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On 9th of August about 100 young people aged 18-30 from the Armenian
Dioceses of more than 30 countries in Europe, Middle East and Africa have
come to Romania to participate in the ACYO European Conference. The
theme of the conference, "Church and Family" was chosen as a reference to
the church as a large family and the family as a small church.
It was organized with the blessing of the Supreme Patriarch and Catholicos of
All Armenians His Holiness Karekin II and the initiative of the Primate of the
Armenian Diocese of Romania His Grace Bishop Datev Hagopian. The event
was presided by His Grace Archbishop Hovnan Derderian, Primate of the
Western Diocese of the Armenian Church in North America and the
chairperson of the ACYO. The four-day retreat was sponsored by the
government of Romania, the Armenian General Benevolent Union (AGBU),
and the parishes of the Armenian Diocese of Romania.
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On 10t h of August, the official opening ceremony of the conference took place at the Armenian
Cathedral of Archangels in Bucharest with young representatives from all over the world. It
began with the Lord's Prayer and reading the message of His Holiness Karekin II, Supreme
Patriarch and Catholicos of All Armenians. His Grace Ieronim Sinaitul, Assistant Bishop to the
Patriarch of the Romanian Orthodox Church delivered the words of Daniel, the Patriarch of the
Romanian Orthodox Church. Other speakers included the State Secretary for Religious
Affairs, Victor Opaschi, Archbishop Hovnan Derderian and His Grace Bishop Datev Hakopian.
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Archbishop Hovnan Derderian made a presentation and spoke about the continental retreats
and conferences of ACYO that are being organised in different parts of the world as well as the
upcoming pilgrimage to Armenia and the Mother See of Holy Etchmiadzin that will happen in the
beginning of July 2018. In the afternoon the delegation of the Armenian clergy was received by His
Holiness Daniel, the Patriarch of the Romanian Orthodox Church. The Patriarch greeted the clergy
and spoke about the good relationships between the two Churches. He also spoke about the
importance of the topic “Church as family.”

Afterwards,

the Armenian youth,

accompanied by their Primates and
pastors, left for the city of Suceava rich
with historical Armenian monasteries
and churches, where a number of
events was scheduled.
Every morning and evening there
were prayer services in the Armenian
Churches and after each service,
sermons relevant to the topic of the
gatherings were delivered.
On 11th of August, presentations on Divine Liturgy
were made by Very Revd. Fr. Tovma Khachatourian,
Pastor of the Armenian Communities in Italy, Very
Revd. Fr. Tiran Petrosyan, Pontifical Legate to Central
Europe and His Grace Bishop Vahan Hovhannessian,
Primate of France and Pontifical Legate to Western
Europe. The presentations were followed by a Q&A
session.
After the presentations, the Armenian youth visited
the Suceava's St. Simeon Armenian Church and St.
Zamka, a second Armenian monastery of Suceava. After
the service, the evening bonfire was lit in the
monastery's garden, followed by Armenian folk songs,
dances and organized games.
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On 12th of August, after the morning service in the St. Hatjkatar monastery, the lectures and
speeches entitled “The Role of Family in the Participation in Divine Liturgy" and "Armenians
in Romania" were delivered by His Grace Bishop Armash Nalbandian, Primate of the Armenian
Diocese of Damascus and His Grace Bishop Datev Hakopian, Primate of the diocese of Romania,
respectively. In the afternoon, group discussions took place on the following topics: "if God is
everywhere, then why go to church?", "why receive communion and how often?", "how the
liturgy unites us to the Lord and how we feel the presence of our Lord", "after understanding the
meaning of Divine Liturgy how to have more involvement from young people in this sacred
ceremony".
Later in the afternoon, the Bishop of Suceava, Damaskin Dorneanu visited the Armenian
youth and members of the delegation in the St Hatjkatar monastery and gave his blessings
to pilgrims and all present.
In the evening of 12th of August, the eve of the Feast of Assumption of the Holy Virgin, the
Armenian youth, together with pilgrims from a number of Romanian cities, took part in the
evening service at the Holy Cross Armenian Church and then participated in making
“Akanjapour” (Ականջապուր) traditionally prepared every year by the pilgrims on the occasion
of the feast of the assumption of virgin Mary.
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Sunday, 13th of August, on the Feast of
Assumption of the Holy Virgin, hundreds of
Armenian and Romanian pilgrims and the
youth from ACYO headed towards the
miraculous

