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Like every year, this year's street festival promises to be full of Armenian music,
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dancing, food, drinks and entertainment for the entire family. Children's corner is
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one of the favourites of the youngest audience.
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the Bible verses that are
read during Holy
Badarak?

There are various toys and activities

Announcements
Upcoming Events

in the children's corner to keep them
entertained such as quizzes, rocking
toys, balloons, kids tombola, ring and
hook game.
Picture taken at the 2016 Armenian Street
Festival.

This year's performances include the Akhtamar Armenian Performance Group,
the London Armenian Opera, soloist Anaïs Heghoyan performing with London
Diocese of the Armenian
Church of the United
Kingdom and the Republic
of Ireland

Armenian Opera's Chorus, conductor Aris Nadirian, pianist Araxie Heghoyan;
singers Sibil and Andre Simonian, Katya D'Janoeff and Erik Antonyan. There will
be dhol and accordion music performed by Ara Petrosyan and Arkadi Antonian;
poetry reading performed by Gayaneh Khach. The DJ for the day is DJ Vartan.

His Grace Bishop Hovakim
Manukyan, Primate

Diocesan Office
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7th Annual Armenian Street Festival
Sunday, 16th July 2017 from 12-7pm
Katya D'Janoeff (Katya D J) is a classically trained pianist
from the age of four, with violin and electric guitar added
later on. She wrote her first song at the age of twelve.
Her first YouTube “Session” release, "Far From Gone",
received widespread attention. You can watch it here.
She played gigs at numerous venues including Ronnie
Scott's, The Troubadour, the Chelsea Arts Club, Somerset
House and others. (Source: https://www.musicglue.com/katyadj)
Listen to more songs by going to Katya's YouTube channel by
clicking here.

The Akhtamar Armenian Performance Group was
formed and registered as a charity in June 2003.
Akhtamar's mission is to promote Armenian dance and
music through dance classes and performances. Over the
years, Akhtamar has gathered followers from both the
Armenian and non-Armenian communities and has a
membership of 70+ children and young adults. The
teachers, Arsen Zakaryan (Artistic Director) and Karine
Avetisyan are former members of the Armenian State
Dance Company. Akhtamar is invited to take part
annually in ASF established in 2010.
Other notable performances have been at the Armenian Genocide Commemoration Ceremony, Tekeyan’s
40th Anniversary Dinner, the ARF 125th Anniversary Concert, AYA FC Anniversary Dinner and LAO’s
Opera David Bek collaboration. Click here to see more images and watch the videos of past performances.
You can download the complete ASF Entertainment programme in a printer-friendly format here.
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The Upcoming Feast of the Transfiguration of the Lord

(Vartavar)
This
year's
Feast
of
the
Transfiguration of the Lord (Vartavar)
will take place Sunday, 23rd of July.
The readings for the Feast include the
following:
1 John 1:1-7
Matthew 16:13-17:13
Here is some information about the Vartavar which you can also access on the Armenian Diocese
website by clicking here.
The Transfiguration of Jesus Christ happened on a high mountain where Jesus had gone with Peter,
James and John to pray. As He was praying, suddenly His countenance was altered, and His raiment
was white and glistening, and there talked with Him two men who were Moses and Elijah. The
Feast of Transfiguration is celebrated on the 6th August in the Greek and Roman Catholic Churches.
In the Armenian Church, by the arrangement of Saint Gregory the Illuminator it was celebrated on
the first day of the month of Navasart, which fell on the 11th August. But Catholicos Moses of
Eghivart changed the date of this feast and transferred it to the Sunday fourteen weeks after Easter,
when he renewed the Armenian Church calendar in 551 (A.D.). Therefore, according to this new
arrangement, the Feast of Transfiguration began to be celebrated in the Armenian Church between
June 28th and August 1st, on one of the Sundays adjusted from the date of Easter of each year.
This feast is also called Vartavar in the Armenian tradition. It is the Feast of the Transfiguration of
Jesus Christ. Vartavar was one of the great pagan feasts of the Armenian people before Christianity.
At this feast of Vartavar, the people of Armenia decorated the temple of the goddess Asdghig with
roses and flowers. For this reason, the feast was called Vartavar, which means decoration with roses.
On this occasion, people let pigeons fly in the air and threw water on each other. However, the
practice of sprinkling water on each other has been handed down to us so that even today in many
places this is still the custom. Saint Gregory the Illuminator, in order to abolish this heathen custom,
united it with the Feast of Transfiguration.
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Armenian Legacy: people we will never forget

