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On August 21 st, His Grace Bishop Hovakim Manukyan has sent a letter to His
Holiness KAREKIN II, Supreme Patriarch and Catholicos of All Armenians to
congratulate him on His 66th birthday on behalf of the faithful of the diocese
of the Armenian Church in the United Kingdom and Ireland.
The birthday and the name day of the Catholicos of All Armenians are unique
occasions in the life of the Church. Usually apart from sending regular
birthday wishes the members of the brotherhood of the Mother See of Holy
Etchmiadzin, employees of the Holy See as well as faithful members of the
Armenian Church visit His Holiness to convey their best wishes and pray to
God for the longevity of their spiritual father.
This year was not unusual and members of brotherhood, clergy and laity
visited and congratulated His Holiness. T here is a special anthem that is sung
for the head of the Armenian Church:
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Ամեն հայի սրտից բխած,
Լսիր այս ձայն, ով Աստված.
Երկար կյանք տուր Հայրապետին,
Երկար օրեր Հայոց Հոր.
Տեր, անսասան պահիր դու միշտ
Քո իսկ հիմնած Մայր Աթոռ։

2

Armenian Church News

Divine Liturgy in St. Yeghiche Church
Sunday, 20th August, Bishop Hovakim Manukyan
celebrated Divine Liturgy in St. Yeghiche Church
and delivered a message based on the Biblical
reading of the day.
Commenting on the passage from the second letter
of St. Paul to the Corinthians “For we are the
temple of the living God”, he said “it is natural that
when we refer to the temple we usually think of
building and the Church edifice comes to our mind
in the first place.
It is true especially for us, Armenians. It is so
sacred and important for us that we sacrifice a lot
of time, energy and resources to erect Churches,
decorate them with icons, crosses and maintain it,
we do solemn dedications and consecrate it with
Holy Myron. It is part of our culture and
spirituality. It is our legacy and we are proud of it.
We believe that God dwells in there.
We celebrate liturgies and receive Holy Communion in churches, we baptise our children and have
weddings. It is the centre of the community and it is the place where we gather also on sad occasions, to
say farewell to our loved ones who depart from this world in peace.
Have we ever thought that the same attitude we should have with ourselves as we are temples of living
God? We are adopted by God during our Baptism and we receive the Holy Spirit during the
confirmation. Like the sacred buildings of the Church, we are also temples of God and we are supposed
to maintain ourselves as holy as possible.
As Christians, we have to be different because St. Paul says “What agreement is there between the
temple of God and idols?” This is an invitation to us to pursue a life free of sin. Can we achieve
this? Sometimes people have a feeling that it is extremely difficult to pursue a Christian life in a secular
society. There is a general perception that religion is a private matter and more cultural aspects of the
religion are observed. I have an argument here. Let me give you an example. Would it be wise if
someone is in ill health and does not see his/her doctor? People concentrate on the physiological aspects
of their ill health but ignore the spiritual ones. This may sound harsh but this is the sad reality of the
modern life.
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Hovhannes Mandakouni, who was the Armenian Catholicos in the 5th century, writes “if you do
not know that you are in sin, God will forgive you. But when you found out that you are in sin, you
have to confess and repent.” The healing process happens when we get cleansed from our sins. We
need to attend Church and listen carefully to the text that deacons read before the confession.
It is not easy to live the life that Bible teaches us either. The path of Christians is narrow. However,
it is possible. We have the example of the saints. They were simple people like us. The Armenian
Church celebrates the feast of Assumption of Sourb Asdvadzazin for 9 days according to canons set
by Nerses the Gracious, XII century Patriarch. St. Mary herself was an ordinary girl. But she had
two virtues: humbleness and commitment. And she made it. She became the vessel for the son of
God. If we have these virtues God will dwell in us and everything will be possible with the help of
God."
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The Gospel of Sunday, August 27th

Mark 4:35-40
Jesus Calms the Storm

“35

That day when evening came, he said to his disciples, “Let us go over to the other

side.” 36 Leaving the crowd behind, they took him along, just as he was, in the boat. There were also
other boats with him.
37