Hatjkatar

Monastery,

to

the

Church of Virgin Mary located on its
grounds. The monastery was founded in 1512
by the charitable donation of the Tonavag
brothers and is famous for its miraculous
power. There is evidence of many miracles
and healing instances associated with the
monastery. Divine Liturgy was delivered by
the Bishop Datev Hagopian in the presence of
dignitaries, clergymen from various Armenian
Dioceses, clergymen of Romanian-Armenian
Diocese, youth of ACYO and pilgrims from
different Romanian cities. At the end of the
Divine Liturgy, the blessing of grapes took
place and the pilgrims were blessed with the
relics of John the Baptist.
In the afternoon, the Armenian youth also visited famous Romanian monasteries and churches of
the region and took part in the evening service at the Armenian Monastery of Zamka.
In the evening the traditional bonfire was lit up in the garden of the Zamka Monastery with folk
dances, songs and games.
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Before departure, Armenian youth got an
opportunity
to
communicate,
develop
friendships, share their impressions and
experiences. The
closing
speeches
were
delivered by the Bishop Armash Nalbandian,
Bishop Ashot Mnatsakanyan, Bishop Hovakim
Manukyan and Bishop Datev Hagopian once
again stressing the role and importance of
young people in the community life, calling for
more active involvement in all events and
pilgrimages.
On 14th of August, at the Armenian
monastery of Zamka, under the guidance of His
Grace Datev a requiem service took place with a
prayer to honour the dead. In the end, His
Grace gave his blessings to the pilgrims.
After the service, the delegations travelled to
Bucharest to return to their Dioceses and places
of service with the expectations to meet again in
the beginning of July 2018 in an all-Armenian
youth gathering that will be held at the Mother
See of Holy Etchmiadzin with blessing and
invitation of His Holiness Karekin II, Supreme
Patriarch and Catholicos of All Armenians who
proclaimed the year of 2018 "The Year of
Youth".
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Two wonderful ladies, Mariam Torosyan from ACYO London and Nairi Shirinian from ACYO
Manchester attended the event with His Grace Bishop Hovakim Manukyan. They shared their
experiences.

"It was a great pleasure for me to take part in ACYO European Conference in
Romania. In just four days I visited the ancient Armenian sights, explored the rich
Armenian heritage in Romania, deepened my understanding of our religion and
the role of the church and just made friends with Armenians from all over the
world. This was certainly a lifetime experience and I would be happy to attend a
similar conference again in the future."

Mariam T.
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"Last week I went on an emotional rollercoaster called the ACYO Annual
Conference, hosted in Romania. Armenian Representatives from many
countries gathered under the name of Christ to become a new generation that
unites the Church with the Youth. Our beloved Srpazans and Der Hayrs
invited us to pray in many Armenian monasteries and churches, even dance
in their gardens and enjoy the fruit from their trees. After a Badarak every
morning, sessions were conducted to emphasize the theme of Church and
Family: two core values of Armenian culture. We understood that when we
share a table, we are One. By eating the blessed bread that is the body of
Christ, and drinking the wine that is His blood, we are together
strengthening that bond between our souls.
Hayr Dajad from Poland explained Badarak through the metaphor of
preparing a dish for guests. Each prayer sung from beginning to end is
another ingredient that is added until finally a filling meal has been created.
If you skip the first few ingredients the overall dish is not satisfactory. If we
do not attend Badarak from the beginning, we cannot accept a Holy
Communion... Through Holy Communion, our community becomes a
family."

Nairi S.
Nairi also mentioned that she made lots of new friends and is looking forward to
the All-Armenian Youth Conference that will take place next year. She also
expressed a hope that our churches once again will be filled with youth singing
prayers in their loud, joyful voices.

The Primate and the participants thank the ACT UK for
making their trip possible.
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10th Pan-Homenetmen Games in Yerevan

