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His Grace Bishop Hovakim Manukyan attended a conference on “Mutual Respect
and Peaceful Coexistence as a Condition of Inter-religious Peace and Stability:
Supporting Christians and Other Communities”. This formed part of the 34th
Session of the Human Rights Council in Geneva on 7th March 2017, with the
blessing of the Catholicos of All Armenians, His Holiness Karekin II.
There was a special panel discussion, organised by the Vatican, the Russian
Federation, Armenia and Lebanon. The event was co-sponsored by Brazil,
Croatia, Cyprus, Greece, Hungary, Serbia & Spain.
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The panel comprised of:
• Mr John Laughland (moderator)
• Metropolitan Hilarion (Chairman of the Department of External Church
Relations, Russian Orthodox Church)
• H.E Most Reverend Ivan Jurkovič (Apostolic Nuncio, Permanent
Observer of the Holy See to the United Nations in Geneva)
• H.E Mr Davor Ivo Stier (Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign
& European Affairs of Croatia)
• H.E Mr Péter Szijjártó (Minister of Foreign Affairs & Trade of Hungary)
• His Grace Bishop Hovakim Manukyan (Primate of the Armenian Diocese
of the United Kingdom & the Republic of Ireland)
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Monsignor Maroun Nasser Gemayel (Eparch of Notre Dame of Paris, Maronite/Lebanon)
Rev. Olav Fykse Tveit (Secretary General of the World Council of Churches)
Very Reverend Archimandrite Ignatios D. Sotiriadis (Secretary of the Committee of Inter-Orthodox
and Inter-Christian Relations of the Holy Synod of the Church of Greece)
Ms Natalia Narochnitskaya (President of the Institute of Democracy and Cooperation, Paris)
Mother Agnes Mariam of the Cross, Syria)
Right Reverend Andrej (His Grace Bishop of Serbian Orthodox Church for Austria & Switzerland)
Ms. Elena Agapova (Chairman of the Civic Centre for the Protection of Christians in the Middle
East & North Africa, the Imperial Orthodox Palestinian Society)
Mr Kamil Samigullin (Chairman of the Muslim Spiritual Board of the Republic of Tatarstand,
Russian Federation)
His Grace Bishop Porfyrios of Neapolis (Director of the Representation of the Church of Cyprus to
the European Union)
Right Reverend Michael (Archbishop of Geneva & Western Europe in the Russian Orthodox
Church Outside of Russia)

His Grace Bishop Hovakim Manukyan’s gave a speech, in which he spoke of the atrocities and wars
taking place in the world today; of the Armenian Apostolic Church’s stance on current issues and of the
hardships and risks faced by Christians in the Middle East.
To read His Grace Bishop’s speech in full, please click on
http://armeniandiocese.org.uk/the-diocese/parish-clergy/the-primate/speeches

the

following

link:
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Supreme Spiritual Council Meeting