A furious squall came up, and the waves broke over the boat, so that it was nearly

swamped. 3 8 Jesus was in the stern, sleeping on a cushion. The disciples woke him and said to him,
“Teacher, don’t you care if we drown?”
39

He got up, rebuked the wind and said to the waves, “Quiet! Be still!”Then the wind died down

and it was completely calm.
40

He said to his disciples, “Why are you so afraid? Do you still have no faith?”
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Interpretation
In this chapter from the Gospel of St. Mark Jesus manifests his divinity by exercising authority
over nature. According to Old Testament, God alone has the power to subdue the raging seas (Ps.
89:9; 93; 107:28-29). This Biblical background alarms the disciples and prompts their question;
Who then is this…? (4:41). As a Son of God Jesus also has authority over the nature.
The episode at the sea signifies the drama of Christian life. All of God’s children embark with
Christ on a life that is full of dangerous storms, especially attacks from evil spirits and
temptations of the flesh. Church fathers have written hymns and songs about this episode
comparing our life with stormed seas and Jesus with the good captain who leads us to peaceful
harbour. St. Mesrop Mashtots writes“ the storm of life is troubling me, the storm is the enemy

that hits me, good captain protects my life” (Ծով կենցաղոյս հանապազ զիս ալէկոծէ,
Մրրկեալ ալիք թշնամին զիս յարուցանէ, Նաւապետ բարի, լեր անձին իմոյ ապաւէն).
Indeed, our lives are full of troubles and sometimes we face situations that is beyond our power
to cope with. This is why we must learn to trust Christ daily since he alone can restrain these
forces and bring us to the safe harbour of salvation.
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Gunnersbury Tennis Tournament

On Saturday, 26th of August almost 30 people joined us to celebrate our 2nd All Armenian
London Tennis Tournament at Gunnersbury Tennis Club. Among them they were parents,
families and friends supporting our young and enthusiast tennis players. We had players from
almost every level, beginners and professionals., which made the tournament very fun and
same time competitive for those who were already played against each other before and knew
they have to play their best to win.
Bishop Hovakim Manukyan’s presence was a gift for all of us and made this event more
enthusiastic for everybody. This event was hosted by GTC members and the couple, Roubina
Der Avanessian and Emin Der Kureghian. Dickran Bedrossian also was in charge of running the
tournament and coaching some little and senior beginners. Nice food and dessert were provided
by the hosts, and at the end we had prizes for 1st, 2nd, 3rd and 4th places, which presented by
Cach Dickran himself. Here are the winners' names:
1. Mark Bedrossian 2. Karin Bedrossian 3. Vatche Churchian 4. Roubina DerAvanessian
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In Memoriam of Mrs. Hripsime Alexanian
On August 23 rd His Grace Bishop Hovakim Manukyan officiated the funeral service of late Mrs
HRIPSIME ALEXANIAN (Nee Ghazarian) in St. Sarkis Church who entered to Eternal Rest on
Monday 14th of August, 2017 after a short illness, aged 91, and did send his condolences to her
daughter and family members.

