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It has been 102 years since the start of the Armenian deportations and genocide. On
Sunday, 23rd April, Divine liturgy was conducted at St. Yeghiche Armenian Church by His
Grace Bishop Hovakim Manukyan. The liturgy was attended by ecumenical guests among
them Bishop David Hamid from the Church of England Diocese in Europe. At the end of
the liturgy there was a special prayer (Բարեխոսական կարգ) celebrating the lives of 1.5
million Armenians who were killed during the period 1915 to 1923.
Speaking on the subject on Easter Sunday when Christians all over the world continue to
celebrate the glorious Resurrection of Jesus Christ, Bis hop Hovakim recalled a Biblical
passage about the Resurrection when Jesus came and stood among his disciples in the Upper
Room on the evening of the first day after the Sabbath, and said, “Peace be with you!” and
he s howed them his hands and his side; he s howed them his wounds. And in this way they
realized that it was not an apparition: it was truly him, the Lord, and they were filled with
joy. (Jn 20:19-20)
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Divine Liturgy Marking the 102nd Anniversary
of the Armenian Genocide
“Having the faith in Christ’s resurrection we should be also strengthened in belief that the injustice is not the
final word and the death is not the end. The death marches, deportations, killings could not kill our people
because we have faith in Christ”, - continued Bishop Hovakim.
He also mentioned that the solidarity of Christians in this solemn commemoration is vitally important and
that we should never be indifferent to those who suffer violence and endure hate and death at the hands of
others.
His Grace also pointed out that this week a film debuts in cinemas, called "The Promise". Set during the last
days of the Ottoman Empire, it is essentially a love story involving an Armenian medical student but in the
midst of these historic and cruel events. The main character prays "Dear Lord, Help us survive thes e cruel
times so we may once again sing your praises."
Bis hop Hovakim also thanked bishop David for his presence and prayers in solidarity with the Armenian
people.

2

Armenian Church News

Genocide Commemoration and an Article in the
New York Times
The following commemorative advertisement was placed by Raffy Manoukian in New York Times on 24 th of
April 2017:

An article entitled ‘Sherlock Holmes of Armenian Genocide’ Uncovers Lost Evidence appeared in the New
York Times on Monday, 24 th of April. Below is the excerpt from this article:

For more than a century, Turkey has denied any role in organizing the killing of Armenians in
what historians have long accepted as a genocide that started in 1915, as World War I spread
across continents. The Turkis h narrative of denial has hinged on the argument that the original
documents from postwar military tribunals that convicted the genocide’s planners were
nowhere to be found.
To read the full article, please vis it The New York Times page by clicking here.
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Armenian Genocide Commemorative Events in London
On Sunday 23 rd April, 2017, a
Commemorative Evening in memory of
the victims of the Armenian Genocide
took place at the Saint Yeghiche Armenian
Church in Kens ington, London. The event
was organized by the Executive
Committee of the Armenian Community
Council of the U.K. led by the Committee’s
Chair, Mrs Matilda Megerdichian, in
cooperation with the AGBU London
Branch.

The attendees were treated to the
melodious voice of soprano Ms. Tereza
Gevorgyan, who sang with great feeling
and passion, a selection from the songs of
Komitas followed by arias by Puccini,
Rachmaninoff, Abrahamyan, Tigranian and
Chitchyan.
Ms
Gevorgyan was
accompanied by the accomplished pianist,
Ms. Hannah Quinn.

The Community was also greatly privileged
to have as guest speaker, the scholar and
historian Professor Dr. Raymond H.
Kevorkian, who had travelled specially from
France to speak about his work and the state
of research about the Armenian Genocide at
the present time.
Dr. Kevorkian’s
participation was kindly arranged by the
AGBU London Branch.
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Dr. Kevorkian referred to the fact that detailed and
in-depth research about the Armenian Genocide had
been carried out in the last twenty-five years and
that many new and previous ly unknown facts had
emerged. In particular, he referred to the fact that
many Turkish historians were interested in
researching the Armenian Genocide, not necessarily
to help Armenian people but because they realised
that Turkey would never become democratic until
this “taboo” subject was properly studied, openly
discussed, and resolved.
Dr Kevorkian referred particularly to Dr. Taner Akcam, who had discovered several interesting and
revealing and irrefutable details about the methods and detailed planning of the Genocide by the
Ottoman Turkis h Government leaders from recently unearthed Turkis h archives.

The evening was brought to a conclusion
by closing words and prayers by Bishop
Hovakim Manukyan, the Primate of the
Armenian Diocese of the United Kingdom
and the Republic of Ireland.