Dedication of Episcopal Throne at St. Sarkis Church
Calouste Gulbenkian (1869-1955)
Calouste Gulbenkian (Գալուստ Կիւլպէնկեան) was
born on 23rd March 1869 in Constantinople (now
Istanbul). He was a businessman and philanthropist
of Armenian origin.
He played a major role in making the petroleum
reserves of the Middle East available to Western
development and is credited with being the first
person to exploit Iraqi oil. Gulbenkian travelled
extensively and lived in a number of cities including
Constantinople, London, Paris, and Lisbon.
Throughout his life, Gulbenkian was involved with
many philanthropic activities including the
establishment of schools, hospitals, and churches.
The Calouste Gulbenkian Foundation, a private
foundation based in Portugal, was started at his
bequest in 1956 and continues to promote arts,
charity, education, and science throughout the world.
It is now among the largest foundations in Europe.

Martin Essayan, the great grandson of Calouste Gulbenkian is a Trustee of the Calouste Gulbenkian
Foundation, with responsibility for the UK Branch and the Armenian Communities department. Click here
to learn more about the Foundation.
Throughout his life, Gulbenkian donated large sums of money to churches, scholarships, schools, and
hospitals. Many of his donations were to Armenian foundations and establishments. He required that
proceeds from his 5% share of profits from oil should go to Armenian families. He also demanded that 5% of
his workers in his oil production for the Iraq Petroleum Company should be of Armenian descent.
Gulbenkian established the St Sarkis Armenian church in Kensington, London. The church was built in
1922–23 as a memorial to his parents. Gulbenkian wanted to provide "spiritual comfort" to the Armenian
community and a place of gathering for "dispersed Armenians," according to a message written by
Gulbenkian to the Catholicos of All Armenians.
He was president of the Armenian General Benevolent Union (AGBU) from 1930–1932. He was also a major
benefactor of Nubarashen and Nor Kesaria, which were newly founded settlements consisting of refugees
from the Armenian Genocide.
He died on 20 July 1955 and is buried on the grounds of St Sarkis Armenian Church, which he financed.
Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Calouste_Gulbenkian ; See also: http://www.saintsarkis.org.uk/Pages/trustees_martin.htm ;
https://en.wikipedia.org/wik i/Calouste_Gulbenkian_Foundation; https://gulbenkian.pt/uk-branch
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Spirituality
Who selects the Bible verses that are read during Holy
Badarak?
The Scriptural readings in the Armenian Church are compiled in a large book called Jashots
Keerk, Armenian for 'Lectionary.' The Jashots Keerk contains all the selections that are read at
the Noon Hour or Jashoo Zham and includes non-Scriptural material such as the calendar, as
well as homilies and prayers, and so on, that are read on special occasions. It does not include
selections that are read during the different offices or hours, during special services and the
sacraments.
The Armenian Jashots Keerk is based on the fourth century lectionary of the Church of
Jerusalem, which was brought to Armenia and adapted for liturgical use in the Armenian
Church sometime after the invention of the Armenian alphabet in 405 but before the middle of
the fifth century. Since the lectionary of the Church of Jerusalem has not reached us, modern
scholars use the Medieval versions of the Armenian lectionary in order to reconstruct the
Jerusalem lectionary. Over the centuries the fathers of the Armenian Church enriched the
lectionary with additional selections. The major editorial changes were made in the 12th
century.
The Jashots Keerk begins with Armenian Christmas (January 6) and ends with January 5. On
fasting days (Wednesdays, Fridays , special fasts preceding major feasts and Lent) there are no
readings from the Old Testament. On all other days the readings include passages from the Old
Testament, particularly from the prophets, from the Apostolic epistles (letters by the Apostles
of Christ to the newly founded churches) and the four Gospels. On the first four days of the Fast
of the Catechumens, which falls during the third week before the beginning of Lent, there are
no Scriptural readings at all. During the course of the year, the entire New Testament, with the
exception of St. Paul's letter to Philemon and the Book of Revelation, is read more than twice.
The Scriptural readings for all other occasions are to be found in the Book of Hours
[Zhamakeerk] and the Book of Rituals [Mayr Mashdots]. All of these selections were made
centuries ago by the fathers of the Armenian Church. Thanks to these arrangements, on a given
day or during a given service the same selections are read in the Armenian churches
throughout the world.