The 10th Pan-Homenetmen Games in Yerevan set the stage for the centennial celebrations of
the founding of Homenetmen (Հ.Մ.Ը.Մ. Հայ Մարմնակրթական Ընդհանուր Միութիւն),
the athletic and scouting organisation established 1918 in Constantinople by Shavarsh Krissian,
Hovhannes Hintliyan, and Krikor Hagopian.
Some 1,250 athletes representing 19 Homenetmen chapters from around the world, including
London, attended the 10th Pan-Homenetmen games from July 20-29t h 2017. Athletes competed
in the fields of Football, Basketball, Volleyball, Tennis, Futsal, Table Tennis, Swimming, Chess
and various Track & Field events.
The Games were officially opened on Saturday 22nd July with a parade of athletes in the centre
of Yerevan from Liberty Square to Republic Square where thousands of spectators had
gathered. The parade was led by the Homenetmen marching band and athletes carried the
Armenian tricolor, the flags of Homenetmen and the organisation’s Armenia division
(commonly known as HASK), as well as the organization’s centennial flag.
Attending the opening ceremony were representatives of the Catholicosate of All Armenians
from the Mother See of Holy Etchmiadzin and the Catholicosate of the Great House of Cilicia;
Armenia’s Diaspora Minister, Hranush Hakopyan; deputy ministers of youth affairs and
defence as well as political representatives.
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Some 45 athletes representing Homenetmen London competed in Football, Ladies Basketball,
Swimming, Discus, Shot Put and other sports. The teams had been preparing for two years with
regular basketball and football practices twice a week and were proud to have represented
Homenetmen London in this competitive tournament, made new friends, lived unforgettable
moments and came home with a few medals.
On 20th July, the London delegation, accompanied by His Grace Bishop Hovakim Manukyan,
Primate of the Armenian Diocese of Great Britain and Ireland and Mr. & Mrs. Raffi and Alice
Tanielian, Benefactors, visited the Mother See of Holy Etchmiadzin and were received and blessed
by His Holiness Karekin II, Supreme Patriarch and Catholicos of All Armenians.
During their stay in Armenia, between games, the delegation also made time to get more acquainted
with Yereven by visiting various sites, museums, memorials and they also visited TUMO centre and
the Pynic centre of Paralympics Armenia.
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The Feast of the Assumption of St Mary
Blessing of Grapes

St Yeghiche Church, London
The Divine Liturgy to celebrate the Feast of the Assumption of St Mary takes place every year
on the nearest Sunday to August 15th. The Grape Blessing ceremony is conducted after the
Divine Liturgy. It is led by the presiding clergyman and begins with the hymn "Glory to Your
Holy Cross". (Source: Armenian Church website )
This year's Celebrations and Grape Blessings took place Sunday, 13th of August in Armenian
Churches in London and Manchester.
In St Yeghiche Church Divine Liturgy was celebrated by Rev Fr Krikor Radu Holca, spiritual
leader of Iasi Armenians in Romania, who arrived to London from Bucharest on a special
invitation from the Primate, HG Bishop Hovakim Manukyan and the St Yeghiche Parish
Council.
Rev Fr Krikor referred to the significance of the day and informed the congregation of the
special pilgrimage and prayers which were offered on that day by Armenians and nonArmenians in the Hajkatar Armenian monastery built in 1512. In the middle of the monastery
there is a church of St Mary the Virgin. He invited UK Armenians to organise a pilgrimage to
the holy monastery next year for the said feast. The service ended with the traditional blessing
of the grapes.
After the church service members of the congregation got together for a special lunch at Abu
Zaad restaurant in Ealing which was organised by the Armenian Community Council's Ladies
committee together with St Yeghiche Ladies Guild.
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St Sarkis Church, London

St Sarkis Church was greatly overcrowded from the very start of the service. The celebrant was
Father Shnork, pastor of St Sarkis Church. The Blessing of Grapes service took place
immediately after the Divine Liturgy. The video of the celebration is available here.
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Artur

Bobikyan,

the

deacon

of

the Holy Trinity Armenian Church in
Manchester noted that they were
blessed on
Primate,

Sunday having
HG

Bishop

the
Hovakim

Manukyan who came to officiate the
ceremony of the blessing of grapes
along with the V. Rev.
Hambardzumyan

and

Garegin

their

own

pastor Rev. Nerses Nersessian .
In addition they were thrilled with
the

presence

of

deacons

Davit

Sahakyan and Hrach Sultanyan, two
visiting students from the Kevorkian
Theological Seminary of the Mother

Holy Trinity Church, Manchester

See of Holy Etchmiadzin .
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Service and Thank You Notes

On behalf of our parishes we thank Revd Fr Garegin
Hambardzumyan for helping us during his vacation in the UK and
celebrating liturgies in Armenian churches with the blessing of the
Primate, Bishop Hovakim Manukyan.