On Saturday 22 nd of April, 2017 a Commemorative
Procession was held organised by the Armenian
Community Council of the United Kingdom’s
Campaign for Recognition of the Armenian
Genocide Committee (CRAG). Some 2000 or so
members of the Armenian community marched
from the Marble Arch in Central London, through
the busy streets of London’s West End, Piccadilly,
Trafalgar Square, culminating at the Cenotaph
Monument on Whitehall near the Houses of
Parliament and Downing Street.
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At the Cenotaph, in memory of the 1,500,000
victims of the Armenian Genocide, prayers were
said and wreaths were laid by the Armenian
Church Diocese of the United Kingdom, the
Armenian Embassy, and
the
Armenian
Community Council of the United Kingdom.

The procession was under the direction of CRAG Chairman, Mr Raffi Sarkissian and the procession was led
by scouts of the London HOMENETMEN Armenian Scouts whose senior members, as in previous years,
actively assisted in providing equipment and organising and maintaining the orderly march of the
procession.

On Sunday 23 rd April 2016, as part of events that marked the 102 nd anniversary of the Armenian Genocide,
the Armenian Community Council of Great Britain and the Armenian National Committee of the United
Kingdom jointly held a commemoration at the site of the Armenian Apricot tree in Ealing. The event was
attended by the Mayor of Ealing, Dr Patricia Walker; Mr Stephen Pound MP, Shadow Minister of Northern
Ireland; Councillor Julian Bell, Leader of Ealing Council; Mr Armen Liloyan, Envoy and Minister
Plenipotentiary of the Republic of Armenia; His Grace Bishop Hovakim Manukyan, Primate of the
Armenian Diocese of Great Britain; the Armenian Community Council and over one hundred people from
the Armenian community.
During his introductory remarks, the Chairman of the Armenian National Committee, Mr Vahan
Krikorian, underscored that the commemoration of the genocide not only remembered its martyrs but
strengthened the global Armenian nation’s determination to secure its unreserved recognition. In her
remarks, the Mayor of Ealing emphasised how important it was for people to reme mber their heritage and
to draw courage from their ancestors in fighting for what they believed in. Mr Stephen Pound MP, in an
impassioned speech, urged everyone to mark the anniversary not only as a great tragedy but as a victory
against the Ottoman Empire and expressed his pride and admiration for the strength and courage of the
Armenian people. Representing the Republic of Armenia, Minster Liloyan welcomed the increasing global
acceptance of the Armenian genocide and stated the continued importance of ca mpaigning for its
recognition in order to prevent future crimes against humanity.
The final speech, by Bishop Hovakim Manukyan, reminded all those present that the death and
resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ proved that though the Armenian Nation had suffered at the hands of
its perpetrators, it too would rise again. The Bishop concluded his speech by offering prayers to the Holy
Martyrs and inviting the attendees to join him in reciting the Lord’s Prayer.
There then followed a powerful rendition of the Armenian National Anthem, which brought the
commemorations to a close.
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Demonstration in Front of Turkish Embassy
On Monday, 24th April, the Armenian Youth
Federation ‘Khanasor’ Chapter organised a
demonstration at the Turkis h Embassy in London,
where around 100 Armenians stood together to
commemorate the 102nd year since the start of
the Armenian Genocide. Equipped with placards
and numerous Armenian flags, the demonstration
was spirited and the crowd was resilient in
chanting and demanding justice in the name of
our forefathers, who were brutally massacred
under the Ottoman Empire.
The demonstration was brought to a close with a
powerful speech on behalf of AYF London, a
blessing from His Grace Bishop Hovakim
Manukyan and the singing of our national
anthem.
"By standing here today, we show that the barbaric and illegal destruction of our forefather's existence on our
homeland in Western Armenia was an attempt at Genocide, a failure in the blood-stained history of the present
Turkis h nation - a nation whose tyrannical leader continues to try and silence us. But we will not be silenced.
Armenians everywhere will continue to object, oppose and demand. We will not rest until appropriate
reparations have been made."
We all observe the fascist and corrupt behaviour of Turkey’s leaders, but rest assured the tide will turn, when
our politicians align with their citizens in the recognition of the injustices perpetrated by the so called
democratic republic of Turkey. Though they may seek to and deny and skew the facts, we will be standing here
as a reminder that justice will prevail and that we will receive formal reparations and restitution. Our strength
is in our unity and our dedication to justice and the truth. "
"We remember, we demand."
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Consecration of Church Objects in St. Yeghiche Church
On Sunday, 30 th April, in St. Yeghiche Church the Primate will bless and consecrate some liturgical objects
donated by the faithful.
Liturgical objects are the ones used during the Divine Liturgy. All of them, the Chalice, Altar Cross, Holy
Myron Dove and even the ordinary looking Holy Water Font used for blessing the water have special
symbolic meaning. The material they are made of and images on them are not random, they are blessed in a
specific way and can be used and touched by certain people only.