Hripsime Alexanian,
2 September 1925 – 14t h August 2017
nd

The London Armenian community, particularly the Armenian church, lost one of its most active and
dedicated members, Hripsime Alexanian on the 14th of August 2017.
Hripsime was born in Troodos, Cyprus on 2nd September 1925 - the middle child of Parsegh and
Antaram Ghazarian and sister to her beloved brothers Minas and Antranik. The family had settled there
from their home in Bitlis, Armenia. A generous, spirited family with deep rooted Armenian values held
to the core .
She married Simon in 1958 and they made London their home in 1959.
She served as a member of the Ladies Committee of the Armenian Church for many years.
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She was a dedicated wife, a wonderful mother and grandmother, a sincere friend and a hospitable
and generous person. Hripsime will be fondly remembered by all those who had the privilege of
knowing her.
Hripsime's legendary dinner parties were wonderful social events that brought together the leaders
of the London Armenian organisations, thus helping to create a spirit of unity and friendship.
The Alexanians were always ready to extend a helping hand to Armenians in need, particularly
Armenian students. In the Sixties and Seventies not a weekend passed by when various 'Vartabeds '
Studying in London or Oxford would come knocking on the door at Sidmouth Road to enjoy some
traditional Armenian food and a warm welcome. Amongst such students was Karekin Sarkissian,
the late Catholicos of All Armenians.
In the 1970s Hripsime and Simon contributed greatly to the establishment of the Diocese of the
Armenian Church of Great Britain.
In the services to our community and church, Hripsime and Simon complemented each other in
many ways. Friends of the Alexanians will remember how proud and happy Hripsime was when her
husband received the Nerces Shnorhaly medal from His Holiness Vasken I, Catholicos of all
Armenians, in 1982 for services rendered to the church and community.
In February 2001 it was Simon's turn to be proud of his beloved wife, as she too received the Nerces
Shnorhaly medal.
Finally Hripsime was a wonderful daughter to her parents, dedicated wife to her husband, loving
and caring mother and grandmother to her daughter Anna and grandson Charles as well as dear
“Horak” to Chris, Marie, Allan and Michael, but above all a true friend of the Armenian
Community in London.

May God rest Hripsime's soul in Eternal Peace.
"Յիշատակն արդարոյն օրհնութեամբ եղիցի: Ամէն"
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In Memoriam: Bishop Narek Shakarian Enters His
Eternal Rest

On the morning of 20 August, after 85 years of life, His Grace Bishop Narek Shakarian entered
his eternal rest following a long term illness. He was one of the senior members of the
Brotherhood of the Mother See of Holy Etchmiadzin and a bless monk of the Armenian Holy
Apostolic Church.
The Public farewell of Bishop Narek took place on 22 nd August in Armenia, his native
Gyumri's Yotverk Holy Mother of God Church.
A requiem service was offered at 18:00. On 23rd August Divine Liturgy was celebrated during
which last rites and interment services were offered.
The burial services took place in the cemetery of the brotherhood of Holy Etchmiadzin.
You can read the biography of late Bishop Narek by clicking here.
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The Upcoming Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross
“Far be it for me to glory except
in the cross of our Lord Jesus
Christ.”(St Paul, Galatians 6:14).
Like all Christians, Armenians recognize the
cross to be the consummate symbol of Jesus’
death and resurrection, and through them,
of God’s abiding presence in our lives.
The Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross
(the Feast of Khachveratz) is the last one of
the five cardinal feasts or Daghavars.
It commemorates the emancipation of the
Cross of Christ from Persia and elevation of
it on Calvary in Jerusalem.

The story of this event is as follows:
When the Persian King, King Khosrov, occupied Jerusalem in 610 (AD.), he carried also the
Cross of Christ with him to Persia as a bondage in order to insult the Christian community. In
628 (A. D.) Emperor Heracles of Constantinople conquered Persia and emancipated the Cross of
Christ from the bondage and brought it back to Jerusalem.
The Armenian people also have their own version of this event. When the Cross was
emancipated from Persia, it was brought first to Garin (a city in Armenia), and it was carried
through Armenia into Constantinople and then to Jerusalem. Patriarch Zakariah of Jerusalem
decorated the Cross with roses and flowers and erected it on the Hill of Calvary. On this
occasion the Church of Jerusalem celebrated the emancipation of the Cross of Christ with great
honour and much enthusiasm in order to inspire the people with the spiritual meaning of the
Cross.
One mountain top of Garin is called Khachapayd (the wood of the Holy Cross). When the Cross
was carried from Persia to Jerusalem, the carriers passed through a road on this mountain. This is
the reason why this mountain top is called the Khachapayd. Also, for the same reason an
Armenian convent near the City of Garin is called Khachga Vank (the Convent of the Cross).
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The Armenian Church celebrates the Feast of the
Dedication of the Holy Cross (Navagadeek Srpo
Khacheen) and the Exaltation of the Holy Cross
(Khachverats) on the Saturday and Sunday
nearest September 14.
In the evening of the Exaltation, the priest,
deacons, choir and altar servers form a solemn
procession (Antasdan).
Adorned on a tray with fragrant basil, the cross is
carried around the church. At each of the four
compass points the procession pauses for a
Gospel reading. The celebrant repeats the refrain,
“Lord have mercy”.
He then elevates the relic of the holy cross and
offers a blessing for that part of the world and all
that it symbolizes: in the East, the Armenian
Catholicate and holy See of Etchmiadzin with all
the clergy of the Armenian Church;
in the West, the world’s principalities, governments and peoples; in the South, the harvest; and in
the North, all churches and monasteries of the world.
Processing from one side of the church to the other in the form of a cross, the choir sings, “Holy
God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, who were crucified for us, have mercy on us.” The
meaning of the ritual could not be more clear: through the holy cross salvation has come into the
whole world.
Following the procession, the veneration of the cross takes place.
_________________________________________________________
Sources: Diocese of the Armenian Church of the UK and Ireland website
The Armenian Church Liturgical Series