With the blessing of His Holiness Karekin II two deacons,
Davit Sahakyan and Hrach Sultanyan from Holy Etchmiadzin
came to the UK and served in Armenian Churches in London
and Manchester for four weeks as well as helped with the
Armenian Street Festival. They stayed in the guesthouse of a
Roman Catholic Church and attended a language school in
Hammersmith with the blessing of Primate and the
sponsorship of ACT UK. Primate thanks them for their
service as well as the parishes in London and Manchester for
contributing to this project.
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Serving in the Armenian Diocese of the United
Kingdom and Ireland
With the blessing of His Holiness Karekin Ⅱ, Supreme Patriarch and Catholicos of All
Armenians, with the initiative of the Dean of the Gevorgian Theological Seminary, Very
Rev Dr Fr Archimandrite Karekin Hambardzumyan and with the patronage and generous
aid of the Primate and the Pontifical Legate of the Diocese of the United Kingdom and
Republic of Ireland, His Grace Bishop Hovakim Manukyan, we were kindly welcomed in
the UK Armenian Community, with a great chance to serve, learn and get acquainted with its amazing life.
For a month, we enjoyed sincere hospitality of the Diocesan Primate, priests, deacons and
community members, while attending a three-week English language course in
Hammersmith & Fulham College, London without mentioning the cultural aspect of our
trip: visiting British landmarks, museums, cathedrals, etc.
We were staying in grandiose Roman Catholic “Our Lady of Mount Carmel” Abbey's
guesthouse in the Royal Borough of Kensington and Chelsea, in one of the best parts of
London, meanwhile travelling around the UK visiting Manchester, Oxford, Guildford and
Stratford-upon-Avon.
Each day was filled with unexpected, interesting and especially informative discoveries,
thanks to the Armenian Community's unforgettable members from all over the UK.
Everyone's marvellous attention was and always will be most appreci ated and valued.
We think, that it is very important to understand positive and negative sides of life, all
modern problems and issues, necessities and needs of the Armenians who live abroad,
away from our glorious Motherland. It will help us be well prepared as clergymen,
construct right relationships, to know how we can be more helpful.
We thank the Almighty God, for graciously granting us this unforgettable opportunity.
We will always remember every single person we met and use all the knowledge and
experience that we took from one month of service in your Churches and Community.
We are very grateful to All of You!
With prayers and love,
Deacons Hrach Sultanyan and David Sahakyan
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ACYO UK Activities
Trip to Stratford-upon-Avon

On 15th of July, a group of young people that included two visiting deacons from Armenia visited
Stratford-upon-Avon. The trip included 3 houses of Shakespeare’s family as well as Shakespeare's
burial place. Below are details as described by the ACYO representative Arman Simonyan.
"The exhibition started with visiting Hall’s Croft - a building which was owned by William
Shakespeare's daughter, Susanna Hall, and her husband Dr John Hall whom she married in 1607.
Manager of Hall’s Croft Anais greatly toured us through the house and described in details all
exhibitions, after which, we took a short break for coffee. Afterwards, we have visited
Shakespeare’s burial place, a grave located inside of Church of the Holy Trinity.
The journey's second exhibition place was so called Shakespeare's New Place - William
Shakespeare's final place of residence before he died in 1616. During the touring, we enjoyed many
exhibitions and variety of mini games located in the garden. After Shakespeare’s New Place, we
took a short break for a dinner, subsequently visiting the last place of our journey - Shakespeare's
Birthplace. The birthplace is a restored 16th-century half-timbered house situated in Henley Street,
where it is believed that William Shakespeare was born and spent his childhood years.
After a long day of sightseeing with a lot of fun, we finally came back to London. Many thanks to
Anais for her time and great touring through exhibitions, furthermore, great thanks to dearest
Bishop Hovakim without whom the journey would not take place, and to our group of youth with
whom the day passed with a lot of fun and nice memories."
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ACYO Activities: Discussions at Surb Sarkis Church