During 7th – 9th March, under the presidency of His Holiness Karekin II, Supreme Patriarch and Catholicos
of All Armenians, a Supreme Spiritual Council meeting was held in the Mother See of Holy Etchmiadzin.
The meeting was opened with the Lord’s Prayer. The Catholicos of All Armenians offered his blessings to
the participants.
The co-chairmen of the sessions were His Eminence Archbishop Khajag Barsamian, Primate of the Eastern
Diocese of the Armenian Church of North America and His Eminence Archbishop Hovnan Derderian,
Primate of the Western Diocese of the Armenian Church of North America.
During the meeting, various canonical, diocesan and community issues were discussed.
At the beginning of the meeting, the Catholicos of All Armenians reported on the recent developments
surrounding the Patriarchal electoral process at the Armenian Patriarchate of Constantinople. His Holiness
informed the Council members about the meetings held in the Mother See of Holy Etchmiadzin from 23rd
to 24th February, and gave a brief summary on the current situation and the decisions made during the two
day discussions, addressed towards reaching resolutions.
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On the first day, Mr. Aso Tavitian, President of the Tavitian Foundation, presented a report on the project to
improve the operations of the Armenian Church. The Council was informed that in the coming months the
representatives of the McKinsey & Company global management consulting firm will commence conducting
the necessary interviews for project implementation. He also presented the selection procedure for
ecclesiastical and secular candidates, as regards interviews and the outcomes from the questionnaire.
After discussing the results, on behalf of the Council, His Holiness expressed appreciation to Mr. Tavitian and
the members of the Executive and Advisory Bodies for the work that had been implemented.
During the session, the Council discussed the Constitutional project of the National-Ecclesiastical Assembly,
which has been in use since 1945, which was prepared by the Constitutional Charter Committee. An overview
of the project was given by Committee member His Grace Bishop Arshak Khachatryan, the Chancellor of
Mother See and Mr. Gevork Danielyan, Doctor and Professor of Legal Sciences.
After inspecting the documents, the Council members welcomed the completed work and urged the
committee to complete the process, and put the draft up for discussion during the Ecclesiastical-Representative
Assembly, to be convened in June.
The Committee also presented the draft Constitutional By-laws, which after the necessary comments and
suggestions, were returned for revision.
His Grace Bishop Bagrat Galstanyan, Primate of the Diocese of Tavoush, presented a report on the activities of
the Ecclesiastical Liturgical Issues Office of the Mother See of Holy Etchmiadzin. Discussing the findings, the
members expressing appreciation for the implemented work, and presented their views regarding further
activities of the Office.
His Eminence Archbishop Hovnan Derderian, General Secretary of the Pan-Armenian Church Youth
Organization, presented a detailed report regarding the global activities of the ACYO.
His Grace Bishop Vahan Hovhannisyan, Pontifical Legate of Western Europe, reported on the Armenian
communities under the jurisdiction of the Western Europe Pontifical Legate
Issues relating to Belgian, Dutch, Italian and Spanish community life were separately discussed. In this regard,
reports were also presented by Rev. Fr. Zatik Avetikyan, Vicar of the Pontifical Legate in Belgium and Rev. Fr.
Aren Shahinyan, Vicar of Pontifical Legate in the Netherlands.
The Council expressed gratitude to the Pontifical Legate of Western Europe for the activities implemented
towards the establishment of parishes, and advised him to continue efforts towards strengthening the
canonical foundation of religious communities.
The 2016 activity report and financial report for the Mother See of Holy Etchmiadzin was presented during
the meeting. It was reported that the Catholicosate of All Armenians has 753 clergymen, 52 Archbishops and
Bishops, 51 Very Reverend and Reverend Fathers, 35 monks, 480 married priests and 138 deacons. In 2016,
930 employees worked for the Mother See; 1,193 in the Diocese of Armenia and Artsakh and 4,005 in the
Diasporan Dioceses and Pontifical Legates.
There were 283 students studying in the religious-educational institutions of Mother See; 100 in the
Gevorkian Theological Seminary; 79 in the Vaskenian Theological Academy at Lake Sevan; 34 in the
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Harichavank Trpanchyan High School; 25 in the accelerated clergy training course; 45 students in the
Armenian Collage and Philanthropic Academy in Calcutta and Davidian Girl’s School. 383 students attend the
Eurnekian Public School; 45 infants attend the Eurnekian kindergarten; and 270 students in the Gevork Emin
School.
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Last year, the Mother See continued to extensively promote activities in various areas of national life: in
general education area, amongst the youth; in youth centres; RA Armed Forces and Penitentiary Institutions.
51 spiritual servants were serving in the Republic of Armenia Armed Forces Chaplaincy and 11 clergymen
serve in 12 Penitentiary Institutions of the Republic of Armenia.
8 Armenian Church Youth Centres were operating in 2016 (Etchmiadzin, Ashtarak, Gyumri, Vanadzor and in
Yerevan: Nork, Malatia, Arabkir and the Kanaker Miniature Art Centre), serving a total of roughly 3,067
children.
During the year, 266 different events were organised in the Youth Centres.
2016 was also effective in church-building. In the Armenian and Diaspora Diocesan 22 churches were
consecrated. 18 churches are under construction or renovation and 7 churches were completed during the last
year.
Spiritual and social assistance were provided by the Mother See in 2016.
After the April War in 2016, at the request of Catholicos Karekin II, led by the Mother See of Holy
Etchmiadzin and with the participation of the Dioceses, donations were organised and one million US dollars
was transferred to the special account of the Government of the Republic of Artsakh, in support of Artsakh.
Responding to the application of His Beatitude Archbishop Nurhan Manookian, Patriarch of the Armenian
Patriarchate of Jerusalem, the Mother See of Holy Etchmiadzin transferred one million US dollars from its
current budget to the Patriarchate, for the renovation of the tomb of Christ in the Church of the Holy
Sepulcher.
In 2016, the soup kitchens of Malatia, Arabkir, Nork, Etchmiadzin and Vanadzor have continued their
operations, where more than 1,000 people received food daily.
There are 17 teenagers and 4 girls in the "Mer Hooys" Nakashian Children’s Home.
In 2016, the Izmirlian Medical Centre of Yerevan provided necessary medical care to patients, medical
consultations and advice, and organised a visit by a US medical group who visited the Armenian provinces and
Artsakh.
Material and financial assistance was provided to needy families in Armenia, as well as to families of soldiers
who were killed or wounded during the April war, and orphans and Syrian refugees in Armenia.
The Mother See of Holy Etchmiadzin provided assistance in the amount of eight hundred and twenty million
AM drams through various projects.
The dioceses also offered spiritual discussions, and various social, educational, and cultural programs.
The Supreme Spiritual Council accepted and approved the reports presented, welcoming the extensive
activities implemented by the Armenian Church.
The meeting was closed with remarks by the Catholicos of All Armenians and the recitation of the Lord’s
Prayer.
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St. Vartan’s Feast Day