__________________________________
Source: “Frequently Asked Source: “Frequently Asked Questions about the Armenian Church" by Very Rev. Fr.
Krikor Maksoudian, St. Vartan Press, NY, 2004, pages 82-83
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Summer Camp in Romania with Bishop Hovakim
Bishop Hovakim is taking a group of young people (18-30 years old)
from London to summer camp in Romania located at the Hatjkatar
monastery in the city of Suceava.
Hatjkatar means fulfilment of desires and has reputed power of
granting miracles to believers. It is the oldest Armenian monastery in
Europe built in 1512.
The camp is organized by the Armenian Diocese in Romania on the
occasion of celebrations of the Feast of the Assumption of Virgin
Mary and will take place on 9-14th of August.
Activities will include prayers, bible studies, discussions,
entertainment, as well as celebration of the feast of the Assumption
of Virgin Mary. It is also an opportunity to make new friends as
young people will come from all over Europe and Africa and to
prepare for the youth conference that will take place in Armenia in
2018.
The date of arrival to Bucharest is 9th of August. Departure to
Suceava will take place on 10th of August at 8am from the Church of
Arajnordanist.
For more information, please contact the Primate's Office by
phone or email:
Tel: 0208 127 8364
Email: primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk
or
the ACYO representative Arman Simonyan by email:
ar.simonyan23@gmail.com
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Volunteers needed
Volunteers needed for the Armenian Street Festival that takes
place 16th July, from 12-7pm. Please contact the Primate's
Office by phone or email:
Phone: 020 8127 8364
Email: primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk
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Deacon Training Programme
The Deacon Training Programme was re-launched on
25th January 2017 at St. Sarkis Church.

Every

Wednesday, Deacons in training attend church and are
instructed in the traditions of serving at the altar.
For those who are wishing to attend the training, please
contact His Grace Bishop Hovakim Manukyan at:
primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk
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Tateossian London is starting the production of beautiful golden and silver crosses with
chains. Please note that they are not available on Tateossian's website yet. Items sold
through Armenian Church will have "Armenian Church in UK & Ireland" writing on the
back. Please contact the Primate's office for more information.
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Summer School-Camp "Epic":
Unique Educational Project in Armenia
Summer School-Camp “EPIC” is a unique project which will take place in Armenian
most beautiful resort Tsakhkadzor from 1 to 21 August, 2017.
What’s amazing about EPIC, that it combines education with leisure in a nature environment,
students get a chance to form the list of courses and activities themselves, and that it incorporates
games training both body and mind, and even an open air rock fest and more exceptional events!
You will get a chance to learn and communicate with worldwide top specialist from various fields.
For those students who want to discover new places, culture and nature, participate at
educational, creative and sport activities while also being taken away by an idyllic forestmountain landscape, there is a great opportunity ahead which combines it all.
Students may become a part of an international non-formal platform which brings together more
than 300 students from the best universities of the world: Europe, USA, Russia, China, Kuwait,
Japan, UAE and other countries.
This platform will give them a chance to get quality education along with a great opportunity for
interaction, cultural exchange and friendship. The program is interdisciplinary in its nature so it
gives students an opportunity to broaden their worldview by combining leisure with education.
Among the invited guests and speakers will be famous people:
Serj Tankian - musician, you may know from “System of a Down”,
Garik Israelian - influential astrophysicist,
Henrikh Mkhitaryan - successful football player, and others.
At the end of the Summer School-Camp the participants will be provided with the certificates that
meet international standards.