The event in Arman Simonyan's own words:
"On 4th of August ACYO London had a pleasure to
host evening discussion event at Surb Sarkis
Church. Our first speaker, Benjamin Peterson, very
bright and hardworking student from California,
presented his research project “British Foreign
Policy Towards Armenians After WW1.” Benjamin
conducted his research in Gomidas Institute under
the supervision Ara Sarafian, the Director of the
Institute.
Our next two speakers from Armenia, deacons
Hrach Sultanyan and David Sahakyan, gave us
insight and shared their experience of studying at
Gevorkian Seminary, a teleological university of
the Armenian Apostolic Church, located in
Etchmiadzin.
Many thanks to our speakers for their engaging
presentations, and to all our guests for attending
and asking thought-provoking questions."
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Spirituality
Do other Christian denominations honour or acknowledge
Armenian Saints? Do we honour or acknowledge saints
other than the shared saints like the Holy Apostles?
During the course of the liturgical year, the Armenian Church commemorates hundreds
of saints of both Armenian and non-Armenian origin, saints of non-Armenian origin comprising
the majority. It is almost impossible to give a precise number, since many saints are associated
with groups and some of these are in the thousands.
All saints are remembered usually on the day of their execution and/or burial. Of these only
a few hundred are commemorated. While the remembrance day is set by month and date, the
commemoration day is not, since the liturgical year is based on Easter Sunday, which has no set
date and moves between March 22 and April 25.
On the commemoration day of a saint the deacon and the priest seek his/her intercession
in some of the biddings and ascriptions. In churches named after a saint, the Divine Liturgy may
be celebrated on the particular saint's day during the weekday and the saint's/saints'
name/names is/are mentioned during the Eucharist.
On the day of remembrance, the life of the saint is read in church by a reader and his/her
intercession is sought. The reading, according to the present practice in the St. James Monastery in
Jerusalem, takes place in church in mid-afternoon and is not considered to be one of the liturgical
hours.
The saints of the Armenian Church can be categorized into three major groups: Old Testam ent
saints, New Testament saints and post-Biblical saints. The Armenian Church shares with the other
ancient churches the Old Testament, the New Testament and many of the post-Biblical saints, that
is those who flourished until 451, the year when a major split on theological grounds occurred
among the Christian Church of the East.
Among the post-Biblical saints there are some that are of Armenian origin. A few of these,
particularly the ones from Armenia Minor and Cappadocia to the west of Greater Armenia, are
well known to Westerners and are accepted as major saints. One of the best known is St. Blaise
or Blasius, who is still very popular in the Latin West and is considered to be the patron of the
sick. As for the saints of Greater Armenia, many of them are of Armenian origin, but there are
some who are not. St. Gregory the Illuminator - the only saint of the Church of Armenia who is
well known throughout the Orthodox, the Latin and the Anglican worlds - is a good example,
since according to tradition he was of Parthian ancestry and according to modern studies, a
Greek-speaking missionary of Cappadocian origin.

__________________________________
Source: “Frequently Asked Source: “Frequently Asked Questions about the Armenian Church" by Very Rev. Fr.
Krikor Maksoudian, St. Vartan Press, NY, 2004, pages 91-92
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Christmas Performance
UNIMA-Armenia and “Karapet” Puppet Theatre

UNIMA-Armenia is an NGO created in 1992. The main activities of UNIMA-Armenia include
puppetry, creation of puppet theatres, and promotion of education, democracy issues,
psychotherapy, children’s and human rights, and gender equality through puppet art.
UNIMA-Armenia (www.unimaarmenia.info.am) is a branch of UNIMA (Union Internationale de
la Marionette), a non-governmental organization affiliated with UNESCO and bringing together
people from around the world. The Organization’s aim is to contribute to the development of
puppetry with the objective of putting this art into service and pursuing human values such as
peace, tolerance and mutual understanding regardless of race, political and religious convictions
and differences in culture, in accordance with the principles of fundamental human rights as
defined in the international documents on Human Rights.
UNIMA-Armenia has a vast experience in joint projects with Armenian governmental and nongovernmental organizations, the US, Russian, French, Italian and other Embassies in Armenia,
UNDP, UNESCO, UNHCR, UNICEF, UNFPA, Council of Europe, OSIAFA, USAID, UNIFEM,
ICRC, WHO, AMAA, Jinishian Memorial Foundation, “Save the Children” organization, etc.
Numerous guest tours were made throughout Armenia and abroad.
UNIMA-Armenia participated in a number of international puppet festivals or guest-toured in
Spain, Hungary, Italy, Russia, Australia, France, Lebanon and elsewhere. It established an
international puppet festival “Toumanian Fairy-Tale Day” annually held in the first half of
September in Vanadzor and Dsegh village of Lori region.
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Christmas Performance
UNIMA-Armenia and “Karapet” Puppet Theatre
Theatres Creation and Performances
Starting from 1993 UNIMA-Armenia embarked on the creation of puppet theatres in Armenia
and Artsakh. Together with the specialists of UNIMA-Armenia, both grown-ups and children
participated in this ongoing project being aided and supported by ICRC, W.V., UNICEF and
UNHCR.
These theatres have also been created with the help of refugees from Azerbaijan, pupils of
special educational institutions and children with special needs and restricted abilities, inmates of
correctional facilities, children from towns and villages of Armenia and Artsakh. The best theatres
traditionally participate in the festivals organized by UNIMA-Armenia or being held abroad.
As of today, 42 theatre troupes have been created.
Puppet theatre “Karapet” was established in 1992. It produces multilingual puppet shows for the
audiences in the homeland and abroad.
To the present date, 29 performances have been staged by the theatre and 208 localities have
been visited. The theatre has received numerous awards and certificates while participating in
festivals and guest-touring in Russia, Lebanon, Hungary, France, Italy, Iran, China and Australia.
Among their best puppet show performances are “David of Sassoun”, “How the Princes Built a
House”, “The Fairy-tales by Charles Perrault “, “The Magic Flute”, “Fables and Tales by Leonardo
da Vinchi”, “Christmas Carols”, “Scapin's Deceits”, “Don’t Worry, Be Happy”, “Forgive me, Lord”,
“Merry Christmas”, “Truthful Massaro”, “Beware of Mines”, “La Italiana in Algeri” (An Italian Girl
in Algiers) by J. Rossini, “Gikor”, “Gnomie-Momie”, “Hidden Fairy-Tales”.
The leading actors and actresses of the theatre are Honoured artist Derenik Martirossyan,
Movses Khorenatsi award winner Ara Hakobyan, renowned arists Armen Barseghyan, Sona
Kolozyan, Sergei Tovmassyan, Liza Barseghyan, Robert Sargsyan, and others who have greatly
contributed to the creative growth of the theatre and all are members of UNIMA-Armenia.
The theatre's artistic director is Armenia's honoured art worker and producer Armen Safaryan.
“Forgive me, Lord” is a puppet show performance based on Jesus Christ's parables The Prodigal
Son, The Good Samaritan and The Rich Fool . Duration of the performance is 45 minutes.
“Merry Christmas” is a New Year and Merry Christmas performance show in two acts. The first
act depicts the happenings of Chrismas, and the second act is a festive joyful show for children. In
this puppet show sacred spiritual songs and hymns have been used.
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Deacon Training Programme