On 23rd February, His Grace Bishop Hovakim
Manukyan celebrated Divine Liturgy at St.
Yeghiche Church in London on the occasion
of the Feast of St. Vartan.
For a detailed view of the evening’s events
and for more information on this special feast
day, please click on the following link:
https://youtu.be/AJWzgdwgSag

Liturgy on the Hour of Peace on Fridays
Every Friday at 6.30pm the Liturgy
of the Hour of Peace will be
celebrated at St. Sarkis Church.
After the Liturgy, the faithful will
have the opportunity of enjoying
Lenten food in the Gulbenkian
Hall.
Please click on the following link
to watch the Lenten Vigil that took
place on Friday, 3rd March at St.
Sarkis
Church
in
London:
https://youtu.be/uTz2OJPEAao
There are also Lenten dinners and luncheons that will be taking place, as follows:
17th March – Saturday School
24th March – London Armenian Opera
31st March – St. Sarkis Church
7th April – K.Tahta Sunday School
16th April – Ladies Committee Easter Luncheon, Holiday Inn, Kensington
6
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Spirituality
The Parable of the Unrighteous Steward
Please find below this coming Sunday’s Biblical
Reading.

The 4th Sunday of Great Lent
According to the calendar of the Armenian
Church, the following Sunday is called “the
Sunday of the Unrighteous Steward”. In the
Gospel of Luke (6:1-8), we read how Jesus told his
disciples:
There was a rich man whose steward was accused
of wasting his possessions. So he called him in
and asked him: “What is this I hear about you?
Give an account of your management, because
you cannot be my steward any longer.”
The steward said to himself: “What shall I do now? My master is taking away my job. I’m not strong enough
to dig, and I’m ashamed to beg. I know what I’ll do so that, when I lose my job here, people will welcome me
into their houses.” So he called in each one of his master’s debtors. He asked the first: “How much do you
owe my master?” “‘Nine hundred gallons of olive oil,” he replied.
The steward told him, “Take your bill, sit down quickly, and make it four hundred and fifty.”
Then he asked the second, “And how much do you owe?” “A thousand bushels of wheat”, he replied. He
told him, “Take your bill and make it eight hundred.” The master commended the dishonest steward because
he had acted shrewdly, for the people of this world are shrewder in dealing with their own kind than the
people of the light are.
What does this parable symbolise?
It is about urgency and preparedness. When the Steward felt that he was about to lose his position, he started
to make use of a pressing situation to find favour with his master’s debtors and prepare for his future.
Christians should take even greater care to prepare for life in the world to come. In some commentaries, the
unrighteous steward signifies the devil, whose dominion over this world is nearing its end. Having wasted
the Lord’s goods by stripping us of divine grace and friendship, he now works anxiously to make friends by
deception and empty promises of forgiveness. While his passion and foresight are worthy of imitation, his
dishonest tactics are not.
Why did Jesus tell this story?
The steward, who is sometimes called the “shrewd steward” was a head servant who handled the business
affairs of his master’s estate. Like the Prodigal Son, this manager or steward had wasted his master’s goods.
Although he reduced his debt by cheating, He commends the manager for his shrewdness. He recognises that
the steward’s last-minute efforts proved successful in winning the favour of the debtors and making his
future more secure. The unjust strategy of the steward shows that he was motivated by an entirely selfish
7
concern for his own temporal welfare. Jesus points to the steward as both an example and a warning.
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As an example, the steward shows us how to expend every effort in making use of our means to prepare for
the future. Believers are challenged to follow his example and forgive the debts of others and support others
by almsgiving and helping those in need.
As a warning, the steward is intended to characterise the attitude of the Pharisees who were listening to Jesus
but did not change their ways and are charged to be lovers of money. It implies that the Pharisees despise God
by their devotion to money. They do seek not eternal riches but the esteem of men and the temporal comforts
of this world.
The message
Our life is an award from God and each of us is a steward. Our Management is our life. We do not know when
but one day the master will come and ask for the account of our management and we need to be ready. At the
same time, our management is the charity that we carry out. Early Christian writers have commended the
charity and almsgiving but they always taught us to help those who can give us nothing in return.

