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From May 2-9, the Primate visited Jerusalem and Holy Land with a group of pilgrims
representing Paris hes of London. As it is customary the pilgrimage included vis its of holy
shrines, prayers and meditations, Bible studies as well as discoveries of new cult ure and
people. All the places and shrines vis ited by the group were related to the earthly ministry
of Jesus.
The group wholeheartedly thanks all those who contributed to the organizing of the
pilgrimage. Particularly they thank the members of St. James brotherhood of the Armenian
Patriarchate of Jerusalem and His Beatitude Archbis hop Nourhan Manoogian for receiving
the group and extending his blessings. The organizer of the pilgrimage was ACT UK in
cooperation with Albina Tour. On behalf of the group we thank the Albina Tour in
Jerusalem for helping with the logistics.
The next pilgrimage will be organized in the spring on 2018. Details will be communicated
soon.
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Pilgrimage to Jerusalem and Holy Land
Days 1 to 6
DAY 1. After visiting and getting accommodation in the Golden Walls Hotel near the Damascus gates of
Jerusalem, the pilgrims started their prayer tours in the old and new cities. They vis ited the Mount of Olives,
the Pater Noster Church, Dominus Flevit Church, the Dome of the Ascension, the place where ascension
took place. Then, they visited the Garden of Gethsemane, the place where Jesus spent his last day, prayed for
the world and his disciples and was arrested.
On the same day they had a chance to see the Tomb of Virgin Mary and St. Peter's Church in Gallicant. They
also visited the Mount Zion Armenian Church of St. Saviour, a place where was the trial of our Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ by the archpriests.
The Armenian graveyard of Jerusalem is also located on the grounds of the same Church. The pilgrims vis ited
and prayed at the monument of the Armenian soldiers who fought against the Turks in the Battle of Arara
during WWI. There were visits to the New City of Jerusalem and the birthplace of St. John the Baptist.

St. Peter in Gallicantu

The Armenian Graveyard

The Tomb of Virgin Mary
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Pater Noster Prayer

Garden of Gethsemane

DAY 2. The second day started with the divine liturgy celebrated by His Grace Bishop Hovakim on
the tomb of virgin Mary. The pilgrims visited the Old city following the way of cross (Via Dolorosa).
At each stop they listened to a Biblical story; a prayer dedicated to the cross was sung by the
pilgrims. The way ended at the Holy Sepulchre where pilgrims had the chance to enter and pray in
front of the Holy Tomb, see the Armenian shrines of Golgotha as well as the St. Vartan's Chapel.
In the late afternoon pilgrims visited Armenian Patriarchate and attended evening vespers at the St.
James cathedral, which was followed by the audience with His Beatitude Archbis hop Nourhan
Manoogian, Armenian Patriarch of Jerusalem. During this friendly meeting, the Patriarch extended
His blessings to the pilgrims as well as spoke about the mission of the Patriarchate. After the meeting
they continued to get acquainted with the Armenian Convent, visited churches and shrines on the
Mount of Zion including the Dormition Abbey, the Upper Room where the Last Supper took place.

Liturgy: Tomb of
Virgin Mary

Tomb of Virgin
Mary
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DAY 3 started with the divine Liturgy in the Holy Sepulchre. At 4 am in the morning the Primate started to
celebrate divine liturgy along with the members of the brotherhood of the Armenian Patriarchate of
Jerusalem and the pilgrim priests visiting from Armenia. The Armenian faithful from the UK and Armenia
participated in the divine liturgy that was celebrated on the Holy Tomb and took the holy communion.
Afterwards the pilgrims visited Bethlehem, the Church of the Nativity that is the birthplace of Jesus. The y
saw St. Jerome’s caves, Armenian Convent in Bethlehem as well as got acquainted with Armenian monks,
priests and deacons in Bethlehem. After the Church of Holy Nativity, they visited Shepherds’ Fields in the
village of Beit Sahour. This is the place where shepherds heard the good news of Jesus’s birth.
On the way back to Jerusalem, they visited the wailing Wall and viewed the Dome of the Rock.
DAY 4. On day four pilgrims visited Jericho, Mount of Temptation and the Dead Sea region, Qasr el-Yahud
Baptism site, where Jesus was baptized by John the Baptist.
DAY 5. On day five the pilgrims travelled to Mount Tabor visiting the Church of the Transfiguration and
the Wedding Church of Cana, where Jesus performed his first miracle turning water into wine. At the end of
the day they arrived and settled in Jesus’s native city Nazareth.
DAY 6 In the morning of day six the group started sailing on the Sea of Galilee imitating the sailing of Jesus
with his disciples. In the afternoon t hey visited Mount of Beatitudes and later on visited Capernaum, Tabgha
Church of the Multiplication of the Loaves and Fis h (Roman Catholic Church), Church of the Primacy of
Saint Peter and Mensa Christi Church.
On the next day they returned to London.