For detailed information, please contact project coordinator
Anahit Babayan at coordinator@epic.study
Phone: (+374 11) 54 55 56
Email (general enquiries): info@epic.study
or visit
www.epic.study
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Announcement
From The Ministry of Diaspora of the Republic of Armenia
The Ministry of Diaspora of the Republic of Armenia re-launches “Ari Tun” program for the
Diaspora youth.
The goal of the program is to familiarize Armenian Diaspora youth spread all over the world with its
Homeland, instill them acknowledge their national identity, familiarize them with the traditions
and practices of their people, Armenian families and the Armenian soul, foster a closer cooperation
of Armenia and the Diaspora both in educational-cultural and moral-psychological respect.
In 2017 the program will be launched on June 18 and will continue till August 26, in 8 phases (each
phase will last 14 days: 9 days with a host family, 4 days in camp). Diaspora youngsters from 13 to 18
will be hosted in Armenian families and will participate in a four-day camp envisaged by the
program. The program is open for application by young people who did not participate in the
program before.
The choice of host families is carried out by the administrative districts of Yerevan, RA community
councils, and RA Ministry of Diaspora. The participants’ stay with the Armenian families is not
remunerated. The process of selection of groups and individuals for program participation is carried
by the Diaspora community structures, educational institutions and the Diaspora Armenian
organizations, with the support of RA diplomatic representations in the given country.
Individual applications for participation in the program are also welcomed. Travel expenses are
covered either by the participants or sponsors. The Ministry of Diaspora of the Republic of Armenia
meets the participants upon their arrival and sees them off when they leave Armenia. Armenian
language classes, visits to the museums, sightseeing tours are also organized by the Ministry. During
the camping days educational programs, classes of Armenian language and Armenian Studies,
national songs and dances will be organized as well. Meetings with state, public and cultural figures
will also take place. In order to ensure safety during the trips the participants will be accompanied
by the doctor and the police.

For additional information please contact the Department Pan-Armenian Programs
of the RA Ministry of Diaspora:
tel: (+37460) 500-610 or (+37460) 500-830
E mail:
europedep@gmail.com
europedep@yahoo.fr
aritun.mindiaspora@gmail.com
Address:
Yerevan 0010, V. Sargsyan 3 Or Click here to download the application form
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Pilgrimage to Armenia

8-Days
25th Sep-2nd Oct, 2017

Your Itinerary ______________________________________
Day 1, 25 SEP Arrival at Zvartnots International Airport, check
in to hotel
Day 2, 26 SEP City tour Yerevan
Day 3, 27 SEP VAYOTS DZOR REGION
/Khor Virap, Areni, Noravank, Goris/
Day 4, 28 SEP Goris - SYUNIK REGION
/Tatev, Goris, Khndzoresk, Yerevan/
Day 5, 29 SEP GEGHARKUNIK REGION
/Sevan, Dilijan, Parz Lich, Haghartsin
Goshavank/
Day 6, 30 SEP KOTAYK REGION
/Garni, Geghard/
Day 7, 1 OCT

Yerevan - ARMAVIR REGION
/Etchmiadzin, Zvartnots, Sardarapat, Ashtarak,
Mughni/

Day 8, 02 OCT Departure • Breakfast at hotel • Check out
from hotel • Transfer to the airport.
The Program includes: ✓ 6 nights in Yerevan. ✓ 1 night in Goris
✓ 7 breakfasts ✓ 7 dinners ✓ Transportation services ✓ Professional
Guide services ✓ All entrance fees to historical museums and sights
✓ The entrance fee of the ropeway "Wings of Tatev" ✓ Water in bus

The flight is with Aeroflot. Price is £1150 for a shared room and £1300 for a single room occupation.
For more details contact the Primate's Office at 0208 127 8364 or primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk OR
13
Karine Gevorgyan at 07515336637 or karinagevorgyan@hotmail.com