This year's feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross takes place
Sunday, 17th of September. Please see the Upcoming Events
section for more details.
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Spirituality
Baptism in the Armenian Church

The Christian journey begins with a powerful, ancient act: a priest immerses the child in water
and announces, “This (the name) servant of God, who has come from catechumen to baptism, is

baptised in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit and having been
bought by the blood of Christ from servitude of sin, receiving adoption of the heavenly Father,
becomes heir of Christ and a temple of the Holy Spirit.”
The Lord Jesus himself received baptism and chrismation in the river Jordan. He was baptised
with water at the hands of John the Forerunner and thus showed his solidarity with sinful men
(Matthew 3:16-18). He expected his followers to be baptised the same way that he was, and so
instructed his disciples (Matthew 28:1-9).
What is Baptism?
Simply put, baptism is our death, burial, and resurrection in union with Jesus Christ. It is a rite
of passage, given by Christ to the Church as an entrance into the Kingdom of God and eternal
life. The apostle Paul describes the promise of God in this sacrament when he writes, “Therefore
we were buried with Him through baptism into death, that just as Christ was raised from the
dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.” (Romans 6:4)
14
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When Should I Baptise My Child?
Church canons advise baptism on the eighth
day after birth. In any case, parents are
advised to baptise their child as soon as
possible. A Christening in the Armenian
Orthodox Church includes the three most
important

sacraments

ceremony:

Baptism,

in

one

Confirmation

(Chrismation) and Holy Communion (Holy
Eucharist). Baptism is the first sacrament,
and is essential if we want to receive any
other sacrament.
This momentous event embodies a wealth
of meanings: of being washed or forgiven of
sin, of being born again into a new way of
life, of entering the life and community, of
the universal Church, of being anointed by
the Holy Spirit,

of renouncing,

self-

centeredness, and of promising to live in
Christ’s love and service.
Christ himself was baptised by John, not because He was sinful and needed to repent, but because
through His own baptism He showed that He was God’s Beloved Son, the Saviour, the Messiah, the
“Lamb of God who takes upon himself the sins of the world.”
What Results from Baptism?
A dying to sin daily in our lives: St. Paul writes to the Colossians (Col. 2:12) concerning baptism,
“Therefore put to death your members which are on the earth: fornication, uncleanness, passion, evil
desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry.” (Colossians 3:5)
A resurrection of righteousness: A dynamic and real life in Christ on earth now, joined with Him in His
glorified humanity and indwelt by God Himself. Our life in Christ, our new birth and entrance into the
Kingdom of God holds the promise of everlasting life.
An intimate and continual communion with God: We are raised to new life with the purpose of union
and communion with God. Baptism is the beginning of eternal life. Peter writes how baptism saves us,
“…It is not the mere removal of dirt from our bodies, but provides us with a ‘good conscience toward
God’.”
15
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What is the Role of Godfather (or
Godparents)?
As infant baptism took hold in early
Christianity, there was a need for
someone to step in as a sponsor and
provide the required confession of
faith before baptism. Therefore, the
Godfather plays a sacramental role in
the ceremony.