The Way of Cross

The Way of Cross
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Ecumenical Evensong at Westminster Abbey

On Friday, 12th May 2017, His Grace Bishop Hovakim Manukyan along with Rev.Fr. Shnork Bagdasarian
attended Evensong at Westminster Abbey in honour of the visit to the United Kingdom of His Holiness
Pope Tawadros II, Bishop of Alexandria and Patriarch of the See of Saint Mark.
The service was presided by Pope Tawadros II and the Most Reverend and Right Honourable Justin Welby,
Archbishop of Canterbury.
Pope Tawadros II is the 118th Patriarch of the See of Saint Mark. His Holiness, who was enthroned on 18th
November 2012 in Cairo, Egypt, is making his first pastoral visit to the UK.
During his time in the United Kingdom, Pope Tawadros is visiting Coptic Orthodox parishes across the
country, celebrating liturgical services and consecrations, while taking time to engage with his flock across
Britain. His Holiness, who had an audience with Her Majesty The Queen at Buckingham Palace on
Tuesday, is also engaging with ecumenical, inter faith, and other official members of British society at a
series of events planned throughout the course of his stay.
Coptic Orthodox Church is in full communion with the Armenian Church. Pope Tawadros II visited
Armenia on April 23 rd, 2015 and was present at the canonization ceremony of the Holy Martyrs of the
Armenian Genocide.
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Anahid Association Mother's Day Celebration

The Anahid association celebrated its 43rd annual Mother’s day on Sunday 14 th May at the
Doubletree Hotel Hilton.
The guests of honour were Miss Hayarp Drmeyan, Attaché consular affairs, Armenian Embassy and His Grace
Bis hop Hovakim Manukyan, Primate of all Armenian Church in the UK and Ireland.
The chairperson, Mrs Odette Bazil welcomed the guests and invited His Grace to bless the tables.
This was followed by a very emotional presentation by Miss Drmeyan who also recited a poem dedicated to
mothers.
Mrs Bazil, informed the audience that the Anahid Association was donating £2000 to the Hayashen Centre
and after having praised the work carried out by Mr Misak Ohanian and his team, invited Mr Ohanian to
receive the cheque and address the audience.
This was followed by a short cultural programme with recitations and songs.
In a very jovial atmosphere the drawing of raffles took place with the prizes generously provided by Mr & Mrs
Edward Sahakian, Davidoff.
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Deacon Training Programme
The Deacon Training Programme was re-launched on 25 th
January 2017 at St. Sarkis Church. Every Wednesday,
Deacons in training attend church and are instructed in the
traditions of serving at the altar.
For those who are wishing to attend the training, please
contact His Grace Bishop Hovakim Manukyan at:
primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk
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Seda Grigoryan

Seda Grigoryan is a documentary film maker from
Armenia, currently based in London. She has worked
as film director and video production manager at
CivilNet TV, which is the pioneer of livestreaming and
instant reporting in Armenia. Seda has produced
several documentaries and TV reports in Syria (2014),
Lebanon, Turkey, USA and Armenia, covering the
stories of the Armenians refugees from Kessab,
revealing the Armenian cultural heritage in Istanbul
and Western Armenia. She has also produced corporate
documentaries, event recordings and promo videos for
several NGOs.
Having previous ly studied film and media in Armenia
and the USA (Florida State University), Seda currently
continues her professional education doing MA in Film
Production course at the University of West London as
a fellow of the Chevening Scholars hip. While in the
UK, she has created a documentary called "Sounds of
London" and produced several videos for the Diocese of
the Armenian Church in the UK.

You can view her works on her
website: http://sedagrigoryan.wixsite.com/softedge
12

Armenian Church News

13

Armenian Church News

14

Armenian Church News

15

Armenian Church News

House Blessing - Տնօրհնեք
One of the traditions of the Armenian Church is the Home Blessing Service.
It symbolises the visit of Resurrected Christ the Upper House and blessing of
the disciples (John 20:19).
Priests and bishops visit the homes of the faithful on the occasions of
Christmas (Theophany) and Easter (Holy Resurrection) to bring the good
news of our Lord’s Nativity and Resurrection to bless them and their homes
through a special Service.
During the Service the priest prays to God and asks Him to keep the home,
its
inhabitants and the children in good health, so that they live a devout life,
glorify the name of Almighty God and strengthen the Holy Church.