Spirituality
Holy Week, as Celebrated by the Armenian Church
& Vodnluvah (Foot-Washing) Service
Many faithful Armenian Christians both here
and abroad indeed yearn anxiously to witness
their children’s feet washed during the order of
the Vodnluvah [literally ‘foot-washing’] once a
year on Holy Thursday evening. The service
attracts people from various denominations and
walks of life, and Armenian Catholics observe
the Order of Vodnluvah as we do.
The ceremony is unique and colourful, and has
thus attracted the news media in the past and
today, making it a Holy Week highlight outside
of the Armenian Church.

National Geographic Magazine was probably the first secular publication to present pictures of this
ceremony hold in the Cathedral of St. James in Jerusalem several decades ago.
In our present setup in this country, the Order of Vodnluvah is one of the several services on Holy
Thursday and during Holy Week and liturgically, but not the sole focus of our Holy Thursday observance
and Holy Week.
8
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Palm Sunday
Holy Week observance here in America begins on
Palm Sunday when, after the Night and Morning
services, the processions, the blessing of the fields
and the blessing of the graves, and after the solemn
celebration of the Divine Liturgy, the Order of the
Turnpatsek [“opening of the door”] follows. This
service was originally held in the mid or late
afternoon, but in this country we have moved the
service to the end of the Divine Liturgy.
Holy Tuesday
In certain churches Vespers is held on Holy
Tuesday evening in remembrance of our Lord Jesus
Christ’s parable about the Ten Maidens with the
lamps (Matthew 25:1ff). On that occasion a special
hymn, based on the parable, is chanted and
afterwards, the Gospel of Matthew (chapter 24:126:1) is read by a priest, with ten children clad in
white robes holding lit candles standing before the
Gospel. The children represent the ten maidens.