The Deacon Training Programme was re-launched on
25th January 2017 at St. Sarkis Church.

Every

Wednesday, Deacons in training attend church and are
instructed in the traditions of serving at the altar.
For those who are wishing to attend the training, please
contact His Grace Bishop Hovakim Manukyan at:
primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk
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Upcoming Divine Liturgy Celebration and Genocide
Memorial Anniversary in Wales

In the beginning of November His Grace Bishop
Hovakim Manukyan will celebrate a Divine Liturgy
in Wales - St David's Cathedral, Pembrokeshire,
SA62 6RD.
It will coincide with the celebration of the 10th
anniversary of the Armenian Genocide memorial in
Cardiff (image on the right).
There are two events that are commemorated there
annually without fail - 24th April and 3rd
November, the opening day of the memorial.
You are cordially invited to join the pilgrimage.
More details will come soon.
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Tateossian London is starting the production of beautiful golden and silver crosses with
chains. Please note that they are not available on Tateossian's website yet. Items sold
through Armenian Church will have "Armenian Church in UK & Ireland" writing on the
back. They are available now. Please contact the Primate's office.
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UNIMA-Armenia's "Karapet"
Puppet Theatre is coming to the
UK and Ireland

The theatre will come to the UK and Ireland the second week of December. More details
will follow. Read more about the theatre here.
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Pilgrimage to Armenia

8-Days
25th Sep-2nd Oct, 2017

Your Itinerary ______________________________________
Day 1, 25 SEP Arrival at Zvartnots International Airport, check
in to hotel
Day 2, 26 SEP City tour Yerevan
Day 3, 27 SEP VAYOTS DZOR REGION
/Khor Virap, Areni, Noravank, Goris/
Day 4, 28 SEP Goris - SYUNIK REGION
/Tatev, Goris, Khndzoresk, Yerevan/
Day 5, 29 SEP GEGHARKUNIK REGION
/Sevan, Dilijan, Parz Lich, Haghartsin
Goshavank/
Day 6, 30 SEP KOTAYK REGION
/Garni, Geghard/
Day 7, 1 OCT

Yerevan - ARMAVIR REGION
/Etchmiadzin, Zvartnots, Sardarapat, Ashtarak,
Mughni/

Day 8, 02 OCT Departure • Breakfast at hotel • Check out
from hotel • Transfer to the airport.
The Program includes: ✓ 6 nights in Yerevan. ✓ 1 night in Goris
✓ 7 breakfasts ✓ 7 dinners ✓ Transportation services ✓ Professional
Guide services ✓ All entrance fees to historical museums and sights
✓ The entrance fee of the ropeway "Wings of Tatev" ✓ Water in bus

The flight is with Aeroflot. Price is £1150 for a shared room and £1300 for a single room occupation.
For more details contact the Primate's Office at 0208 127 8364 or primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk OR
Karine Gevorgyan at 07515336637 or karinagevorgyan@hotmail.com

Deposit of £500 is payable to ACT UK by 31.08.17
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Itinerary Details