House Blessing Services: those faithful who want a priest to visit and bless
their home are welcome to contact their respective parishes or the Primate’s
Office.

Prayer Intentions for April:
Volunteers Needed at the Primate’s Office
We ask God to strengthen
and give spiritual courage to
our brothers and sisters, our
community members, who
are in search of spirituality
and who will be fasting
during the 40 days of Great
Lent.

The Primate’s Office needs volunteers to help with general
administrative duties such as filing, helping with mailouts
and answering calls. It would be ideal for a schoolleaver/graduate looking to gain work experience. Expenses
will be covered. For more information, please contact our
office.

Editorial:
The main objective of the diocesan e-newsletter is to serve and reach
out to Armenians throughout the United Kingdom and Ireland. The
community members and organisations are welcome to send their
announcements for the e-newsletter, including information not only
about public events but also about important family events such as
christening, matrimony or passing away.
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A Message from the Primate Office
His Grace Bishop Hovakim Manukyan wishes to inform you that at the bottom of our weekly enewsletter you will find the contacts of our Churches and Parishes in the UK and Ireland. Details are
also available on the websites of the respective Churches and Parishes. Please do not hesitate to
contact any of these addresses if you need any help regarding Church services. You will receive a
reply either from the Parish Council Chair or from the priest.
If you encounter any kind of problems regarding communication with the above, please contact the
Primacy (Առաջնորդարան) directly at the following address:
Bishop Hovakim Manukyan
The Primates Office
c/o The Armenian Vicarage
Iverna Gardens
London, W8 6TP
Tel: + 44 (0) 208 127 8364
e-mail: primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk (please note our NEW email address)
website : armeniandiocese.org.uk
facebook : Հայոց Առաջնորդարան https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100014906651446
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Upcoming Events
Bible Studies
Every Thursday at 7:00pm in the Gulbenkian Hall
Next dates: May 4, 11, 18, 25
Free Talk: The Britis h Empire and the Armenian Genocide
Wednesday, 14 th June
The Wiener Library
29 Russell Square, London WC1B 5DP
Time: 6:30pm - 8pm
Click here for more details
Divine Liturgy in Dublin
Sunday, 21 st May
Armenian Street Festival
Sunday, 16 th July
7 th Annual Armenian Street Festival at St. Sarkis Church, Iverna Gardens,
London W8 6TP

More events will follow. Please stay tuned.
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Worship Services in the Armenian Churches
Services are held in the Armenian Churches in London every Sunday starting at 11:00 am. In
Manchester, there is a service on the 1 st Sunday of the month. For further details, please
contact the parish nearest to you:

Holy Trinity Armenian Chur ch
229 Upper Brook Street
Manchester, M13 0FY
Tel: 0161 273 1074
www.armenianchurchmanchester.org/
st
1 SUNDAY OF THE MONTH

St. Sar kis Church
Iverna Gardens
Kensington, London, W8 6TP
Tel: 020 7937 0152
http://www.stsarkisparish.co.uk

St. Yeghiche Cathedral
13b Cranley Gardens
Kensington, London SW7 3BB
Tel: 020 7373 8133
http://www.styeghiche.org.uk/

Other Parishes of our Diocese:
Cardiff - Tel: + 44 771 279 2304, +44 2920779248. john@jagproperties.co.uk
Dublin - Tel: +44 2891 863559. http://www.armenians.ie/
Birmingham – Tel: +44 121 675 1469. St John’s Church, Stratford Road, Birmingham, B11 4EA
Oxford - Tel: +44 7810 490242. armenian.society@studentsclub.ox.ac.uk

The Primate thanks Nyraff Ltd & the
Tanielian family for their continued
support to ACT UK and the ASF

We invite those who have questions or wish to gain deeper
understanding of the faith, moral discernment, teachings and
traditions of the Armenian Church to contact the Office of
the Diocese of the Armenian Church in United Kingdom and
Ireland:
His Grace Bishop Hovakim Manukyan
The Primate’s Office
c/o The Armenian Vicarage
Iverna Gardens
London, W8 6TP
Tel: 0208 127 8364
Email: primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk
Website : armeniandiocese.org.uk
Facebook : Հայոց Առաջնորդարան
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100014906651446
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