diocese-of-The-Armenian-Church-of-Great-Britain-Ireland-1970468496556946/?hc_ref=ARQImBfEWWKO1SLKQ5Ek60SAl1_Iq58-bq8B7ZgR1ArWkQ4S0j60DeFAj3XAFVpg8n4
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Deacon Training Programme 
The Deacon Training Programme at St. Sarkis Church, 

will take place every Tuesday, starting from 3 October 

2017, where Deacons in training attend church and are 

instructed in the traditions of serving at the altar.  

 

For those who are wishing to attend the training, please 

contact His Grace Bishop Hovakim Manukyan at: 

primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk 

 
 

 

mailto:primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk
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K Tahta Armenian Community Sunday school's Governing Body and Headteacher are looking to 

appoint an enthusiastic, committed, motivated Western Armenian teacher to join our school.  

 

We are a warm, friendly school and are seeking to appoint someone who: 

• is highly motivated, enthusiastic and has a passion for teaching and learning 

• fluent in reading, writing and speaking in Western Armenian 

• puts children at the heart of everything they do 

• approachable and with effective communication skills 

• has an excellent knowledge of the curriculum, experienced (preferred but not 

essential) 

• is passionate about preparing children for lifelong learning, inspirational and innovative 

• has high expectations of learning, achievement and behaviour 

• is committed to raising standards 

• shares and supports the ethos of the school 

• works well as part of a team 

• works in partnership with parents and colleagues 

• is an integral part of our school community and committed to team work. 

 

We can offer: 

• a warm and friendly working environment 

• well behaved pupils who are proud of their school 

• giving essential teacher's training 

• a supportive and dedicated team of staff 

• a commitment to children’s learning 

 

 

Visits to the school are strongly recommended. Please call 0785 483 8073 for an appointment. 

Please send your CV to our school's email : info@armenianschool.org.uk 
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Contact the Primate's Office for more details: 

Tel: 0208 127 8364 
Email: primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk 
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Crosses for men, women and children are available from the Primate’s office.  

Please call 0208 127 8364 or email primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk 

mailto:primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk
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Support People Fighting Cancer in Armenia 
Support RUN for LIVES Campaign 

 

 

On October 8th, a team of international people are running the Oxford Half Marathon for 

the ANI HAYKUNI Cancer Treatment Support Foundation to raise funds for chemotherapy 

courses of breast cancer patients from poor and low-income families in Armenia. 

Ani Haykuni, the Founder of the organization is fighting cancer herself, but she’s dedicated 

to her mission of helping people in her home country Armenia. She was diagnosed with 

cancer in July 2015, two months prior to her departure for Oxford to do an MBA. A year 

after her diagnosis she was able to join Oxford. Ani graduated from the program two weeks 

ago. 

Please support the RUN for LIVES Campaign through this website: 

 

You can read Ani’s story here 

 

In case of questions, please write to: ani@anihaykunifoundation.com 
 

 

 

https://www.generosity.com/fundraising/run-for-lives/x/6935278
https://www.sbs.ox.ac.uk/programmes/degrees/oxford-mba/news-0/fighting-cancer-andstudying-
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Christmas Performance 
 

UNIMA-Armenia and “Karapet” Puppet Theatre 

UNIMA-Armenia is an NGO created in 1992. The main activities of UNIMA-Armenia include 

puppetry, creation of puppet theatres, and promotion of education, democracy issues, 

psychotherapy, children’s and human rights, and gender equality through puppet art. 

Starting from 1993 UNIMA-Armenia embarked on the creation of puppet theatres  in Armenia 

and Artsakh. Together with the specialists of UNIMA-Armenia, both grown-ups and children 

participated in this ongoing project being aided and supported by ICRC, W.V., UNICEF and 

UNHCR.  

The theatre's artistic director is Armenia's honoured art worker and producer Armen Safaryan.  

“Forgive me, Lord” is a puppet show performance based on Jesus Christ's parables The Prodigal 

Son, The Good Samaritan and The Rich Fool. Duration of the performance is 45 minutes.   

“Merry Christmas” is a New Year and Merry Christmas performance show in two acts. The first 

act depicts the happenings of Christmas, and the second act is a festive joyful show for children. In 

this puppet show sacred spiritual songs and hymns have been used.  More information about the 

theatre is available here. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UNIMA-Armenia's "Karapet" 

Puppet Theatre is coming to the 

UK and Ireland 

   

The theatre  will come to the UK and Ireland the second week of December. More 

details will follow. 

http://armeniandiocese.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/karapet-puppet-theatre.pdf
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A Message from the Primate Office 
 

His Grace Bishop Hovakim Manukyan wishes to inform you that at the bottom of our weekly e-

newsletter you will find the contacts of our Churches and Parishes in the UK and Ireland. Details 

are also available on the websites of the respective Churches and Parishes.  Please do not hesitate to 

contact any of these addresses if you need any help regarding Church services. You will receive a 

reply either from the Parish Council Chair or from the priest.  

 

If you encounter any kind of problems regarding communication with the above, please contact the 

Primacy (Առաջնորդարան) directly at the following address:  

 

Bishop Hovakim Manukyan 

The Primates Office 

c/o The Armenian Vicarage 

Iverna Gardens 

London, W8 6TP  

Tel: + 44 (0) 208 127 8364 

e-mail: primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk (please note our NEW email address) 
website : armeniandiocese.org.uk  

facebook : Հայոց Առաջնորդարան https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100014906651446 
 

 

mailto:primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100014906651446
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100014906651446
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Upcoming Events 
 

Bible Studies  

Thursdays  at 7:00pm, Gulbenkian Hall 

Will resume on 7th of September 

 

Presentation by ACYO London team about the Romanian Conference 

Sunday 1st October 

Manchester 

The presentation will cover events of a trip to Romania by ACYO UK, with 

afterward discussion and reception food and drink. 