Day 1, 25 SEP Arrival at Zvartnots International Airport, check in to hotel
Day 2, 26 SEP City tour Yerevan
• Breakfast at hotel • Visit Tsitsernakaberd Armenian Genocide Memorial. • On the northern part of Mashtots
avenue there is Matenadaran (a book depository), one of the world's most ancient libraries. Several
monuments to the outstanding Armenian cultural figures are located in the courtyard of Matenadaran. •
Cascade complex • Ararat Cognac factory • Anush opera in Spendiaryan Opera National Theatre
Day 3, 27 SEP VAYOTS DZOR REGION /Khor Virap, Areni, Noravank, Goris/
• Breakfast at hotel. • Visit Khor Virap. • Drive to Areni village, with a stop at the winery • Tour to Vayots Dzor
Region and the complex of Noravank (13th century) • Lunch in Noravank. • Depart to City Goris . •
Overnight in Goris.
Day 4, 28 SEP Goris - SYUNIK REGION /Tatev, Goris, Khndzoresk, Yerevan /
• Breakfast at hotel. • Visit Khndzoresk villiage, which is famous for 160 Meter Swinging Bridge. • Excursion
to the Karahunj (Stonehenge) Observatory (4th century BC) • Lunch. • Tour to Tatev village, where is the
world's longest 5.7-kilometer ropeway called "Wings of Tatev". It will lead to the medieval Tatev Monastery
(9th c.).The ropeway that can carry a visitor to the Monastery in 12 minutes is included in the Guinness Book
of Records • Return to Yerevan/Overnight in Yerevan
Day 5, 29 SEP GEGHARKUNIK REGION /Sevan, Dilijan, Parz Lich, Haghartsin Goshavank/
• Breakfast at hotel • Tour to Lake Sevan, one of the highest and largest lakes in Eurasia. • Visit Dilijan - one
of the best resort towns in Armenia which is surrounded with the high Caucasus Mountains. Here you can
visit medieval Hagharstin Monastery (10-13 th c.) • Lunch • Goshavank Monastery • Lake Parz Lich • Return
to Yerevan
Day 6, 30 SEP KOTAYK REGION / Garni, Geghard/
• Breakfast at hotel • Excursion to the pagan temple Garni built 77a.d. Garni Temple was dedicated to
the god Mihr (the God of Sun). The temple features 24 columns and symbolizes 2 4 hours of a day. Garni
Temple is the only Pagan temple in Armenia. • Visit the Monastery of Geghardavank, which was carved out of
the solid rock between the 11th and 13th centuries and was recognized by UNESCO as a universal treasure.
Geghard, or more fully Geghardavank, meaning "the Monastery of the Spear", originates from the spear
which had wounded Jesus at the Crucifixion. The complex is rich in subtle sculptural embellishments and
many striking khachkars (cross-stones)
Day 7, 1 OCT Yerevan - ARMAVIR REGION /Etchmiadzin, Zvartnots, Sardarapat, Ashtarak, Mughni/
• Breakfast at hotel. • Visiting the Etchmiadzin Cathedral. It is the Mother Church of the Armenian Apostolic
Church and the central building of the Mother See of Holy Etchmiadzin. • Visit the Snt. Hripsimé Church
and Snt. Gayane churches. • Drive to Sardarapat. Visiting the memorial complex to the Battle of Sardarapat
and the Sardarapat Ethnography museum. • Proceed to Zvartnots. Visit Zvartnots Church built (7th c).
Though it is in ruins but it continues to admire its visitors with its unique architectural type. • Depart to
Ashtarak. Visit Mughni villiage. Mughni is home to the 14th-century Saint Gevorg Monastery, which was
formerly a popular pilgrimage site and the seat of an archbishop. • Goodbye dinner
Day 8, 02 OCT Departure • Breakfast at hotel • Check out from hotel • Transfer to the airport.
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A Message from the Primate Office
His Grace Bishop Hovakim Manukyan wishes to inform you that at the bottom of our weekly enewsletter you will find the contacts of our Churches and Parishes in the UK and Ireland. Details
are also available on the websites of the respective Churches and Parishes. Please do not hesitate
to contact any of these addresses if you need any help regarding Church services. You will receive
a reply either from the Parish Council Chair or from the priest.
If you encounter any kind of problems regarding communication with the above, please contact
the Primacy (Առաջնորդարան) directly at the following address:
Bishop Hovakim Manukyan
The Primates Office
c/o The Armenian Vicarage
Iverna Gardens
London, W8 6TP
Tel: + 44 (0) 208 127 8364
e-mail: primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk (please note our NEW email address)
website : armeniandiocese.org.uk
facebook : Հայոց Առաջնորդարան https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100014906651446
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Upcoming Events
ASF Wrap-up Meeting
Sunday, 3 rd September
13:00-14:30, Armenian Vicarage, W8 6TP
The Primate and the Chair of the committee are delighted to invite all volunteers who
helped to organise the event. It is an opportunity to thank them as well as to decide the
date of the next ASF.
Bible Studies
Thursdays at 7:00pm, Gulbenkian Hall
Will resume on 7th of September
Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross
Sunday, 17th September
St. Yeghiche and St. Sarkis
Beginning of the liturgy 11:00. Procession of the cross will follow the liturgy.
Diaspora – Armenia 6th conference
18th-20th September
Yerevan, Armenia
Divine Liturgy and Blessings of Youth
Sunday, 15th October
St. Yeghiche Church
Arrangements will be made for the students of Saturday and Sunday schools to attend the
event. All univers ity students are invited to join. A reception will follo w the liturgy.
Divine Liturgy in Wales
Beginning of November (exact dates will be communicated soon)
Visit to Wales, Armenian Divine Liturgy in St. David's Cathedral, commemoration of the
10 th anniversary of the memorial in Cardiff.
You are cordially inv ited to join the pilgrimage. For more details please contact ladies
committee of the Primate’s office.
Meeting of the Council of Christians and Jews
Tuesday, 21st November
St. Sarkis Church
The theme of the discussion is “Inherited Trauma”
Performances of UNIMA- Armenia in UK and Ireland
December 2017
More details will come
Pilgrimage to Holy Land
4-11th of April, 2018
Youth Gathering in the Mother See of Holy Etchmiadzin
3-6th July, 2018
Etchmiadzin, Armenia
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Prayer Intentions for August:
We ask God to strengthen
and give spiritual courage to
our brothers and sisters, our
community members, who
are in search of spirituality.