According to the

Armenian Church canons, Godfather
should be a member of the Armenian
Apostolic Church.

Just before baptism the priest asks the Godfather three times: “ What does this child requests from
God”? He answers back each time saying: “Faith, Hope, Love and Baptism. To be baptised and
justified, to be cleansed of sins, to be freed from demons, and to serve God.” In the Armenian
Church there can be only one Godfather.
If Godfather is married, his wife automatically becomes Godmother. The role of Godmother is to
assist mother in dressing and undressing the child, offering all kinds of practical assistance to the
parents.
In addition to sponsoring the child's christening, Godfather and Godmother are charged with the
duty of overseeing the child's spiritual instruction.

Guidelines
Please try to schedule your baptism ceremony at least two months in advance by
calling the church office. The office will provide the parents additional details
and forms at that time. It is essential to meet the priest prior to baptism and
address all your concerns.
According to the Armenian Church canons, a Baptism may only be performed
once in a person’s lifetime, provided such Baptism has been performed in a
Christian Church and in the name of the Holy Trinity.
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Deacon Training Programme

The Deacon Training Programme was re-launched on
25th January 2017 at St. Sarkis Church. Every
Wednesday, Deacons in training attend church and are
instructed in the traditions of serving at the altar.
For those who are wishing to attend the training, please
contact His Grace Bishop Hovakim Manukyan at:
primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk
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Contact the Primate's Office for more details:
Tel: 0208 127 8364
Email: primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk
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Tateossian crosses with chain for men, women and children are available from the
Primate's Office in 14ct gold, 9ct gold plated sterling silver and sterling silver.
There is a writing on the back of the cross: "Armenian Church in UK & Ireland".
The size of the chain is as follows:
For men: 19"
For women: 16"
For children: 14"
The dimensions of the crosses for men, women and children are the same as follows:
Depth (cm) 0.26
Length (cm) 2.4
Width (cm) 1.2
Prices for the cross with the chain are:
Sterling silver: £150
9 ct gold plated sterling silver: £195
14 ct gold £995

Please contact the Primate's Office to buy:
Tel: 0208 127 8364
Email: primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk
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Christmas Performance
UNIMA-Armenia and “Karapet” Puppet Theatre
UNIMA-Armenia is an NGO created in 1992. The main activities of UNIMA-Armenia include
puppetry, creation of puppet theatres, and promotion of education, democracy issues,
psychotherapy, children’s and human rights, and gender equality through puppet art.
Starting from 1993 UNIMA-Armenia embarked on the creation of puppet theatres in Armenia
and Artsakh. Together with the specialists of UNIMA-Armenia, both grown-ups and children
participated in this ongoing project being aided and supported by ICRC, W.V., UNICEF and
UNHCR.
The theatre's artistic director is Armenia's honoured art worker and producer Armen Safaryan.
“Forgive me, Lord” is a puppet show performance based on Jesus Christ's parables The Prodigal
Son, The Good Samaritan and The Rich Fool . Duration of the performance is 45 minutes.
“Merry Christmas” is a New Year and Merry Christmas performance show in two acts. The first
act depicts the happenings of Chrismas, and the second act is a festive joyful show for children. In
this puppet show sacred spiritual songs and hymns have been used. More information about the
theatre is available here.

UNIMA-Armenia's "Karapet"
Puppet Theatre is coming to the
UK and Ireland

The theatre will come to the UK and Ireland the second week of December. More
details will follow.
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A Message from the Primate Office
His Grace Bishop Hovakim Manukyan wishes to inform you that at the bottom of our weekly enewsletter you will find the contacts of our Churches and Parishes in the UK and Ireland. Details
are also available on the websites of the respective Churches and Parishes. Please do not hesitate
to contact any of these addresses if you need any help regarding Church services. You will receive
a reply either from the Parish Council Chair or from the priest.
If you encounter any kind of problems regarding communication with the above, please contact
the Primacy (Առաջնորդարան) directly at the following address:
Bishop Hovakim Manukyan
The Primates Office
c/o The Armenian Vicarage
Iverna Gardens
London, W8 6TP
Tel: + 44 (0) 208 127 8364
e-mail: primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk (please note our NEW email address)
website : armeniandiocese.org.uk
facebook : Հայոց Առաջնորդարան https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100014906651446