Chalice (from Latin calix, mug, borrowed from
Greek kalyx, shell, husk) is a goblet or footed cup
intended to hold a eucharistic wine and bread
(Գինին եւ Նշխարը). In the Armenian tradition,
the Chalice is made of silver. It can have floral
decorations, images of 12 apostles engraved on it
and the notice of the date it was made. The Chalice
is blessed by bishops with a special rite. The practice
of chalice entered the Church from the early period
of Christianity. Only deacons and ordained
ministers (priests and bis hops) have the right to
hold the chalice containing consecrated gifts (wine
and bread).

Holy Water Font In the Church, we have a
baptismal font or basin, which is usually located on
the Northern walls of the Church. It is used during
the consecration of water on the 6 th of January,
which symbolises the baptism of Jesus in the river
of Jordan. The Holy Water Font is blessed by
bis hops with a special rite. In the ancient times this
rite was done in rivers but in the present day
special fonts are being prepared and used.
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Holy Myron Dove Holy Myron containers come in
different sizes and have different applications. First
Holy Myron is placed in big metallic container for
storage purposes. To distribute it within episcopate
smaller containers, such as jars made of thick glass,
are used. For Liturgy and sacramental purposes, it is
poured in vessels called Doves that have, as the
name suggests it, Dove-like form. The Holy Myron
Dove is blessed by bishops with a special rite.

Altar Cross The Armenian cross (Blossomed Cross)
is a special kind of cross used by Armenian
Apostolic Church as a Christian symbol, which
combines a cross with floral elements. The
Armenian Cross design was used for high
crosses (khachkar) which are standalone stone
crosses often richly decorated. The design is also
depicted on the Altar cloth, the C hurch walls, the
priests’ clothing and so on. The crosses of the
Churches and altars are consecrated by Bishops
with a special rite.
Unlike other Christian traditions, the veneration of
the cross has been more dominant among
Armenians. Mkitar Gosh said, «The Greeks and
Georgians venerate more the icons but the
Armenians venerate more cross."
Instead of icons the Armenian Church started to
venerate the cross from VII–VIII initiated by
Catholicos Hovhannes 3rd of Oudzoun. He has also
establis hed the canon of blessing and consecrating
the icons.
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The Liturgical Objects were donated by

Mr and Mrs Dikran and Mandy Oughourlian and Family
Chalice
ՆՈՒԻՐԵՑԱՒ ՍԿԻՀՍ ԱՅՍ
Ս. ԵՂԻՇԷ ԵԿԵՂԵՑՒՈ ՈՐ Ի ԼՈՆՏՈՆ
Ի ՅԻՇԱՏԱԿ
ՈՒՂՈՒՐԼԵԱՆ ՍՏԵՓԱՆԻ ԵՒ ՍՐԲՈՒՀԻ
ՅԱՄԻ ՏԵԱՌՆ 2017

Mr and Mrs Christopher and Doreen Keljik and family
Holy Water Font
ՈՒԻՐԵՑԱՒ ՏԱՇՏՍ ԱՅՍ ՋՐՕՐՀՆԵԱՑ
Ս. ԵՂԻՇԷ ԵԿԵՂԵՑՒՈ ՈՐ Ի ԼՈՆՏՈՆ
Ի ՅԻՇԱՏԱԿ
ԳԷԼԺԻՔ ԿԱՐՊԻՍԻ ԵՒ ՍՈՒԶԱՆԻ
ՅԱՄԻ ՏԵԱՌՆ 2017

Mr and Mrs Setrag and Jacqueline Karanfilian and Family
Holy Dove
ՆՈՒԻՐԵՑԱՒ ՄԻՒՌՈՆԱԹԱՓ ԱՂԱՒՆԻՍ ԱՅՍ
Ս. ԵՂԻՇԷ ԵԿԵՂԵՑՒՈ ՈՐ Ի ԼՈՆՏՈՆ
Ի ՅԻՇԱՏԱԿ
ՅՈՎՍԷՓԵԱՆ ՆԵԼԼԻԻ
ՅԱՄԻ ՏԵԱՌՆ 2017

Mr Daniel Lalian
Cross
ՆՈՒԻՐԵՑԱՒ ԽԱՉՍ ԱՅՍ
Ս. ԵՂԻՇԷ ԵԿԵՂԵՑՒՈ ՈՐ Ի ԼՈՆՏՈՆ
ՏԻԱՐ ՏԱՆԻԷԼ ԼԱԼԵԱՆ
ՅԱՄԻ ՏԵԱՌՆ 2017
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Deacon Training Programme
The Deacon Training Programme was re-launched on 25 th
January 2017 at St. Sarkis Church. Every Wednesday,
Deacons in training attend church and are instructed in the
traditions of serving at the altar.
For those who are wishing to attend the training, please
contact His Grace Bishop Hovakim Manukyan at:
primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk
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House Blessing - Տնօրհնեք
One of the traditions of the Armenian Church is the Home Blessing Service.
It symbolises the visit of Resurrected Christ the Upper House and blessing of
the disciples (John 20:19).
Priests and bishops visit the homes of the faithful on the occasions of
Christmas (Theophany) and Easter (Holy Resurrection) to bring the good
news of our Lord’s Nativity and Resurrection to bless them and their homes
through a special Service.
During the Service the priest prays to God and asks Him to keep the home,
its
inhabitants and the children in good health, so that they live a devout life,
glorify the name of Almighty God and strengthen the Holy Church.