Deposit of £500 is payable to ACT UK by 31.08.17

8-Days Pilgrimage to Armenia
Armenian Church News

Itinerary Details

Day 1, 25 SEP Arrival at Zvartnots International Airport, check in to hotel
Day 2, 26 SEP City tour Yerevan
• Breakfast at hotel • Visit Tsitsernakaberd Armenian Genocide Memorial. • On the northern part of Mashtots
avenue there is Matenadaran (a book depository), one of the world's most ancient libraries. Several
monuments to the outstanding Armenian cultural figures are located in the courtyard of Matenadaran. •
Cascade complex • Ararat Cognac factory • Anush opera in Spendiaryan Opera National Theatre
Day 3, 27 SEP VAYOTS DZOR REGION /Khor Virap, Areni, Noravank, Goris/
• Breakfast at hotel. • Visit Khor Virap. • Drive to Areni village, with a stop at the winery • Tour to Vayots Dzor
Region and the complex of Noravank (13th century) • Lunch in Noravank. • Depart to City Goris . •
Overnight in Goris.
Day 4, 28 SEP Goris - SYUNIK REGION /Tatev, Goris, Khndzoresk, Yerevan /
• Breakfast at hotel. • Visit Khndzoresk villiage, which is famous for 160 Meter Swinging Bridge. • Excursion
to the Karahunj (Stonehenge) Observatory (4th century BC) • Lunch. • Tour to Tatev village, where is the
world's longest 5.7-kilometer ropeway called "Wings of Tatev". It will lead to the medieval Tatev Monastery
(9th c.).The ropeway that can carry a visitor to the Monastery in 12 minutes is included in the Guinness Book
of Records • Return to Yerevan/Overnight in Yerevan
Day 5, 29 SEP GEGHARKUNIK REGION /Sevan, Dilijan, Parz Lich, Haghartsin Goshavank/
• Breakfast at hotel • Tour to Lake Sevan, one of the highest and largest lakes in Eurasia. • Visit Dilijan - one
of the best resort towns in Armenia which is surrounded with the high Caucasus Mountains. Here you can
visit medieval Hagharstin Monastery (10-13 th c.) • Lunch • Goshavank Monastery • Lake Parz Lich • Return
to Yerevan
Day 6, 30 SEP KOTAYK REGION / Garni, Geghard/
• Breakfast at hotel • Excursion to the pagan temple Garni built 77a.d. Garni Temple was dedicated to
the god Mihr (the God of Sun). The temple features 24 columns and symbolizes 24 hours of a day. Garni
Temple is the only Pagan temple in Armenia. • Visit the Monastery of Geghardavank, which was carved out of
the solid rock between the 11th and 13th centuries and was recognized by UNESCO as a universal treasure.
Geghard, or more fully Geghardavank, meaning "the Monastery of the Spear", originates from the spear
which had wounded Jesus at the Crucifixion. The complex is rich in subtle sculptural embellishments and
many striking khachkars (cross-stones)
Day 7, 1 OCT Yerevan - ARMAVIR REGION /Etchmiadzin, Zvartnots, Sardarapat, Ashtarak, Mughni/
• Breakfast at hotel. • Visiting the Etchmiadzin Cathedral. It is the Mother Church of the Armenian Apostolic
Church and the central building of the Mother See of Holy Etchmiadzin. • Visit the Snt. Hripsimé Church
and Snt. Gayane churches. • Drive to Sardarapat. Visiting the memorial complex to the Battle of Sardarapat
and the Sardarapat Ethnography museum. • Proceed to Zvartnots. Visit Zvartnots Church built (7th c).
Though it is in ruins but it continues to admire its visitors with its unique architectural type. • Depart to
Ashtarak. Visit Mughni villiage. Mughni is home to the 14th-century Saint Gevorg Monastery, which was
formerly a popular pilgrimage site and the seat of an archbishop. • Goodbye dinner
Day 8, 02 OCT Departure • Breakfast at hotel • Check out from hotel • Transfer to the airport.
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A Message from the Primate Office
His Grace Bishop Hovakim Manukyan wishes to inform you that at the bottom of our weekly enewsletter you will find the contacts of our Churches and Parishes in the UK and Ireland. Details
are also available on the websites of the respective Churches and Parishes. Please do not hesitate
to contact any of these addresses if you need any help regarding Church services. You will receive
a reply either from the Parish Council Chair or from the priest.
If you encounter any kind of problems regarding communication with the above, please contact
the Primacy (Առաջնորդարան) directly at the following address:
Bishop Hovakim Manukyan
The Primates Office
c/o The Armenian Vicarage
Iverna Gardens
London, W8 6TP
Tel: + 44 (0) 208 127 8364
e-mail: primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk (please note our NEW email address)
website : armeniandiocese.org.uk
facebook : Հայոց Առաջնորդարան https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100014906651446
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Upcoming Events
Bible Studies
Thursdays at 7:00pm, Gulbenkian Hall
Will resume on 7th of September
The 7th Primate's Armenian Street Festival
Sunday, 16 th July, 12-7pm
Iverna gardens, Kensington, London W8 6TP
Romanian Summer Camp
August 9-14th
Hatjkatar Monastery in Suceava, Romania
See the announcement for more details
Divine Liturgy in Wales
3 rd and 4 th November
St Davids Cathedral, The Close, St Davids, Pembrokeshire SA62 6RD
More details to follow