31

Armenian Church News

Upcoming Events
Bible Studies
Thursdays at 7:00pm, Gulbenkian Hall
Will resume on 7th of September
Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross
Sunday, 17th September
St. Yeghiche and St. Sarkis
Beginning of the liturgy 11:00. Procession of the cross will follow the liturgy.
Diaspora – Armenia 6th conference
18th-20th September
Yerevan, Armenia
ASF Wrap-up Meeting
Sunday, 8 th October
14:30-16:00, Armenian Vicarage, W8 6TP
The Primate and the Chair of the committee are delighted to invite all volunteers who
helped to organise the event. It is an opportunity to thank them as well as to decide the
date of the next ASF.
Divine Liturgy and Blessings of Youth
Sunday, 15th October
St. Yeghiche Church
Arrangements will be made for the students of Saturday and Sunday schools to attend the
event. All univers ity students are invited to join. A reception will follow the liturgy.
Divine Liturgy in Wales
Beginning of November (exact dates will be communicated soon)
Visit to Wales, Armenian Divine Liturgy in St. David's Cathedral, commemoration of the
10 th anniversary of the memorial in Cardiff.
You are cordially invited to join the pilgrimage. For more details please contact ladies
committee of the Primate’s office.
Meeting of the Council of Christians and Jews
Tuesday, 21st November
St. Sarkis Church
The theme of the discussion is “Inherited Trauma”
Performances of UNIMA- Armenia in UK and Ireland
December 2017
More details will come
Pilgrimage to Holy Land
4-11th of April, 2018
Youth Gathering in the Mother See of Holy Etchmiadzin
3-6th July, 2018
Etchmiadzin, Armenia
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Prayer Intentions for September:

We pray for all students who will start
their studies and pursue higher
education, especially for those who
are away from their homes and loved
ones.
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Worship Services in the Armenian Churches
Services are held in the Armenian Churches in London every Sunday starting at 11:00 am. In
Manchester, there is a service on the 1 st Sunday of the month. For further details, please
contact the parish nearest to you:

Holy Trinity Armenian Chur ch
229 Upper Brook Street
Manchester, M13 0FY
Tel: 0161 273 1074
www.armenianchurchmanchester.org/
st
1 SUNDAY OF THE MONTH

St. Sar kis Church
Iverna Gardens
Kensington, London, W8 6TP
Tel: 020 7937 0152
http://www.stsarkisparish.co.uk

St. Yeghiche Cathedral
13b Cranley Gardens
Kensington, London SW7 3BB
Tel: 020 7373 8133
http://www.styeghiche.org.uk/

Other Parishes of our Diocese:
Cardiff - Tel: + 44 771 279 2304, +44 2920779248. john@jagproperties.co.uk
Dublin - Tel: +44 2891 863559. http://www.armenians.ie/
Birmingham – Tel: +44 121 675 1469. St John’s Church, Stratford Road, Birmingham, B11 4EA
Oxford - Tel: +44 7810 490242. armenian.society@studentsclub.ox.ac.uk

The Primate thanks Nyraff Ltd & the
Tanielian family for their continued
support to ACT UK and the ASF

We invite those who have questions or wish to gain deeper
understanding of the faith, moral discernment, teachings and
traditions of the Armenian Church to contact the Office of
the Diocese of the Armenian Church in United Kingdom and
Ireland:
His Grace Bishop Hovakim Manukyan
The Primate’s Office
c/o The Armenian Vicarage
Iverna Gardens
London, W8 6TP
Tel: 0208 127 8364
Email: primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk
Website : armeniandiocese.org.uk
Facebook : Հայոց Առաջնորդարան
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100014906651446
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