Announcement
The Armenian Church News (ACN) publishes announcements of any Armenian organisation as it is
an inclusive channel of communication.
The objectives of ACN are to inform the wider public and its constituency members about:
a. Activities of the Primate
b. Organisations under the auspices of the Primate: ACT UK, ACYF, Ladies Committee
c. Worldwide Armenian Church
d. Paris hes
e. Upcoming events in the community
The announcements about the community events are published upon the request of a particular
organisation. The articles cannot be longer than 150 words.
ACN do not raise funds on behalf of any other organisation except for Armenian Church (ACT UK,
ACYF, Primate's Office Ladies Committee, St. Yeghiche, St. Sarkis, Holy Trinity, Dublin, Cardiff,
Birmingham, Oxford).
Any article, flyer or information that may contain appeals do not represent the Primate's or ACN
official position.

Disclaimer: considering that there were many names used in the coverage o f events it is po ssible that some of them
are misspelled or incorrect. We apo logize in advance for any misspelling.
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Worship Services in the Armenian Churches
Services are held in the Armenian Churches in London every Sunday starting at 11:00 am. In
Manchester, there is a service on the 1 st Sunday of the month. For further details, please
contact the parish nearest to you:

Holy Trinity Armenian Chur ch
229 Upper Brook Street
Manchester, M13 0FY
Tel: 0161 273 1074
www.armenianchurchmanchester.org/
st
1 SUNDAY OF THE MONTH

St. Sar kis Church
Iverna Gardens
Kensington, London, W8 6TP
Tel: 020 7937 0152
http://www.stsarkisparish.co.uk

St. Yeghiche Cathedral
13b Cranley Gardens
Kensington, London SW7 3BB
Tel: 020 7373 8133
http://www.styeghiche.org.uk/

Other Parishes of our Diocese:
Cardiff - Tel: + 44 771 279 2304, +44 2920779248. john@jagproperties.co.uk
Dublin - Tel: +44 2891 863559. http://www.armenians.ie/
Birmingham – Tel: +44 121 675 1469. St John’s Church, Stratford Road, Birmingham, B11 4EA
Oxford - Tel: +44 7810 490242. armenian.society@studentsclub.ox.ac.uk

The Primate thanks Nyraff Ltd & the
Tanielian family for their continued
support to ACT UK and the ASF

We invite those who have questions or wish to gain deeper
understanding of the faith, moral discernment, teachings and
traditions of the Armenian Church to contact the Office of
the Diocese of the Armenian Church in United Kingdom and
Ireland:
His Grace Bishop Hovakim Manukyan
The Primate’s Office
c/o The Armenian Vicarage
Iverna Gardens
London, W8 6TP
Tel: 0208 127 8364
Email: primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk
Website : armeniandiocese.org.uk
Facebook : Հայոց Առաջնորդարան
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100014906651446
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