House Blessing Services: those faithful who want a priest to visit and bless
their home are welcome to contact their respective parishes or the Primate’s
Office.

Prayer Intentions for April:
Volunteers Needed at the Primate’s Office
We ask God to strengthen
and give spiritual courage to
our brothers and sisters, our
community members, who
are in search of spirituality
and who will be fasting
during the 40 days of Great
Lent.

The Primate’s Office needs volunteers to help with general
administrative duties such as filing, helping with mailouts
and answering calls. It would be ideal for a schoolleaver/graduate looking to gain work experience. Expenses
will be covered. For more information, please contact our
office.

Editorial:
The main objective of the diocesan e-newsletter is to serve and reach
out to Armenians throughout the United Kingdom and Ireland. The
community members and organisations are welcome to send their
announcements for the e-newsletter, including information not only
about public events but also about important family events such as
christening, matrimony or passing away.
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A Message from the Primate Office
His Grace Bishop Hovakim Manukyan wishes to inform you that at the bottom of our weekly enewsletter you will find the contacts of our Churches and Parishes in the UK and Ireland. Details are
also available on the websites of the respective Churches and Parishes. Please do not hesitate to
contact any of these addresses if you need any help regarding Church services. You will receive a
reply either from the Parish Council Chair or from the priest.
If you encounter any kind of problems regarding communication with the above, please contact the
Primacy (Առաջնորդարան) directly at the following address:
Bishop Hovakim Manukyan
The Primates Office
c/o The Armenian Vicarage
Iverna Gardens
London, W8 6TP
Tel: + 44 (0) 208 127 8364
e-mail: primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk (please note our NEW email address)
website : armeniandiocese.org.uk
facebook : Հայոց Առաջնորդարան https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100014906651446
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Upcoming Events

DIOCESAN PROGRAMMES
Forthcoming Events in 2017

Bible Studies
Every Thursday at 7:00pm in the Gulbenkian Hall
Next dates: May 4, 11, 18, 25
Blessing and Consecration of Liturgical Objects
Sunday, 30 th April
St. Yeghiche Church
Divine Liturgy in Dublin
Sunday, 21 st May
Armenian Street Festival
Sunday, 16 th July
7 th Annual Armenian Street Festival at St. Sarkis Church, Iverna Gardens,
London W8 6TP

More events will follow. Please stay tuned.
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Worship Services in the Armenian Churches
Services are held in the Armenian Churches in London every Sunday starting at 11:00 am. In
Manchester, there is a service on the 1 st Sunday of the month. For further details, please
contact the parish nearest to you:

Holy Trinity Armenian Chur ch
229 Upper Brook Street
Manchester, M13 0FY
Tel: 0161 273 1074
www.armenianchurchmanchester.org/
st
1 SUNDAY OF THE MONTH

St. Sar kis Church
Iverna Gardens
Kensington, London, W8 6TP
Tel: 020 7937 0152
http://www.stsarkisparish.co.uk

St. Yeghiche Cathedral
13b Cranley Gardens
Kensington, London SW7 3BB
Tel: 020 7373 8133
http://www.styeghiche.org.uk/

Other Parishes of our Diocese:
Cardiff - Tel: + 44 771 279 2304, +44 2920779248. john@jagproperties.co.uk
Dublin - Tel: +44 2891 863559. http://www.armenians.ie/
Birmingham – Tel: +44 121 675 1469. St John’s Church, Stratford Road, Birmingham, B11 4EA
Oxford - Tel: +44 7810 490242. armenian.society@studentsclub.ox.ac.uk

The Primate thanks Nyraff Ltd & the
Tanielian family for their continued
support to ACT UK and the ASF

We invite those who have questions or wish to gain deeper
understanding of the faith, moral discernment, teachings and
traditions of the Armenian Church to contact the Office of
the Diocese of the Armenian Church in United Kingdom and
Ireland:
His Grace Bishop Hovakim Manukyan
The Primate’s Office
c/o The Armenian Vicarage
Iverna Gardens
London, W8 6TP
Tel: 0208 127 8364
Email: primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk
Website : armeniandiocese.org.uk
Facebook : Հայոց Առաջնորդարան
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100014906651446
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