 

Presentation by ACYO London team about the Romanian Conference 

Saturday 7th October 

18:00, Gulbenkian hall (Next to St Sarkis Church)  

The presentation will cover events of a trip to Romania by ACYO UK, with 

afterward discussion and reception food and drink. 

 

ASF Wrap-up Meeting 

Sunday, 8th October 

14:30-16:00, Armenian Vicarage, W8 6TP 

The Primate and the Chair of the committee are delighted to invite all volunteers 

who helped to organise the event. It is an opportunity to thank them as well as to 

decide the date of the next ASF. 

 

Feast of Holy Translator 

Saturday, 14th October  

Translation of Holy Scripts and its Importance for Armenian Church, lecture and 

afterwards reception food and drink 

 

Divine Liturgy and Blessings of Youth  

Sunday, 15th October 

St. Yeghiche Church 

Arrangements will be made for the students of Saturday and Sunday schools to 

attend the event. All university students are invited to join. A reception will 

follow the liturgy.  

Divine Liturgy in Dublin  

29 October  
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Divine Liturgy in Wales 

4 November  

Visit to Wales, Armenian Divine Liturgy in St. David's Cathedral, commemoration of 

the 10th anniversary of the memorial in Cardiff. You are cordially invited to join the 

pilgrimage. For more details please contact ladies committee of the Primate’s office. 

 

Meeting of the Council of Christians and Jews  

21 November 

St. Sarkis Church 

The theme of the discussion is “Inherited Trauma”  

 

Divine Liturgy in Pembroke College Oxford  

25 November  

 

Performances of UNIMA- Armenia in UK and Ireland  

December 2017 

More details will come 

 

Pilgrimage to Holy Land  

4-11th of April, 2018 

 

Youth Gathering in the Mother See of Holy Etchmiadzin 

3-6th July, 2018 

Etchmiadzin, Armenia 

 

More events will follow. Please stay tuned. 
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Prayer Intentions for September: 

 

We pray for all students who will start 

their studies and pursue higher 

education, especially for those who 

are away from their homes and loved 

ones. 
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Worship Services in the Armenian Churches 

Services are held in the Armenian Churches in London every Sunday starting at 11:00 am.  In 
Manchester, there is a service on the 1st Sunday of the month.  For further details, please contact 
the parish nearest to you:  
 

 
Holy Trinity Armenian Church 

229 Upper Brook Street 
Manchester, M13 0FY 

Tel: 0161 273 1074 
www.armenianchurchmanchester.org/ 

1st SUNDAY OF THE MONTH 
 

 

 
St. Yeghiche Cathedral 
13b Cranley Gardens 

Kensington, London SW7 3BB 
Tel: 020 7373 8133 

http://www.styeghiche.org.uk/ 

 

 
St. Sarkis Church 
Iverna Gardens 

Kensington, London, W8 6TP 
Tel: 020 7937 0152 

http://www.stsarkisparish.co.uk 

Other Parishes of our Diocese: 
 

Cardiff - Tel: + 44 771 279 2304, +44 2920779248 | john@jagproperties.co.uk  
Dublin - Tel: +44 2891 863559 | www.armenians.ie  
Birmingham – Tel: +44 121 675 1469 | St John’s Church, Stratford Road, Birmingham, B11 4EA  
Oxford - Tel: +44 7810 490242 | armenian.society@studentsclub.ox.ac.uk 

 
 
 

We invite those who have questions or wish to gain deeper 
understanding of the faith, moral discernment, teachings and 
traditions of the Armenian Church to contact the Office of 
the Diocese of the Armenian Church in United Kingdom and 
Ireland: 

His Grace Bishop Hovakim Manukyan     
The Primate’s Office 
c/o The Armenian Vicarage 
Iverna Gardens 
London, W8 6TP 
 

Tel: 0208 127 8364 
Email: primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk  
Website : armeniandiocese.org.uk  
Facebook : Diocese of The Armenian Church of Great Britain & 
Ireland 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Primate thanks Nyraff Ltd & the 
Tanielian family for their continued 
support to ACT UK and the ASF 

 

 

http://www.armenianchurchmanchester.org/
http://www.styeghiche.org.uk/
http://www.stsarkisparish.co.uk/
mailto:john@jagproperties.co.uk
http://www.armenians.ie/
mailto:armenian.society@studentsclub.ox.ac.uk
mailto:primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk
http://armeniandiocese.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/Diocese-of-The-Armenian-Church-of-Great-Britain-Ireland-1970468496556946/?hc_ref=ARQImBfEWWKO1SLKQ5Ek60SAl1_Iq58-bq8B7ZgR1ArWkQ4S0j60DeFAj3XAFVpg8n4
https://www.facebook.com/Diocese-of-The-Armenian-Church-of-Great-Britain-Ireland-1970468496556946/?hc_ref=ARQImBfEWWKO1SLKQ5Ek60SAl1_Iq58-bq8B7ZgR1ArWkQ4S0j60DeFAj3XAFVpg8n4