Holy Thursday
In most Armenian churches Holy Thursday is commemorated most solemnly. The night and morning
services, with their proper litanies and hymns, are followed by the Order of Absolving the Repentant. This
is a most touching ceremony, whereby the repentants are formally accepted into the sanctuary. At noon,
the short service of the Sext Hour (Noon) is read and is immediately followed by the celebration of the
Divine Liturgy, which commemorates the Last Supper. In many places the Sext Hour and the Divine
Liturgy are held earlier in the day. During all these services special hymns are chanted, and lengthy
excerpts are read from the Old and the New Testaments as well as from the inspirational homilies of St.
John Chrysostom and St. Basil the Great.
The Order of Vodnluvah was originally held in the late afternoon, at the 10 th hour, which corresponds to
our 4:00pm. The author of the service is St. Ephrem the Syrian, one of the great fourth century church
fathers of the East. The service was translated into Armenian and put to use at the order of Catholicos St.
Gregory the Martyrophile at the end of the 11th century.
Unlike some churches, we do not practice Holy Unction on Holy Thursday. That is, we do not anoint the
faithful with holy oil (which is to be distinguished from Holy Chrism, used for Chrismation and for
ordination) on that or any other day while they are in church. The Extreme Unction in our tradition is
given at the time of the Chrismation right after Baptism. But the priest in the Armenian Church blesses oil
during the Order of Vodnluvah. The blessed oil is either olive oil or butter.
9
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While the priest applies a smear of butter to the top of the washed foot, the remaining blessed butter is
distributed to the faithful. The prayer over the butter refers to Christ’s anointment by Mary Magdalene and
to the Holy Apostles who, receiving the same kind of blessing through the grace of the Holy Spirit
bequeathed it to the faithful. In a like manner the butter is blessed to anoint the feet of the faithful so that
the same Spirit of God’s Grace would dwell in them and cure the sores of their souls. The faithful who take
the butter home can use it for a variety of purposes, such as anointing the sick and elderly members of the
family unable to attend the services. We use butter as a substitute for olive oil, since olive trees did not grow
in the harsh climate of historic Armenia.
Thursday evening begins the great Vigil
commemorating Christ’s Betrayal, Passion and
Crucifixion. During the Vigil, the Night and Morning
Hour services are said and lengthy passages about
Christ’s Betrayal, Passion and Crucifixion are read
from the Gospels. These two services with the proper
hymns and readings last for several hours. At the
beginning of the services, the deacons light twelve
candles and place them in the centre of the bema,
flanking the two sides of the Book of Hours. One of
the candles is covered with black soot as a disgrace of
Judas’ memory. As the priest or the deacon finishes
reading a Gospel passage a candle is put out. Right
before the chanting of Gloria in excelsis during the
Matins or Morning Hour, the last lit candle is taken
into the vestry or behind the closed curtain and the
Gloria is chanted in absolute darkness in memory of
the darkness that prevailed from the sixth hour to the
ninth before Christ breathed his last breath on the
cross (Matthew 27: 45; Mark 15:33; Luke 23:44).

After the Gloria the candle is brought back and the service continues. At the end of the service the Holy
Cross is venerated in a special service and the congregation is dismissed.
Good Friday
Holy or Good Friday services begin at noon and commemorate the Crucifixion of the Lord. Sixteen excerpts
are read from the Bible with psalms recited in between during the service. In addition to these, four long
excerpts are read from the Gospels. The service ends with the Order of the Veneration of the Holy Cross. In
the evening of the same day the Order of the Burial of the Lord is observed. A tomb-like wooden structure,
adorned with fresh flowers, is placed in the middle of the chancel and the Vespers begins. The service has its
own proper prayers and hymns. The service ends with the Order of the Veneration of the Holy Cross.
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Holy Saturday
On Holy Saturday, the regular Night and Morning services are followed by the Order of the Veneration of the
Holy Cross. In the evening, instead of Matins, several excerpts are read from the Old Testament, followed by
the story of the Three Young Men in the furnace, from the Book of Daniel, solemnly read from the bema by a
deacon and three children. This story, foreshadowing the Resurrection, is immediately followed by the solemn
celebration of the Divine Liturgy.
As is evident from the above description of Holy Week, the Order of the Vodnluvah is one of several services
held during that period. Armenian priests do not cling only to that one ritual; they try to adhere to instructions
in the rubrics of the Armenian Lectionary. In some remote and smaller parishes where there are no
knowledgeable deacons and clerks to help them with the singing, Holy Week observances are sometimes
modified or abbreviated.

Source: “Frequently Asked Questions About The Armenian Church” by Very Rev. Fr. Krikor Maksoudian (St.
Vartan Press)

Community News
Karasoonk of Mrs Gisele Tembekijian
Vera Gulvanessian and her family would like to
announce the peaceful passing away of her
mother, Mrs Gisele Tembekijian, at Terra Santa
Rest Home in Larnaca.
Mrs Gisele Tembekijian was 90 years old. Her
Karasoonk was observed on 12th March in
Larnaca, London and Geneva, where her
younger daughter Maroushka Boutros and the
family reside.