More events will follow. Please stay tuned.
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Prayer Intentions for July:
We ask God to strengthen and
give spiritual courage to our
brothers and sisters, our
community members, who
are in search of spirituality.

Announcement
The Armenian Church News (ACN) publishes announcements of any Armenian organisation as it is
an inclusive channel of communication.
The objectives of ACN are to inform the wider public and its constituency members about:
a. Activities of the Primate
b. Organisations under the auspices of the Primate: ACT UK, ACYF, Ladies Committee
c. Worldwide Armenian Church
d. Paris hes
e. Upcoming events in the community
The announcements about the community events are published upon the request of a particular
organisation. The articles cannot be longer than 150 words.
ACN do not raise funds on behalf of any other organisation except for Armenian Church (ACT UK,
ACYF, Primate's Office Ladies Committee, St. Yeghiche, St. Sarkis, Holy Trinity, Dublin, Cardiff,
Birmingham, Oxford).
Any article, flyer or information that may contain appeals do not represent the Primate's or ACN
official position.
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Worship Services in the Armenian Churches
Services are held in the Armenian Churches in London every Sunday starting at 11:00 am. In
Manchester, there is a service on the 1 st Sunday of the month. For further details, please
contact the parish nearest to you:

Holy Trinity Armenian Chur ch
229 Upper Brook Street
Manchester, M13 0FY
Tel: 0161 273 1074
www.armenianchurchmanchester.org/
st
1 SUNDAY OF THE MONTH

St. Sar kis Church
Iverna Gardens
Kensington, London, W8 6TP
Tel: 020 7937 0152
http://www.stsarkisparish.co.uk

St. Yeghiche Cathedral
13b Cranley Gardens
Kensington, London SW7 3BB
Tel: 020 7373 8133
http://www.styeghiche.org.uk/

Other Parishes of our Diocese:
Cardiff - Tel: + 44 771 279 2304, +44 2920779248. john@jagproperties.co.uk
Dublin - Tel: +44 2891 863559. http://www.armenians.ie/
Birmingham – Tel: +44 121 675 1469. St John’s Church, Stratford Road, Birmingham, B11 4EA
Oxford - Tel: +44 7810 490242. armenian.society@studentsclub.ox.ac.uk

The Primate thanks Nyraff Ltd & the
Tanielian family for their continued
support to ACT UK and the ASF

We invite those who have questions or wish to gain deeper
understanding of the faith, moral discernment, teachings and
traditions of the Armenian Church to contact the Office of
the Diocese of the Armenian Church in United Kingdom and
Ireland:
His Grace Bishop Hovakim Manukyan
The Primate’s Office
c/o The Armenian Vicarage
Iverna Gardens
London, W8 6TP
Tel: 0208 127 8364
Email: primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk
Website : armeniandiocese.org.uk
Facebook : Հայոց Առաջնորդարան
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100014906651446
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