Asdvadz Hokeen Loucavore.
Mrs Gisele Tembekijian was a woman of courage
and dignity. If she could contribute to a worthy
cause she would - hence her involvement with
the Genocide Memorial in Nicosia, Cyprus. The
right ossuary is a contribution made by the
Tembekijian Family for the Nahadagats of Der
Zor.
“Wherever our resting place is on this earth, we 11
are united through our hearts.”
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Deacon Training Programme
The Deacon Training Programme was re-launched on 25th
January 2017 at St. Sarkis Church. Every Wednesday,
Deacons in training attend church and are instructed in the
traditions of serving at the altar.
For those who are wishing to attend the training, please
contact His Grace Bishop Hovakim Manukyan at:
primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk

Annual Armenian Street Festival - Sunday, 16th July, 2017
The ASF (Armenian Street Festival) Executive Committee and Primate request our
faithful to save the date on Sunday, 16th July, 2017 for the next Armenian Street
festival. This will be our 7th annual Armenian Street festival and as ever we want to
make it the most successful one!
The ASF Team are a very committed and creative one and are always looking for fresh
new ideas and help from the community. We are specifically looking for volunteers
to help and support the Primate’s office in all aspects, particularly for:
• Volunteers on the day to help set up/selling the food and drinks
vouchers/clearing up etc
• Volunteers to help organise the event
• Advertising to the wider community
• Fund raising
• Volunteers to help host our VIP quests
• Journalists
• Reporters
• Photographers
Please contact us on 020 8127 8364 or email us at our new address:
primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk
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House Blessing - Տնօրհնեք
One of the traditions of the Armenian Church is the Home Blessing Service.
It symbolises the visit of Resurrected Christ the Upper House and blessing of
the disciples (John 20:19).
Priests and bishops visit the homes of the faithful on the occasions of
Christmas (Theophany) and Easter (Holy Resurrection) to bring the good
news of our Lord’s Nativity and Resurrection to bless them and their homes
through a special Service.
During the Service the priest prays to God and asks Him to keep the home,
its
inhabitants and the children in good health, so that they live a devout life,
glorify the name of Almighty God and strengthen the Holy Church.

House Blessing Services: those faithful who want a priest to visit and bless
their home are welcome to contact their respective parishes or the Primate’s
Office.

Prayer Intentions for March:
Volunteers Needed at the Primate’s Office
We ask God to strengthen
and give spiritual courage to
our brothers and sisters, our
community members, who
are in search of spirituality
and who will be fasting
during the 40 days of Great
Lent.

The Primate’s Office needs volunteers to help with general
administrative duties such as filing, helping with mailouts
and answering calls. It would be ideal for a schoolleaver/graduate looking to gain work experience. Expenses
will be covered. For more information, please contact our
office.

Editorial:
The main objective of the diocesan e-newsletter is to serve and reach
out to Armenians throughout the United Kingdom and Ireland. The
community members and organisations are welcome to send their
announcements for the e-newsletter, including information not only
about public events but also about important family events such as
christening, matrimony or passing away.
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A Message from the Primacy
His Grace Bishop Hovakim Manukyan wishes to inform you that at the bottom of our weekly enewsletter you will find the contacts of our Churches and Parishes in the UK and Ireland. Details are
also available on the websites of the respective Churches and Parishes. Please do not hesitate to
contact any of these addresses if you need any help regarding Church services. You will receive a
reply either from the Parish Council Chair or from the priest.
If you encounter any kind of problems regarding communication with the above, please contact the
Primacy (Առաջնորդարան) directly at the following address:
Bishop Hovakim Manukyan
The Primates Office
c/o The Armenian Vicarage
Iverna Gardens
London, W8 6TP
Tel: + 44 (0) 208 127 8364
e-mail: primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk (please note our NEW email address)
website : armeniandiocese.org.uk
facebook : Հայոց Առաջնորդարան https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100014906651446
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Upcoming Events
DIOCESAN PROGRAMMES
Forthcoming Events in 2017
Bible Studies
Every Thursday at 7:00pm in the Gulbenkian Hall
Next dates: 23rd & 30th March
Armenian Orthodox and Roman Catholic Panel Discussion
With Dr. Harry Hagopian, Fr. John Whooley and Bishop Hovakim Manukyan
THIS EVENT HAS BEEN POSTPONED. NEW DATE TO BE ANNOUNCED SOON.
Oxford Armenian Studies
Tuesdays: 5:00pm - 6:30pm
The Allan & Overy Room, Pembroke College, Oxford University
Evening Services
Every Friday at 6:30pm
St. Sarkis Church
Liturgy of the Hour of Peace & Divine Liturgy of the Hour of Rest (Խաղաղական եւ Հանգստեան
ժամերգութիւններ). Also, after the Divine Liturgy, the faithful will have the opportunity of enjoying
Lenten food in the Gulbenkian Hall.
Wednesday, 22nd March
Median of the Great Lent (Միջինք)
The 24th day, or the fourth Wednesday of the period of Great Lent, is called Mijink.
Mijink is symbolic of the 1st half of the period of Great Lent having already passed. From that day
forward, church hymns written by Stegh are sung during the Peace Service: held in the evenings on
Monday, Tuesday and Thursday.
According to folk tradition, unleavened cake is baked and a coin is inserted into it beforehand. The
idea is that the person who gets the portion of cake that has the coin inside it, will have a good and
successful year. All family members must be present when it comes to the cutting of the Mijink cake.
They stand and watch in anxious anticipation, as the knife glides across the top of the pastry in the
shape of a cross before the cake is cut up and divided amongst the family members. Each piece of
cake has the potential of containing the lucky coin.
Evening Services
Every Friday
Every Friday evening there will be an evening prayer service at 6.30pm in St. Sarkis Church. The Divine
Liturgy of the Hour of Peace will be celebrated. Also the faithful will have the opportunity of enjoying
Lenten food in the Gulbenkian Hall afterwards.
Palm Sunday and Blessing of Children
Sunday, 9th April
Special Easter Concert by Candlelight
Sunday, 9th April
St. Mary Abbots Church
Annual performance of Bach's St John Passion
Tickets available soon from: www.smaw8.org
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Easter Day
Sunday, 16th April
There will be a traditional Easter Lunch with the Primate, organised by The
Primate’s Office Ladies’ Committee.
Pilgrimage to Holy Land
2nd May – 9th May 2017
Cost for twin room, half board: £1250 per person, single supplement £300. Please
see flyer in this newsletter for itinerary details. Final balance is due 6 weeks before
departure.
For more details, please follow this link: http://armeniandiocese.org.uk/specialprogrammes/pilgrimage
To book your place, please phone the Primate's Office on 0208 127 8364. Cheques
are payable to Armenian Church Trust Ltd.
Flight details:

BA167 2nd May from Heathrow at 16:45 arrives Tel Aviv 23:35
BA166 9th May from Tel Aviv at 07:45 arrives Heathrow 11:10

Armenian Street Festival
Sunday, 16th July
7th Annual Armenian Street Festival at St. Sarkis Church, Iverna Gardens,
London W8 6TP
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Worship Services in the Armenian Churches
Services are held in the Armenian Churches in London every Sunday starting at 11:00 am. In
Manchester, there is a service on the 1st Sunday of the month. For further details, please
contact the parish nearest to you:

Holy Trinity Armenian Church
229 Upper Brook Street
Manchester, M13 0FY
Tel: 0161 273 1074
www.armenianchurchmanchester.org/
1st SUNDAY OF THE MONTH

St. Sarkis Church
Iverna Gardens
Kensington, London, W8 6TP
Tel: 020 7937 0152
http://www.stsarkisparish.co.uk

St. Yeghiche Cathedral
13b Cranley Gardens
Kensington, London SW7 3BB
Tel: 020 7373 8133
http://www.styeghiche.org.uk/

Other Parishes of our Diocese:
Cardiff - Tel: + 44 771 279 2304, +44 2920779248. john@jagproperties.co.uk
Dublin - Tel: +44 2891 863559. http://www.armenians.ie/
Birmingham – Tel: +44 121 675 1469. St John’s Church, Stratford Road, Birmingham, B11 4EA
Oxford - Tel: +44 7810 490242. armenian.society@studentsclub.ox.ac.uk

The Primate thanks Nyraff Ltd & the
Tanielian family for their continued
support to ACT UK and the ASF

We invite those who have questions or wish to gain deeper
understanding of the faith, moral discernment, teachings and
traditions of the Armenian Church to contact the Office of
the Diocese of the Armenian Church in United Kingdom and
Ireland:
His Grace Bishop Hovakim Manukyan
The Primate’s Office
c/o The Armenian Vicarage
Iverna Gardens
London, W8 6TP
Tel: 0208 127 8364
Email: primatesoffice@armeniandiocese.org.uk
Website : armeniandiocese.org.uk
Facebook : Հայոց Առաջնորդարան
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100014906651446
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